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SATURDAY,  May  31,  1788. 

&cribimus  inclusi  numeros  Hie,  bic  pede  liber, 

P£Rsrus« 

Pent  in  our  lonely  College,  we  compofc 
Some  meafur'd  numbers,  feme  unfcttcr'd  profe. 


.  S  I  know  of  no  odier  advantage  refulting 
from  a  prefatory  addrefs  to  the  Publick  than  to 
excite  a  curiofity,  (perhaps  not  to  be  gratified) 
I  am  almoft  tempted  to  throw  myfelf  upon  the 
clemcnqr  of  the  contrafted  ch-cle  of  my  readers, 
nor  truft  to  the  uncertain  reception  which  a 
preface  ought  obta^< 

B  But 
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.  ButasI  findthatfewofthe  cekbrated  writcis 
jof  modern  days  have  ventured  to  approach  that 
zuguA  aflembiy  '  The  Publick^'  unaided  by  «a 
introdcdlory  chaperon,  I  fear  it  would  argue  too 
great  a  degree  of  confidence,  for  an  humble 
fchool-boy  to  expofe  his  lucubrations  to  public 
animadverfion,  without  firft  undergoing  the  neceP- 
&ry  and  accuftonned  ordeal  of  authors*  . 

It  will  be  neceflary,  therefore,  in  the  firft  place>  * 
to  inform  my  Readers  of  what  they  are  to  expcft; 
and,  in  a  manner,  give  them  a  foretaftc  of  what 
revolving  hours  will  more  fully  exemplify. 

Our  predeceflbrs  in  an  cafy,  elegant  ftyle,  pro- 
cured thicmfclves  much  honor,  as  well  as  an 
infinite  fund  of  amufement  to  their  readers,  by  m 
Periodical  £fiay>  encided  ^  The  Connoiileur/ 

On  this  foundation  I  ereft  the  bulwark  of  my 
hopes.  In  Sacred  Writ,  we  learn  that  the  fina  ot 
the  parents  are  vilited  upon  the  children:  is  it  not 
then  confiftcnt  with  juftire,  that  pofterity  fliould  be 
beneficed  by  the  virtues  of  their  anceftors,  and 
that  thofe  who  have  read  the  CornioiiTeur  with. 
pf  oiic  and  delight,  fliQuld  pardon  the  wanderings 
of  the  inexperienced  Trifler  ?  . 

Aware 
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Aware  of  the  jells,  with  which  the  pretenders 
to  wit  will  aflkult  my  tifle,  fuch  as  our  Weft- 
minfter  friend  has  trifled  with  common  fenfc  : 

His  produdions  arc  too  trifling  to  appear  in 
print,  or  for  men  of  our  known  wit  and  humour 
CO  trifle  away  our  time  in  the  perufal  of: 

However  fuperbly  his  outfide  may  hereafter 
appear,  I  afilire  ye,  he  is  but  a  mere  triflcr 
within. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  and  many  more  of  the 
iame  filly  Htzmp  ftare  me  in  the  fece, — a 
Trifler  I  am  refolved  to  be:  elpecially  as  I  know 
,  trifling,  in  all  its  branches,  to  be  extremely  agree* 
able  to  the  ladies  -,  whofe  patronage,  far  abovC 
the  mufty  race  of  pedants,  I  am  ambitious  of 
acquiring ;  for  fhould  I  venture  fo  to  alter  the 
^xpreflion  of  Horace,  I  would  prognofticate,  H^ 
Muga  injeria  ducent. 

As  my  fabri  ckwill  bc/Compoledof  fuchflender 
materials,  I  have  chofen  a  name  equally  frivolous 
and  trifling. 

But  \U  after  the  unpromifing  outlines  I  have 

drawHj  curiofi^  fhould  excite  to  read,  or  bene* 

A  2  ro^ncc 
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volence  prompt  the  pubfick  to  encourage  « 
willing^  though  inexperienced  author^  gratitude 
will  add  ftrcngth  to  a  dcfire  of  pleafing,  already 
ftrong,  and  probably  inlpire  the  imagination  of 
the  author  to  produce  fomething  not  altogether 
unworthy  the  perufalofhis  benefaSors. 

My  intention  is  to  prefent  to  my  Readers  a 
mifcellaneous  farrago,  where  many  topicks  being 
promifcuoufly  blended  together,  I  may  chance 
to  blunder  on  fometliing  amufing. 

My  jflays  will  be  like  my  dilpofition,  change- 
able, wandering  and  diverfified  j  I  wi(h  I  could 
add  entertaining. — But  if  a  genius  fo  exalted  as 
Addifon,  could  difcover  merit  and  amufement 
through  the  aged  ruft  and  firpplicity  of  ancient 
anonymous  ballads,  I  may  furely  hope  that 
inferior  intelleftual  capacities  may  find  fome  fmall 
fliare  of  pleafure  in  the  puerile  writing  of  a 
fchool-boy. 

And  in  order  that  my  eflays  may  be  more 
likely  to  pleafe  the  variegated  geniufes  of  my 
readers,  I  (hall  endeavour  to  catch  "  The  flying 
Cynthia  of  the  moment,"  and  as  far  as  my  ftrengdi 
will  permit  me,  "  hold  the  mirror  up  to  Nature.'* 
^'  -Eflays  and  Elegies,  Profc  and  Poetry,  will  aU 

tcrnatcly 
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ternately  Tucceed  each  other>   through  all  die 
mazes  of  periodical  confuiion. 

Ledtures  on  philofophy,  metaphyficks,  or 
towards  the  enforcement  of  morality,  from  a 
beardlefs  boy,  would,  I  am  convinced,  excite  the 
rifiblp  mufcles  of  many  of  my  readers.  Each  of 
thefe,  I  fhall,  as  much  as  poflible,  in  my  papers 
endeavour  to  avoid.  • 

Immured  within  the  walls  of  my  College,  to 
fatirize  the  follies  of  high  life,  of  which  I  can  be 
but  a  diftant  ipedator,  may  be  thought  highly 
inconfiftent. 

My  ficuation  and  confinement  equally  preclude 
me  from  moving  in  the  fphere  of  falhion,  fo  the 
foibles  themfclves,  and  not  perfonaliries,  muft  be 
the  objeft  of  my  fatire. 

Nor,  although  a6hially  moving  almoft  within 
the  limits  of  the  court,  do  the  beams  of  royalty 
from  the  King,  or  even  the  Queen,  (although  the 
name  of  our  Founderefs  is  in  the  Temple  of 
Fame  enrolled  foremoft  in  the  glorious  lift  of 
Britiih  females)  ever  chafe  away  the  clouds  of 
negleft  and  obfcurity  with  which  we  are  .over- 
ihadowedi  it  is  not  i<»  us^  therefore^  to  chaunt. 

out 
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fML  the  amiable  aflcmblage  of  regal  and  doniiftk 
virtues  which  adorn  our  Sovereign's  breaft.      .  i 

.  Let  it  be  the  labor  of  thofe,  to  whom  their 
patronage .  has  been  extended»  and  over  whom 
the  fun-ihine  of  royal  favor  has  never  cea&d  tip 
dired  its  golden  rays^  to  celebrate  their  praifes  ; 
it  remains  for  us  to  move  in  a  lower^  thoi^h  am« 
pier  fphcrc  ;  for  human  life  is  like  the  world  wc 
inhabit,  where  each  fuppofed  extremity  being 
contni£ted»  the  centre  exhibits  the  largeft  circle. 

Through  the  central  path  I  (hall  therefore 
take  my  waj^,  and  (hall  equally  avoid  both  ex- 
tremes i  warn'd  by  the  fate  of  a  fair  authorefs^ 
I  fliall  ftri£Uy  decline  an  attack  upon  the  perfonal 
follies  of  fafhion. 

The  myfteries  of  low  life  I  am  neither  able 
nor  willing  to  celebrate;  my  ignorance  is  an  un- 
furmountable  obftacle  to  the  attempt  s  nor  do  I 
fcel  myfclf  inclined,  like  Dr.  SnioUett,  to  en- 
dure a  refnience  at  Wapping,  in  order  to  acquire 
fuch  enviable  knowledge. 

Ta  cynical  pedants,  who  meafure  every 
a^ion,  however  trivial,  by  the  unerring  rule  of 
right,   it  may  appear  too  ftrong  an:  initance  of 

con- 


confideocet .  (B^t  a  boy  tiqkao^vnj  'ttid  .utfiicmced! 
in  the  worldy  by  aa  attempt  lik^dib.  iho^ld  uh 
mide  himfeif  upon  public  .obieryation :  in  nory 
defence,  I  alledge,  that  the  clofenefs  of  my  .con- 
finement compels  me  to  feek  for  internal  amufe- 
mcnt,  in  the  receflei  of  my  mind;  that  I  find  this 
pnode  more  amufing,  and  as  I  think,  inftrudive, 
than  any  other  I  can  adopt. 

^  As  no  pompous  adyertifement  Is  prefixed  to 
my  book,  inviting  the  learned  to  read,  or  the 
critics  to  animadvert  on,  but  only  addrefled  to 
thofe  who  can  pardon  the  errors  of  youth,  and 
inexperience,  I  Ihall  hope  that  the  candor, 
which  has  always  been  allowed  by  the  publick  to 
youthful  writers,  will  not,  in  this  inftance,  be 
with-held  from  me.  Should  my  endeavours  to 
pleafc  be  infufficient,  and  my  attempts  fruftrated, 
I  Ihall  truft  that  no^four  critic  will  malevolently 
rejoice  in  holding  (brth  the  unhappy  author  to 
public  view  j  but  that  the  hand  of  good-nature, 
by  mercifully  drawing  a  veil  over  the  perform- 
ance, may  heal' the  wounds,  which  puerile  rafh- 
nefs  and  imprudence  will  have  inadvcrtci^Jr 
drawn  down  upon  its  own  head. 

If  it  meets  with  the  indulgence,  which  I  hope 
the  world  will,   on  account  of  the  fituation  of 

the 
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die  author^  dloW  it,  I  (hall  with  gratitude  re« 
ceive  any  letter  (pdt-paid)»  direfted  to  Timothy 
Touchftonej  at  Meflirs.  Robinfonsj  Pater^nofter 
Row. 


INVO^ 


TW?     TlftlfLKH.  It 


JNV0C4'rfON  ttf  FAME. 


A   ROSTRAT  E  at  thy  feet  I  fall. 

Hear,  O  Fame,  thy  vot'ry's  call! 

Goddefs,  powerful  and  great. 

Honor,  glory,  round  thee  wait; 

Through  each  re^on,  through  each  clime, 

Swifter,  far,  than  winged  time; 

Whilft  thy  head  in  clouds  enflirin'd. 

Leaves  the  lagging  winds  behind : 

Swiftly  flying  in  the  air. 

Stop!  and  hear  ^fuppliant's  prayer  I 

Deign  to  give  one  gracious  look  ! 

With  thy  favor  blefs  this  book  ! 

To  thy  patronage  confign'd, 

Produdt  of  a  youthful  mind. 

If  you  find  that  it  inherit 

Aught  allied  to  wit  or  merit. 

Celebrate  its  praifes  loud. 

To  the  fickle  motley  crowd ; 

B<ar 
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Bear  it  on  extended  wings> 

To  the  brilliant  courts  of  kings  j 

There,  its  true  defcrts  declare. 

Recommend  it  to  the  fair ! 

Who  (hall  confecrate  my  name. 

At  thy  noble  (hrine,  O  Fames 

So  (hall  I  obtain  from  thee. 

Glorious  immortality. 

But  (hould  it  be  void  of  worth. 

Send  not  its  di(honor  forth ! 

Ifit'sfooli(h,ifthe(l>^le 

Is  too  fimply  puerile  -, 

Should  ill-nature  whifper  thee 

With  too  much  fcverity ; 

Or  (hould  Envy  to  thee  come. 

Gracious  Fame,  for  once  be  dumb ! 

My  difgracc  to  none  declare. 

But  difperfe  thofe  founds  in  air ! 

And  in  pity  ro  my  youth. 

Spare,   Oh  fpare,  the  fatal  truth ! 

Then  (halt  thou  be  hail'd  by  me. 

Tutelary  Deity. 


Ko.  i; 
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SATURDAY,  juneT,  lySS. 

Sed  nunc  non  erat  bis  locus* 

HoR.  Ars  Poet* 

Beauties  they  are^  but  beauties  out  of  place. 

Francis. 

JL  HAT  the  influence  the  drama  pdireflTcs 
over  the  minds  of  mankind  in  general  has  chiefly 
been  extended  towards  the  enforcement  of  mora- 
lity and  VirtuCi  few  people  of  judgment  will  fc* 
rieufly  deny. 

The  high  efliimation  in  which  it  is  held  by 

the  public,  is,  I  conjedture,  the  reafon  why  of 

C  lali 
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late  afting  has  become  an  objeft  of  fuch  general 
imitation  and  envy*  Each  fex,  from  the  higheft 
to  the  lowed  rank  of  mortals,  feems  invariably 
afFcfted  with  this  epidemical  diforder. 

To  every  individual  of  this  dcfcription  I  beg 
leave  to  addrefs  the  following  fhort  anecdote^ 
cxtradtcd  from  Beckford's  Thoughts  upon  Hunt- 
ing. 

A  young  man  (probably  fonder  of  hearing  the 
inelody  of  his  own  voice  than  that  of  the  dogs) 
difordered  the  teconomy  of  the  pack,  by  re- 
peatedly hallooing  to,  and  cheering  the  hounds  -, 
which  their  proprietor  obferving,  rode  up  to  the 
young  gentleman,  thankfully  exprefied  his  obli- 
gations to  him  for  the  trouble  he  had  undergone 
on  his  account,  but  at  the  fame  time  (pointing 
at  his  huntfman  and  whipper-in)  informed  him, 
that  as  he  paid  thofe  two  men  in  green  for  than 
exprefs  purpofe,  any  future  exertions  of  his  voice 
would  be  unneceffary  and  fuperfluous. 

Mutato  nomine  dc  te 
Fahula  narratur. 

In  the  name  of  the  public,  therefore,  I  render 
my  thanks  to  thofe  gentlemen  and  ladies  who 
are  fo  very  folicitous  about  the  advancement  of 

our 
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our  morality,  that  they  condefccnd  themfelves  to 
aflume  the  teipporary  characters  of  vagrants  to 
procure  our  reformation  :  but  at  the  fame  time 
think  it  a  duty  incumbent  on  myfelf  to  inform 
6ur  illuftrious  iiiftrudors,  that  the  buflcin'd  arid 
ibck'd  inhabitants  of  Drury  lane  and  Covent- 
garden  are  by  us  allowed  a  fufEcicnt  ftipend  for 
that  purpofe;  and,  beitig  regularly  brought  up  to 
the  profeflion,  I  humbly  conceive  better  qua- 
lified to  move  in  the  dramatic  fphere,  than  thofe 
who  have  only  *^  ftrutted  a  few  fiiort  hours  upon 
fhe  ftage." 

To  the  little  ading  academics  we  are  indebted 
for  the  annual  murders  of  Shake(pear>  Rowc, 
and  Otway. 

Every  young  man  poflefled  of  Stentorian  lungs, 
thinks  himfelf  highly  qualified  to  rant  through 
the  characters  of  Chamont,  Richard,  or  Lotha- 
rio i  nor  arc  the  parts  they  feleft  always  fo  well 
adapted  to  the  fiery  deportment  of  the  perfor- 
mers as  thofe  I  have  mentioned.  Ranting  to 
them  is  the  quinteflence  of  adting,  which  they 
never  lay  afide  in  characters  the  moft  grave  and 
fedate.  Nor  is  it  an  uncommon  thing  to  fee  one 
of  thefe  ftage-ftruck  academicians  (training  in 
the  higheft  key  of  his  voice  through  Hamlet's 
C  2  celebrated 
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celebrated  foliloquy,  or  any  other  Ipeech  howjr 
ever  ferioys  or  moralizing;. 

I  never  heard  of  any  \fave  one)  of  the^ 
would-be  aftors  that  ever  met  with  his  defert^. 
The  following  anecdote  will  exemplify  a  few  of 
the  inconveniences  which  his  fpouting  talents 
brought  on  himfelf  and  family. 

Mafter  Chelhire  coming  home  for  the  Eafter-r 
holidays,  was  obferved  to  be  extremely  penfive 
and  thoughtful,  frequently  walking  up  and  dowp 
with  folded  arms,  fometimes  darting — in  fhort,  he 
exhibited  the  appearance  of  a  y#ung  man  ^*  crazed 
with  care,  or  croffed  in  hopelefs  love."  His  fond 
mother,  an  honeft  cheefemonger^s  widow,  who 
had  fcarce  ever  been  at  a  play  more  than  her  an- 
nual Chriftmas  vifit  to  George  Barn\yell,  began 
to  think  her  darling's  intellefts  were  a  little  dif- 
orderedi  and  accordingly,  as  an  afFeftionate  mo- 
ther fhould  do,  refolved  to  fit  up  by  his  bedfide, 
to  watch  theC:rifisof  his  indiipofition. 

Her  fpn  had  retired  to  his  bed  an  hour,  when 
bis  dear  mamma,  bearing  a  rulh-lightinher  hand, 
entered  the  room  with  filent  circumfpeftion. 
Mafter  Billy  had  been  rehearfing  the  part  of 
Macbeth,  and  unfortunately  left  his  truncheoa 

on 
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^n  the  floor;  the  confequence  of  which  was,  that 
poor  Mrs.  Chefliire,  having  her  eyes  fixed  upon 
her  fon,  did  not  perceive  it,  till  rolling  under  her 
feet,  it  gave  her  a  fevere  tumble ;  the  rufli-light 
of  CQurfe  was  extinguifhed,  and  the  noife  of  her 
fall  awakened  Billy.  The  moon  darting  her  rc^. 
iplendent  beams  upon  the  brafs  candleftick,  di- 
refted  the  young  man's  eyes  to  his  proftrate  mo* 
ther,  an^  having  his  mind  fully  imprefled  with 
the  dramatic  influenza,  he  burft  forth  with, 

^^  Angels  and  minifters  of  grace  defend  me ! 
Be  thou  a  fpirit  of  health,  or  goblin  damn'd. 
Bring  with  thee  airs  from  heav'n,  or  blafts  from 
heU/'  &c. 

His  mother  made  no  other  refponfes  than  her 
groans,  for  flie  was  much  bruifed  by  the  fall. 
Matter  Billy  went  on :  "  Never  fliake  thy  goary 
locks  at  me;  thou  canfl:  not  fay  I  did  it."  Alas! 
cried  his  mother,  no,  'twas  this  infernal  head  of 
a  mopftick,  which  your  madnefs  has  made  ufe  of 
for  a  walking- flick  ever  fince  you  Came  from 
fchool. 

Her  fon's  mind  was  too  much  taken  up  with 
the  admiration  of  his  own  recital  to  attend  to  the 

complaints 


24  The    Trifle Rt 

compkints  of  his  mother,  but  he  proceeded  in 
the  fame  dramatic  (lyle : 

*^  What  man  dare,  I  dare. 
Approach  thou  like  the  rugged  Ruffian  bear. 
The  arm'd  rhinoceros,  or  Hyrcanian  tiger; 
Take  any  (hape  but  that,  and  my  firm  nerves 
Shall  never  tremble:  Or  be  alive  again. 
And  dare  me  to  the  defert  with  thy  fword. 
If  trembling  I  inhibit,  then  proteft  me 
The  baby  of  a  girl.     Hence,  horrible  fhadow ! 
Unreal  mockery  hence !"— — 

Upon  faying  thefe  words  he  fprang  out  of 
bed,  and  advanced  tov/ards  his  affrighted  mo- 
ther. Fear  gave  her  ftrength,  and  dreading  die 
ill  confequences  of  being  loft  alone  with  a  mad- 
man, although  her  fon,  fhe  flew  out  of  the  room 
w  ith  much  greater  precipitancy  than  flie  had  en- 
tered it,  and  left  Billy  repeating  thefe  words : 

"  The  earth  has  bubbles  as  the  water  hath. 
And  this  is  of  them.'* 

Mrs,  Chelhire,  as  foon  as  flie  recovered  froni 
her  fright,  hurried  to  her  neighbour,  the  apothe-v 
cary ;  after  thundering  fome  time  at  the  door, 
Ihe  was  let  in  by  the  difciple  of  Galen,  in  pro^ 
p'id  ferfondi  *  and  would  you  think  it.  Dr.  Bo- 

liu./ 
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lus/  (he  exclaimed,  *  My  poor  boy,  Billy,  is  out 
of  his  mind !  O,  Billy  was  a  fweet  child  till  I 
fcnt  him  to  the  academy,  and  now  the  boy  has 
returned  as  mad  as  a  March  hare:  It  is  but 
this  moment  that  I  came  from  his  room ;  di- 
rectly he  faw  me  he  began  to  be  light- 
heaccd;  and  firft  of  all  called  me  an  angel, 
then  changed  his  note,  and  faid  I  was  z  damn'd, 
hobgoblin,  and  a  blad  from  hell,  that  I  could 
not  fay  as  how  'twas  he  that  tript  up  my  heels  j 
and  after  cillipg  me  tiger  and  ragged  bear, 
concluded  with  thrrateninir  to  turn  me  out  of 
the  room.'  To  this  incoherent  harangue.  Dr. 
Eolus,  after  pulling  down  his  ruffles,  and  adjuft- 
ing  hli  wig,  replied  in  thefc  words: '  I  partly  com- 
prche.'.d,  madam,  the  origin  of  your  fon's  ma- 
Iiiv;  :he  fibres  which  lea  J  from  the  ftomach  to 
tl-e  b*Min  have,  by  fonr.e  unforeleenrrifchance, 
become  entangled  w:rh  each  other,  and  have  oc- 
ciAi-r.-i  a  ccrrretioncf  the  difcrere  or  divided 
mnt:  gz  th^  brain,  where,  according  to  the 
crl">-'.=  of  Pyilicgoras,  Hippocrates,  and  Galtr., 
t.-*  :'j..'.  :i  {jpy^^Ci:i  :o  ref:ie.  No-a  irv  cp:- 
r  '  "1  I  ,  T-.at  rr.e  iys\.  ci  vi,ur  ii^n,  T.r.v.T.^  **er 
tf^:-T  vir.:s  up  iU:rs  ve r/  rr'jch  cerasged  and  cur 
f:f  crdrr,  has  vtr.*  Tr;:rlr  ri:::reu  to  f_«rre  par: 
cf  -LTrt  c  ■«dv,  2:;d  v-1;    zrczaoiv   u^.^  'j:>   ht-r 
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tic  ftory  are  made  fit  for  her  reception,  whicli 
cannot  be  done  till  the  accuftomed  humidity 
again  flowing  through  the  ufual  du£bs  or  chan- 
nels, difleminate  the  concreted  fubftance,  and 
reftore  the  cerebrum  to  its  natural  ftate; 
This,  madam,  is  the  caufe  of  your  fon's  being 
lightheaded,  which,  I  flatter  myfelf,  I  can  eafdy 
remove.  But  pray  what  was  the  firfl:  fymptom 
of  his  indifpofition  ?  Why,  Sir,  faid  (he,  the  firft 
day  Billy  came  home  for  the  holydays,  I  faw 
him  in  die  back  yard  fawing  off  the  end  of 
our  mop  ;  and  fo  fays  I,  Billy,  are  you  going  to 
be  in  the  fafliion  too,  with  a  walking  fl:ick  ten 
inches  long  ?  No,  mother,  faid  he,  I  Ihall  make 
a  trencher  of  it.  A  trencher  !  quoth  I ;  then  I 
fuppofc,  Billy,  you  have  learnt  to  conjure  at  the 
academy  ?  and  fo  he  giv'd  a  fl:art,  and  faid^ 
"  Yes,  I  can  call  fpirits  from  the  vafl:y  deep  j" 
and  he*  went  on  with  a  great  deal  more,  which 
I  don't  remember  now  ;  hm  I  do  remember  my 
mind  mifgiv'd  me  then,  that  Billy,  was  /;<?;/  cor- 
pus i  but  if  you  can  cure  him.  Dr.  Bolus,  you 
Ihall  jiave  die  bcft  cheelc  in  my  fliop,  and  tick 
for  another. 

Allured  by  the  fplendor  of  the  propofed  reward, 
the  Doftor  proceeded  immediately  to  bufinefs, 
and  fo  purged,  biiitercd,  and  blooded  the  young 

mani 
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jfnan,  that  he  left  hirp  neither  ftrength  nor  fpi- 
fics  to  rant;  fo  thinking  himfelf  deprived  qf  the 
nioft  valuable  aGGomplilhment  in  afting  j  he 
ikvilely  gave  up  his  hopes  of  fucceeding  in  the 
clfamattc  line,  and  Jbecame  perfbftly  compofed. 
The  Doftor  claimed  his  cheefe,  and  is,  by  the 
icreditof  this  cure,  ftill  fpoken  of  in  the  neighbour- 
hood as  wonderfully  fkiljed  in  all  cafw  of  in^ 
fenity. 

Should  .the  ridiculous  fituations  which  the 
young  cheefemonger  experienced  from  his  fond- 
nefs  of  the  ftage,  not  be  a  fufficicnt  antidote 
againll  privatje  ading,  I  would  recommend  a 
little  of  Dr.  Bolus's  purging  and  bleeding  tQ 
thofe  of  my  readers,  who  arc  unhappily  in» 
fefted  with  the  dramatic  mania.— — Horace 
fvilli  us, 

Fifii  taiid  ignchilis  ylrgis 
i^/<//^  ere  deb  at  miros  audi  re  Tragu\'i^s 
In  lacuo  Lotus  Jejfoy  jdanjurque  Tb(;atro. 

HoR.  Epift.  ii.  Lib.  2, 

At  j\rgos  liv-d  a  citizen  v.dl  known. 
Who  io.ig  irnagin*d  chat  he  hcaid  the  tone 
Of  deep  Tragedians  on  an  empty  ftage. 
And  fat  applauding  in  extatlcrage. 

Francis. 
It 
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It  would  puzzle  many  a  cafuift  to  determine 
l^hcther  the  madnefs  of  tht  Argive  or  modern 
aAing  youths  is  the  more  unreafonable  in  its 
nature.  It  is  my  opinion,  that  when  the  plaudits 
of  the  Ar^ve  were  not  very  loud  nor  vehemenc, 
he  was  by  far  the  leaft  troublcfome,  and  morti 
agreeable  Companion  of  the  two^ 

Fdr  niy  own  part,  I  always  look  u})on  thoft 
ipouters  deferring  from  the  true  dramatic  ftand- 
ard,  in  the  fame  ludicrous  light  that  I  behold 
the  enthufiaftic  followers  of  Wliirfield  diffcnt- 
ing  from  the  eftablifhed  church  ;  and  as  a  chani- 
j[)ion  for  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  ftage^  I 
have  endeavoured  to  conduft  thcfe  wanderers  into 
the  paths  of  common  fcnic  and  propriety.  Though 
ftrongly  prepoffefled  with  the  idea  of  dieir  inlen- 
fibility  to  all  the  Ihafts  of  criticilm  and  futii  c,  l 
am  afraid  my  fuccefs  will  not  be  anfvverable  p^ 
tny  wilhes ;  for 

If  auling  once  poflefs  the  bralrii 

Tlxe  frenzy  darts  fiom  vein  to  veirt; 

How  faial  to  tiic  patient's  eafc 

This  epidemical  dir^jafe  ! 

By  day,  by  night,  he  groans,  he  fighsj 

And  tragic  ghofts  in  fancy  rife  ; 

Not  human  powV  can  flop  d>e  ill,- 

A  parent's  pray*r,  or  Monro's,  fkill. 


JSfo.     3. 
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Semper  ego  auditor  tantum  ? 

Juvenal. 
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SATURDAY,  Juru  u^  l^%i. 

H  B«Xi0^f,  iTri  fiMf  irfpaovn;  «•>«?»  frwBaHrBeit  tutrA  tqv  iycfav,  Xiytrtd 
tn  K«im}  yivoiTO  ^ap  «y  rt  K«(y9Tipoy>  i)  MAXf^i^v  avqp  A^voiir;  MtT«ir«Xf/bu^, 
jMi  T*   T«v  EXKnvoiV    ^ouiafv;    ri^xi  OtXt^nro;;  3,  /u«  Afy  «XX'  a^ini. 

miMiTty  Zneif  oZrot  Vfo^x.^rt  to";  «'pa}'/u«9't  to*  vevy. 

D&MOSTHEKZSy    Z  PbfL 

TeU  me,  will  you  go  fbout  and  aflc  one  anotfacTj  niat  ntwif  what  can 
jbe  more  aftoniihing  newi  than  thisi  t^at  the  Man  of  Macedcn  makes  war 
upon  the  Atbcn'ianh  >ad  difpofef  the  aflTain  of  Greece  f  is  Philip  dead  ? 
no ;  but  he^s  Hck :  what  (ignifies  it  to  you  whether  he  be  dead  or  alive  ?  fo' 
y  any  thing  happen  io  this  Fbilif^  you  wUl  immediately  raife  up  anothec 


As 


^S  Politics  form  fo  confiderable  a  part  of  the 
ftudy  and  knowledge  of  the  EogUih  nation,  I 
mean  to  offer  a  few  refleftioQs  .on  their  tiniverfal 
prevalency,  and  fome  inftr]udbns  proper  to  be 
pbferved  in  the  purfuitof  them. 

To  enquire  into  the  origin,  progrefs,  and  final 

fftabliihment  of  the  Britifh  Conltitutipn^  to  de- 

D  fine 
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fine  its  fcvcral  conftituent  parts,  and  to  watc^ 
pver  and  guard  their  different  counterpoizes,^  fb. 
^  to  prevent  cither  from  fubverting  the  due  au- 
thority of  the  reft,  is  a  talk  reconnmended  to  every 
Engliftinnan  by  the  fpirited  example  of  his  anr 
ceftors,  and  enforced  by  his  love  and  regard  for 
liberty:  fo  far,  ^nd  no  farther,  does  true  patri- 
otifm  fanftion  his  political  exertions j  to  thcfe 
points  it  kads  him,  but  vanilhes  when  the  daring 
fpirit  of  ipiiOvation,  or  the  tranfient  pofTeffion  of 
popularity,  carries  him  beyqnd  them.     But  th? 
duties  of  a  modern  as  well  as  an  Athenian  poli- 
tician comprehend  a  more  extenfive  latitude; 
they  not  only  teach  him  to  defend  the  liberties  of 
the  fubjedV,  but  to  invcftigate  ^he  ftrength,  fi- 
nances,   commerce,  and  adminiftration  of  the 
nation ;  to  difcufs  the  conduft  of  thofe  who  are 
cntniftcd  with  the  executive  government ;  to  pro- 
phcfy  or  determine  the  duration  of  a  minlftry  j 
and,  as  lyill  may  invite,  to  relieve  or  increafe 
the  wants  of  a  clamorous  oppolition— To  render 
the  accpunt  entirely  complete,  we  may  add  the 
labours  of  die  foreign  department,  fuch  as  in  Afia^^ 
the  forewarning  the  nation  of  the  future  defigns 
pf  Tippoo  Saib  on  the  Carnaticj  in  America,  the 
fettling  the  form  of  government  among  the  inder 
pendent  States;  in  Africa,  the  making  the  Em- 
peror, cif  MorqccQ  fpcak  tfu^h;  and  in  Europcj^ 

the 
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Ihe  difcovering  the  Machiavclian  motives  of  the 
inconfiftenc  Jofeph  j  afU  of  them  very  difEculti 
efpecially  the  laft,  which  I  am  afraid  will  baffle 
the  pride  of  politicians  as  long  as  the  prefent 
lyftem  of  policy  impels  the  Court  of  Vienna  to 
miftakc  bullying  for  fortitude,  treachery  for  wif- 
dom,  and  a  wavering  timidity  for  cautious  pru- 
dence. 

There  are,  doubtlefsj  many  gentlemen  who  ' 
tindertake  the  ftudy  of  politics  more  for  the 
fake  of  amufement  than  the  defire  of  knowledge 
or  pecuniary  fatisfaftionj  but  there  are  as  many, 
and  perhaps  more,  that  value  it  merely  for  the 
reputation  it  confers  on  them  among  the  igno- 
rant, or  the  advantages  that  accrue  from  it  in 
gaming  in  the  public  funds,  or  propofing  fomc 
■  foolifh  and  intfercfted  projeft. 

The  laft  worthy  fet  of  gentlemen,  who  arc 

commonly    dignified    by  the  names  of  ftock- 

jobbers,  and  projeftors,  (if  experience  may  be 

believed)  poffefs  a  greater  plenitude  of  power 

than  is  generally  allotted  to  the  (hare  of  ordinary 

beings  of-  the  human   race:    for  what  mortal 

power  can  be  greater  than  that  which  dechronefi 

the  imperial  Catherine  of  all  the  Ruflfias,   and 

brings  the  intelligence  of  it  to  England  on  the 

fame  day ;  or  that  which  is  able  to  pay  off  the 

national  debt  without  nevv  taxes,  or  other  addi- 
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tional  burthen^  in  fo  fhort  a  fpace  as  that  of  tw9 
or  three  years  i 

A  polician,  wlio  has  purfued  to  its  utmoft  ex- 
tent the  knowledge  of  his  art,  and  fo  underftanda 
its  fineffes,  as  to  be  able  to  accomplifh  die  afore- 
mentioned  duties,  frequendy  effeds  fuch  great 
revolutions  in  empires  and  kingdoms^  as  to  a 
fuperficial  obferver  would  appear  beyond  the 
bounds  of  poflibility ;  our  wonder  therefore  on 
the  univerfality  of  this  ftudy  will  naturally  ceafc, 
when  we  are  acquainted  with  the  immenfe  influ- 
ence that  refults  from  a  fuccefsful  purfuit  of  it, 
and  thfe  profound  refpeft,  which  is  on  all  occa- 
fions  fhewn  to  its  profefTors :  for  what-  public 
meafurc  was  ever  agitated,  on  which  politicians 
tiavc  not  convened  with  as  much  regularity,  de- 
bated with  as  much  freedom,  and  diiputed  th« 
propriety  of  with  as  much  acrimony,  as  the 
grand  parliamentary  council  of  the  nation  ?  Or 
the  opinion  of  whofc  fentiments  have  been  more 
carnefUy  requefted,  whofe  decifions  were  waited 
for  with  more  anxiety,  or  whofe  mandates  more 
readily  obeyed  ?  The  vanity  of  human  purfuits, 
and  the  empdnefs  of  their  enjoyments,  have  been 
thiemes  on  which  philofophers  and  moralifl:s  have 
built  their  ftrongeft  arguments  in  fupport  of  their 
doftrines,  and  rules  i  but  none  have  as  yet,  to 
the  beft  of  my  remembrance,  ever  difputed  the 

utility 
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Utility  of  thofe  cffcds,  which  proceed  from  a  fuc- 
cefsful  perfcverancc  in  the  ftudy  of  Politics. — 
This  obfervarion  is  neccflTarily  conclufive. 

As  in  orfier  fcicnces,  fo  in  this,  there  arc  cer- 
tain methods  to  be  purfued,  which  not  only  ren- 
der the  art  more  eafy  to  be  attained,  but  confide- 
rably  add  to  its  intrinfic  value  and  matter.  Of 
thefe  the  moft  efficacious  is  that  which  confifts 
in  the  repeating  all  your  knowledge  to  Ibme  inti- 
mate friend,  whereby  you  engrofs  all  converla- 
tion  to  yourfelf  (a  very  cxcufable  egotifm),  and 
at  die  fame  time  ftrengthen  your  memory  by 
recounting  the  furprizing  revolutions  of  modern 
courts,  or  interpreting  the  ancient  diftinftion  be- 
tween, and  lamenting  the  preient  confufion  of^ 
Whig  and  Tory. 

If  the  (ludent  in  this  art  unfortunately  has  no 
intimate  friend,  to  whom  he  may  communicate 
his  praAical  difcourfe ;  or  has  worn  one  out,  as 
is  frequendy  the  cafe,  it  would  be  expedient  to 
have  (bme  bumble  couftn  in  the  houfe,  who  by  a 
periodical  nod  of  the  head  might  fignify  a  hearty 
approbation  of  his  patron's  lefTons.  But  as  this 
to  fome  may  be  too  expenfive,  I  would  in  fuch 
a  cafe  advife  him  to  purchafe  ^fiatue^  to  whom 
his  difcourfe  may  be  direded :  my  readers  may 
wonder—though  the  purpofe  will  be  anfwercd 
equally  weUi  for  as  neither  friend  or  coulin  are 

permitted 
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permitted  to  interrupt  the  converfation,  a  ftattie, 
which  would  neither  have  will  or  power  to  trainf- 
grefsj  would  make  an  admirable  flibftitute ;  and 
if  economy  or  falhion  did  not  quickly  befriend 
the  noveltyj  neceflity  would  at  lead  excufe  it. 
Indeed  it  has  frequently  aftonifhed  mey  how  a 
matter  of  fuch  importance,  as  the  adoption  of 
the  above  device,  has  been  fo  long  negleftedy 
fince  nothing  can  be  more  cheap,  Cmple  or  con- 
venient. 

Another  method  of  adding  to  the  ftore  of  po- 
litical knowledge,  is  the  praftice  of  prophefy- 
ing  events  the  moft  diftant  from  probability,  for 
in  this  lies  the  greateft  exertion  of  art  and  genius^ 
and  here  let  mt  forewarn  all  from  ever  holding 
•forth  the  language  of  fools,  as  it  is  very  properly 
called,  ofy  in  other  words,  from  flattering  the 
wilhes  iind  expeftation  of  a  company  by  promifes 
of  profperity,  or  affurances  of  the  good  and 
growing  ftate  of  the  nation  :  every  one  defirous 
of  faime^  muft  be  the  i^otyTig  Kocxiov^  unlefs  a 
finecurey  dignity,  or  living,  is  cither  wanted  or 
expefted. 

The  utility  of  this  method  may  be  reduced  to 
the  three  following  points :  firft,  it  irtipreffes  the 
hearers  with  a  great  opinion  of  the  Prophet's 
knowledge;^  fecondly,  fuch  imprcflion  applies 
kfelf  inmiticdiately  to  the  Propbef,  and  fills  him 

with 
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with  a  great  idea  of  his  own  confequencc; 
thirdly,  it  exercifes  both  genius  and  art,  as  the 
jnerit  of  a  prediftion  fubfifts  chiefly  in  its  fub- 
limity  and  coAneftion.  Perhaps  it  may  be  ob- 
jefted,  that  the  laft  method  does  not  direftly  add 
to  the  intrinfic  matter  of  politics  j--- true — but 
indireSfly  it  effects  much ;  for  what  excitement  is 
'ftronger  than  felf-conceit,  what  encouragement 
greater  than  fclf  approbation ;  and  what  know-f 
ledge  is  known  to  originate  or  fubfift  withoyt  ex- 
citement and  encouragement  ? 

The  old  adage,  that  nothing  exifts  from  which 
good  may  not  by  labour  be  extradVed,  is  amply 
verified  by  the  foregoing  Socratical  ratiocination! 
none  lefs  ingenious  than  myfelf  could  have  fer- 
tilized thefe  two  political  methods  to  fo  great  a 
degree,  as  to  make  them  the  indilpenfible  requi^ 
fites  of  the  young  ftudent — I  f^y  young,  becaufc 
the  following  letter  from  an  unfortunate  parent 
aflures  me,   without  difputing  the  intrinfic  effi- 
cacy of  them,  that  they  are  the  natural  appen- 
dages of  a  true  politician ;  whether  nature,  or  an 
{ifliduous  endeavour  towards  the  obtainment  of 
^em  prevails  moft,  is  a  point  I  fli2ll  not  at  pre- 
fent  difpute:  that  they  Ihould  be  the  purfuit  of 
all  ftudents  in  this  fcience,  fince  all  the  adepts 
poflefs  and  exercifc  them,  is  a  truth,  which,  I 
truft,   no  Sceptic  will  even  take  the  liberty  of 
^pubting.  To 
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To  Timothy   ToucnstONE^ 

5  I  Jtj 

I  had  the  misfortune  to  be  left  a  widower 
niany  years  ago.  My  wife,  whofe  lofs- — (but  this 
is  not  a  proper  occafion  to  enlarige  uponj  brought 
me  an  only  fon,  whofe  education^  by  the  aid  of 
a  comfortable  income,  I  was  able  to  difc6t  ac- 
cording to  my  own  ideas.  After  in^bibing  the 
accuftomed  portion  of  Latin  and  Greek  at^  re- 
pQtad>Ie  fchool,  he  returned  home  in  every  rcr 
ijpcft  anfwerable  to  my  wifhes.  As  I  meant  him 
to  make  thiC  tour  of  Europe,  I  engaged  a  tutor, 
who,  in  order  to  qualify  him  to  make  the  necef- 
fery  obfervations  at  foreign  courts,  might  firft  by 
reading  with  him  their  hiftories^  explain  to  hin; 
their  different  interefts,  and  afterwards  attend 
him  on  his  travels.  The  gentlemaq  I  made 
choice  of  was  univprfally  approved  of.  But^ 
alas  I  Sir,  that  approbation  was  the  caufe  of  my 
fen'^s  ruin  and  my  own  mifery ;  not  becaufc  it  was 
jD  bcftowed  on  that  particular  point,  but  fince, 
\rf  fiattering  my  vanity,  it  rendered  me  for  fomc 
pmc  infenfible  to  his  latent  principles.  In  fhort, 
^was  of  the  fe£t  of  modern  politicians,  whom 
in  a  few  words  I  will  defcribe  to  you.  A  natural 
peculiarity  of  manners  always  diftinguiflies  this 

fcdt 
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fcft  from  the  common  herd  of  mankind:  a  proud 
contempt  of  all  publications  except  thofe  of 
newlpapers,  pamphlets,  and  the  like  j  a  continual 
cxercifc  of  the  tongue,  either  in  the  creation  or 
propagation  of  falfehoods,  an  entire  neglcdt  of 
all  decorum,  and  an  endeavour  to  difappoint  the 
wifties  of  all  by  the  fereboding  of  fiftitious  mif- 
fortunes,  or  the  fpeedy  information  of  real  ones, 
are  the  certain  cha]:a£terifticks  of  all  its  mem- 
bers.    No  fooner  is  a  perfon  inlifted  under  the 
banners    of  this  imperious  difcipline,    than  he 
puts  on  the  uniform  of  authority,  and,  like  the 
beardlefs  enfign,  exchanges  the  liberty  of  a  man 
for  the  mere  appearance  of  adfcititious  greatnefs. 
Deprived  of  the  freedom  of  thinking,  the  moft 
glorious  attribute  of  human  nature,  into  what 
ftate — But  I  am  afraid  I  have  laid  too  much — 
Pardon  a  declamatory  digreffion,  the  feverity  of 
ivhich  refentment  has  inlpired,  and  truth  founded, 
upon  melancholy  experience  fufficiently  juftifiest 
Well,    Sir,    my  fon  was  converted,    and  fooij 
adopted  the  behaviour  and  prejudices  of  his  tu* 
tor  i  inftead  of  converfing  on  ordinary  and  en-» 
tcrtaining  topicks,  he  by  degrees  grew  either 
thoughtful,  or  elfe  gave  a  long  differtation  on 
the  balance  of  power.     Aware  at  length  left  he 
(hould  carry  the  ftudy  of  European  policy  be- 
yond the  fuggeftions  of  rcafon,  I  prefled  him  to 

undertake 
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undertake  immediately  his  tour,  but  this  with 
very  little  ceremony  he  pofitively  refufed.  My 
eyes  were  now  opened ;  I  difmiffed  the  tutor, 
whom  I  JLiftly  confidered  as  the  author  of  his 
converfion,  and  too  late  regretted  my  miftake  ; 
the  fymptoms  had  long  ago  appeared,  the  mad- 
nefs  now  raged  with  its  natural  fury  ;  no  medi- 
cine, either  alterative  or  forcible,  has  hitherto, 
and  I  fear  never  will,  either  divert  its  effefts,  or 
allay  its  obftinacy. 

Every  parent  mud  own,  that  my  fituation  is 
not  very  enviable ;  the  bonds  of  confanguineout 
affeftion  are  the  comforts  of  age,  when  they  arc 
correfpondent  and  mutual.  But  to  have  an  only 
child,  who  but  a  few  years  ago  exhibited  the 
ftrongeft  marks  of  obedience  and  difcretion,  now 
void  of  filial  duty,  and  abforbed  in  idle  fpecu* 
lations  and  theoretical  forms  of  an  imprafticable 
government ;  to  hear  him  prophefy  the  ruin  of 
the  nation,  fpread  abroad  abfurd  falfehoods,  and 
admire  the  Ipirit  of  a  king,  who  aims  at  defpo* 
tifm  by  the  advice  of  an  ambitious  monk,  is  a 
misfortune,  which  neither  philofophy  can  alle- 
viate, and  which  no  religion  can  compel  a  man 
of  fchfibility  to  endure  with  a  ftoical  apathy, 
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SATURDAY,   >w2i,  tjiS, 

— ^tt^x  quffyue  ferl  JluJio  tfrvin^ms  adhgtrit^ 
Aui  qu^hus  in  rebus  multum  Jumus  antl  morati^ 
Atque  in  qua  ratione  fuit  conUnta  magis  mens, 
Infimnts  tadem  plerumque  videmur  ohire.  Luc » IT. 

«-what  (ladies  pleaie»  what  xnoft  delight. 
And  fill  mens'  thoughts,  they  dream  them  o'er  at  night. 

Creech. 

J[]VEfleAing  the  other  night  on  the  abfurdity  of 
my  conduct  in  undertaking  a  work,  which  re- 
quired abilities  far  fuperior  to  mine  to  make  ic 
either  fit  for  the  inftruAionj  or  to  adapt  it  to  the 
<ntcrtainment  of  my  readers,  I  quickly  became 
convinced  how  great  a  trefpafs  I  was  committing 
on  the  patience  of  my  patrons^  and  how  ridicu- 
£  lous 
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tens  a  light  I  had  fet  myfclf  in  by  the  feeble  ef- 
forts of  my  pen,  wholly  unequal  to  the  afduous 
cntcrprife  I  found  my felf  engaged  in,  when  deep 
put  an  end  to  all  thefc  fober  confiderations,  and 
caftagratefulveiloverthcconfcioufncfs  I  then  en- 
tertained of  my  folly,difagreeablchowever  as  the 
caufe  of  my  (lumber  might  be,  which  by  robbing 
mc  of  the  forced  flowerets  of  my  hope,  and  re- 
ducing me  to  a  (late  of  haplefs  defpondency, 
compelled  me  to  feek  for  refuge  from  my  preftnt 
fpirit-breaking  profpedt  amidft  the  "  fweets  of 
forgctfulncfs,"the  efTeft  proved  quite  otherwife, 
as  itnot  only  afforded  me  a  conliderable  degree 
of  imaginary  happinefs,  (in  delighting  my  mind 
with  a  moft  agreeable  vifion),  but  afted  as  a  fa- 
vorable omen  upon  me,  infpiring  me  with  frefli 
courage  to  profccute  my  plan,  and  to  do  my  beft 
endeavours  towards  rendering  this  paper  as  ac- 
ceptable as  lies  in  my  power,  at  the  hands  of  my 
fchoolfellows,  my  patrons,  and  the  public  in 
general. 

Methought  I  found  myfelf  in  a  temple  facrcd 
to  Judgment,  the  Goddefs  of  which  appeared 
fitting  on  a  throne  at  the  upper  end  of  this  fpa- 
cious  hall.  On  each  fide  of  her  were  feated  her 
handmaids.  Caution  on  the  right  hand,  and  In* 
fpedion  on  the  left.  Near  the  entrance  of  this 
auguft  manfion,  Tafte,  the  younger  fitter  of 
•Judgment,  was  bufying  herfelf  in   receiving 

whatever 
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whatever  produdions  Fame  brought  up  from  the 
regions  of  earth.  I  had  juft  had  time  fufficient 
to  take  a  curfory  view  of  the  place,  and  diftin- 
guifli  the  perfonages  by  their  refpeftive  attri* 
butes,  when  the  found  of  a  crumpet  claimed  my 
attention,  and  recalled  my  wandering  eyes  from 
the  pleafing  fcene  the  various  beauties  of  the 
place  prefented  to  them.  I  immediately  guefled 
it  to  be  the  blaft  of  Fame;  but  bow  great  was 
my  furprife  when  the  buftling  Goddefs  having 
procured  admittance,  and  making  up  with  all 
fpeed  to  the  feat  of  Tafte,  prefented  to  her  the 
Firft  Number  of  the  Triflcr !  My  heart  fuddcn- 
ly  mifgave  me,  and  I  trembled  at  the  decree  ^ 
my  produftion  was  now  to  receive  frooi  the 
mouths  of  two  GodJeflcs  whom  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  mortals  to  deceive.  By  this  Time 
Tafte  had  caft  an  hafty  glance  over  the  paper, 
when  bowing  her  head  as  a  mark  of  her  appro- 
bation, Fame  founded  her  (brill  clarion  a  fecond 
time,  and  the  two  attendants  of  Judgment  haf- 
tened  down  the  Temple,  and  returned  to  their 
Miftrefs  with  the  fubjcdt  of  difcuflion  in  their 
bands.  The  examination  which  thequick«<yed 
Deity  had  given  the  work  was  almoft  inftantane- 
ous,  the  appeal  to  her  feelings  was  fudden,  and 
Ihe  had  accordingly  figniiied  her  opinion  with- 
out further  deliberation}  but  Judgment  pro- 
ceeded in  no  fuch  hafty  manner— (he  turned  the 
£  X  leaves 
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leaves  over  and  over,  and  {crutinized  the  work 
with  an  eye  of  the  deepeft  penetration.  The 
iymptoms  here  I  found  truly  alarming,  and  [ 
rethained  in  a  perpetual  ftate  of  the  moft  patnfttl 
fufpenfeabout  the  fate  of  my  (as  I  apprehended) 
unfuccefsful  attempt :  I  thought  that  could  I  but 
fnatch  it  from  the  hands  of  this  fcvcrc  arbiter,  I 
would  ftifle  the  ftripling  in  its  birth,  and  rather 
forego  all  thefrenetick  joy-fraught  dreams  of  the 
Author,  than  riik  my  work  to  await  the  fentencc 
of  fo  inexorable  a  judge.  How  oft  did  I  wi(h  it 
never  had  fcen  the  light,  or,  fince  it  was  my 
doom  to  fcribble,  I  had  at  lead  bellowed  greater 
pains  on  that  paper  which  was  to  undergo  this 
critical  examination!  I  made  ten  thoufand 
promifes  within  myfelf  to  do  better  for  the  fu- 
ture, and  drive  to  my  utmoft  to  improve  the 
work;  but  all  in  vain ;  it  was  how  too  late  to 
retraft;  the  Trifter  remi^incd  no  longer  at  my 
difpofal,  but  waited  for  the  final  decree  either  to 
ilamp  its  n>erit,  and  recommend  it  as  acceptable 
and  ufefui  to  the  world,  or  condemn  it  to  an 
eternal  and  inexpiable  baniihment,  '<md  fnatch  it 
from  every  favoring  hand  to  bury  it  in  the  dire- 
ful ihades  of  oblivion.  But  whilft  my  heart 
thus  beat  with  anxious  dread  within  me,  whilft 
my  mind  was  on  the  ftretch  of  half-baulked  ex- 
pedation,  and  I  tottered  a  felf-accuiingviftim 
i(  (he  brink  of  difappointed  vanity,  juft  ready 

to 
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to  difclaim  all  acqxiaintance  with  the  unhappy 
prifoner,  and  to  put  an  end  to  any  future  labors 
of  my  own,  by  declaring  aloud  a  total  cefiatton 
of  every  pretenfion  to  ihe  charadter  of  an  Au- 
thorling,  I  perceived  the  fcale  preponderate  in 
ivhich  my  impartial  judge  h^  depofited  the 
work.  Fame  readily  acknowledged  the  favora- 
ble determination,  and  for  the  laft  timeapplying 
her  glory-giving  inftrument  to  her  Itps,  Wew  a 
Waft  fo  loud,  that  it  broke  the  bonds  of  fleep, 
and  all  *'  the  bafclefs  fabrick  of  this  vifioa*' 
was  diffolved. 

The  above  dream  (how  vain  foever  it  may 
appear  in  me  to  lay  it  before  my  readers)  added 
freih  fuel  to  that  flame  which  had  blazed  from 
the  firft  moment  I  formed  the  rafh  intention  of 
becoming  an  author,  and  flattered  me  fo  highly 
with  an  expeftation  of  fuccefs,  that  I  inftantly 
forgot  all  the  dull  reafoning  1  had  entered  into  the 
preceding  evening;  and  receiving  this  adulatory 
fcene  of  fancy  as  a  propitious  omen,  refolved 
to  fet  hand  to  work,  and  win  the  publick's  fa- 
vor even  againft  their  wHl.  If  the  bias  of  a 
favor^whifi^ering  pre/entiment  ftill  flatters  me 
with  a  profpeft  of  fuccefs,  it  is  rather  that  I  am 
buoyed  up  by  an  hope  of  the  world's  propenfity 
to  countenance  the  early  enterprifes  of  yputh, 
than  by  any  confidence  I  can  aflume  from  my 

own 
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ownprodudions.— Myendeavoursareindced  un- 
feigned ly  earneft,  my  exertions  inceflantly  ftrenu- 
cms;  whether  or  no  they  will  meet  with  fucccfs^ 
icft^  with  thofe  who  ihall  deign  to  be  my  kind  and 
candid  readers;  and  if  any  one  laments  that  I  ad* 
bered  not  to  my  half*formed  intention  of  giving 
vp  this  undertakings  which  mature  deliberation 
Iiad  nearly  perfuaded  me  to  do,  Horace  fupplies 
me  with  whatamounts  to  an  author's  excufe  : 

Sic  leve^Jic  farvum  efi^  animum  quoilaudis  avarum 
Suhruit  aut  reficit. 

Such  light,  fuch  trivial  things ,  deprefs  or  raife 
A  foul  impaffion'd  with  a  love  of  praife. 

Frakcis. 

Whilft  I  recommend  the  caviller  to  facrifice  his 
future  fpleen  at  the  altar  of  candor;  and  if  he 
cannot  praife,  at  Icaft  to  remain  a  patient  viaim 
to  the  nod  of  error-fcreening  filence. 
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On  leaving  Westminster  College. 
Dum  nihil  habcmus  majus,  calamo  ludimus. 

PH^DRUS* 

From  weightier  matters  difenga^df  again 
My  luie  I  /natcb^  and  tune  my  willing  ftrain. 

HAIL  happieft  days  !   hail  years  of  lh6rt-liy*d 
blifs ! 
To  gloomy  care's  quick-cank'ring  tooth  un- 
known i 
Seal'd  with  the  joys  of  full  contentment's  kifs. 
Full   fwift  ye  paf$'d,  on  hafty  wings  y'arc 
flown  ! 

But  ftill  the  tribute  of  a  grateful  brcaft. 
Still  recolleftion  paints  th*  enchanting  fcenes^ 

Recalls  each  objcft  by  gay  fancy  dreft. 

Nor  recks  the  lapfe  of  years  which  intervenes. 

And  long  as  memory  ihall  kindly  fmile^ 

Nor  yet  paft  pleafurcs  in  her  tablet  fade. 
So  long  my  pangs  reflection  fliall  beguile, 
And  footh  my  troubles  by  this  theme's  kind 
aid. 

Oft 
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Oft  (as  the  griefs  of  manhood  load  my  mind) 
To  cafe  my  foul  from  forrow's  clofc  embrace. 

To  fhun  her  genVal  claim  on  human  kind, 
Th*  irrevocable  joys  of  youth  I  trace, 

•On  many  a  boyilh  froHck  now  revolve. 
Now  wonder  at  the  eafe  of  former  mirth, 

Whilft  envy  the  enigma  prompts  to  folve. 
And  analyfe  the  caufe  which  gave  it  birth. 

But  youthful  fports  dull  reafon's  fearch  defy. 
Nor  owe  their  pleafure  to  a  ftudied  rule  : 

Faint  lags,  alas !  premeditated  joy ; 

Mij-th  unexpefted  fires  the  drowfieft  foul  I 

Hail,  feat  of  happinefs !  where  cv'ry  face 
Derides  the  fuUen,  moping  ftep  of  Care ; 

Where  Sorrow  finds  no  entrance^  Pain  no  trace. 
Nor  drooping  Melancholy  dares  appear. 

Tis  thine  to  vanquiih  this  fell  troop  of  foes. 
At  early  age  to  ftcm  their  pois*nous  tide ; 

'Tis  thine  to  blend  the  fweets  of  Pleafure's  rofc 
With  the  (harp  thorns  that  fence  bright  Vir- 
tue's fide. 


Thine 
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Thine  to  inftruft  the  yet- untainted  heart 
In  all  that's  lovely,  all  that's  worth  its  carej 

Point  out  bleft  Charity's  foul-wringing  fmart. 
Or  bfipg  the  cries  of  Pity  to  the  tender  ear  I 

Friend(hip  from  thee  adopts  her  deareft  tics. 
From  ibee  th'  ingenuous  mind  imbibes  the 
flame  ; 
Whatever  indifloluble  bonds  arife. 

Thee,  as  their  fountj  their  bafis,  they  pro- 
claim. 

Adieu !  lovM  parent !  joy-fraught  fcenc,  adieu  ! 

Nor  dtem  my  lay,  nor  hold  my  pray'r  amifs, 
J^av' ft  thou  ftill  flourifti  ever  bright  and  true, 

fhe  feat  of  learning,  and  the  fourcc  of  blift ! 


SONNET. 
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SONNET. 

SAY,  lovely  Rofe,   fincc  half-reveard 

My  vrew  thy  beauty  meets. 
Has  dread  of  morning's  bleak  wind  feal'd 

The  fragrance  of  thy  fwects  ? 

Yet  deareft  to  th*  cnamour'd  fight 

Thy  purple  form  appears. 
As  blufhing  o*er  the  mofs's  height 

Thy  cup  its  head  uprears. 

Truft— whilft  thy  outward  leaves  are  fhewn. 

Our  fancy  paints  the  reft ; 
Once  feen,  adieu— (thy  all  is  known) 

To  fancy's  flattVing  tclt. 

Such  are  the  charms  my  fair  one  deck 

In  perfon  as  in  mind ; 
Where  half-fcen  heaves  her  fwcUing  neck. 

Half-told,  her  fenfe  I  find. 
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if  contains  a  'vny  long  account  of  a  common  tranfoElion^  bo 
thinks  would  he  unentertaining  to  his  readers. 

A  Lover  of  Faihion  is  unintilligiblf—and  Rofalida  inad* 
mijjihle. 

Juvenis  Jhall  he  attended  to. 
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SATURDAY,   June  2%,  1788. 

Tota  licet  veteres  exornent  undiqut  ctra 

Airia^  HOBILITAS  folk  eft.  atque  unita  virtus. 

JUVEBTAL. 

IMITATED. 

Shew  me  the  man)  whofe  ceufcience  truly  juil, 

Beams  uncornipt  in  honor's  facred  fnift, 

Nor  towVing  on  the  privilege  of  birth, 

Whofe  words  are  goodnefs,  and  whofe  deeds  are  worth ) 

Him  grandeur's  darling  fon  my  foul  can  fpy 

Thro'  the  deep  gloom  of  unknown  anceftry. 

BURNABY   GitEEX* 

^0   Timothy    Toitchstone, 
S  I  R> 


•A. 


^S  the  expofure  of  thofc  foibles,  that  mark 

*  the  prefent  times,  forms  a  confiderablc  (hare 

<  of  your  lucubrations,  I  take  the  liberty  of  of- 

F  '  fering 
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*  fering  a  grievance,  which  proves  the  banc  of 

*  my  happinpfs,  as  worthy  of  vour  confideration ; 
^  flattering  myfelf  a  fev  remarks  from  the  pen 
'  of  the  TRIFLER  would  more  eafily  effeft 
^  the  reformation  of  thofc*  I  complain  of,  than 

*  the  jufteft  reproaches  from  the  injured. 

^  My  fituation  will,  I  hope,  prove  an  excufc 
'  for  this  application  of  rcdrefs,  as  the  advantages 

*  refulting  from  a  public  education  open  a  larger 

*  field  for  a  fpeculative  mind  than  the  contrafted 

*  circle  of  a  private  fchool. 

'  I  am  fituated  at  a  celebrated  private  Aca- 

*  demy,  and  have  always  (pardon  the  cgotifm) 

*  paid  the  ftridteft  attention  to  my  learning,  and 
'  though  providence  has  not  blefled  me  with  na- 

*  tural  parts  fuperior  to  my  fchool-fcllows,  Affi- 
'  duiry  and  Emulation,  the  greateft  incentives 
'  to  improvement,  never  failed  of  gaining  me 

*  the  applaufc  of  my  mafter.     This  conduft,  I 

*  thought,  was  the  fureft  means  of  obtaining 

*  untverfalcovint&AOT^s ;  but  experience  foon  con- 
^  vinced  me,  how  erroneous  my  fuppofition  had 

*  been;  the  diligence  exercifed  in  improving  my 

*  mental  abilities,  brought  upon  me  the  almoft 

*  indelible  ftigma  of  a  AIuz.     The  fituation  of 

*  my  father,  and  his  intentions  of  fending  me 

*  to  an  expenfivc  fchool,  obliged  me  to  bear 
<  with  the  patience  of  a  Job,  the  cenfurc  of 

'  thofe 


T  H  E     T  R  I  F  L  E  R;  57 

thofe  youths  who  eftcemed  ducking  an  oddity 
a  fpecimen  of  undoubted  courage,  and  a  por- 
tentous omen  of  future  greatncfs ;  for  in  general 
the  boy  who  can  exert  his  boHily  ftrength  with 
the  greateft  vigor,  and  exhibit  the  moft  acute 
knowledge  of  the  faftiionable  fcience  of  offence 
and  defence,  is  beheld  with  as  much  dread  by 
his  fchoolfellows  as  the  Grand  Seignior  by  art 
offending  Vizier ;  this  is  the  charafteriftic  only 
of  thofe  youths  who  prefer  robbing  an  orchard 
to  fVudying  the  fports  in  honor  of  Patroclus,  or 
a  game  at  trapball  to  the  beauties  of  Virgil. 
«  Though  I  am  the  objeft  of  ridicule  in  the 
eyes  of  one  part   of  the   Ichool,    fome   few, 
whofe  breads  are  infpired  with  a  fpirit  of  emu- 
lation, and  whofc  chief  ftudy  is  to  imbibe  th« 
precepts  of  Grecian  and   Roman  literature, 
regard   and   aflTociate  with  me.     As  I  cannot 
boaft  of  being  fprung  from  an  ancient  family, 
ray  future  welfare  entirely  depending  upon  my 
own  conduft,  like  Marius,  I  am  ftigmatizcd 
with  the  name  of  nevus  homo^  while  thofe  boj'-s 
who  boafting  of  their  anceftry  or  paternal  ef- 
tates  obtained  by  the  merit  or  vices  of  their 
progenitors,  recur  to  the  annals  of  Britifli  Hif- 
tory,  and  find,  that  their  great,  great  grand- 
father, defended  this  caftle,  and  wiith  only  a 
few  hundred  nien  defeated  as  many  thoufand. 
F  2  M  ftrc- 
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*  I  ffrenuoufly  aflert,  that  as  I  cannot  glory  in  a 

*  long  lift  of  illuftrious  anceftors,  I  am  deter- 

*  mined  to  be  the  head  and  fount  of  that  honor 
^  which  my  pofterity  may  inherit,  and  attempt, 
^  though  perhaps  in  vain,  to  convince  them  that 
^  perfonal  virtue  is  the  only  true  inheritance. 

^  This  dry  morality,  as  they  term  it,  unhap- 
^  pily  proves  my  ftumbling-block;  for  as  my 
^  father  is  determined  to  fupport  me  witli  credit, 

*  he  liberally  rewards  my  affiduity,  which  would 
^  enable  me  to  aflbciate  with  the  richeft  of  my 
'  fellows.  It  would  be  immaterial  whether  my 
^  actions  were  founded  upon  principles  of  real 
'  honor,  or  whether  my  charafter  was  tainted 
^  by  the  prevailing  vices  of  the  prefcnt  age;  a 

*  coronet  or  an  hereditary  profpedl  would  be 

*  fufficient  to  gain  the  efteem  of  this  (in  my 
'  opinion)  deteftable  clafs  of  fociety  •,  but  I  am 

*  unfortunately  the  fon  of  an  honeft  and  refpec- 
^  table  Tailor  ;  my  misfortune  originates  from 
^  this  evil  alone ;  many  of  them  are  familiar 
^  with  me  in  private,  when  I  can  be  of  fervice  in 
^  affifting  them  to  perform  their  exercifes ;  but 

*  they  think  it  a  degradation  of  their  family  to 

*  appear  with  me  in  puLlick,  as  a  contagion  at- 
^  tends  the  found  of  a  Mech>\nic  fo  infcftious 

^  that  they  would  prefei:  the  company  of  their 

father's 


htL 
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*  father's  fcrvants,  or  the  lowcft  clafs  of  fhar* 
«  pcrs,  to  that  of  a  reputable  tradcfman. 

*  The  following  fcene  will,  I  hope,  prove  a 

*  fufEcient  apology  for  this  letter.     Being  in- 

*  vited  the  other  day  to  join  in  a  party  of  plea- 
^  fure,  not  as  the  means  of  information,  or  per- 

*  Tonal  regard,  but  theobjeft  of  ridicule;  and 
i  as  the  office  of  jefterin  this  kingdom  has  been 
^  abolifl)ed  fince  the  days  of  Charles  the  Second^ 

*  I  was  intended  as  a  fubftitute  for  this  obfolctc 
.*  cuftom.  Inexperienced  in  the  various  tricks  of 

*  mankind,  and  deciding  upon  their  difpofitions 

*  by  the  fentiments  of  my  own  breaft,  I  was 

*  proud  of  the  offer,  and  accepted  it  with  the 

*  readieft  complacency.  A  few  fallies  of  joking 
^  pafled  unregarded ;  but  at  length  the  Hero  of 

*  the  party,  who  had  on  a  new  coat  made  by  my 

*  father,  vociferoufly  exclaimed  during  tea/ 
^  bpx(;  do  you  like  my  new  coat  ?  the  colour  is  good, 
^  but  the  tailor  has  /foiled  iti  I  am  rejolved  the 
^  Jcoundrel  Jhall  work  no  longer  for  me.^'  This  was 

*  the  fignal  for  the  grand-attack ;  and  the  whole 

*  company  let  fly  the  battery  of  their  pointlefs 

*  wit :  one  pulling  me  by  the  fleeve,  archly  ob- 
'  ferved ;  my  father  was  only  the  ninth  fart  of  a 
'  man^  and  as  he  was  intended  for  a  Cantab,  it 
'  was  neceffary  hejhould  know  numbers y  therefore 
f  inquired^  what  fraSional  fart  I  was  f  On  the 

•  other 
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*  other  fide  I  was  alkcd,  Whether  cabbages  v^oul4 

*  be  plentiful  this  year ^  or  no  ?  and  how  the  goof e 
^  toas  ?  Judge  my  fetlings  during  this  ftorm  of 
^  ridiculous^  but  poignant  acrimony ;  emotions 

*  of  this  kind  can  only  be  imagined,  as  the  pen 
of  the  ableft  writer  would  fail  in  the  execution 
'  of  fo  arduous  an  undertaking* 

*  My  blood,  which  runs  as  pure  as  the  mofl 
'  ancient  peer's,  boiled  with  indignation.  I  en- 

*  deavoured  to  return  their  reproaches  with  a  pro- 

*  per   requital contempt — bnt  my  paflion 

*  tranfgrefling  the  bounds  of  moderation,  and 
'  cxafperated  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  refolution, 

*  I  boldly  rofc  up,  and  challenged  the  ftouteftof 

*  my  injurors.  This  he  could  not  with  propriety 
^  decline;  as  thofe  boys,  who  pique  themfelvcs 

*  upon  their  anceftry,  are  to  appearance  very 

*  tenacious  of  their  honor,  and  though  regard- 

*  lefs  of  the  fuhfiance^  are  anxious  to  prefervc 
^  the  fhadow  of  courage. 

♦  We  retired  to  a  private  place  adapted  to  our 

*  purpofe,  where  every  difparity  of  rank  perifhes, 

*  and  the  pooreft  boy  obtains  red refs  by  the  power 

*  of  his  arm.     The  infult  I  had  fuftained  added 

*  unufual  courage,  and  gave  me  a  decided 
'  fuperiority  over  my  antagonift,  and  I  pradi- 
'  cally  convinced  him,  that  while  I  paid  atten* 
f  tion  to  my  learning,  P  deferved  the  approba- 

^  tioa 
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f  tioD  of  every  fenfible  man,  who  would  not 

*  enquire  into  the  progrefs  and  antiquity  of  my 
^  family,  but  rqfpedt  me,  as  my  abilities  mc- 

*  rited.  If  yon  can  remedy  this  evil,  and  teach 

*  thclc  arrogant  youths,  that  diftinftion  is  only 

*  due  according  to  perfonal qualities,  myfelf,ind 

*  hundreds  hereafter,  with  joy  Ihall  hear  of  Ti-^ 

*  moth>    Touchftone,  and  place  him  to  our 

*  children,  if  providence  bleffejs  us  with  any,  as 
f  an  example  worthy  of  their  imitation.  I 
f  remain  your  humble  fcrvant, 

*  Thomas  Stitch.* 

I  amperfe£Hy  in  the  fentiments  of  Mr.  Stitch; 
?nd  would  willingly  attempt  to  promote  the  re- 
formation of  thefc  young  men,  but  I  fear  this 
foible  is  rifen  to  fuch  an  enormous  height,  that 
the  abufe  can  never  be  effedtually  corrected. 
Mod  of  my  predeceflbrs  have  copioufly  enlarged 
upon  this  fubjeft,  and  ihewn  that  **  if  there  be 
any  thing  which  makes  human  nature  appear  ri- 
diculous to  beings  of  fuperior  faculties,  it  muft 
be  pride/* 

I  Ihall  therefore  only  -add  a  few  obfervatiowf 
on  the  utility  of  commerce,  the  encouragement 
of  which  wasdeemed  avery  weighty  confidcration 
in  the  ages  of  barbarifm  and  ignorance,  when 
jio  civil  employments  could  entirely  eftrange  the 

minds 
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minds  of  the  people  from  military  anions  :  this 
remark  is  corroborated  by  a  law  pafled  in  the 
reign  of  Athelftan,  that  every  merchant  who 
bad  made  thi'ee  long  fea- voyages  on  his  own  ac- 
count, Ihould  be  admitted  to  the  rank  of  a 
Thane- 

In  thofe  countries,  where  veftiges  of  the  an- 
cient Feudal  fyftem  remain,  or  an  arbitrary 
fyftcm  of  governmenr  prevails,  the  higher  orders 
of  the  people  are  ridiculouily  proud  of  their  an- 
ceftry ;  the  fons  of  Noblemen  poffcfling  no  he- 
reditary eftates  but  family  pride,  prefer  the  prof- 
p6<Sl  of  ftarving  in  the  army  rather  than  defile 
that  mark  of  dignity  which  they  abfurdly  fup- 
pofe  would  be  debafed  by  an  application  to  bu- 
finefs,  though  it  might  prove  the  means  of  rc- 
ftoring  the  declining  fortune  of  the  family,  and 
enable  them  to  fupport  with  additional  fplendor 
that  (lamp  of  honor  they  arc  fo  tenacious  of 
preferving  untainted. 

This  alFeftation  of  falfe  pride  has  a  greater 

claim  to  pardon  and  pity,  when  an  obfequious 

compliance   to  the  will  of  a  fuperior   was  the 

fole  purfuit  of  the  commonalty  -,  their   bodies 

being  reduced  to  a  (late  of  abjcft  flavery,  pafTive 

obedience  was  in  fome  degree  confentaneous  to 

their  difpofition  :  for  the  man  who  hi?.s  been  ac^ 

cuftomed  to  feel  the  weight  of  dcfpoiifm,  though 

his 
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his  love  of  liberty  may  be  as  great,  his  fentiments 
cannot  be  fo  refined  as  the  fubjed's  of  that  coun- 
try whofe  mixed  form  of  government  has  excited 
the  admiration  of  foreigners ;  a  difparity  of  rank 
ihould  only  ferve  here,  as  an  incentive  to  vir- 
tuous a6:ions. 

In  all  commercial  countries  an  irreconcileable 
jealoufy  has  arifenbetweenthetradingand  landed 
intercfts;  envy  has  excited  the  greateft  difrefpeft 
to  the  prejudice  of  both,   as  the  profperity  of 
each  depends  fo  much  on  their  union,   that  an 
infeparable  affinity  fliould  always  cxift.     The 
price  of  land,  and  incrcafe  of  rcius,  chiefly  de- 
pend upon  our  foreign  trade;  if  therefore  the 
exportation   of  our  own  manufaftures  has  en- 
creafed  the  revenues  of  government,  it  has  alfo 
augmented  the  value  of  the  landed  property,  it 
muft  confequently  be  the  intereft  of  thofe  No- 
blemen who  have  large  eftates,  and  country 
Gentlemen  in  general,  to  promote  its  continu- 
ance.    The  credit  of  the  nation  entirely  reft» 
upon  its  refources  and  trade ;  and  fo  extenfive  is 
the  influence  of  an  Englifli  merchant,  that  fo- 
reigners will    entruft   him   to  a   confiderable 
amount ;  and  if  the  nation  is  reduced  by  un- 
forefeen  accidents  to  the  neceflSty  of  borrowing 
money  by  loans,  the  merchant  is  the  objed  of 
jrcfnonfibility,  and  application  muft  be  made  to 

thofe 
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diofe  trading  companies,  whofe  immenfe  capi^ 

tals  will,  and  have  enabled  them  to  fuftain  the 

tottering  ftate  of  the  nation. 

**  Many  excellent  writers  have  endeavoured  to 

prove  the  neceffity  of  an  union  between  thefc 

jarring  parties,  which  it  is  the  intereft  of  every 

leal  friend  of  his  country  to  promote. 

I  fliall  conclude  this  paper  with  the  following 

appofite  obfervation  of  Mr.  Locke.    "  He  (the 

•*  man  of  landed  property)  is  more  concerned 

*'  in  trade,  and  ought  to  take  a  greater  care, 

*'  that  it  be  well  managed  and  preferved,  than 

♦*  even  the  merchant  himfelf  j  for  be  will  cer- 

"  tainly  find,  when  a  decay  pf  trade  has  carried 

€«  away  one  part  of  our  money  out  of  the  king- 

"  dom,  and  the  other  is  kept  in  the  Merchant's 

*'  or  Tradefman's  hands,   that  no  laws  he  can 

«*  make,  nor  any  little  arts  of  fhifting  property 

*'  among  ourfclves,  will  bring  it  back  to  him 

<'  again,  but  his  rents  will  fall,  and  his  income 

««  every  day  IcUcn,  till  general  induftry  and  fru- 

**  gality,  joined  to  a  wdl-ordered  trade^  (hall  re- 

"  ftorc  to  thr  kingdom  the  riches  and  wealth  it 

•<  had  formerly.*' 

B. 
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ELEGY, 

IFritten  in  a  Grub-fireet  Garret. 

NOW  finks  the  fun  within  the  azure  main; 

The  dirty  walls  afllime  a  darker  hue ; 
Each  Brother  Poet  racks  his  muddy  brain. 

To  write  frcfli  ftriftures  on  tht  fighting  Jew. 

Now  the  whole  houfe  a  folemn  ftillnefs  holds. 
Save  from  the  ftaircafe-head  with  noify  tongue 

My  landlady  inexorably  fcolds> 

And  with  Ihrill  clamours  interrupts  my  fong. 

Beneath  a  heap  of  rude  wafte  paper  plac'd, 

(Alas  that  Grub-ftreet  bards  fo  foon  fliould  die!) 
The  writings  of  my  brethren  are  difgrac'd. 
Or  doomed  to  chandlers-fhops,  negle<fted  lie* 

Frcfli  oyfters  chaunted  with  melodious  voice. 

Or  Printers  DeviU  ever  hafty  tread. 
Shall  nought  avail  to  make  thefe  men  rejoice. 
Or  roufe  thofe  writings  which  to  fame  arc  dead. 

For  thefe  no  more  the  clelings  fliall  be  fwept. 
Or  fpidcrs  driven  from  their  dreary  dens. 

Who  twice  ten  months  have  unmolefted  flept. 
And  brav'd  the  fury  of  fuccecding  pens. 

Oft  did  the  Aftors  tremble  at  their  powV, 
When  rang'd  in  dread  array  along  the  pit 

To  hifs  the  varied  fidbions  of  each  hour. 
Supreme  in  judgment,  arbiters  of  wit. 

Let 
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Let  not  rich  Aldermen  the  feafts  deride. 
To  which  neceflity  the  poet  calls. 

For  Nature,  bounteous  Parent,  can  provide 
Delicious  fare  apart  from  Gilded  Walls. 

Faint  are  the  joys  which  Ven'fon  can  beftow. 
Faint  is  the  pleafurc  Turtle  can  impart  5 

By  fad  experience  we  are  taught  to  know 

Thefe,  aching  limbs  fucceed  with  anguifti'd 
heart, 

Kor youthricehappy  few!  whofe  writings  pleafe. 
Contemn  the  Bard  whom  fame  difdains  to 
crown. 

Or  fcorn  the  wretch,  whofe  vain  attempts  to  feizc 
TheLaurcat  wreath,  are  fadly  overthrown- 

Can  pompous  dedications's  fplendid  line. 
Or  praifes  on  rich  Lords  profufely  pour'd. 

Make  envy  her  dire  qualities  refign. 
Or  empty  fame  fatiety  afford  ? 

Perhaps  in  this  fad  garret  once  has  lodgM 
Some  vent'rous  Knight  well  Ikill'd  to  cog  the 
die. 

Who  dextroufly  the  Bailiffs  oft  has  dodg'd. 
Or  made  the  fleepy  watchmen  nimbly  fly. 

Some  fturdy  Humphries,  that  with  brawny  fills. 
Well  flcilPd  in  lioxiug's /cUnfifick  lore. 

Defied  the  Sons  of  Ifrael  to  the  lifts^ 

And  beat  their  champion  'till  he  rofe  no  more. 

Some, 
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Some  Peter  Pindar  here  has  tunM  his  lyre. 
Or  fome  fagacious  Pig  here  learnM  to  read ; 

Some  Juggler  chew'd  a  ftone,  or  fwallowM  fire. 
Or  here  to  eat  live  cats  'twas  iirft  decreed. 

Yet  e'en  their  fame  from  malice  to  defend 
Unhappy  Poets  Ihall  cflay  to  write. 

With  labourM  lines  and  verfes  badly  penned. 
Whatever  the  God  *  of  Dallnefs  may  recite. 

Their  Names  and  Portraits  on  the  dufty^  walls, 
With  ballads  fctting  forth  their  high  renown^ 

In  rural  cottages  or  fervants  halls. 

Shall  gratify  the  gaping  country  clown. 

For  what  incurious  mind  could  e'er  rcfign 
The  bufy  buftling  pleafures  of  the  town ; 

Who  could  the  joys  of  L/ondon  e*er  decline, 
Unlefs  deterred  by  poverty's  fad  frown  ? 

On  fome  gay  fcene  by  flattering  Fancy  drefs'd. 
The  vifionary  mind  ftill  loves  to  dwell. 

And  Sadler's  Wells  or  Lord  Mayor's  gaudy  veft 
Delight  the  village  beau  or  ruftick  belle. 

For  thee,  who  mindful  of  the  Scribbler's  lot, 
Doft  in  thefe  lines  their  ill  fuccefs  relate. 

If  chance,  when  in  the  world  thy  name's  forgot. 
Some  kindred  Poet  fliould  enquire  thy  fate: 

•  The  Author  is  confcious  thatDullnefs  has  been  generally 
reprefented  in  a  female  form,  but  fmce  of  late  (he  has  been  (b 
notorioufly  intimate  with  Gentlemen  of  various  defcriptions, 
be  has  thought  proper  to  give  her  a  hufband  to  fahre  her 
reputation. 

Haply 
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Haply  fome  Tavern  Waiter  may  declare. 
Oft  we  have  feen  him  at  the  hour  of  tert 

Sipping  his  coffee  with  a  mournful  air, 
Or  holding  fage  difcourfe  with  learned  men. 

In  yonder  box,  no;v  moiften*d  as  with  tears. 
Conning  his  wayward  verfcs  he  would  fit ; 

Now  footh'd  with  hope,  and  now  deprefs*d  with 
fears. 
He  pour'd  the  wild  cffufions  of  his  wit. 

One  morn  we  mifs'd  him  at  the  cuftom*d  place> 
Nor  at  the  bar,  nor  in  the  room  was  he : 

Another  came,  who  had  not  feen  his  face 
In  the  King's  Bench,  or  Fleet,  or  Marihalfea. 

Him  next  in  fad  proceffion  borne  along, 

We  faw  proceeding  thro'  the  church-yard's 

gloom ; 
Afflidion  had  abridged  his  mournful  fong. 

And  wrote  this  fad  infcription  on  his  tomb* 

EPITAPH. 

Hererefis  his  Head,  fix  feet  beneath  the  Earth, 
Aft  haplefs  youth  to  hunger  often  known ; 

The  Grub-ffrcct  Mufes  frown'd,  not  at  his  births 
But  mark'd  the  (cribbling  infant  for  their  •wn. 

The'  in  his  breaft  each  virtue  made  abode. 

The  Public  never  recompensed  his  lavs ; 
He  gave  the  King— *twas  all  he  could — an  Ode—* 

The  Kingrefus'd  his  only  wi(h — the  Bays. 

No  farther  feek  his  errors  to  reveal. 

Or  fcrutinize  his  wit  with  envious  eye ; 
Oblivion's  hand  his  writings  (hall  conceal. 

And  with  the  Poet  all  his  works  (hall  die.  N. 
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— —  Hunc  aUa  dtcoquit. Perseus. 

This  fpark  the  frail  confuming  dice  devours. 

Brawster. 


1  HAT  it  has  been  the  cuftom  of  the  bcft 
moralifts  to  dcfcribe  the  depravity  of  humaa 
nature,  far  beyond  the  limits  of  truth,  experi^ 
cncc  will,  I  believe,  entirely  convince  thofc 
readers,  who  have  had  any  confiderable  com* 
merce  with  the  world.  But  that  there  arc  par- 
ticular vices  more  prevalent  in  prefent  than 
pad  times,  and  more  pernicious  in  their  effc£ts 
on  the  conduA  of  mankind,  than  what  ancient 
history  teaches,  can  be  denied  by  none  but  thofc 

G  who 
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%ho  extend  the  applaufe  of  approbation  to  a 
univerial  refinement  of  manners>  and  forget  that 
the  progrefs  of  civilization  no  lefs  corrupts  than 
harmonizes  the  difcordant  parts  of  a  free  people. 

The  particular  vices  to  which  I  allude,  and 
which  modem  cudom  has  in  a  mofl:  alarming 
degree  adopted,  are  Gaming,  and  its  frequent 
coniequent.  Suicide. — The  former,  to  a  perfon 
tDCaUy  unacquainted  widi  the  principal  divcr- 
fions  of  the  town,  would  appear  to  be  founded 
CO  the  moil  deteftable  principles  of  the  human 
heart;  but  candor,  as  well  as  inclination^  induce 
us  to  hope,  that  Faftiion  is  the  powerful  magnet 
that  attracts  novices,  and  Cuflom  the  chain  that 
binds  them  to  a  continued  refidence  on  this  pre- 
cipice of  dcftruftion :  on  the  latter^  the  in^iport-* 
ance  of  the  fubjeft  obliges  me  to  add  more  fc- 
rious  confiderations  than  the  title  of  Trifler 
fcemcd  to  promife,  and  which  by  fbme  may  be 
deemed  inconfiflent  with  my  plan;  yet  they  muft 
remember,  that  variety  is  no  lefs  entertaining 
than  neccflPary. 

The  efFefts  of  many  vices  indulged  by  pri- 
vate perfbns,  are  frequently  prejudicial  alone  to 
an  individual;  in   fome  cafes  advantageous  to 

the-  community. Drunkennefs,  for  inftancc, 

has  removed  many  a  brutal  tyrant  from  the 
execrations  of  a  neighbouring  village,   or  the 

tiatrcd 


hatred  of  his  own  injufed  family  j  but  gaming 
is  followed  by  confequenccs  the  moft  esctcnfivc 
and  alarming :  ill-luck  on  a  (ingl^  night  has  de- 
prived a  Nobleman  of  his  patrimony,  his  tradef- 
men  of  their  dues,  and  even  his  wife  of  her  huf- 
band:  hazardous  fpeculation  in  the  merchant 
has  caufed  bankruptcy  in  his  own  houfe,  and  re- 
duced to  beggary,  together  with  himfclfi  the 
innocent  and  induftrious  link  of  mercantile  con- 
nexions :  laftly,  the  deflrudtive  policy  of  a  lot- 
tery, attended  by  its  concomitants,  thofe  har- 
bours of  deceit,  Infuring  Offices,  has  allured  to 
confidence  many  an  honeft  fervant  maid,  and  dri- 
ven her  moneyiefs  to  the  (hores  of  the  Thames^  or 
the  banks  of  the  Serpentine,  there  to  throw  away 
a  being  rendered  no  longer  defirable  through  the 
lofs  of  well-earned  wages,  and  through  a  diflp- 
pointmcnt  in  profpefts  at  once  flattering — and 
falfe. 

To  enumerate  all  the  evils  that  may  be  traced 
^om  a  frequent  commiffibn  of  this  vice,  would 
be  needlefs;  a  thinking  mind  will  naturally  fup* 
ply  them:  by  an  unthinking  one,  the  enumera- 
tion and  the  refleftions  arifing  therefrom  would 
be  confidered  but  as  impertinent  or  malicious : 
be  It  my  endeavour  therefore  to  adduce  a  few 
arguments  againft  Suicide  only,  which  is  one  evil 
G  a  com- 
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complained  of,  and  in  thefe  days  feldoiti  effefted 
by  any  other  caufe. 

Firft,  let  us  confider  its  expediency:  Self- 
murder  I  take  to  be  the  laft  extremity  which  de* 
fpair  can  tempt  a  man,  loaded  under  the  heavieft 
misfortunes,  to  try  as  a  relief  Now  if  we  in- 
veftigate  the  ultimate  end  of  thofe  goods,  the 
lols,  di(appointmeQt,,or  want  of  which  are  ef- 
teemcd,  and  aftually  do  conftitute  human  mif- 
fortuncs,  we  (hall  difcover,  that  it  fupplies  the 
means  of  prolonging  life,  and  arifes  from  the 
fear  of  lofmg  it;  all  the  paflions  have  been  de- 
duced as  fubfervient  to  the  grand  natural  inftinft, 
lelf-prefervation.  The  contradiftory  and  per- 
verfe  condud  of  that  man  therefore  muft  be  evi- 
dent, who  flies  to  that  very  evil  as  a  remedy, 
againft  which  the  impulfe  of  fear  firft  direfted 
the  whole  exertion  of  his  faculties,  and  which 
he  now  confiders  as  a  blcfling  merely  through 
the  imprudent  or  wilful  pcrvcrfion  of  thofe  fa- 
culties, though  before  his  imagination  could 
tbrm  nothing  more  dreadful  than  its  'voluntary 
approach,  and  notliing  more  horrible  than  its 
arriv;;!. 

iipi^^'uruii,  a  philofophcr,  whufc  doArincs  have 
brrn  more  millarcd  or  mifundcrftood  than  for- 
riiuouw  ciicuiXillanccH  commonly  effeft,  has 
pruv^il  tli.u  piiticm  •  i*M  .tlic  belt  relief  under  af- 

fliftions 


fii&ions  bDth  mental  and  corporeal;  indeed  the 
vicifiitudes  of  human  affairs  are  a  motive  rirfi- 
ciently  ftrong  to  indulge  hope  and  repel  deij^airr 
if  therefore  a  rcpourfe  to  Suicide  is  repugnanr  to 
the  inftinft  of  nature,  (hut  2idmitting  ^  Sypotbe^ 
that  it  is  not)  if  even  a  more  certain  and  wor-- 
diier  remedy  may  be  adopted,  can  we  hefitate  a 
moment  from  the  fole  dictates  of  rcafon  to  pro-' 
nounce  it,  if  not  dangerous,  at  leaft  inexpe- 
dient? But,  with  regard  to  its  fmfuhidfs,  wheli 
a  Chriftian  confiders  patience  and  endurance  not 
as  fcrvile  and  dependent  adoptives,  but  as  ne* 
ccflary  .duties  ;  when  he  looks  forward  to  what 
his  faith  promifcs,  another  exiilence  and  ana* 
thcr  habitation,  he  will  believe  it  not  only 
blameable,  as  bold,  but  fatal,  as  flying  into  the 
prefence  bf  that  Deity,  whom  rafhnefs  muft 
offend,  and  impatience  irritate. 

He,  who  can  fcrioufly  affirm  that  Suicide  Is 
an  innocent  and  cfi-cftual  relief  from  worldly 
miferies,  muft  either  be  bereft  of  common  un- 
dcfftanding,  -^r  (v/hat  is  much  worfe)  profefs 
thofe  Atlieiftical  principles,  that  induce  weak 
minds  to  imagine  thkt  Chance  folcly  direfts  the 
affairs  of  this  world;  for  the  idea  of  a  fupreme 
moral  Governor  forcibly  imprefies  a  man  with 
the  belief,  that  all  things  arc  under  his  imme- 
diate cliarge,  and  thar  nothing  can  come  to  pafs 

wiihou: 
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without  his  divine  agency,  or  dire£l  command^ 
and  aflifling  influence :  moreover,  to  any  poP 
Veiled  of  tfajs  idea»  reafon  will  fuggeft  a  firm 
opinion^  that  gs  all  good  and  evil  flow  fix>n^  the 
fcurce  of  Onuiipotence,  to  counteraft  the  eficds 
of  either  muft  be  an  aA  of  prefumptuous  rebel* 
liofi^  inconfiftent  with  gratitude>  prudence^  and 
hwBia  ability. 

«  To  an  intelligent  obferyer^  th^  whole  fjrftem 
of  the  divine  adminiflration  will  appear  to  be 
j^nded  on  the  moil  perfedi:  and  cohefive  parts ; 
oniverfal  profperity  could  be  caufcd  only  by  a 
ipontancous  fertility  of  the  earth>  and  woul4 
then  produce  on  imperfed  beings  like  ourfelves, 
univcrfal  torpidity  and  idienefs;  misfortunes> 
therefore,  which  may  dcprefs  hope,  or  excite  new 
ardor^  like  difcords  in  mufick,  concur  to  the 
general  harmony,  and,  like  interfperfed  trees, 
divert  the  eye,  while  they  variegate  and  enrich 
the  profpedb. 

To  enter  into  a  refutation  of  thofe  arguments 
urged  by  modern  Freethinkers  in  favour  of  Sui- 
cide^ would  not  only  argue  too  much  temerity 
on  my  fide,  but  (fuppofmg  fuch  an  attempt  eafy) 
would  not  convey  much  inflxuftion  or  enter- 
tainment to  my  readers.  It  is  not  the  thin  cob- 
web thread  of  their  reafoning,  that  can  overcome 
reafon^   and  fliackle   the   underftanding ;    the 

greateft 
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grcatcft  danger  muft  be  apprehended  from  the 
flow  infinuating  poifon  of  a  Norefift^  who  in 
the  progtefs  of  a  nielancholy  tale  deadens  the 
vigilance  of  the  niind^  and  attacks  the  feelings 
of  fenfibility.  The  latter,  like  the  fheer  of 
iu^elity  that  unfortunately  pervades  the  writings 
of  a  mod  ingenious,  elegant,  and  claflical  Hi- 
ftorian,  is  reforted  to,  when  the  more  open  and 
avowed  endeavors  of  the  former  prove  futile^ 
and  tranlparent. 

And  now,  fince  I  am  on  this  fubje^l,  I  will 
take  the  liberty  of  condemning  a  cuftom,  pre- 
valent at  this  day  in  England,  at  which  huma- 
nity is,  or  ought  to  be,  univerfally  fhocked  i  I 
allude  to  the  barbarity  of  burying  in  the  publick 
highway  the  body  of  a  poor  dnxwned  wretch 
with  a  ftake  driven  through  it,  without  the  laft 
neceflary  duties  of  the  Chriftian  religion; — - 
while  a  broken  gambler,  whofe  life  perhaps  has 
been  one  continued  exertion  of  deceit  and  viU 
lainy,  if  he  can  but  purchafe  or  gain  credit  for 
a  pair  of  piftols,  may  terminate  his  exiftencer 
with  honor  to  hinnfel^  and  fecurity  from  that 
barbarous  interment. — The  diftinftion,  no  left 
than  the  cuftom,  is  unworthy  the  enlightened 
fcntiments  of  the  eighteenth  century — *it  is 
difhonorable  to  us,  as  Britons^  as  Men,  and  as 
Chriftians. 

If 


78  The    Trifle  R. 

^If  the  cuftom  be  meant  as  a  warning  againd, 
or  a  punifhnnent  for  Suicide,  believe  Timothy 
Touchftone,  when  he  affures  you  it  is  ufclefs ; 
the  mind,  which  is  inftigated  by  defpair,  regsuxls 
.with  equal  contempt  and  indifTcTence  the  ftately 
Maufokum  and  the  Highway  flake ;  its  purptffe 
aims  at  prelent  relief,  not  future  honors;  is  im- 
pelled by  the  hope  of  eternal  death,  and  lofes, 
confequently,  all  defire  of  pofUiumous  glory. 
Rather  kt  our  popular  preachers  in  a  cool  and 
rational  manner  explain  the  inefficacy  and  fin  of 
adopting  this  a<5t  of  defperation:  fuch  a  mode 
of  inftrudlinjg  would  be  productive  of  more  good 
than  fiery  declamation,  or  appeals  to  the  pai- 
fions,  which  betray  more  enthufiadn  than  judg- 
ment. Brilliancy  of  elocution  and  diffufive  de- 
fcription  remind  us  of  the  orator,  but  conceal 
the  fubjedt  by  confufmg  our  ideas,  and  attract- 
ing attention  more  to  the  beauty  of  expreflion 
riian  the  cogency  of  argument;  now  a  temperate 
difcourfe,  attended  by  conclufive  reafoning, 
makes  an  impreflion  on  the  fenfible  hearer,  which 
reflexion  confirms,  the  underftanding  approves, 
imd  memory  retains.  S* 
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A        DREAM. 

ATTEND,  mjr  mufe,  this  artlcfs  vcrfe, 

Efteem  it  worth  thy  care; 
The  youthful  charms  I  would  rehcarfe 

Of  Hebe,  goddefsfair! 

My  foul  had  juft  retired  to  reft. 
And  fleep  had  lent  her  aid. 

When  to  my  view,  by  Fancy  dreft. 
Appeared  the  lovely  maidL 

Methought,  from  an  embowVing  wood 
There  rufh'd  an  airy  throng. 

And  as  the  group  before  me  ftood. 
This  fecm'd  to  be  then-  fong :—- ^ 

"  Let  not  age  our  joys  defpife, 

"  Or  ftop  our  harmlefs  mirth  i 

"  Let  not  Satire's  envious  eyes 
"  Think  lightly  of  our  worth, 

"  Happy  paft  the  circling  hours 
"  With  innocence  and  truth ; 

"  Wit  and  Gaiety  is  ours, 

"  Attendants  upon  youth. 

•'  Haften  then,  your  chaplets  bring! 

"  Come,  now  the  wreath  prepare ! 
**  Fetch  the  lilies  of  the  fpring 

*'  T'  adorn  young  Hebe's  hair/' 
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*Twas  then  I  faw  a  form  advance 
That  'fcap'd  my  fight  before. 

Who  mingled  in  the  myllic  dance. 
An  azure  veft  (he  wore. 

Her  golden  locks  in  ringlets  flow'd. 

And  graceful  was  her  mien ; 
Joy  in  her  face  diffufive  glow'd. 

As  light  fhe  prefs'd  the  green. 

I  then  awoke — but  lbx)vc  again 

To  clofe  my  willing  eyes; 
But  oh!  the  thought,  alas!  was  vain ^ 

No  more  fuch  fcenes  arife. 

Thus,  like  the  vifion  of  a  night. 

Our  earneft  wifhes  fcem; 
Our  fondcft  hopes  arc  put  to  flight, 

And  aU  our  life's  a  dream,  W. 
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Timophilos  and  ]\ivenisjhall  meet  with  an  early  infertioju 

JuytnWs /econdfaver  is  received^  and  under  confideration. 

Amicus poffeffis  merity  but  his  perfonality  proves  an  objection 
ta  the  infirtion  of  his  verjes.  On  any  other  fubje£f  Ti- 
mothy Touchftonc  will  he  glad  cf  his  correfpo,yience. 

Senex  mujl  undergo-fofne  alterations. 

The  Elegy  fgned  B,  is  received. 


iidt'-  '■'■'  '  ill!  rriiitiiitirn     n  k     ji  ijii  ■; 
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Scrthere  juffit  amor 4  Oii\>% 

Love  bade  me  write. 


THE  inftruftion  and  entertain-? 
ment  arifing  from  Poetry  z^  '[o  obvious  to  every 
reader  of  tafte,  that  I  hope  no  objeftions  will  be 
made  to  this  Number  entirely  confiding  of  ic^ 
the  nature  of  the  Poem  indeed  is  fuch  as  to  pre^ 
elude  all  pofllbility  of  eontrafting  it  to  mord 
narrow  limits :  and,  if  my  prefiimption  may  bo 
cxcufed,  I  will  venture  to  affert  that  its  beaut^ 
will  amply  reconcile  every  one  to  its  length.  •»**» 

No  farther  apology^  1  truft,  is  rcquifite# 

)»  TH  fr 


T    H    B     .  -   • 

PERJURY     OF     MAN; 

U*rgcd  in  t  Posthumous  Lettzs  from 

C  L  jf  V  D   I  A     to    A  L   C  A  N  O  % 


ARGUMENT. 


Claudia,  a  Lady  of  diftinguijhed  beauty^  luai  f educed  hy 
Alcanor,  on  the  fromife  of  marriage y  and  afteriuardt 
forfaken,  and  expofed  to  infamy,  J  git  at  ed  by  the  f  niggling 
faffions  of  defpair  and  love,  Jhe  nurote  the  folh-ixiing  letter 
to  her  Seducer,  *whicb  failed  to  reach  bis  hands  Uill  afijtf 
her  death, 

-Wad  I  a  pen  that  could  my  pangs  impart. 
Or  wake  reflexion  in  thy  guilty  heart. 
Still  might  encreafing  forrows  hope  reliefs    - 
And  warm  repentance  dry  the  tear  of  grief— 
put  no — thou  fly'ft  my  proftituted  fame,'  .»• 
And  dread'ft  each  written  mirror  of  thy  fhame ; 
tjnmov'd  thooi  liv'ft,  whilft  I  alone  muft  bear 
fthe  wounding  torments  of  a  double  care.   • 

'    ,  Whc? 
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Who  iGotild  refiftthy  charms;  arrang'd  to  plcafe 
With  all  the  winning  dignity  of  cafe? 
Pure  as  the  virgin  air,  that  off  the  lawn 
Extrafts  fweet  odors  at  the  rife  of  morn, 
I  met  thy  treacherous  flame;'  too  foon  rtiy  ear 
Fed  on  thy  perjur'd  tongue,  nor  dreamt  of  fear : 
Too  foon  my  eyes  divulg'd  a  mutual  flame. 
The  torturing  fdurce  of  all  my  prefent  fhame. 
Recal  the  days,  that  with  attentive  art 
Thou  ftrov'ft  to  captivate  a  parent's  heart. 
With  malk*d  deceit, '  his  moral  foul  to  win. 
How  praftis'd  virtue,  to  fucceed  in  fin — 
Recal  the  hour,  (the  laft  of  Claudia's  fame. 
Her  burning  bofom  panting  for  its  fhame) 
How  fond  I  twin'd  thee  in  my  clofe  embrace; 
And  eager  prefs'd  thee  to  the  fweet' difgrace, 
Whtn  modeft  reafon  fled.     Afliam'd  t'  annoy 
The  dying  ecftacies  of  mutual  joy. 
Panting  thdii  drank'fl  the  tears  which,  burftingi 

prov'd 
How  much  I  fuflfer'di  how  fincerely  lov*d. 
Thus  did  we  kifs  the  fenfual  night  away. 
And  quite  forgot  th'  e^fiftencc  of  the  day^ 
'Till  f/inting  paflion  prov'd  each  efl^ort  vain^i 
And,  loft  in  fleep,  we  dreamt  it  o'er  again. 
But  oh!  what  thrilling  torments  tore  my  JDreafti 
When  morn,  officious,  woke  me  from  my  reft! 
U  2  With 


With  earlier  Heps  (he  rouz'd  the  l^ted  day. 
To  bear  m'  exulting  raviftier  away : 
In  vain  I  wept  j  each  tear  encreas'd  the  gricfi 
For  injured  heav'n  denied  nny  foul  relief. 
Why  didft  thou  leave  me  thus  alone,  Ito  fhare 
The  deep  upbraidings  of  a  father's  care  ? 
Alone,  to  catch  the  forrow-breathing  figh. 
And  wipe  the  tear  of  anguilh  from  his  eye? 
To  friendfhip  loft,  I  fliun  the  hated  day. 
With  tears  repentant  wafh  the  night  away ; 
Still  Confolation  fcorns  my  weeping  pray'r. 
And  heavy  time  lags  pregnant  with  defpair. 
Oh  let  reflexion  paint  thy  Claudia's  lot, 
"  Herfelf  forgetting,  by  the  world  forgot/* 
To  fortune  born,  like  fortune's  child  was  rear'd, 
By  many  flatfer'd,  yet  by  moft  revcr'd.— ♦ 
Recal  die  hours  I  pafs'd  thy  triumph'd  pride. 
By  thoufands  greeted  as  thy  future  bride — 
Recal  the  oaths  your  proteftatjons  feal'd. 
Review  the  joys  my  eafy  breaft  reveal'd ; 
Thus  could  my  fancy  feed  on  tranfports  flown. 
And  only  weep  the  dear  incentive  gone :    ' 
Return,  Alcanor,  ftilldear  youdi  return, 
Inflam'dideas  bidmypaffion  burn; 
The  latent  flame,  with  half-exringuifh'd  fire, 
Burfts  thro'  my  veins,  and  kindles  frefli  defire : 

By 
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By  forrows  emptied,  from  their  deepeft  fourcc. 
No  tears  remain,  to  damp  its  fcorching  courfe* 
Fly  to  my  arms,  dear  rifler  of  my  peace. 
In  melting  trances  bid  my  troubles  ceafe. 
Let  ftoic  fouls  our  wanton  paffions  Ipurn, 
And  censoring  fcandal  buz  thy  bleft  return ; 
Still  ftiall  I  fcorn  the  pining  lofs  of  fame. 
And  flare  away  the  tcU-tale  blufli  of  fliame ; 
Smile  at  pale  deaths  ncould  I  expiring  prove 
The  fond  expreffions  of  alternate  love. 
Obfcene  dcfire ! — is  this  the  convert's  pray'r. 
To  curb  the  erring  foul,  and  footh  defpair ! 
"Wake,  refqlution,  ere  my  curfc  begin, 
Traverfe  my  heart,  and  fhut  its  gates  to  fm  : 
Bid  exird  virtue  fix  its  lambent  flame, 
And  urge  my  foul  its  foibles  to  reclaim  : 
Shut  from  the  comforts  of  parental  love. 
What  muft  a  banifli'd,  female  finner,  prove ! 
Thrown  to  the  world,  ere  half  her  youth  began. 
The  fcorn  of  women,  and  the  prey  of  man ! 
Compare,  Alcanor,  each  our  fep'rate  ftate. 
Then  praife  the  partial  deftiny  of  fate : 
By  plenty  cheer'd,  thou  greet'ft  the  laughing  day. 
With  famifh'd  want  I  ftarve  the  hours  away : 
With  heavier  gloom  night  bends  her  frowns  on 

me. 
But  feems  to  wear,  an  eafy  fmile  for  thee. 

Yet 
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Yet  heaven  is  juft  alike  to  all  mankind. 
And  grief  and  pleafure  tell-tales  of  the  mind; 
Joy  points  to  care,  and  good  proceeds  from  illj 
So  thou  may'fl  mourn,  and  I  be  happy  ftilL 
Alcanor  mourn  !  and  Claudia  happy  prove ! 

0  fickle  tcft  of  conftancy  in  love  ! 

No !  let  me  wafte  in  one  unfruitful  fighi 
Rather  than  forrow  wet  Akanor's  eye; 
Tho'  mutual  guilt  becomes  a  mutual  care^ 
Yet  grant  me,  heav'n,  t'  enjoy  Alcanor's'fhare  I 
But  why  repent?  'twas  nature's  timid  fire 
That  firft  inflam'd  my  bofom  with  defire. 
Which  virtuous  blulhes  modeftly  reveal'd — 
('T\vas  honeft  love,  and  could  not  be  conceal'd; 

the  reft  divine. 

And  bid  thy  confcience  fill  the  vacant  line. 
Oh  had  my  tears  in  one  moift  body  ran. 
Drowning  the  page  before  thefe  lines  began. 
Ne'er  had  my  pen,  byftrugglingpafTionsprov'd, 
How  weak  I  reafon,  and  hov/  madly  lov'd. 
Left  wand'ring  eyes  perufe  my  written  fliame. 
And  babbling  tongues  declare  the  finner's  name, 
Beware,  Alcanor;  for  the  world  muft  own, 

1  only  lov'd,  but  never  finn'd  alone. 

When  honeft  wine  ftiall  afk  the  bluftiing  truth. 
Let  prudence  fealthe  candid  lip  of  youth; 
Oh  Mt  me  drop  from  off  this  guilty  ftage. 
By  youth  unfought  for,  and  unmcurn'd  by  age. 
I  When 
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When  midnight  veils  die  guilty  blufh  of  woe. 
And  heay'n  itfelf  feems  hid  from  fin  below. 
Oft  did  the  form  of  Suicide  appear. 
With  all  her  curfed  remedies  for  care; 
But  heav'n  reviv'd  its  fading  grace,  to  favc 
The  ftruggling  fipner  fi  om  the  guilty  grave. 
Anticipation,  widi  prophetic  fear, 
Whilpers  encreafe  of  forrow  in  my  car — 
Should'ft  thou  thy  Claudia,  'midft  diofe' wretches 

trace, 
(Thofe  wand'ring  monuments  of  man's  difgrace) 
Prefs'd  by  the  mad  defpair  of  fquander'd  fame. 
Buying  exiftcnce  with  encreafe  of  fhame. 
How  could'ft  thou  lift  an  eye  of  hope  to  heav*n^ 
Or  truft  Alcanor,  e'er  to  be  forgiv'n  ? 
For  I  am  doom'd  their  wretched  pangs  to  lharC| 
Who  once,  like  me,  were  innocent  and  fair. 
Is  man  our  fex's  ftandard  of  defence, 
Or  does  feduftion  prove  fqperior  fenfe  ? 
Dbes  weaker  reafon  hold  the  female  mind. 
To  make  us  bow  obedient  to  mankind  ? 
Beauty,  beware,  for  fmce  thy  reign  began, 
The  greateft  enemy  thpu  haft— is  man. 
Yet,  dear  Alcanor! — but  no  m»ore  of  love— 
Oh  let  my  mind  fome  nobler  duty  prove  i 
Let  refignation  fuit  my  foul  to  fate, 
^d  pena  vc  form  it  for  a  future  ftate  : 

Let 
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Let  me,  to  wafti  thefe  hated  ftains  away. 
Welcome  repentance  with  each  rifing  day : 
And  thus  prepared,  may  that  immortal  reft. 
Which  no  fad  mem'ry,  no  vain  fears  moleft^ 
Shelter  a  faint  within  its  bright  abode. 
In  mifery,  a  convert  to  her  God. 


rHA^ 
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AddrefTed  to  Mrs*  Jo  it  dak. 

THALIA,,  laughter-loving  queen. 
Had  long  with  jealous  envy  feea 
Melpomene,  with  reigning  fway. 
The  favorite  goddefs  of  the  day. 
No  more  her  joy-inlpiring  mirth 
Could  prove  attractive  on  the  earthy 
No  more  her  pleafing  fmile  could  cheer, 
Oi;;  wipe  away  life's  care-fraught  tear: 
Each  ftation  of  life's  varied  fcene 
Paid  homage  to  the  tragic  queen. 
With  envy  tortur'd,  thus  to  fin4 
Herfclf  neglefted  by  mankind. 
She  flew  to  Jqve's  impartial  throne, 
Refolving  to  have  juftice  done. 
The  god,  attentive  to  her  pray'r. 
With  fmiles  propitious,  eas'd  her  care ; 
Then  faid,  fuppofewe  gods  combine 
To  form  a  maid  of  mould  divine. 
To  reprefent  the  Comic  Mufe, 
Who  prcfcnt  would  their  aid  rcfufc  ? 


Olympus 
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Olympus  faw  a  general  nod, 
Aflcnting  to  oblige  the  god, 

Firft,  Venus  gave  a  pleafing  face^ 
And  next,  Aglaia,  eafe  and  grace  i 
Each  god's  concern'd  to  pleafe  mankind. 
In  forming  body,  or  the  mind. 
I've  heard,  'twas  in  Olympus  faid, 
Melpomene  infpir'd  the  maidi 
And  kindly  gave  her  free  confent. 
That  flie  might  fometimes  reprefent 
A  charafter,  to  draw  the  tear. 
And  render  thus  her  fmilcs  more  dear. 
The  maid  was  form'd — and,  laftly.  Fame 
Gave  Jordan,  for  her  living  name. 


iVb.  8. 
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The  Elegy  by  B.  muJI  undergo  fame  Alterations ;  a  Liberty 
I  muft  requejl  all  my  Correfpondents  to  permit  mc  to  take. 
Several  Favors  only  wait  for  Room. 
The  Vcrfes  on  a  Watch  1  miijl  decline  infertbeg^ 
Timophilos  in  my  next. 
Squib  Jhall meet  with  an  early  Infertion. 
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We  may  often  learn  matters  of  confcquencc  from  triJUu 

AXtachments  too  fearly  formed  are  almoft  al- 
ways attended  by  fatal  confequencesj  and  many- 
are  the  inftances,  befides^that  given  in  the  follow- 
ing ftory,  of  the  fad  refult  of  a  premature  con- 
nexion of  this  nature.  The  death  of  Mr, 
Thynne  is  well  known  to  have  arifen  from  this 
taufe.  It  is  a  tale  in  the  mouth  of  every  one; 
but  its  being  fo  publickly  known,  detrafts  not 
from  the  truth  of  it:  and,  as  it  ftands  an  ex- 
ample of  the  danger  of  this  too  prevalent  cuf- 
tom,  I  hope  it  may  ferve  alfo  as  a  preventative 
to  deter  others  firoxn  the  like  hatard* 

I  Solon's 
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Solon's  laws  forbad  the  Athenians  entering 
die  conjugal  ftatc  before  they  were  turned 
of  five-and-thirty;  nor  were  the  Lacedaemo- 
nians permitted  "to  rrtarry  'till  ^hey  had  ac- 
quired their  full  ftrength:  and  it  appears  from 
one  of  Lycurgus's  laws,  (fays  Archbifhop  Pot- 
ter) that  both  men  and  women  were  limited 
m  this  point.  The  Athenian  legiflator  feems,' 
indeed,  to  have  overfhot  the  marks  but,  in  our 
age,  when ,  nnen,  prompted  rather  by  the  unre- 
ftrifted  fway  of  their  imprudence,  than  urged  by 
the  violence  of  their  paflion,  bind  themfclves  for 
life  to  a  woman,. whofc'dfrily  quality  they  are  at- 
tracted by  is  the  fum  of  her  portion,'  an  edift  of 
tftiskind  would  have  no  bad  effefts;  as,  whilft  it 
baffles  their  hafty  views  to  a  great  fortune,  it 
would  give  themvtime  to  make  themfelves  tho- 
roughly acquainted  with  their  charmer*s  cha- 
jrafter,  and  enable  them  to  judge  beforehand, 
whether  or  no  they  could  fpend  the  reft  of  their 
years  in  a  ftate  of  happinefs,  at  lead  not  leffened 
by  admitting  a  partner  into  it,  whom  to  pleale 
muft  ever  make  a  man  happy,  to  be  pleafed  by 
rendering  him  completely  blefled.  But  I  have 
made  this  topic  the  fubjeft  of  this  day's  paper, 
principally  for  the  fake  of  introducing  a  ftory, 
ftill  current  among  the  higher  circles  in  W-eft- 
minfter,  and  which*  a3  it  oft  has  moved  niany  a 

youthful 
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youtihfiil  hearer  from  the  mouth  of  a  fchooL- 
mafter,  I  hope  will  not  proye  unacceptable  to 
my  readers, 

Under  the  maftcrlhip  of  the  celebrated  Bufby, 
there  was  a  boy  at  fchool,  whom  I  Ihall  di- 
ftinguifh  by  the  name  of  Henry,  equally 
efteemed  by  his  matters  for  the  brilliancy  of  his 
talents,  and  beloved  by  his  fchoolfellows  for  the 
various  excellent  qualities  of  his  mind,  and  the 
iwcctnefs  of  his  difpofitioii.  Before  he  had  rifca 
very  high  in  fchool,  he  conceived  a  paflion  for  a 
young  lady  in  the  neighbourhood,  eminently 
[>eautiful,  and  difF(tring  from  him  in  charaifler, 
only  as  the  natural  delicacy  and  foftnefs  of  her 
fcx  ^Jldded  a  charm-  to  every  perfeftion  of  her 
lover.  From  the  many  interviews  they  had 
had,  the  flame  which  at  firft  fired  his  bofom, 
quickly  became  mutual,  and  they  already  in- 
dulged themfelves  in  romantic  ideas  of  cele- 
brating their  nuptials,  when  they  fcarce  knew 
what  love  was,  but  from  the  fluttering  it  caufed 
in  each  of  their  tender  brealls.  Two  years 
were  now  elapfed  fince  they  had  declared  their 
flame  to  each  other.  Henry  had  long  pleaded 
his  love  to  his  dear  Charlotte,  with  all  the  force 
a  fincere  and  daily  increafing  paflion  could  in- 
foire  him  widi.  Marriage  was  what  they  both 
looked  up  to,  but  impoflibilitics  dimmed  the 
I  2  profpcft; 
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profpeft;  and  though  he  loved  her  with  a  ten- 
dernefs  which  nought  but  virtuous  motives  can 
implant,  yet  ftill  his  defires  tended  tp  that  point 
of  blifs,  which  nothing  but  the  privilege  of  mar- 
riage can  give  fanftion  to.     His  father  (it  feems) 
having  long  obferved  the  clofe  intimacy  which 
cxifted  between  our  hero  and  this  amiable  girl, 
and  fearful  of  the  confequence,  (namely,  mar- 
riage) for  fhe  had  no  fortune,  refolved  to  fepa- 
rate  them  in  the  ^hailieft  manner  poffible.     Ac- 
cordingly he  purchafed  him  an  enfigncy  in  a  re- 
giment juft  going  abroad,  and  paying*  little  re- 
gard to  his  fon's  difapprobation  of  a  military  life, 
fent  him  off  to  Jerfey.     This  precaution,  how- 
ever, proved  fruitlefs ;  for  Henry,  as  foon  as  he 
was  acquainted  with  his  father's  cruel  determi- 
nation, having  obtained  Charlotte's  full  confent^ 
had  their  marriage  confummated  unknown  to 
any  of  his  friends  5  and  as  his  regiment  was  de- 
tained in  England,  by  unforefeen  delays,  a  rpuch 
longer  time  than  was  expefted,  he  found  means 
to  pafs  the  greater  part  of  his  time  in  her  com- 
pany.    1  Ihall  pafs  over  the  tender  fcene  which 
took  place  at  their  parting  :  fuffice  it  to  lay,  that 
never  was  a  pi6lure  of  grief  difplayed  in  more 
natural  and  alFefting  colours  than  what  this  in- 
terview exhibited.     With  difficulty  he  diffuaded 
her  from  the  earneft:  defire  fhe  had  of  accom- 
panying 
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panying  him;  but  he  knew  the  dangers  of  the 
voyage,  and  the  difficulties  a  woman  is  expofed 
to  in  a  camp  too  well  to  comply  with  her  requeft. 
All  he  had  to  confole  her  with  was,  an  affurance 
of  the  moft  fpeedy  return  he  could  obtain. 

Before  he  had  been  fix  months  in  Jerfey,  he 
received  the  news  of  her  being  brought  to  bed  of 
a  fon.  Since  flic  had  lafl  ken  her  dear  Henry, 
her  conftancy  had  been  put?  to  the  trial  by  a 
thoufand  preffing  calamities.  Jufl:  after  he  had 
fct  fail,  flie  felt  a  fevere  ftiock  in  the  lofs  of  a 
kind  and  affeftionate  mother,  her  only  furviving 
parent,  and  was  now  left  an  helplefs  orphan, 
expofed  to  all  the  dangers  of  the  wide  world, 
deprived  of  every  comfort  of  life,  and  nearly 
deftitute  of  all  its  neceflfaries.  Her  mother, 
being  the  relict  .of  a  colonel,  had,  with  fome 
ceconomy,  made  fliift  to  fupport  herfelf  and 
daughter  in  a  genteel  manner  on  her  penfion ; 
but  this  dropt  at  her.  death,  and  poor  Charlotte, 
who,  either  from  the  too  great  indulgence  or 
the  pride  of  her  parents,  had  not  been  brought 
up  to  any  bufinefs,  was  nov/  reduced  to  the  dcf- 
pcrate  alternative  of  either  ftarving,  or  main- 
taining herfelf  by  the  mofl:  wretched  trade  her 
fex  is  acquainted  with.  Happily  an  old  fchool- 
fcUow  of  Henry's,  learning  the  diltrefled  fl:ate  of 
|ier  circumllances,  flew  to  her  afliltance  with  all 

the 
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Equally  alarmed  at  the  feverity  of  her  Henry's 
diforder,  and  charmed  with  the  fincerity  of  his 
pafllon,  (he  refolved  to  fct  fail  in  queft  of  him. 
Accordingly,  fupplied  by  the  kindnefs  of  his 
friend  with  every  thing  requifite  for  her  voyage, 
flic  went  on  board  a  tranfport  bound  for  the 
place  of  her  hufband's  deftination;  but  the  bit- 
tereft  fcene  of  her  affliftion  remained  as  yet  un- 
acconfipliftied :  all  thofc  flattering  images  of  joy 
which  the  thought  of  quickly  feeing  her  Henry 
had  prefented  to  her,  were  fuddenly  overclouded 
by  the  ftorm  which  intercepted  them  in  their 
palTage.  After  every  exertion  of  the  crew  had 
proved  vain,  they  were  driven  to  the  laft  re- 
fource,  and  fired  the  fignal  of  diftrefs.  This 
was  inftantly  anfwered  by  another  fhip,  which 
had  long  been  near,  but  from  the  darknefs  which 
reigned  around,  widiout  die  knowledge  of  either! 
It  was,  however,  too  late  to'fave  their  veflel: 
•  the  leak  which  had  fo  long  diftrefled  them,  now 
took  in  fo  faft,  that  it  was  impoflible  to  keep  her 
above  water,  and  juft  as  the  fliip  made  up  to 
her,  Ihe  funk.  Her  long-boat,  flowed  full,  was 
oow  approaching  the  fide  of  the  ftiip,  v/hen  a 
wave  matched  it  under,  and  Charlotte, 
her  dear  infant  clofe-clafped  to  her  bread, 
^Alihs  mercy  of  a  ftormy  fca.— [Mud  I 
m  tcU  himj  that  Henry,  having 
procured 
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procured  leave  of  abff  nee,  was  returning  in  the 

other  fhipr] He  had  long  fixed  his  eyes  on 

the  boat,  llruck  with  the  beauty  of  his  unknown 
wife.  Unable  any  longer  to  be  witncfs  to  fuch 
a  fcene  of  diftrefs,  without  taking  an^  aftive  part 
in  it,  he  plunged  in  at  the  hazard  of  his  own  lifc^ 
and  catching  her  as  /he  rofe  on  the  back  of  a 
billow,  bore  her  to  his  own  fhip's  boat.  But 
what  were  his  feelings  when  he  beheld  the  face  of 
his  Charlotte!  Her  benumbed  arm  had  dropt 
its  tender  charge.  The  horror  of  her  diftrefs 
had  deprived  her  cheeks  of  their  rofeate  hue, 
and  plundered  her  ruby  lips  of  all  their  melting 
beauties.  Dead  was  the  luftre  of  her  glofly  eye, 
and  cold  her  lily  hand.  He  prefled  her  to  his 
bread  in  the  agonies  of  defpair,  and  drove  toi 
recal  her  affrighted  fpirits  to  their  gay  abode; 
She  at  len[^th  awoke  almoft  from  the  fhades  of 
death;  but  icelng  her  Henry's  face,  fhrieked 
altonifiimcnt,  and  funk  into  his  arms  a  breathlels 
corfe !  1 ! 


INVO^ 
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FULL  oft  invoked  in  Poet's  fong, 

Where'er  thou  nimbly  trip'ft  along. 

Bright  Fafliidn,  gay,  alluring  Fair ! 

Say  where  thou  driv'ft  thy  gilded  car; 

Say  where  thou  fpread'ft  thy  dazzling  wings. 

Since  now  no  longer  Mara  fings, 

"Whe^  Weftminfter's  too  facred  fane 

Of  late  convoked  the  gay,  the  vain. 

By  muficVs  pow'r  divine  infpir'd. 

And  at  thy  fummons  ftill  more  fir'd. 

Does  Margaretta's  neighb'ring  feat 

Invite  thy  ever-moving  feet  ? 

And  is  great  Mufick's  potent  voice 

So  long  th'  unalterable  choice  ? 

Or  rather  does  Pantheon's  dome    - 

Afford  more  full,  more  ample  room. 

To  ftow  thy  duftile  vot'ries  in. 

And  catch  more  boobies  in  thy  gin  ? 

Or  doft  thou,  all-perfuafive  girl. 

At  thefe  dull  haunts  thy  flack  fails  furl ; 

And,  tir'dwith  mufick's  frequent  lay. 

Prefer  the  Gardens,  Park,  or  Play  ? 

Ah  where  fliall  I  thy  veftige  find  ? 

To  what  more  blifsful  fcenes  confin'd  ? 

Since  not  Cecilia's  felf  can  ftop 

Thy  bufy,  hafly,  freakilh  hop; 

"Not  even  Siddons  can  fetain 

Thy  fmile,  nor  Billington's  fweet  ftrain 

Can  longer  tune  thy  once-charm'd  ear. 

Or  (lay  thy  light  fantaftic  car; 

Tir'd  with  Princes,  Nobles,  Judges, 

Bilhops,  Conrunons,  and  old  grudges. 
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Ill-made  bows,  ill-tim'd  grimaces. 

Wire-drawn  patience,  fulky  faces; 

Tir'd,  vfex'd  with  fo  much  loathfome  ftufl^ 

Thou'ft  left  in  fpleto-excited  huff. 

On  hafty  foot,  with  eager -pacfe. 

Old  Halli  new  feats,  a  motley  plaCc ;   ' 

Nor  this  dull  lounge  (halt  feek  again^ 

*Till  Neftor-vying  Sheridan 

iShall  call  from  every  joy,  toftp 

Sweet  Rhet'ric's  honey  on  his  lip, 

Efpoufe,  dear  maid,  thy  vot'ry's  caufej 

And  let  the  influence  of  thy  laws. 

Ah!  let  thy  potent  voice  pcrfuade  • 

The  Ton's  purlieus,  the  Town's  parade^ 

In  gentle  whifpers  buzzing  round, 

'Till  general  becomes  the  found; 

'Till  the  wide  Nuga-mania  fprcad> 

And  all  the  world,  by  fancy  led. 

Shall  feek  thy  much-frequented  Ihrinej 

To  hail  thee  potent  and  divine. 

Obey  thy  word,  approve  thy  choice. 

And  in  thy  flavery  rejoice ; 

Still,  ftill  obedient  keep  each  (lavtj 

Still,  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave. 

And  leach  their  throats  full  loud  to  IwcU 

In  Chorus,  Vive  la  BagatdUl 

c. 
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SATURDAY,  Jidy  26,  1788. 

^id  Ronuffaciam  f  mentiri  nefcio.  Juv. 

"What'st  Rome  to  me  ?  what  Bufmefs  have  I  there  ? 
I,  who  can  neither  lye,  nor  &lfely  fwear.  D  R  Y  o* 

X  Know  of  no  qualification  of  the  hunian  mind 
more  unfuccefsfulfy  fought  after  than  wit^  fincc 
fcarce  any  accomplilhment  is  the  objeft  of  fuch 
general  pucfuit  through  every  rank  and  ftatioa 
of  life. 

The  Coalhcaver  over  his  pot  of  porter  crack$ 

his  coarie  vulgar  jells,  and  his  Lordfhip  enli« 

vcncd  by  his  claret  retails  his  more  refined  ones, 

formed  in  the  l\ours  of  meditation,  9r  (as  indp- 

K  Icncc 
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Icncc  may  prompt  him)  extraftcd  from  a  jeft- 
book:  -Wit,  like  glittering  rinfel,.  often  capti- 
vates weak  minds,  whilft  the  mo|^  folid  bullion 
of  a  fine  underftanding  is  too  frequently  ne- 
glefted. 

A  ftrong  intelleftual  capacity  is  not  always 
confpic^^ous  at  firft  fight.  An  awkward  balh- 
fulnefs,  extremely  natural  to  men,  who  have  been 
little  acquainted  with  the  beau  monde^  frequently 
obfcures  a  brilliant  underftanding,  and  throws  a 
temporary  cloud  over  the  moft  extenfivc  know- 
ledge. On  this  account,  men  celebrated  in  li- 
terature have  been  thought  unentertaining,  and 
a  fmaH  acquaintance  with  the  world  has  afforded 
many  a  witlefs  blockhead  agreeable  converfaden, 
whilft  the  rfiere  fcholar  in  vain  calls  Martial  and 
Ovid  to  his  aid,  and  even  envies  the  infenfibility* 
and  loquacity  of  the  chattering  coxcomb,  with 
whom  a  few  hours  before  he  would  have  thought 
himfcif  degraded  by  comparifon. 

Wit  makes  its  way  direftly  to  the  heart,  and. 
obtains  an  inftant  reward  in  the  applaule  of  the 
company.  The  imprefTion  it  makes^  although 
not  lafting,  is  yet  forcible^  and  pleafing;  and 
fince  by  promoting  mirth  and  good-humor,  it 
is  ever  eftccmed  an  agreeable  companion,  it  has' 
been  more  fought  after  than  the  nobler  qualities 
gf  the  niiad!  •     •   -    .. 

•Bjr 
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'  By  different  paths  no  inconfiderable  rilimbcr 
aim  at  this  difficult  qualification.  To  fome,  but 
very  few,  it  comes  natural;  others,  when  alone, 
employ  their  time  in  compofing^d?;?  mats  iidapted 
to  the  leading  topics  of  the  day,  whilft  the 
greater  part  of  thefe  felf-created  wits,  turning  to 
their  friend  Joe  Miller,  by  a  lefs  tedious  procefs 
lay  in  as  large  a  ftock,  as  their  heads  can  conve- 
niently contain.  * 

But  of  all  the  paths  by  which  men  aim  at  this 
tnuch-admired  charaftery  thofe  who  by  relating 
old  dories  and  anecdotes,  or  who  fometimes, 
through  a  deficiency  of  memory,  have  recourfe 
to  their  own  extemporary  inventions,  and  by  a 
relation  of  wonderful  and  romantic  ftories  hope 
to  excite  admiration,  and  furprize,  feem  to  me 
to  purfue  Wit  through  the  darkcft  and  moft  ex- 
traordinary, 

I  have  known  a  gentleman  of  this  caft,  who 
being  obliged  to  confume  a  large  portion  of  his 
time  in  travelling,  ufcd  to  invent  ftories  in  his 
chaife,  and  praftife  an  eafy  manner  of  telling 
them,  by  reciting  to  the  waiters  at  the  inns  where 
he  occafionally  ftopped :  the  confequence  of 
which  was,  that  by  the  means  of  the  poftilions 
the  jefts  were  conveyed  from  ftage  to  ftage,  and 
the  next  time  theWit  travelled  the  Northern  road, 
he  had  the  pleafure  of  hearing  his  own  jokes  in 
K  2  ever\* 


tio  The    Trifle it« 

every  (Uble-yard,  with  fuch  additions  as  the 
humor  or  blunders  of  each  poililion  or  hoftler 
might  have  fuggcfted. 

What  induced  me  to  make  the  preceding  re- 
marks was  a  corre(pondent*s  letter  now  before 
me>  who  complains  of  his  being  negle<fted  from 
an  inability  of  invention,  and  virulently  declaims 
againft  falihood^  as  the  iburce  of  his  misfortunes; 
and  fince  (according  to  his  letter)  he  has  ha4 
the  misfortune  of  meeting  with  men  hyperbo- 
lically  addidted  to  this  foible,  I  know  of  no  one 
who  has  a  better  right  to  complain ;  his  difcri- 
mination  of  white  and  i^lack  lyes  may  probably 
prove  inftruftive  to  fome,  and  his  letter,  though 
long,  will  (I  hope)  not  prove  void  of  entertain-* 
ment. 

^  Dear  Tim, 
'  It  would  be  ingratitude  in  me,  not  to  ac- 

*  knowledge  the  pleafurc  I  receive  from  die  pe- 

*  rufal  of  your  papers,  which  alleviate  my  care 
'  for  a  Ihort  rime,  and  make  me  forget  the 

*  pains  which  fo  continually  opprefs  my  mind. 

*  But  this  relief  is  only  for  a  few  moments ;  and 
'  I  think,  upon  the  whole,  I  may  fafely  venture 
'  to  affirm,  that  I  am  the  n)oft  wretched  being 

*  upon  the  face  of  the  earth.      Society,  the 

*  greateft  comfort  of  life,   is  denied  me;   niy 

*  company 
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company  is  every  where  avoided;— every  door 
in  die  neighbourhood  is  (hut  ^ainft  me; — die 
boys  point  at  me  a$  I  waUc  along  the  ftreets^ 
hailing  me  by  the  name  of  madman,  which 
has  been  given  me  by  my  good  hoftefs,  a  vul* 
gaTj  fat  old  wonianj  who  never  exchanges  two 
words  with  me^  and  indeed  feldom  appears  but 
on  Saturday,  when  Ihe  brings  her  billj^  lays  it  on 
my  table  without  opening  her  lips,  and  having 
received  the  money  departs,  not  even  mutter- 
ing, **^  thank  you." 

*  I  fhould  be  given  to  beli?ve  that  (he  had  loft 
her  tongue,  did  not  her  poor  maid  Mcll  (as 
(he  calls  her)  fufFcr  fo  much  from  its  impetuo- 
fity,  ..One  day,  when  (he  had  poured  forth 
execrations  upon  the  poor  girl,  without  mercy, 
for  leaving  a  farthing's  worth  of  (kimmed 
milk  upon  the  table,  within  reach  of  the  cat, 
I  overheard  Moll  threaten  to  tell  the  gende- 
man,  how  (he  called  him  madman,  and  was 
always  looking  through  the  key-jiole  of  his 
door,  and  told  all  the  neighbours  how  he 
talked  to  himfclf :  and  all  this,  added  Moll,  is 
out  o'  fpite,  becaufe  he  once  (poke  truth  and 
told  you,  you  wasn't  handfome.  Thus  I 
found  tliat  one  unfortunate  truth  drew  upon 
me  the  hatred  of  the  whole  neighbourhood, 
who,  influencc4  by  the  ules  of  my  landlady, 

*  whom 
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♦*  whom  thc7  adore  for  her  little  wealthy  locMc 
^  upon  me  as  the  word  of  mankind. 

'  Though  this  might  have  been  an  uiefiil 

*  leflbn,   it  has   profited  me    nothing. — Yet 

*  from  this  I  may  difcover  that  Ipeaking  truth 
'  is  the  caufe  of  my  misfortunes,  but  ftill  puriue 

*  that  path,  in  which  I  have  fo  long  trodden ; 
'  and  through  which  I  formerly  gained  the  ef- 

*  teem  of  a  judicious,  and  now  the  contempt  of 
'  a  deluded,  Publick. 

*  To  you  then,  Tim,  I  look  for  redrefs :  and, 

*  in  my  humble  opinion,  it  is  a  circumftance 

*  not  unworthy  your  notice.     For  fhould  you  by 

*  good  precepts  reclaim  mankind,  you  will  not 
'  only  preferve  the  honor  already  obtained,  but 
'  the  bright  ftar  of  your  glory  will  aflume  frefh 

*  luftre,  and  afford  a  never-fading  light  to  the 

*  world. 

*  To  promote  this,  and  the  good  of  mankind, 

*  both  of  which,  no  doubt,  are  your  objcfts,  a 
'  paper  fhev.'ing  the  evil  tendency  of  white  Ues, 
'  ^will  in  a  great  meafure  be  conducive.  For 
'  llich  at  prefent  is  the  prevalence  of  thefe  ene- 
'  mies  to  virtue,  that  they  are  the  very  life  and 

'  foul  of  convcrfation;  and  in  fuch  efteem  are    . 

'  they  held,  that  the  ready  inventor  of  an  abfurd 
ftory  is  more  coveted  in  fociety,  than  the  man 
of  fenfe  and  integrity;  to  fuch  a  pitch  has  this 

i  evil 
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*•  evil  rifcn,  which  rages  Uke  an  epidemical  dif- . 

*  eafcy  hourly  increafing^  and  becoming  daily 

*  more  dangerous. 

«  However,  I  have  ftill  hopes  of  a  recovery, 
^  fhould  you  deign  to  prepare  a  medicine.    The 

*  tafk  will,  I  own,  be  very  difficult;  as  the 

*  draught  muft  have  ftrcngth  to  operate  when 
'  down^  and  muft  be  free  from  naufeoufnefs, 

*  and  adapted  to  every  palate,  or  'twill  never  be 

*  fwallowed.  The  firft  feft  on  which  I  ihall  rc- 
'  commend  you  to  try  your  Ikill,  though  more 
'  properly  belonging  to  the  lift  of  black  liarsp 

*  than  wbitty  are  Old  Maids,  whom  fplcen  for- 
'  bids  to  ipeak  well  of  any  body;  and  whom 
^  Malice  and  Envy  prompt  to  fcandalize  the 
^  faireft  charafters.  If  you  can  once  convince 
'  thefe  of  their  errors,  you  need  not  defpair  of 
'  bringing  all  mankind  to  conviftion.     Not  that 

*  mere  conviftion  will  have  the  defired  efFeft 

*  upon  thefe  Tabbies;  it  muft  be  accompanied 
^  wth  fevere  remonftrances;  and  if  thefe  will 

*  not  do,  an  huftjand  (if  poffible)  muft  be  pro- 

*  cured :  and  indeed  even  this  has  been  known 
«  to  fail. 

*  However,  I  have  no  doubt  of  your  fuc* 

*  cefs,  provided  you  begin  by  recommending  in 

*  fmooth  mellifluous  words,  that  their  meetings  be 
^  Icfs  frequent,  that  they  pay  a  little  more  attention 
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c  to  their  own  affairs,  and  not  quite  fo  much  to 

*  thofe  of  their  neighbours;  to  cfFeft  which,  you 

*  muft  (hew  fome  great  advantages  that  will 
'  accrue;  fuch  as,  being  admitted  to  the  friend- 

*  fliip  of  thofe,  who  now  tremble  at  their  fupc- 
-*  rior  wifdom  and  underftanding,  they  will  have 

*  a  better  opportunity  of  fcrutinizing  into  the 

*  minuted:  circumftances,  and  gratifying  their 
^.curiofity.     In  addition  to  this  you  muft  de- 

*  monfixate  clearly  to  them,  that  they  may  ap- 

*  ply  to  much  better  purpofes,  of  which  they 

*  feem  to  be  ignorant,  or,  knowing,  to  diiregard,  • 

*  the  time  now  fpent  at  the  window,  from  which 

*  they  obferve  with  pleafure  and  fatisfaftion  any 

*  evil  which  may  befal  a  fellow-creature,  and 

*  look  upon  any  good  fortiiae  with  difcontent 

*  and  malice.    From  whence  perhaps  an  huf- 

*  band  may  be  obferved  to  fpcak  rather  angril)^ 
«  to  his  wife,  and  with  good-nature,  becoming 
'  iz  gentleman,  to  his  maid-fervant;  or  Mrs.  B. 

*  may  be  fcen  to  admit  an  intimate  fi  iend  in  Mr. 

*  B/s  abfence.     The  mere  obfervanon  of  fwcl^ 

*  matters,    though  impertinent,  yet  would   be 

*  excufable,  did  they  net  at  their  meeting  in  the 

*  evening  report,   one,   that  that  cruel   villain 

*-  Mr.  — ,  bear  his  wife  this  morning,  and 

'  kiffcd  her  mnid  before  her  lace.     Whilft  iano- 

*  thcr  widi  an  air  of  truth  fays,  Mr.  R-- 

'  called 
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*  called  upon  Mrs.  B this  morning. — ^Hcf 

*  huA>and,  you  know,  is  out  of  town,  with  a 
'  fignificant  ikkI. — I  flood  at  my  window  above 
^  two  hours,  *till  I  was  almoft  tired,  before  he 
<  made  his  appearance — I  was  juft  going  to  fet 

*  my  maid  to  watch,  when  out  he  came — I  wifh 

*  *Mr.  B.  had  returned  and  found  them  together. 

*  Thus,  from  fuch  trivial  circumftances,  do  the  ^ 
^  moft  infamous  tales  take  rife;  and  thus  does  a 

*  morning's  contemplation  at  a  window  furnilh 

*  converfation  for  the  tea-table,  to  the  detriment 

*  of  the  wifcr  and  more  innocent  part  of  man- 

*  kind.    When  this  ftory  was  related  with  all 

*  the  appearance  of  truth,  I  confcfs  my  fears 

*  were  not  the  Ic^ft  for  the  chaftity  of  Mrs.  B. 

*  and  the  honor  of  her  hu/band.     But  thcfe 

*  were  foon  cleared  away  by  a  few  more  rela- 

*  tions-  of  this  kind,  and  by  a  friend  who,  ob- 

*  ferving  my  furprife,  let  me  into  the  fecret  of 
'  the  lady's  charadcr.     We  communicated  our 

*  fcntiments  to  each  other,  and  agreed,  that  if 
'*  ihe^and  all  others  of  her  fedt  would  apply  the 

*  time,  wafted  in  this  idle  manner,  to  the  medi- 

*  tation  of  tlieir  own  impertinent  curiofity,  and 

*  the  ftudy  of  vi/tue  and  morality,  they  woiild 
'  'foon  be  convinced  of  the  impropriety  of  their 

*  conduft  J  of  their  foily  in  advancing  what  they 
^  know  to  be  falfe,  and  would,  wichout  doubr, 

'  eafcd 
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*  cafcd  from  their  fplcnctic  pains,  cnjojr  greater 

*  happincfs  than  their  prcfent  difpofition  allows. 

*  At  the  fame  time  that  I  recommend  thcfe 

*  malignant  liars  to  your  attention,  let  me  not 

*  forget  to  inform  yon,  what  chiefly  induced  me 

*  to  trouble  you  with  this  letter ;  in  which  it  was 

*  my  firft.  intention  folely  to  complain  of  thoie 

*  gentlemen,  who  infeft  all  companies  with  their 

*  ridiculous  ftories,  engrofs  to  themfelves  the 
^  whole  of  the  converfation,  and  laugh  at  all 
-*  men,  as  fools,  who  are  unable,  or  perhaps  do 

*  not  choofc  to  invent  lies  equal  their  own. 

*  A  few  days  ago,'  being  in  a  part  of  the  world 

*  where  I  was  not  known,  it  happened  that  I 
'  fell  into  the  company  of  a  few  young  Buckfj 

*  who,  without  a  grain  of  fenfe,  fet  themfelves 

*  up  for  firft-rate  wits.  How  far  they  arc  en- 
^  .titled  to  this  charafter,  you  may  determine 
"*  when  informed  of  the  method  by  which  thejr 

*  have  procured  it. 

*  You  mull  know  then,  being  unable  to  dif- 
f  courle  upon  any  reaftmable  topick,  and  fond 

*  of  the  mufick  of  their  own  tongues,  which  are 

*  never  fufFered  to  reft  one  moment,  they  tell 
'  lie  after  lie,  beginning  witi!  marvellous  pro- 
<  babilicies,    encrcafing  from  thefe  to   impro- 

*  babilities,  and  from  improbabilities  to  impoA 
«  Abilities.     I  remember  one  of  thefe  wits,  told 

3  '  us 
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*  us  a  long  ftory,  which  I  fhall  make  as  ihort  as 

*  lean,  "  that  he  had  feen  a  Robin  perch  upon 

*  an  hot  rump  of  beef,  Cng  for  ten  minutes^ 
f  and  then  leave  a  company  of  two  hundred 

*  in  aftonilhment:"  fufficicnt,  in  my  opinion,  to 

*  aftonilh  two  thoufand.     For  that  a  Robin, 

*  though  a  domeftic  bird,  fhould  fit  for  fuch  a 
'  length  of  time  amidft  the  clatter  of  knives  and 
^  forks,  is  a  moft  wonderful  thing;  and  it  is 
^  rather  improbable,  that  a  gentleman  at  this 

*  fame  table,  uncovering  a  terrine,  in  which  he 
'  expeiHied  to  find  foup,  fhould  diicover  a  brace 

*  of  hares  running  about  in  a  quantity  of  parfly. 
^  To  chefc  I  /hall  add  one  more  ftory,  that  you 

*  may  obferv^  the  climax, — *'  One  day,  faid 
'  this  witty  facetious  gentleman^  as  I  was  taking 

*  my  ufual  walk,  gazing  at  the  iSsrenity  of  the 

*  Iky,  'my  foot  ftruck  againft  fomething,  which 

*  I  found  to  be  the  handle  of  a  whip,  ftanding 
^  ereft,  about  four  inches,  an  half  and  two  fix- 

*  teenths,  (you  muft  know  he  was  very  exaA  in 
^  his  calculations)  above  the  ^ound.  I  (looped 
^  to  take  it  up,  which  I  expecting  to  do  with 
^  cafe,  was  much  fiirprized  at  the  refiftance  it 
^  made.  I  Arained  every  nerve  for  fome  time 
^.  to  no  cfFed.  However,  ftiU  fixed  in  my  refo- 
^  lution,  after  having  taken  breath,  I  renewed 
^  the  attack  with  redoubled  vigor.     The  earth 

*  began 


*  began  to  mow,  and  a  whip  gradually  tq  arffc* 
^  At  length  I  perceived  the  lalh,  and  ftiU  found 
'  nearly  the  fame  oppofition  as  at  firft.     My  ex- 

*  peftation  was  now  raifed  a  degree  and  half 

*  higher.     I  fancied  myfelf  already  in  pofleiBon . 
'  of  a  large  cheft  bf  money,  which  fome  old 

*  mifcr  had  hidden,  and  left  this  mark,  that  he 

*  might  kno'w  where  to  find  it.      Such  were  my 

*  hopes,  when  a  man's  hand  rifing  gently  from 

*  the  earth,  foon  proved  the  vanity  of  them. 

*  The  hand  was  fuccceded  by  the  arm,  and,  in 

*  fhort,  inftead  of  the  hoped-for  cheft,  a  perfeft 

*  man,  with  an  horfe  between  his   legs,  foon 

*  appeared.  I  was  for  fome  time  petrified  with 
'  aftonifhment ;  'till  at  length  the  blood  begin- 
^  ning  to  circulate,  I   returned  to  myfelf,  anJ 

*  how  did  my  aftonifhment  increafe  when  I  re- 

*  cognized  my  uncle,  who  about  two   months 

*  before  left  his  own  houfe,  and  was,  I  fuppofe, 

*  fwallowed  up  in  this  bog,  w  hich  the  drynefs  of 

*  the  fcafon  had  now  rendered  firm  ground !" 

*  Such,  Tim,  are  the  ridiculous  ftories  with 
'  which  he  entertains    large   companies   every 

*  evening,  and  by  v/hich  he  has  acquired  the. 

*  rtp'Jtation  of  an  agreeable  man.     And  be- 

*  caufe  I  can  neither  tell  fuch  lies  as  thefe,  nor 

*  talk  fcandal  like  an  Old  Maid,  I  lead  a  foli- 

*  tary  life,  proud  of  my  own  peculiarity  of  be- 

V  haviour. 
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*  haviour,  and  wondering  at  the  abfurdity  of 

*  mankind,  who  can  be  pleafed  by  hearing,  or 
^  propagating  fuch  falfhoods.     But  that  I  have 

*  already  tranfgreflcd  the  bounds  of  a  letter,  I 
^  (hould  enlarge  upon  the  difadvantages  arifmg 

*  &om  theft  wbif^lus;  declaiming  againft  them, 

*  as  inconfiftent  with  the  manners  of  a  gentlc- 

*  man ;  as  a  mark  either  of  the  greateft  igno- 

*  ranee,  or  fuperficial  knowledge,  which  glories 

*  in  impofing  on  the  credulity  of  a  weak  under- 

*  (landing — and  as  the  utter  abhorrence  of 

*  Your  humble  fervant, 

^  TiMOPHILOS/ 
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NoH  HercuU  mlror^ 


Aiiiatj  Ji  qui  cmmdunt  b9na\  cum  fit  obiff 

}fd  melius  tufde^  vulva  nilputchritis  ampli.      Hox ACC« 

By  Jove  I  fVonder  not  diat  folks  fhould  cAt^ 

At  one  delicious  meal  a  whole  eftate; 

For  a  bt  thruih  is  moft  delightful  food, 

And  a  imatfs  paunch  fuperlativel/  good*        f  AAKCtf* 

^VloST  of  my  prcdcccflbrs  have  ftmuouflf 
^endeavoured  to  convince  the  difciples  of  Epicu« 
his  of  the  dangerous  confequences  ttifing  froat 
modem  f^a{b,  and  the  advantages  of  a  temperace 
life;  aflerdng  that  great  caters  iacrifice  thdf 
lenie  and  undcdlandiog  to  She  gratificaaan  of 
their  appeases* 

That  ihu  moraliif  odg^oated  fitmii  i^ 
ud  humane  prinq|ifH^JMyqiidice4  reader 
can  JG^iotff  ^iesfi  ilpttJPHKBIW 
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be  made  the  inftrumcnts  of  deftruffion,  when 
ikiU  and  integrity  do  not  direft  their  applicadon, 
{o  thefe  doftrines  have,  in  my  opinion^  been  too 
prolixly  explained;  and  the  remedy  therefore 
has  proved  incfFeftive-  jiiufa,  or  to  ufc  the 
words  of  a  celebrated  Dramatift,  the  puffceHufive, 
has  fometimes  been  more  powerful  in  recom- 
mending a  work  to  public  notice  than  the  puflT 
obliqucy  or  the  puff  dire£t.  A  panegyrick  on 
this  foible  may  in  like  manner  fooner  efitdb  its 
reformation,  than  the  moft  poignant  acrimony^ 
or  ferious  leflbns  of  advice.  I  cannot  arrogate 
to  myielf  a  precedence  of  bellowing  an  enco* 
mium  upon  a  failing  the  fcnfible  part  of  man- 
kind cenfurc  j  for  the  celebrated  Chrichton,  as 
Johnfbn  informs  us,  (poke  an  oration  at  Padua 
in  direft  commendation  of  Ignorance^  and  the 
chara£tc^  of  a'  Gamefter  has  been  defended  by  the 
author  of  the  Adventurer, 

The  prolongation  of  the  term  of  life  is  Ac 
|>rincipal  argunient  in  favor  of  temperancci  and 
Mr.  Addifbn,  by  the  ailiftance  of  a  medical 
&iend,  has  with  great  arrogance  aflfumed  the  de-> 
^ee  of  aPhyfician,  and  laid  down  a  philofophU 
cal  prefcription  accommodated  to  all  readers. 
Its  efficacy  appears,  fo  fuiuble  to  an  Englifh- 
man's  conftitutionj  that  had  ho  rules  been 
adopted,  every  phyfician  and  apothecAy  muflr 
beccxne  pukm  of  diei'r  reipeftive  .ptpifliea;  £ 
thtrefore  remonftrate  iibthe  name  of  all  the  fol- 
lowers 


bwers  of  Galen  ^nd  Paracelfas,  againib  the 
concents  of  thefe  papers,  as  detrimental  to  the 
interefl:  of  gentlemen,  who  have  paid  fo  much 
application  in  attaining  a  profcilional  knowledge 
of  releafing  a  patient  from  his  affli^ioni  by 
fending  him  with  as  little  trouble  as  poffiblc  to 
another  world. 

Though  the  following  obfervation  of  this  felf* 
created  Phyfician  may  not  entirely  be  founded 
upon  fr^lfe  Ipeculation;  the  relult  of  his  advice 
muft  have  been  very  injurious  to  thefe  refpefka* 
ble  men.  ^<  When  I  behold,  he  faysj  a  fafhion- 
Itble  table  fet  out  in  all  its  magnificence,  I  fancy 
that  I  fee  gcuts  and  dropfies^  fevers  and  ktbargtes^ 
with  other  innumerable  diftempers  lying  in  am* 
bufli  among  the  difhes/'  If  this  fuppoiition  is 
true,  the  fenfations  of  the  Apothecary  muft  have 
been  elevated  to  as  refined  an  height  of  ecfbtcy, 
as  the  mod  fenfual  member's  of  the  Epicurean 
feft  at  the  fight  of  green  peafe  in  the  month  of 
March,  or  a  defert  of  choice  fruit  in  the  middle 
of  winter;  and  though  the  confequences  of  this 
feaft  might  be  injurious  to  the  individuals,  yet 
it  would  have  ultimately  proved  advantageous  to 
Jbciety  in  general.  A  few  of  thefe  benefits  I  will 
endeavour  to  point  out;  but  firll  I  muft  by  down 
an  axiom,  every  one  of  my  readers  muft  allow  to 
be  incontrovertible.  The  quicker  and  more  ex- 
itenfivc  the  circulation  of  money,  the  greater  the 
credit  of  the  nation;  therefore  the  agent  wh^ 
L  2  pro- 
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prdmotes  this  circulat'on,  not  only  (ervcs  hi* 
own  intcrcft,  but  is  of  great  utility  to  the  whole 
kingdom.  If  we  fuppofe  that  this  company 
ctonfiftcd  of  twelve  peifbns,  Ex'c  of  whom  fell 
martyrs  to  their  gluttony,  what  a  fum  mutt  have 
arifen  from  this  one  feaft,  which  this  ignorant 
Phyfician  fo  virulently  cenfures?  for,  upon  z 
moderate  calculation,  the  Phyfician*s  fees  and 
Apothecary's  bilk  would  have  amounted  to  up- 
wards of  an  hundred  pounds!  Thefe  advan- 
tages, rfierefore,  are  too  fclf-evident  to  require 
any  comment;  they  are  not  confined  to  their 
inedical  friends,  but  extend  to  the  Clc:^,  and 
their  dependants,  fuch  as  UndTtakcrs,  Sextonsji 
Gravedigg^rs,  &c.— even  thePcrfon's  Lady  de- 
rives fome  benefits ;  as  the  ufual  compliment  of 
an  hatband  and  fcarf  forms  no  inconfiderable 
addition  to  the  frame  of  a  new  filk  gown.  I 
therefore  affert,  if  thefe  prefcriptivc  rules  for  the 
jjrcfcrvation  of  health  were  obfervcdj  it  would 
be  the  means  of  depriving  one  of  the  three  learned 
profeffions  of  their  praftice,  and  confcquentiy  of 
their  fiibfHlence. 

As  the  benefits  refulting  from  excefs  of  eating 
and  drinking,  (for  they  arc  in  general  infeparable 
companions)  are  fo  great,  I  think  it  is  the  inte- 
reft  of  the  College  of  Phyficians,  and  Apotheca- 
carics  Company,  annually  to  entertain  the  City 
of  London  y  or  to  prcfent  a  memorial  to  his^ 
Majeftyi  rccjucfting  his  patronage  and-fupport 

^  by 
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hf  recommending  fo  laudable  a  fclicme,  and 
fetting  an  example  to  his  fubjedts,  from  which 
iuch  lucrative  benefits  may  arife  to  Ibcicty ;  not 
forgetting  to  beftow  an  high  panegyrick  on  the 
Roman  Emperor  Heliogabulus ;  and  declaim 
againft  the  venality  of  hiftorians,  who  have  fo 
palpably  mifreprefented  that  monarch's  charac* 
ter;  extol  his  liberality  in  the  moft  generous 
terms;  that  his  ordinary  fuppers  coft  fixthoufand 
crowns^  and,  on  particular  occafions,  fixty^ 
This  is  the  morality  they  are  to  hold  forth  j 
and  if  hyfecni  influence  they  are  able  to  obtain  a 
Rbyal  proclamation  to  enforce  the  execution  of 
the  plan,  by  laying  a  very  heavy  duty  on  beei^ 
mutton,  &C.  every  Quack  and  Mountebank  ijx 
the  kingdom  will  no  longer  dread  the  power  cu 
the  law,  or  the  threats  of  an  inflexible  magiftratea 
but  roll  independent  in  his  own  carriage,  affix 
M.  D.  to  his  name,  and  acquire  an  affluent  for- 
tune from  the  mii'eries  and  afflictions  of  his  fdr 
low*creaturcs. 

Since  our  commercial  connexions  on  the  Con* 
tiiient,  feveral  excellent  ragouts  and  foups  have 
been  introduced  into  this  kingdom,  whofe  con- 
iequences  are  very  lucrative  to  the  knights  of  the 
peftle  and  mortar;  and  as  a  proof  of  the  refine* 
ment  of  tlie  prefent  times,  grols  meat  is  in  ge« 
neral  banifhed  from  the  tables  of  the  great ;  or 
(ioiply  introduced  as  a  nugatory  compliment  to 
cbe  barbarous  cuftoms  of  their  fordathprs;  for  a 

Ibnfible 
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fenfible  devotee  to  luxury  will  prefer  a  dilh  of 
ortolans  to  a  round  of  beef>  or  the  exuberant 
produce  of  the  Indies  to  a  fterling  rib.  As  the 
excellencies  of  luxury  liave  never  been  fully  ex- 
emplified by  any  writer^  I  (hall  point  out  a  few 
remarks  upon  that  fubjed;  and  endeavour  to 
convince  my  readers  of  the  neceiTity  of  introdu- 
cing it  into  every  kingdomy  fince  the  Genius  of 
the  people,  and  die  fupport  of  the  Arts  and  Sci- 
ences, entirely  depend  upon  its  progrels:  hif-« 
tory  affords  us  indifputable  proofs,  that  luxurious 
manners  prevail  over  a  temperate  fyftem. 

In  thofe  countries,. wlierc  temperaiice  is  the 
chief  charadleriilick  of  the  people,  their  manners 
are  tinged  widi  a  morofenefs,  that  difparages  the 
eftimation  of  virtuous  actions,  and  protra£tt  chofc 
improvements  civilization  always  difFufes  during 
its  progreffive  advancement. 

Luxury  is  conncded  with  literature^  whofc 
advancement  is  procraflinated  in  a  barbarous  and 
temperate  age ;  the  prophecies  and  antient 
poems  of  our  Britiih  bards,  who  chiefly  fubfifted 
on  acorns  and  water,  cannot  be  compared  with 
the  productions  of  the  licendous  age  of  Charks 
the  Second,  or  die  fcnfual  reign  of  Lewis  the 
Fourteenth. 

In  the  iirf):  ages  of  the  Roman  republic,  not 
only  the  men  but  the  ladies  were  remarkably  ab? 
ftemiousi  and  the  injundUon  of  this  abfurdity 
was  fo  rigid>.that  it  became  a  law  of  Roman  po« 

litenels 
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littnefs  to  lalute  one  anothet>  that  it  nxi^t  be- 
ebferved^.  whether  the  prohibition  of  luxury  was 
attended  to ;  but  tha- works  of  a  Virgil^  an  Ho^ 
racej  and  a  Cicero,,  were  not  written  in  anunen*' 
I^htened  and  temperate  age.  Ronie  was  at 
that  time  arrived  at  a  proper  meridian  of  gran-» 
deur,  which  her  fubjefte  (hould  not  have  trarTf- 
grefledL  That  antient  Greece  atchieved  not  the 
moft  memorable  of  aftions  when  (he  wa»  luxu-- 
rious,  no  man  converfant  in  that  hiftory  canpre- 
tend  i  *  for  when  the  plains  of  Marathon  were  im- 
brued wkh  Perfian  bloody  their  Generals  were 
abandoned^  to  the  grofleft  fenfualitys  and  the 
literary  men  of  thol^  times  were  fo  devoted  to 
the  juice  of  the  grape,  that  they  even  gloried -iA 
the  praAia,  and  publickly  commeikled  it*  in. 
their  waitings..  Moralifts  entertain  a  ridicidoiia 
idea,  that  luaniry  is  the  certain  tokenrof  a  de» 
clininjg^'ftate;  but  the  annals  of  every  country 
muft  convhiee  them  of  the  faUacyof  this  argu* 
xnemtj  as  luxury  is  thexrharaAeriAiek  of  an-ia- 
^u^eafing.iuut  .powerful  peoples  but  if  a  partiodsu- 
Hm  is  notoblefved,  and  'the  refinement  .of  nfiank 
Aen  degenerates  irii6'  a  fenfualefieminacy,  theti- 
the  r^iburces  of'  the  niitiAi  -dccreaTa  As  the 
augmentation  of  <  animal.  If^iriGi  enliven  and  luc- 
cour  thiobody,. ui^like  manner -likxtifyfi^iptm 
^bt  power  ^'aAfttionyaiid^^uirjHrestiiei^ 
mA  courage  1  temperamse  cf-eatek  a'  fiilidityof 
tcmperj  which  fupprefTes  that  heat  of  imagination  # 
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io  requifite  to  fuftain  the  laborious  duties  of  an 
aAiv€  life.  It  is  the  opinion  of  a  modem  hifto* 
rian  \  **  that  in  the  pivfent  imperfeft  conditioft 
^fociet7>  liixiny>  though  k  may  proceed  from 
vice  or  folfy,  feenns  to  be  the  only  means  that 
can  correft  the  unequal  diftribudon  of  property/' 
A  retroipeA:  of  the  progrefs  of  fodety^  and 
the  advancement  that  civilisation  has  mad^j  muft 
excite  pleafmg  fenfations  to  every  judicious  read- 
cr^  where  conviftive  examples  vdll  prove  the  ef- 
ficacy of  luxury  over  the  paOions :  many  predo- 
minant cuftoms  cannot  be  reftridtedj  though  ef- 
lential  remedies  have  been  inftituted  by  the  le- 
gifladve  power;  but  the  progrefs  of  luxury  is 
unbounded^  and  if  human  fortitude  could  re«- 
jRraih  it  at  a  particular  height^  the  declama- 
;tioAs  of  moral  philofophers  would  fbon  be  re«> 
lilted^  and  their  opinions  controverted.  Thia 
^c€i  as  it  is  now  termed^  would  he  the  tnofl. 
important  and  neceflary  attribute  that  num  coidd 
poflefi.  Luxury  however  has  its  di£idvantages« 
•m  ipoonfiil  of  turtle  foup  has  fo  effedhially  exco.- 
xiaced  an  Alderman's  raouth>  that  the  publicly 
JK)  longer  improved  from  thc^  oratorical  ahill- 
ties  which  bore  fo  clofe  a  rcfemblance  to  the  de- 
cfamacory  ftile  of  a  Demofthenes,  that  the  copy 
was  little  inferior  to  the  original  ^  and  it  has 
teietimcs  proved  fo  detrimental,  that  the  Com- 
OMA  Couttcil  have  hcca  deprived  of  a  worthy 

•  GitMi  D0jiH0  09idFi»lhftbtlUmn  Empiuy  Vol.  L. 

member,. 


The    Trifler.  131 

member,,  and  many  a  parHh  has  loft  a  beneficent 
Vicar  by  the  bad  efhfts  of  an  annual  meeting. 
"  The  confequenccs  of  luxury,"  fays  Voltaire*, 
'^  are  undoubtedly  dangerous  to  a  fmall  ftate, 
that  does  not  enjoy  the  advantages  of  commerce^ 
and  whofe  fole  dependance  rcfts  upon  its  oeco^ 
nomyi  but  in  a  powerful  and  populous  country, 
induftry  and  commerce  are  increafcd  by  luxury, 
and  that  ftate  whofe  inhabitants  were  formerly 
devoted  to  military  employments,  the  arts  and 
Sciences  are  cultivated,  and  improvements  arc 
rapidly  advancing  by  intercourfc  with  foreign 
powers,  and  a  participation  of  their  produdts 
and  riches.'*  The  moft  remote  countries  were 
ranfacked  to  afford  delicacies  to  the  Romans  1 
and  even  Mr.  Addifon,  the  great  advocate  for 
temperance,  allows,  that  we  reap  great  advan- 
tages by  the  importation  of  foreign  goods,  tho' 
he  difapprows  of  French  fafhions :  and  I  per- 
fcftly  coincide  with  the  fentiments  of  Voltaire, 
thnt  **  Luxury  not  only  encourages  commerce, 
but  incrcafcs  the  property  of  every  manufadku* 
rcr." 

As  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  confirming  my 
opinion  by  the  fentiments  of  a  celebrated  French 
writer,  I  Ihall  make  no  apology  for  concluding 
this  paper  with  tht  following  ftory  extraftcd  from 

♦  Lfttres  tun  Francnis  LX.  Li  Luxi  inconteflahlt^ 
ment  eft  Jangertux  f9ur  uh  petit  Etat^  tic. 

that 
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that  Gentleman's  Letters.  "An  Engiiflimajij 
/with  whom  I  had  concnifted  an  intimacy  in 
France,  (for  the  letter  is  written  from  London) 
waited  upon  me  one  morning,  and  enlarging  upon 
the  misfortunes  of  his  country,  took  his  leave; 
but  as  he  retired^  by  accident  obfervcd  a  box, 
1;vhich  attradled  his  notice:  and  as  he  fecmed 
defirous  of  knowing  the  contents,  I  told  him 
they  were  French  fwcctmcats.  He  inftantly 
flew  into  a  violent  paflion,  and  declaimed  againft 
the  degeneracy  of  die  times,  and  the  difgracc 
of  my  Lord  *  *  *  introducing  French  fweetmeats 
tipon  his  table,  when  his  father,  who  was  as  great 
a  man,  could  cat  fait  beef  and  cabbage." 


B. 
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Semper  ego  auditor  tantum? 
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Coftfam:aUe  to  mt  eftahlijbed  Cuftcm  of  Periodical 
HYiteri^  I Jl^all  dedicate  this  Number  to  the  Fa^ 
vers  of  my  Corrcfpondents. 

The  Traits  of  Genius  are  vifMe  ifi  thi  Elegj  ^Thyrfis 

and  Delia ;  hut  f  find  it  ineompatibl^  for  fefnral  Rea^ns 

'with  my  Han  to  infert  it.     A  I  diem  mjfilfmnder  gnat 

OSIigatioHS  to  my  Corrajpondents^  IJhall  take  the  JJberty  of 

Jtating  my  OhjeSlions^  that  I  may  not  incur  the  I^ifpleajure 

of  the  Author. 

The  Prolixity  of  ftx-and- thirty  Stanzas  in  a  Pajloral 
Tale^  proves  an  unfurmountidfU  Exception^  The  L^ve 
Expr^tons  are  too  cold  for  the fuppofcd  Dilates  of  languijh^ 
ing  "Fidelity  \  and  Delia  receives  the  dying  Sentiments  of 
Thyrfis  with  all  the  tacit  Indifference  of  Stoical  Contempt. 
A  frequent  Succejfton  of  Aiqnofy liable f  in  repeated  Ferfcs^ 
dejiroys  the  Harmony  of  the  Poetry^  while  the  Tumults  of 
Thyrfis  want  that  Tendernefs  of  Expreffwn^  which  akue 
command  the  Pity  of  the  Header. 

I  amfsrry  I  cannot  comply  with  the  requeft  of  Veritas. 

♦^*  d  tranfpojition  of  a  whole  Page  having  occurred 
in  No.  lO,  my  Readers  ar-e  hereby  inf^mcd^  that  If  ap- 
plying  to  the  Publijlms  with  their  Numhery  they  may  re* 
<eive  a  r edified  leaf 

Anthony  is  reeled. 
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SATURDAY,  ^Hgujl  9,  1788. 


■  '  Nups  aidert  fundus*  '^^^^ 

■  add  weight  to  trifles. 

To  Timothy  TouchjstqvEi  ^fir 
.    ^  Confdlum  ratio^  finientia  nifi  effent  in  Serubus^  non 
fummum  fionfilium  Majores  vejiri  eppiUqlfent  SenatHm.^ 

Cic.  de  Sen, 

If  old  men  had  not  poficfled  wifiioniy  reafon,  an^ 
j()[^terinination,  our  anceftors  >yould.iiothav(B  entided  the 
chief  couocil  .a  Senate. 

T  T  is  now  better  than  two  months  fincc  I  ex- 
changed the  peaceful  exiflence  of  a  rural  life  for 
(he  noify  diflipations  of  a  town  one.  You  wiU 
"be  the  more  aftoniihed  at  jthis  doftrinc,  when  you 
learn,  that  I  am  nearly  .Ijobblihg  into  the  vale  of 
life;  but  however  the  evci)t  may  terminate  it 
will  rather  refiedl  on  the  weak  indulgence  of  pa-* 
Rental  fondnefs,  than  the  abfurd  defire  of  becom- 
ing an  aftor  in  its  gaieties.     I  have  an  onlv 
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child,  z  daughter  too,  and  am  pofleflcd  of'  the 
common  feelings  of  a  father  i  fufficient  advo- 
cates for  any  folly  I  may  at  her  infligacion  here- 
after prove  guilty  of. 

this  is  the  firft  vifit  I  ever  made  to  Londonj 
and  as  it  is  reafonable  to  lludy  the  motley  cha^ 
rafter  of  many  I  have  not  been  dilatory  iti 
making  my  obfervacions  thereon.  The  moft 
ftriking  and  general  failing  at  the  moment  of 
arrival^  was  an  infatiablc  rage  for  politics;  nay^ 
t  fcarce  found  an  exception  from  among  the 
female  circle  of  my  acquaintance;  for,  in  truth, 
every  lady  had  her  fararitc  member,  from 
whom  (he  ftudied  to  acquire  (no  very  ncceflary 
a^qiiifition  for  a  woman)  the  oratorical  method 
of  oppoHng  reafon  with  humorous  wit,  and  fub- 
ftituting  nonfenfe  for  rational  argument. 

Paint  to  yourielf,  fir,  my  etroiable  fituation ; 
a  man  like  me,  ignorant  of  the  boyifti  trifles  of 
the  Senate,  fcated  with  three  maiden  lifters,  who 
(without  refie<5ling  on  the  old  maid's  natural 
tendency  to  ftknce)  make  it  a  nnforning  excrcifc^ 
vocifetoufly  to  reprefent  the  three  Great  Patriots 
of  the  day«  In  vain  I  intrcat  thennt  to  argue 
intelligibly^  for,  likening  me  unto  a  Country 
Member,  they  command  my  filence  and  atten-* 
tion:  and  of  late,  indeed,  I  have  critically  a(5ted 
up  to  the  charaftcr  they  fuppofe  me,  for  now  I 

tacity 
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t9u:xtly  attend  to  their  logical  debates,  and  nod 
my  approbation  of  them. 

After  having  pafled  a  few  days  in  town,  I  per- 
Ceivedj  that  years  conunanded  no  diftinftion  in 
foqiety;  for  even  boys»  or,  humbly  begging 
their  pardon,  young  men  oi  fftetn^  would  caliply 
ihttmipt  me  in  the  middle  of  a  ftory,  to  rhake 
^ny  political  remarks  their  manly  experience  fhould 
juggeft  to  them.  In  fhorr,  Sir,  I  found  that  ifty 
Ignorance  of  roen  the  Perfons  of  our  leading  Se- 
iVitors,  produced  a  Ipecies  of  inattention  from 
my  friends,  which  oi)ly  a  knowledge  of  them 
could  poflihly  remedy,.  Therefore,  Mr.  Touch- 
ftooe,  there  was  but  one  refblution  p  be  enfort^ 
ced,  which  was,  to  attend  conftantly  it  the  fit- 
tings of  the  hoiife^  and  glean  from  n^y  compa- 
nions, with  a  little  iaqiuifitive  curiofity,  a  frothy 
knowledge  of  thcftr  men  of  confeqUence,  thefc 
continued  topics  of  converfation.  I  w^s  foon 
flattered  with  ai>  opportunity  £}r  this  intenc^ed^ 
and  necejfary  improvement,  having  obtained  a 
l^ne  of  admiflion  to  (he  doorkiteper.  But  ho^r 
great  wdis  my  aftonilhment,  when,  on  entering 
the  lobby,  being  aflured  't>vas  the  private  en- 
trance, I  found  myfelf  in  a  crowds  not  unlike 
the  one  I  joined  the  evening  before  at  Siadler'i 
WcJls, 

Ms  3ut 
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But  here,  Mr.  Touchftone,  let  me  drop  the 
blufhing  pen,  and  caft  a  veil  over  the  opening 
iccnCj  left  my  memory  fhould  trefpafs  on  the 
laudable  arrangement  of  this  publication.  Hav- 
ing refolvcd  to  avoid  all  perfonal  rcfleftions,  I 
cannot  be  the  firft,  being  your  fincere  wcU- 
wifher,  to  oppofe  fo  juftifiable  a  refolution. 
Biit  never  were  the  faiiguine  wifhes  o(  a  rational 
mind  fo  unexpeAedly  deflroyed.  Permit  me  to 
a(k  you>  Sir,  this  fimple  queftion :  Is  die  Senate 
of  any  nation  a  fuppofed  convocation  of  H«- 
morifts  and  Wits,  or  the  intended  aflcmbly  of 
able  heads,  unitedly  to  fupport  the  coiiftitutional 
benefit  of  the  ftate?  For,  fincerely,  I  ricVcV 
fpent  afew  hours  in  fo  continued  a  fcenc  of  laugh- 
ter, and  never  found  fo  vaft  a  fcope  for  the 
fpeculative  reflexion  of  the  True  Pairiot. 

On  my  return  home,  in  vain  I  reprcfented  to 
my  lifters  my  difappointmcnt :  every  Ipaik  of 
wit  they  imputed  to  the  efFeft  of  enlightened 
imagination,  and  every  Un  mot  was  a  beauty  of 
logick.  To  conclude,  Mr.  Touchftone,  I  have 
delivered  in  a  plan  to  my  fitter  zealots,  by  which 
their  debates  may  affumc  a  Scnatoiial  confe- 
quence.  Being  themfclves  poiTcffcd  of  three 
able  tongues,  with  a  wuid  fufficient  to  weaxy  Cue 
lungs  of  Reafon,  had  ftie  an  hundred  advocates  ; 
ahd  in  ronformity  to  a  hint  given  in  your  Third 

Numbc 
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Kumber,  I  have  propofed  the  poflibility  of  pur- 
chani>g  a  number  of  Mandarines,  which  I  have 
no  doubt  would  nod  approbation  with  as  much' 
judgment  as  any  colledted  fct  of  mutes  in  the 
kingdom. 

In  this  mind>  I  refolved  to  publifli  my  opi« 
nion  to  the  world,  being  carelefs  of  its  frowns, 
and  independent  of  its  fmiles :  and  where  fo 
likely  fhould  it  meet  with  a  general  perufal  as 
in  the  Trifler  ?  Therefore,  Sir,  (hould  it  meet 
with  your  approbation,  your  acceptance  of  it 
would  refleft  the  greatell  honor  on  one,  who, 
agreeable  to  the  tide  impofcd  on  him  by  his 
country  friends,  fubfcribes  himfclf 

A  Country  Q^jiz. 


To  Timothy  Touchstone. 

Sir, 
THE  d;ingerous  confcqu.cnces  that  infepa- 
rably  attend  too  refined  an  ecfucation,  by  which 
faife  notions  of  pride  and  grandeur  are  imbibed 
into  die  mind  aie  fo  general,  that  I  take  d)e  li- 
berty of  fending  you  the  following  ftory,  that 
its  contents  may  promote  die  eradication  of  that 
foible. 

My 
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My  father  had  two  children!  a  daughter  and 
myfelf.  Anxious  for  our  improvement,  he  ia- 
judicioufly  concciyed,  that  the  firft  dutjr  ihcum* 
bent  upon  every  parent  was  that  of  beftowing  a 
genteel  education  on  his  children.  Accordingly 
he  fent  us  to  the  moft  reipeftable  fchools  he 
could  fele^i  where  we  received  inilruftions  diac 
would  have  enabled  us  to  have  appeared  in  the 
liigheft  iphere  of  life.  My  fatherj  who  was  a 
woollen-draper,  upon  my  leaving  fchool,  dif- 
cloled  to  me  his  intention  of  binding  me  ap- 
prentice to  himfelf,  and  intending  me  as  his 
fucceflbr;  but  my  vanity  revolted  at  the  idea. 
I  was  fhocked  beyond  conception,  and  left  my 
father's  prefencc  with  evident  figns  of  anger  and 
difapprobation.  He  now  difcovered  his  folly^ 
and  repented  that  he  had  bellowed  on  me  an 
education  from  which  I  had  imbibed  principles 
fo  repugnant  to  a  fituation  I  conceived  deroga- 
tory of  my  charaAer,  But  repentance*  he 
found,  was  fruitlefs ;  and  all  his  menaces  and 
iblicitations  proving  ineffe^aU  he  fent  me  to 
the  Faft-Indies,  through  the  intereft  and  recom- 
snendations  of  fome  of  his  friends,  in^the  capa- 
city of  a  writer.  Poverty  feemed  preferable  to 
the  fituation  of  a  mechanic.  I  joyfully  accepted 
of  die  place^  and  at  length*  by  fucceflion,  be- 
came a  fenior  merchant,  in  which  ftation  riches 

poured  in  upon  me  uniblicited. 

Having 
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Having  obtained  an  affluent  fiirtunc,  I  re- 
turned  to  my  own  country^  after  an  abfenee  of 
twenty-five  years.  The  firft  enquiry^  you  muft 
naturally  imag^e,  I  made  on  my  return^  was 
after  my  father  and  fifter;  (my  modier,  I  ihoukt 
have  told  you,  died  when  we  were  infants)  the 
former  I  heard  had  fome  time  fince  fallen  a  vic- 
tim to  affliction:  and  how  great  was  my  afto^ 
nilhment  when  I  heard  that  my  RAi;r  had  been 
the  fatal  caufe  of  it,  by  a  miferable  proftitutioo 
of  her  perfon!  In  vain  I  made  ufc  of  every 
channel  of  information  for  the  recovery  of  my 
poor  wretched  Maria,  Every  attempt  to  gain 
any  knowledge  of  her  was  vain,  and  her  fate 
might  perhaps  have  remained  unknown  to  me 
till  this  day,  had  not  chance  dircAed  me  to 

her. 

As  I  returned  home  from  the  coDviviality  of 

fome  friends  one  night,  a  little  intoxicated,  with 

others  in  the  lame  fituation  as  myfelf;  having 

ill-treated  a  man,  who  had  expoftulaccd  with  us 

for  difturbing  the  neighbourhood  at  fo  late  an 

hour,  we  were  conduifled  to  the  watch-houfe, 

where  I  (hortly  heard  the  groan  of  a  female  in 

an  adjoining  room.     My  mind  was  ftill  fufcep- 

cible  of  pity,  and  though  almoft  overcome  by 

the  power  of  wine,  my  fenfations  were  equally 

tender. 

3  A  pre- 
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A  preicience  of  mindj  or  ibmc  in(Einftive 
power^  induced  me  to  inquire  into  the  (ituation  of 
the  miferable  objed.  It  proceeds*  faid  the  watch-* 
nuuij  from  a  wretched  proftitute*  whofe  diftrcflcs 
have  moved  me  to  affift  her.  Mjr  wife  (added  he) 
is  now  with  her*  ufing  her  utmoft  endeavours  to 
prolong  her  exiftcncc,  but  I  fear  every  attempt 
will  prove  uielels.  I  earnellly  entreated  him  to 
lead  me  to  <he  unfortunate  woman  before  flie 
breathed  her  laft.  He  confented.  But  what 
was  my  allonifliment  and  fenfations*  when 
I  recognized  m  this  almoft  expiring  obje£t  of 
pity  and  mifery,  my  poor,  long-loft  Maria! 
Overcome  by  the  d.ftreffing  fight,  I  fell  breath- 
lefi  in  the  keeper's  arms.  It  was  too  much  for 
human  fenfibility  to  fupport.  When  I  reco- 
vered, the  unfortunate  wretch  was  clinging 
round  my  neck  in  all  the  agonies  of  grief  and 
dcfpair,  exclaiming  in  t!ic  mofl:  piceous  accent^ 
"  O  look  upon  me,  lock  upon  me,  Edward,  and 
blels  me  with  your  forgivcncf:>  before  I  die!  Oh, 
my  brother,  my  Edward,  forgive  and  blcfs  your 
poor  Maria!"  She  laid  no  morej  and  I  had 
fcarce  time  to  fay  ^'  I  forgive  thee,"  wlifen  flic 
expiicd  in  my  arms. 

When  I  had  recovered  a  little  from  the  hor- 
rors which  enveloped  me,  I  laid  the  dead  corpfe 
ba  the  bed,  and  fcjicdy  could  my  friends  difen- 

ungle 
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tangle  me  from  the  body.  I  remained  fome  dmc 
in  a  ftate  of  ftupefaftion,  and  was  lAmentingdiHC 
ihc  had  not  been  able  to  recount  die  ttle  of  her 
iitiferies,  that  I  might  be  revenged  on  h*r  fcdu- 
cer;  wfteit  the  kceptJr*s  wife  interrupted  my  la- 
mentation by  infernuhg  me^  that  my  fifter  had 
briefly  difclofed  to  her  a  few  moments  before  my 
tmtrance  the  fourcc  of  all  her  wrctchednefs.  It 
originated^  ihe  faid^  fiom  the  well-meaning  but 
Bdk  ideas  of  her  father.  An  education  that  he 
had  beftowed  on  her,  fuperior  to  her  humble  fitu- 
atidn,  continually  harafled  her  mind  with  falfc 
norions  of  vanity,  which  were  the  lirft  motivfs 
that  iodiiced  her  to  al'pire  to  the  afTociation  of  a 
woman  eminently  her  fuperior,  and  with  whooi 
(he  had  formed  an  intimate  cooncdion  at  fchool. 
A  heajt  like  herVs  envt^nomed  by  that  deftruc- 
cive  poifon,  PrUe,  and  io  nicely  iiifceptible  of 
the  tender  paflion,  could  not  long  witlifland  the 
f;?ducing  airs  that  were  f  j  afliduoufly  ipread 
to  enlaare  Jier  virlup.  "  To  conclude,  good 
.  woman,  (ad:lcd  fhc)  I  fell  a  vi(ftim  to  my  gv.'ii 
vanity,  the  foundation  of  which  was  ixmocently 
Uid  by  my  poor  father/' 

Thus  ia  a  w^rch-houfe  ended  the  mif-raUc 
^xifteace  of  a  woman,  whofc  heart  being  funda- 
mentally good  and  virtuous,  might  have  formed 
aii  Uftful  ax^  reipcdlablc  n'.ember  of  fociety,  a 

tc  .der 
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tender  wife  and  an  affeftionace  mother,  had  not 
lier  brain  been  intoxicated  by  the  eSeOs  of  ^ 
&lfe  education. 

If  this  relation  fhould  produce  the  defired  ef- 
fects on  your  readers,  my  trouble  ^U  be  amply 
compenfatedi  and  I  am  your  %  L,  A. 


y>  Timothy  Touchstone, 

Sir, 
THERE  are  few  things  more  agreeable  to 
Ae  human  mind  than  the  deteftion  of  impofture. 
We  are  picafcd  to  fee  thofe  difrobed  of  their 
borrowed  ornaments,  who  have  attempt  to 
exalt  themfclves  in  the  eye  of  the  world  under 
the  deceitful  appearances  of  wifdom  and  lanc- 
tity:  fuch  arc  they  who  generally  go  by  the 
name  of  Freethinkers*    The  following  ftory  you 
may  depend  upon  as  authentic.    I  was  the  other 
day  on  a  vifit  to  a  friend,  at  wliofe  houle  were 
aflembled  a  large  company  of  ladies  and  gentle*r 
men:  among  the  reft,  one  who  anfwered  the 
ibrementioncd  defcriptionf     The  converiation  at 
laft  fell  upon  Religion,  after  Love,  Marriage^ 
and  Politics  had  been  difcuflcd.    The  Free- 
thinker, whom  we  ftiall  call  Mr.  Fearlefs,  had 
rctnained  a  long  time  filcnt,  which  one  of  the 

com- 


The  TRirLER.  145 

company  obferving  faid,  Pray,  Mr.  Fearlcfs^ 
what  is  your  opinion  o(  this  matter  P  My  opi- 
nion !  he  replied,  (for  he  had  waited  for  fiich  a 
queftion)  I  thought  yoii  had  known  it  ah-eady^ 
but  fincc  you  afford  me  an  opportunity  of  re- 
peating it,  I  embrace  it  with  pleafure.  There 
^as  a  time,  indeed,  when  Religion  was  thought 
an  objecl  to  people  of  condition,  and  the  cir^^ 
(lances  of  the  times,  perhaps,  in  fome  mea* 
fure  made  it  fo,  but  thanks  to  human  reafon, 
the  mill  is  difpelled,  and  hell  is  divefted  of 
its  terrors — terrors  bred  by  ignorance  and  pro- 
pagated by  deceit.  If  fuch  dreams  ihould  ftill 
be  able  to  impofe  on  intelligent  minds,  Shaftef- 
bury  and  Bolingbroke  have  lived,  and  written 
in  vain,  "  So  you  Mr.  Fearlcfs,  believe  neither 
in  God,  nor    the    devil"    faid  a  gentleman;  I 

believe  in  the/ry?  cau/e^  Sir,  but  as  to  the  god 
of  the  Jews,  a  being  who  changes  his  purpofes 

according  to  the   will  of  his  votaries,    and  is 

won  by  flattery  i  I  confider  him  as  a  creature  oC 

their  own  imagination,  and  as  the  image  of  their 

own  capricious  hearts.     But  as  to  the  devil.  Sir; 

the  devil — do  you  fuppofe  me  a  child,  I  thought 

he    with      all     ghofts,     goblins,     &c.      had 

long  taken  his    departure    from    the  brain  of 

every  reafonable  perfon :  but  fince  you  urge  me, 

I  will  tell  you  freely  my  opinion  of  this  faid  Mr* 

DeviL 
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DcviL  frbo  (onic  would  bayc  imagined) — buf 
an  idiot  could  have  given  belief  to  that  moft 
extraordinary  and  truly  wonderful  ftorj'  of  a  man 
poffcffed  by  feveii  devils.  Yet  this  I.  find  to  have 
been  tlie  cafe.  And  that  among  people  pf  no 
inconfidcrable  undcrftandi^g.  But  to  return  jco 
your  black  gendcman— as  iie  appears  to  Iiaye 
jiad  no  exiftence  before,  I  look  upon  him  as  a 
phantom-^^created  by  the  auUiors  of  C)iriftiamty 
to  be  a  foil  to  thpir  hero-r-to  fet  oft'  hi$  virtues, 
and  makp  hl^  prcfcnce  neceflary— glorious 
lyftem  !---cpipm^*ncedin  a  dream,  and  concluded 
on  a  gibbet^ 

The  converfation  happening  to  turn  on  thiiij- 
der,  Mr.  Fearlcfs  again  took  an  pppoftunitjr  of 
venting  his  impieties. 

There  was  a  tiin^N— faid  her— when  this  hol- 
low fuun4  wa§  Jiippofed  to  be  the  V9ice  of  the 
Almighty  to  a  guilty  woUd,—.Wheji , the  Crea- 
tor of  the  univerfc  was  imagined  to  ftand  with 
his  tect  upon  two  mountains,  and  dirow  Jii^ 
bolts  around  him  like  an  incenfed  tyrant ;  but 

Science  has  removed  the  veil,  and  difcovered  if 
xgL  proceed  from  caufcs  mer(:ly  natural,  yet  th5 

ignorant  ftill  benJ  before  the  cloud  with  horror^ 

find  implore  the  mjrrcy  of  dais  angry  gq^,  in  all 

the  terms    of   abjeft    fupplication.-T-Preciom 

tliought,  as  if  die  fprav/liiig  of  a  w;orm  coul4 

inQuengQ 
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influmcc  the  will  of  the  Eternal  one!  Yq;i 
hftve  a  contempt  then  for  prayer  too  i  faid  a 
lady — I  have,  Madam,  uuleis  when  made  to  a 
moi'iM  goddcfs — making  her  a  low  bow.  He 
had  not  again  an  opportunity  of  indulging  his 
favorite  vein  tiil  after  fupper,  when  the  ladies 
being  retired,  he  difmantlcd  the  human  Ibul  of 

.every  virtue: — Ned  Frolic,  one  of  the  com- 
pany, though  he  had  not  attempted  to  refute  his 
arguments,   had  been  pari;icularly  attenpve  to 

.them,  a{id  now  calling  the  mailer  of  the  houlc 
^de,   obfcrved   the  iniults  that  had  been  of^ 

iered  to  decency  and  good  breeding,  to  a}l 
that*s  facred,  and  all  that's  praife- worthy — With 

.your  permiflion,  I  will  undertake  to  humble  this 

.prQud  ded^imant :  You  have  my  confcnt,  pro- 

.  y^d^  yoy  abftain  from  violence,  and  take  care 
j^t )  aw  not  fcen  in  the  matter.— You  will  then. 
Sir,  be  fo  good  as  to  tell  the  company,  that  being 
indiipofed^  I  am  gone  to  bed;  if  poflible,  detain 
them  haU  an  hour  after  Mr.  Feailefs  retires,  aiyl 
be  attentive  to  the  firft  found  of  the  bell. — The 
gentlemen  rejoined  the  company,  and  after  fee- 
ing Mr.  f  earicfs  to  his  chamber,  detained  them 
dip.neceflaiy  time  by  the  means  of  another  bot- 
Ue.     Ned  Frolick,  in  the  interval,  pioceeding 

«pn  the  maxim  that,  the  gieateft  boafters  are 
generally  the  greateft  cowards,  had  dreflcd  hifft- 

.Icif  io  a  H^Jf i?  tl^c  moft  exprcflivc  of  terror  he 

could 
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could  conceivCj  and  was  now  fecreted  in  a  clofet, 
in  the  room  belonging  to  Mr.  Fearlefs ;  to  this 
thought  he  had  been  more  particularly  led  by  a 
report  chat  the  houfe  was  haunted.  Mr.  Fcarlefi 
too  heard  the  report,  and  no  (boner  was  alone, 
then  he  Ihook  in  every  limb.  Ned  beheld  his 
l)ehaviour  in  triumph,  aud  as  (bon  as  he  faw 
him  in  bed,  and  the  light  extingui&ed,  he  filled 
the  room  with  an  hollow  groan« — The  cham* 
pion  of  infidelity  locdced  wildly  around  him — 
his  hair  flood  an  end,  and  the  (weat  diflilled 
fiom  every  pore. — But  what  was  his  amaze- 
ment, when  by  the  light  of  the  moon  he  per^ 
ceived  a  horrid  form,  made  (till  more  horrible 
by  fear,  and  heard,  or  (cemed  to  hear  alarming^ 
though  inarticulate  founds.  His  terror  gave 
them  a  meaning  more  awfuL  He  made  an  ef- 
fort at  the  door,  but  the  phantom  interpofed. 
Then  in  defpair,  he  threw  himfelf  out  of  the 
other  fide  of  the  bed,  when  encountering  the 
fame  objeft,  he  fell  on  his  knees,  and  attempted 
to  fupplicate  the  prote£lion  of  that  Being  whom 
he  had  wantonly  dared  to  infult,  and  whole  in^ 
terpofition  in  worldly  affairs  he  had  pretended  to 
dcfpife. — The  fignal  was  given — the  company 
came  in  a  body— —Ned  plucked  off  his  difguife, 
and  they  found  the  defpifer  of  prayer  upon  his 
knees. 

Christianus. 
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Timothy  Touchft->nc  takes  this  opportunity  of  return^ 
ing  bis  Thanh  to  the  Publiik  for  Ihi  eneouragement  aU 
ftady  ^(flowed  on  hisjtevenile  Efforts^  emdtheJUittering  Prtf- 
;  fe&  ^  their  future  Supports  The  prefent  Facation  affords 
him  em  opportunity  of  retiring  into  the  Country^  hui  the 
yumbers  tmll  be  regularly  Publijhed^  and  any  Favor^ 
adkreffed  as  before^  will  be  Acknowledged. 

^*^  I  am  not  ft^cient  Lawyer  to  point  out  any  law 
of  the  Landy  to  which  Pilomethis  may  refer^  the  laws 
of  Humanity^  he  may  rejl  affured  art  on  his  Side. 
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Page  147.  line  2^  for  gentlemen^  read  gentleman, 
tage  145.  line  b  for  cirftances^  read  eircumfiemceu 
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LoKOivus  PE  Sunu 

Us  Lxbcrtjr  tbat  is  ktmiod  to  nurle  the  leminieiiCs  ^ 
grpal  geniufesi  to  inipile  thein  with  hope^  to  pitilh  fcp- 
«rard  the  f)ropenfity  of  conteft  one  with  another,  aad 
ihe  ge^ueroiis  tmuiafxoa  of  bein^  the  firft  in  smk* 

Jt  has  bean  tl^ie  ktidnble  9a4  indeed  fuccefiful 
endeavour  of  nwoj  writers  to  defcribe  the  ad^ 
vantages  of  civil  Liberty,  and  to  rqpreienf  na.^ 
donal  flavery  as  incotxipadble  with  private  hap* 
pineis,  jand  the  public  welfare.  The  liabjeft  of 
this  Paper  boirs  fome  fipall  fimilitude  to  fbeir 
attenapcs^  and  arifes  froiQ  ihc  f^me  principles ; 
onlyj  inflead  of  confideripg  how  far  a  fyftem  of 
/rce  govf  rnment  quickens  or  impedes  the  indul- 

N  gcn^C 
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gencc  of  each  individuars  \vill  and  appetite,  I 
fhall  "nrtempt  to  fliew  from  tlic  coUcftcd  tedi- 
mony  of  lliftory  the  influence  it  nnay  have  on 
genius  aiid  tho  polite  arts.     My  dcfign,  though 
by  no  nirans  novel,  will,  I  doubt  not,  be  more 
acceptable  th;in  that,  which  iz  fo  well  executed 
by  the  daiJy  Prints,  and  monthly  Pamphlets. 
I  muft  fiifl:  premife,  that,  if  by  any  arguments 
Libeiry    be  proved  to    have  a    controul   over 
phyfical  caufes,  the  theory  of  Montefquieu,  who 
imagines  c]:m:itc  alone  to  fettle  the  manners  and 
cpnflitiition  of  different  countries,  is  totally  chi- 
meric J;  biit,  who  except  a  vifionary  fpecula- 
tift  ran  accommodate  the  changes  of  beat  and 
cold  in  an  extenfive  empire  to  its  rife  and  fall,, 
and  its  learninjr  and  ignorance  ?  To  proceed ; 
without  enquiring  into  the  ftate  of  fciencc  and 
government  among  the  iEgyptians>  whom  moil 
allow  to  have  been   the  original  inventors  of 
Heathen  literature,  without  defining  ibesr  cxadt 
rclationsj  we  will  pafs  over  to  Greece,  which 
with- a  generous  fpirit  through  the  means  of.  an 
Cxcfdient  language  revealed  more,  fully  to.  the 
v.c:k:,  what  -'Egypt  from  a  mean  jcaloufy  con- 
cealed in  myilerious  Hieroglyphics. 

Before  the  bitt-le  of  Marathon,  and  the  expe- 
dition of  Xerxes,  if  we  except  Hom.er,  Hcfiod^ 
aiid  tlie  Lviie  Poets,  no  writers  of  anv  confe- 

quence 
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qucnce  flounfhcd  inG.eere — it  was  after  that 
period  that  Athens  (whof::.  government,  if  not  a 
perfcft  model  as  confifling  of  a  Democracy*,  : 
was  at  Icaft  certainly  a  free  one)  produced  thofc 
Dramatifts,  Ehilofophers,  Hiftorians,  and  Ora^ 
tors,,  whofe  .works  have  been  the  admiration  and 
envy  of  ages.-— During  the  Pcl^'ponhefian  war, 
Genius  and  Liberty  were  jointly  triumphant. 
The  arts  of  Philip  and  the  vidorics  of  Alexan- 
der, as  they  put  an  end  to  the  latter,  flopped 
dlfo  the  effulgence  of  the  former.  It  is  true, 
that  Ariftode  maintained  a  corrclpondence  with 
the  one^  and  Demofthencs  flouridxed  during  the 
reign  of  the  other  Monarch ;-  but  then  thefc 
men- had  imbibed  the  fpirit  of  liberty ;.  and  the 
oradons  of  DemofUienes  are  an  immortal  tefta- 
ment  of  dieir  author's  noble  and  difintcrefled 
patrioufm. 

To  purfue  (till  farther  our  enquiry  into  the 
analogy  between  government  and  fcience,  let 
us  draw  a  comparilbn  between  .thole  rival  dates 
of  Greece— Athens,  and  Lacedxmon:  The 
government  of  thefc  celebrated  Republics  v,rrc 
as  oppoPit'S  as  their  nature  would  allow— dicir 
manners  differed    no    Icfs. — Democracy    was 

•  It  is  die  opinion  of  L^n?inus  and  other  learned  men, 
who  have  followed  hiiu>  that  Dcuijcrackc:>  ^rc  the  bell 
narferics  of  faUIunity.  '•' 

N  2  ■' "  cflablilhcd 
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eftablilhed  at  Athens,  Oligarchy  at  Lacfi- 
dsmon.  At  the  former,  liberty  (if  we  may 
diftinguifh  by  diat  name  what  fomcdmes  muft 
be  allofwed  to  have  degenerated  into  popidar 
Ikentknifnefs)  introduced  iuavity^  openneis^  and 
fi«edom»  At  the  latter^  the  exorbitant  power 
of  die  Aobks  and  the  dtfcipUne  of  the  Uws  bred 
jealoufy,  haughtinefi,  and  audiorify.  Though 
the  Athenians  may  be  faid  to  have  poflefled  at 
much  of  the  mufrpairuf  as  their  rivalsj  yet  a-^ 
mong  them  the  ftudies  of  literature  were  culti- 
vated with  no  left  ardor,  than  thofe  of  war^  and 
the  encouragement  of  them  fufEciently  appears 
from  (he  immenfe  expence  with  which  dramatic 
entertainments  wire  attended.  Among  theLace- 
dcmoniansj  intellfcAualpurfuits  were  regarded  as 
the  forerunners  or  caufcs  of  luxury,  and  there^ 
fore  met  with  difcouragemeht.  Military  employ-^ 
ments,  and  the  horrors  of  war  were  fought^  aa 
more  congenial  to  their  difpofmons;  Thus  wo 
can  trace  in  thefe  ftates  difference  of  purDuiti 
arifing  from  difference  of  manners^  and  differ^ 
cnce  of  manners  from  divcrfity  of  govemmentt 
So  much  for  Greece  and  her  difbin^tions. 

Were  we  to  examine  the  univerfal  hiftory  of 
mankind  from  th^  firft  period  of  (bcicty  to  the 
prefent^  no  two  nations  could  perhaps  be  difr 
covered^  whofe  hiltori^s  bear  fp  t^x-^tH;  an  analogy 

in 
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in  nEUUijr  reipe6bt  as  thofe  of  Greece  and  Rome; ' 
but  to  draw  diis  is  not  at  prefent  our  purpofe; 
let  it  fuffice  us  to  invcftigate  whether  Liberty 
and  Genius  were  fo  infcparabiy  united  in  the 
latter  empire,  as  we  have  feen  them  in  the 
former.  Rome,  after  the  expulfion  of  her  kings, 
was  under  the  dominion  of  a  powerful  Arilto- 
cracy,  and  the  people,  though  not  without  £re* 
quent  ftruggies,  in  vaflfalagei  on  the  creation  of 
popular  Tribunes,  the  government  afllimed  the 
form  of  a  Democracy,  which  was  yec  checked 
in  fbme  meafure  by  the  power  of  the  Senate. 
During  the  Punic  wars,  the  feeds  of  Learning 
were  tranfplanted  and  culcivaccd  by  Livius  An^ 
dronicu^,  Ennius*,  &c, — But  it .  w^  not  till 
^fcer  perfeift  fecurity  wa«  purchafcxl  by  the  de* 
Arudion  of  Carthage,  that  the  arts  of  elegance, 
and  the  ftudie^  of  literature  were  ferioufly  at- 
tended to.  The  fame  caufcs,  which  among  the 
Grecians  had  produced  the  fat^l  Peloponnefian 
Wax,  introduced  the  contentions  between  the 
Roman  Senate  and  the  Gracchi,  Sylla  and  Ma* 
'  lius,  Cfffar  and  Pompey.  Neverthclcfs  thefc 
intcftinc  divifions,  originating  in  reality  from 
the  defue  of  tyranny,  but  avowedly  efpoufed  in 
(lie  caufe  of  liberty,  did  not  in  the  kail  retard 

*  S«e  Drydeo's  dedicailon  to  the  Earl  of  Dorfec^  pre- 
£x<d  to  Ilia  triiu nation  of  Juvenoi. 

the 
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appearance  of  flavcry,  and  preferved  in  chc  an*  . 
cienc  nunner  the  forms  of  the  conftitudon.  The  1 
fucceifors  ofOAavianus  threw  off  this  (pedous,; 
malkj  and  openly  cxercifcd  what  their .  pio- 
decellbr  hadfecretly  poflefled, — abfolute  power..  1 
From  bis  death  therefore,  the  final  lofs  of  Ro«  ; 
man  liberty,  and  the  gradual  decline  both  of; 
its  power  and  genius  may  molt  properly  be 
dated. 

In  perufing  the  hiftory  of  Rome  aftef  this  : 
periodj  \vc  meet  with  licde  clfc  but  the  un- 
natural a^s  of  men,  who  were  elevated  to,  and 
dcpofed  from  the  imperial  purple,  according  to 
the  caprice  of  a  rude  foldiety.  In  the  lift  of 
authors,  (who  writ  in  the  Latin  tongue),  during 
the  long  fucccffion  of  near  fix  centuries,  the 
names  of  Tacitus,  Juvenal,  Liican,  Pcrfius, 
Pliny,  and  Bocthius  are  alone  handed  down  to 
us  as  worthy  of  much  leputacion— -for  the  lofci- 
ncfs  of  Statins,  the  temporary  allufions  of  Mar- 
tial, and  the  exotic  ftyle  of  Ciaudian  in  his  ful- 
ibme  panegjTicks,  and  of  other  later  writers, 
defcrvcdly  exclude  them  from  any  conHderable 
ihare.  Thus  from  rht  teftimony  of  ajicient  times, 
libcity  appears  to  have  been  moft  favorable  to 
the  cultivation  of  genius :  as,  in  Greece,  from 
the  expedition  of  Xerxes  to  the  reign  of  Alex- 
ander, vic  fee  ficcJcm  and  literature  together, 

and 


and  the  latter*  when  deprived  of  the  former'si 
fupporty  quickly  perifhing.  In  Rome,  from 
the  deftniAion  of  Carthage  to  the  acceflion  of 
Tiberius  Cabfar,  the  fame  coalition,  and  if  we 
xoMj  {o  call  iu  infeparable  and  necefiary  depend* 
ance  is  Vifible«--^our  inference  therefore  fo  far 
iajuft,  and  our  premife  ellabiifhed*. 

During  the  dark  period  of  Papal  tyranny^ 
and  the  Feudal  fyftemj  we  may  obferve,  that 
all  human  genius  was  totally  extinguifhed,  or  at 
beft,  but  feebly  glimmering.  The  gradual  dif^ 
fufion  of  Commerce,  as  it  enriched  die  lower 
tlafi  of  people,  diflblved  the  obligations  of  viU 
lanage,  and  b/  producing  more  numerous  rankg 
of  fociety,  introduced  the  defire,  and  at  length 

*  The  theory  tf  Mofttefqnieu.  fo  dangerous  to  til  li« 
brril  fentimcnis,  and  which  has  been  fo  vigurouily  de* 
fended  by  the  advocates  for  materialifm^  may  be  ovcr^ 
thrown  by  this  (ia^le  qvrftion  :  Has  the  climate  in  each 
particular  country  varied  iA  proportion  to  its  revolutions 
)n  genius^  governnient«  mannersi  kc.  f  If  the  icience  o^ 
lliftory  determines  the  qoeftion  in  the  negative^  we  muft 
attribute  the  dri^in  of  thofe  revolutioftis  to  moral  caufes: 
the  influeilce  of  di^iate  is  undoubtedly  vifible  in  fomo 
countries^  bnt  it  is  abfurd  to  aflert  it  both  as  univerfal 
A^d  predomitiant.  I4  foqie  regions  of  the  torrid  zone,  i^ 
affcAs  tl^e  colour  of  the  ffiin,  ai)d  probably  the  underhand. 
ing  alfo|  but  the  known  certainty  that  moftof  the  imcitnt 
fciences  procedcd  from  the  ^aft,  ref«tes  all  filrtiicr  cxteu- 
fioil  cf  this  iofiance* 

the 
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the  bleflings  of  Liberty.  The  minds  of  mcft 
were  naturally  expanded,  and  Genius  freed-frofni 
the  cramping  bonds  of  flavcry,  difcovcred  itfclT 
in  many  inventions,  which  arc  as  a  proof  at 
once  of  the  imperfe<flion  and  flow  advancement 
of  human  wifdom.  The  fuddennefs  and  rapidity 
of  intelleftual  conqueft  over  the  darknefs  of 
Monkifli  fuperftition,  was  proportionate  to  die 
iliddcn  progrcfs  of  liberty,  which  arofe^  (in  ibme 
meafure  tliroiigh  all  Europe,  though  more  or 
left  in  dlftcrent  kingdoms),  on  the  diflblutioo 
of  Feudal  tenures. 

'  The  revival  of  Letters  at  this  period  was 
aided  by  the  art  of  printing,  which  on  account 
of  irs  fimplicir;  is  convenient,  and  univcrfally 
adopted.  This  «irt  in  many  countries  has  coun^ 
rcrbalanccci  the  influence  of  fiavcry,  and  has 
no:  only  luppllcd  t!ie  wunt  of  liberty,  but, 
t;;rnij^*c,  effcdt  into  caufc,  has  introduced  the 
kno^vlc^i^!:e  of  its  value  Wi:h  this  fir-glc  cx- 
i  eprion  ir  ni.iv  ihfely  be  afil-rted,  diat  in  all  ages 
liic  downing  of  hbcrtyhr.s  been  prior  to  that  of  fci- 
t-ncc,  iind  tliat  the  krrcr  can  only  arife  and  fub* 
lift  according  ro  tl-.e  ftrcr#frth  and  continuation 
vi'  th*r  t'ormor.  To  illull?  i-.tc  and  prove  tliis 
puirt  we  have  rccvrieti  to  the  hiiloiics  of  Greece, 
Rome,  rtnddier;:iJd!o  :i^.es.  Aigumcncs  drawn 
(w\x\   :!\e  rT'timouy  of  Iiillorv.    and   confirmed 

by 
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•  by  experience,  mull  have  more  weight  than  thofe 
'airy  fpeculations>  wliich  though  plaufible  in  the 
\tloStt^  are  entirely  irreconcilcablc  to  fubftantial 

truth.     Man,  through  the  weaknefs  of  his  fa- 
.  culcies,  ipuft  judge  of  the  certainty  of  all  know- 
ledge, which  is  not  immediately  under  the  per- 
.  ception  of  the  fcnfes,  by  comparifon  and  the, 
,  rules  of  probability.     All  fcience,  according  to 
Blair,    refults   from  obfervations  on  pradlice. 
,  Tq  obtain  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  influ- 
;  cnce,  which  Liberty  or  any  fimilar  gift  poflciles 
;OTer  the  manners  and  genius  of  a  country,  an 
chquirer  muft  condik  pad  tranfaiflions^  and  com- 
pane  them  widi  thofe,  he  himfclf  is  intimately 

*  acquainted  with;  fince  variations  and  uncertainty 
.  will  intervene  and  frequently  pervade,  what  to 

^  fuperfiqial  appearance  is  clear  and  confiflent. 
This  obfervation  may  be  extended  to  the  acqui- 
•fi|ion  of  all  knowledge,  which  relates  to  anti- 
quity, and  which  the  evidence  of  the  fcnfes  or 
other  equally  flrong,  has  not  indubitably  verified. 
But  to  return  from  this  digreflion;  among  the 
refinements   of  European  policy,  there  is  one 
'which  may  be  of  confiderable  weight  in  this  hif- 
,  torical  difquifition.     It  is  briefly  this:  The  in- 
.  vcntion  of  Printing  as  it   diffufes  the  works  of 
^n  author  over  the  moft  extenfive  fpace,  is  pccu« 
:Jiarly  favorable  to  literary  purfuits,  and  among 

tlicfe 
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t^cfe  to  the  free  difcuflion  of  political  fubjcftj 
in  particular.  Of  this  the  Sovereigns  of  chofe 
Monarchies,  where  liberty  is  under  reftrainti 
appear  fufficientljr  convinced,  and  according^ 
have  taken  the  proper  precautions  by  fudng  no 
determinate  definition  of  a  libel,  and  by  punifh-' 
ing  whatever,  their  pleafure  may  refolve  to  be 
flich.  The  confequenctfs  are  obvious;  the  ge- 
nius of  many  is  intimidated,  and  thereby  loft, 
tlie  exertions  of  all  are  confined,  and  thiereby 
diminifhed.  In  England,  where  this  policy  is 
unneceflkry,  fince  freedom  of  ipeaking  and 
writing,  as  wd)  as  aiding  is  the  birthright  of 
cvpry  one,  the  beneficial  effefts  q(  its  non-entity 
are  exemplified  by  the  Abfaiom  and  Achitaphcl 
4>f  Drydcn,  the  writings  o(  Swift,  Wilkes,  and 
Junius,  and  the  monthly  inundations  of  poli- 
tical pamphlets,  in  which  we  frequentljr  jrieer 
with  fubjcdts  ficcly  and  ingenioufly  dif$:ufl«d» 

The  efiVfts,  attending  the  freedom  of  the 
jprefs  in  England,  although  not  applicable  to 
'  ancient  times,  form  a  propf  irrefragable  and 
conclufivc,  of  the  dependance  of  genius  on  Li- 
berty, France,  who  doiibtlcfs  has  nurtured 
fnany  noble  and  claflical  writers,  can  boaft  of 
none*,  who  have  united  energy  of  thought  with 

bold* 

♦To  Urcngthcn  ihU  aflertion  by  a  higher  nathority  that 
my  own  and  a  ilroaj:er  inilance,  I  iball  quote  thefbllowiag 
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boldnefs  of  expreflion  equal  to  that,  i;?hich  cha- 
T2£tmzfi%  the  volumes  of  the  aforementioned 
\  works.     An  Engliflimany  who  feels  no  reftraint 
in.the  choice  of  his  fubjeft,  who  knows  that  no 
iXentence  can  with  danger  to  himfelf  be  wrefted 
.  irtrni  its  right  meaning  to  bear  a  treafonable  con- 
i  Atudtiotiy  is  difcurfive  and  fcec  in  his  obfcrvati- 
^ons.  '.  But  let  us  avoid  all  national  comparifons, 
-  which  .ire  in  the  higheft  degree  invidious.    Let 
the  above  fuffice  as  an  mperfeS  explanation  of 
tiie  caufes,  which  produced  events,  uniformly 
.  beneficial  in    the  hiftories  of  Greece,  Rome> 
and  England  to  the  fyftem  of  a  free  government. 
For  this  paper  was  rather  intended  as  a  relation 
of  fa£ts,  than  an  analyfis  of  their  efficient  caufcs. 
If  the  former  on  a  comparifon  with  each  other 
are  analogous,  if  they  are  fuch  a3  violate  not 
the  laws  of  probability;  what  higher  authority 
in  their  defence  can  be  required?    But  to  con- 
clude; we  cannot  be  too  watchful  in  the  prefcr- 

pafTagtf,  wkh  which  the  ctlebrated  Mr,  Erfklne  concluded 
Vk  oration  at  Cambridge.  «^  The  fciences  ever  flouriih  • 
in  the  train  of  Liberty :  The  foul  of  a  flave  icould  never 
have  #xpai^ed  i(irlf«  like  Newton's  over  infinite  fpace; 
and  would  have  fighed  in  captivity  at  the  remotell  harrlcri 
«>f  the  creation.  In  no  other  country  under  heaven  could 
I^ocke  have  unfolded  with  dignity  the  operations  of  an  im- 
fnortal  (bul^  or  recorded  with  truih  thi;  duties  and  privi« 
lljgei  of  fQj:iety, 

vatior) 
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vadoiif  coo  anxious  for  the  cotinuance^  or  too 
bufy  in  enumerating  die  bleflings  of  Libertjr; 
to  trace  its  influence  oa  literature,  and  confer 
quendy.  on  civilizadon,  is  both  a  plealing  and 
inftruAive  taflc*  If  by  experience  we  find,  that 
it  removes  the  clouds  of  ignoranccjiixadiates 
the  mind  with  knowledge,  fofiens  it  with  &e 
love  of  hum^nity^  and  repels  the  banefiil  influ- 
ence of  Mifanthropy; — thanks  are  due  to  that 
Being,  who  has  allotted  the  moft  cdnfiderable 
fhare  of  it  to  dwell  on  this  ifland^  ^nd  who  has 
empowered  us  both  to  tafte  and  enjoy  its  valu« 
able  efieAs. 
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Emollit  mores,  nee  finit  eile  feros. 

Ovid. 

Softens  the  manners,  and  refines  the  heart. 

"  The  Stage"  fays  the  Guardian,  «'  might 
be  made  a  perpetual  fource  of  the  moft  noble 
and  ufeful  entertainments,  were  it  under  proper 
regulations."  I  Ihall  devote  the  fubjcfl:  of  this 
week's  Paper  to  the  inveftigation  of  this  aflertion, 
and  endeavour  to  prove  that  Moralifts  andDc- 
claimers  have  defcribed  the  immorality  of  the 
Stage  beyond  the  limits  of  truth.  I'confider  the 
Theatre  as  a  Mirror,  wher^  general  vices  and 
foibles  are  defcribed  with  the  fharpefl:  points  of 
Satire  and  Ridicule,  to  deter  us  from  the  con- 
tinuance of  evil  pra&ices,  and  promote  our  re- 
formation; private  fcandal,  and  perfonal  dc- 
famapon,  fhould  be  punifhed  with  fevere  penal- 

b  ties 
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ties;  Ariftophanes  amongft  the  ancients,  and 
many  of  our  old  En^ifti  Comedies,  regarded  no 
authority,  but  levelled  inveftives  againft  indi- 
viduals ;  the  majefty  of  Kings  was  diJfreg^ded, 
and  the  aftions  of  Minifters  became  the  objefts 
of  perfonal  reproach.  The  corre^ion  of  this 
irregularity  has  been  attenipted^  but  its  refbnna- 
tion  can  never  be  effeilually  accompliihed 
under  the  fuperintendance  of  a  Chamberlain :  in 
like  manner  the  audiority  of  anInfpeAor  endea- 
voured in  vain  to  regulate  the  Prefs.  Every 
perfeftion  of  huipan  nature  may  be  made  the 
inftrument  of  vice,  die  tendency  of  virtue  may- 
be abufed,  and  every  fyftem  of  reformation  con- 
trovered;  but  the  refined  tafte  of  the  eighteenth 
century  has  promoted  general  amendments,  and 
difcarded  perfonal  virulence.  Servile  obiequi- 
oufnefs  to  Minifters  of  State,  and  fulfome  Dedi- 
cations, riie  charafteriftics  of  a  former  reign^ 
are  now  defervedly  aboliflied  i  liberty  and  can- 
dor promote  Genius,  and  the  pens  of  the  pre- 
fent  writers  are  not  proftituted  to  defend  th^ 
afbions  of  a  venal  and  unpopular  Statefman ;  the 
principles  of  aBritifh  audience  are  alfo  repugnant 
to  thofe  performances,  where  private  blemilhes 
are  attacked  with  ill-nature  and  malignant  wit. 

The    Athenian    drama   derived    its    origin 
from  t(^e  noblelt  fources,  the  prad^ce  of  vi^e 

and 
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and  the  propagation  of  religion;  the  hymns 
or  fangs  celebrated  at  the  feftivals  of  the 
andents,  by  progrefTion,  attained  thofe  degrees 
of  perfeftion,  which  under  the  aufpices  of 
JEfchylus,  Sophocles  and  Euripides,  excited  the 
4idmiracion  of  all  Greece* 

As  the  greateft  rivers  take  their  rife  from  in- 
^onfiderable  fprings,  and  the  moft  important  ef- 
fefts  are  produced  from  the  moft  trivial  caufes ; 
fo  the  gfadual  improvement  o(  the  drama  owed 
its  progrefs  to  adventitious  circumftances,'  and 
iprungfroifi  an  inconfiderable  fourcc.  Arifto- 
phanes  the  prince  of  old  Comedy  was  endowed 
with  acutenefs ;  but  as  a  learned  Critic  obferves, 
'**  he  was  full  of  the  grofleft  obfcenity  and  inde-» 
ccncy/*  Socrates  was  ridiculed  by  this  author, 
with  inveterate  calumny,  and  his  humor  was 
debafed  by  political  rancor ;  but  I  will  venture 
CO  affirm,  though  fome  writers  on  education  ac-. 
cufc  him  of  inculcating  knavery,  that  the  excel- 
lent leflbns  of  Terence  aniply  compenfate  for  his 
liccntioufhefs.  As  the  progrefs  of  the  Grecian 
and  Roman  drama  has  been  copioufly  explained 
by  fcveral  authors,  anji  the  merits  of  its  re- 
fpeftivc  writers  pointed  out. — I  (hall  add  a  few 
dcfultory  obfervations  on  the  Englilh  Stage; 
novelty  cannot  proceed  from  every  pen,   and' 

O  2  '  tliough 
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though  a  fubjeft  has  been  feveral  times  difcuflbdj 
a  writer  Ihould  not  be  difcouraged,  as  the  beauty 
of  an  expreffion,  or  the  hints  of  truth  may  not  at 
one  view  be  caught ;  but  the  we^eft  intelle^ 
may  be  improved  by  a  renewal  of  the  impref- 
fion.     The  original  performances  of  the  Englifh 
ftage  were  founded  upon  religious  fubjedks.  The 
various  paffions  and  duties  of  mankind  were  rc- 
prefented  under  allegorical  characters ;  an  ana* 
lyfis  of  two  moral  plays  written  in  thofc  un- 
lettered days,  is  given  by  Dr.  Percy,  in  his  Eflay 
on  the  Englifh  Stage ;  where  the  andquarian  and 
inquifitive  reader  will  find  theft  fced»t)f  Tragedy 
and  Comedy  regularly  explained  i  ataflcwhichthe 
learned  Doctor  has  performed  with  great  dili* 
gence  and  fagacity.     As  the  fun  of  freedom  ex- 
panded, and  barbarity  and  ignorance  declined, 
thefe   fimple   Ihows   were  formed  into  regular 
and  probable  plots.    The  produftion^  of  Shakc- 
fpear  and  Jonfon  arofe  upon  their  extindUonj 
the  imagination  of  the  one  foared  beyond  hu- 
man conception,  and  the  fuperior  advantages  of 
a  claflical  education  exalted  his  cotemporary  to 
the   next    rank    in    dramatic    compofition;    a 
model  of  writing  was  introduced,  which  pofterity 
have  never  been  able  to  attain  j  Genius  dcpidted 
characters, whofe  cxccntricity  of  manners  exQced- 
cd  the  common  bounds  of  nature ;  as  a  cat:araft, 

or 
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or  rugged   mountain  are  objefts  that    excite 
fublime  fenfations,  fo  the  writings  of  Shakelpear 
give  us  ftrong  impreffions  in  the  dcfcription  of 
objeAs,    or  exhibition  of  fcntimcnts,  and   arc 
therefore  truly  fublime.      Longinus  ddcribcs 
boldnefs  and  grandeur  in  thoughts,  ^as  ^  (bong 
ipecies  of  ^e  fublime,  and  no  bounds  ^uld  re* 
ftrain  our  Poet's  daring  flights ;    the  various 
l>ea\ities  difperfed  through  every  charaftcr  of  his 
Excite  our  admiration,  though  irregularides  may 
be  pointed  out,  of  which  the  ftrift  adherents  to  the 
rules  of  Ariftotle  and  Longinus  complain.    The 
licendouCiefs  of  the  court  of  Charles  the  Second 
contaminated  every  clafs  of  fociety,  the  drama   ^ 
abounded  at  that  time  with  prgduftions  of  con- 
Ipicuous  merit,  but  to  ufe  the  words  of  Dr. 
Johnlbn. 

^  Intrigue  was  plot,  obfccnity  was  wit/' 
Illiterate  and  vicious  minds  eagerly  imbibe  thofe 
vices,  of  which  their  fupcriors  arc  guiltys  during 
this  reign,  Senle  and  Morality  were  jfacrificed 
at  the  (hrine  of  Ribaldry ;  anc^  thofe  performances 
whofe  chief  recommendation  was  an  indelicate 
fcndmcnt,  or  doulfle  cniendrCy  were  fupported: 
the  produftion  of  a  female  pen*,  though  written 
with  great  comprehenfion  of  thought,  exhibited 
fuch  a  want  of  modcfty  as  difgraccd  her  fex,  and 
^n  enlightened  age ;  her  works  arc  now  almoft 
«  Mrs.  Behiu 
4  *  forgotten, 
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forgotten,  on  account  of  her  inattendon  to  dpt 
cency,  and  negleft  of  virtue. 

Congreve>  Vanburgh,  and  maQy  otherg>  prtr 
ferred  a  flaih  of  wit  to  the  moft  refined  fentiment^ 
or  moral  cxpreffionj  a  courtly  parallel  bett^eei| 
the  aftions  of  two  powerful  Monarchs  was  in- 
troduced by  Rpwe,  under  the  chara6ters  of 
Tamerlane  and  Bajazet — William  the  Third^ 
and  Lewis  the  Fourteenth, 

From  this  analyfis  of  our  dramatic  hiflory,  it 
\s  evident,  that  during  fo  long  a  progrefs  and 
change  of  ciiftoms,  various  imperfeftions  arc 
blended  with  the  nobleft  inventions.  Many 
writers  have  endeavoured  to  promote  the  refor- 
mation of  the  ftage,  by  pointing  out  its  deficien- 
cies;  as  an  advocate,  I  fhall  take  a  different 
courfe,  and  explain  thofe  advantages  which  juftify 
its  encouragement. 

If  difcontented  cavillers  would  compare  the 
fituation  of  modern  Dramatifts  widi  that  .of  their 
predecelTors,  the  inanity  of  their  rcafoning  mufi 
be  clearly  difcovcrcd;  Shakefpcar  for  fome  time 
lived  in  indigent  circumftances,  Jonfon  forfook 
a  claflical  fchool  for  the  menial  duties  of -^a  brick- 
layer, poverty  brought  0:v/ay  to  the  grave,  and 
the  penury  of  Dryden  obliged  him  to  produce 
hafly  and  imperfcft  compofitions^    for,   aa  hia 

biographfcr 


{biographer  obferves,  "  he  appears  never  to  have 
loved  that  exercife  of  his  genius  (writing  for  the 
ftage)  or  to  have  much  pleafed  himfelf  with  his 
pwn  dramas/-  Modern  authors  if  careful  (for 
(extravagance  will  be  deferted  by  the  moft  libe- 
jal  mind)  may  devote  a  confiderable  (hai-e  of 
their  time  in  revifing  and  correfting  thofe  inac- 
curacies, which  a  moft  exalted  genius  may  com- 
jniti  their  fociety  is  courted  by  the  moft  enlight- 
pned  charafters,  and  rcfpeft  is  paid  to  them,  as 
their  abilities  andconduft  merit* 

Comedians  were  fupported  by  the  ancient  nO:* 
bility,  and  claffed  as  wf«/W  fervants,  but  theatii- 
cal  performers,  whofe  talents  entitle  them  to  the 
public  favor,  are  now  enabled  by  its  liberality 
fo  fuftain  the  characters  of  refpedlable  men* 

A'nd  here  I  fiiall  take  the  liberty  of  refuting 
an  argument  urged  againft  die  ftage,  that  the 
principles  of  vice  were  fo  inculcated  into  the 
minds  of  the  people,  as  to  require  tlie  inter- 
ference of  the  fegiflativc  power  j  that  the  number 
of  theatres  was  on  fbaf  account  reftrained,  and 
all  new  productions  fubjefted  to-  the  perufal  (^f, 
and  a  licence  from  the  Lord  Chamberlain:  This 
is  the  language  of  the  ignorant,  but  by  a  refer- 
ence to  this  reg-iilation  we  fhall  find,  that  it  ori- 
ginated  from  a  dilFerent  motive  The  conduft 
of  the  Minifter  (Sir  R.  Walpole)  had  been  fe- 
^  vercly 
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vcrely  cenfurcd  in  a  fatyripal  comedy ;  he  was 
therefore  determined  to  crufli  the  encreafing  li-. 
bcrties  of  the  ftage,  and  introduced  a  Bill, 
which  was  violently  oppofed  by  Lord  Cheftcr- 
field,  as  an  encroachment  upon  the  freedom  of 
the  prefs,  which  is  the  index  of  the  times. 

The  improvement  of  our  language  in  an  ob- 
jcft  of  the  grcateft  confequencej  many  claflical 
writers  affert,  that  no  fubjcA  of  polite  literature 
is  more  dcfcrving  our  attention,  as  the  powers 
of  Elocution,  and  a  proper  arrangement  of  our 
ideas  depend  upon  its  progrcfs. 

A  diverfity  of  opinion  has  prevailed  among 
the  learned,  rcfpe6ling  written  and  fpoken  lan- 
guage j  arguing  on  the  one  hand,  that  the  ad- 
vantages of  writing  are  permanent  and  iiiftructivc 
topoftciity;  on  the  other,  that  the  energy  of 
ipeech  operates  upon  the  mind  with  the:  mod 
powcrtul  tilTcftsof  pcrfuafion.    The  excellencies 
of  both  centre  in  die  drama;  the  embryo  ftatef- 
man  imd  divine  m.iy  imbibe  the  rudiments  of 
cloquen»:e,  and  acquire  natural  cones  and   gcf- 
rures,  by  obl'erving  the  performances  of  the  prin- 
cipal p.wcorsj  but  he  mult  be  careful  to  avoid 
irnitciting  the  giimaces  an'.l  diftortions  of  every 
ii.^ii.g  cra^^edianj  v/ho 

•*  u'v:r:1cps  thr  moLleilv  of  Nature. " 

But  tliougli  ranting  may  now  be  preferred  to 

a  jj:  ';;'Ci  uircVini::i;»tion  in  depicting  the  various 

paflions 
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jafiions  that  are  rcprefented  upon  the  ftage,  our 
deceafed  Rofcius  always  adapted  his  a(5ting  to 
thccharafter,  and  by  copying  Natureyj?/r  what 
he  fpokc;  ^  ^ 

"  He  loft  the  A6lor,  and  commenced  the  Man." 
The  ignorant  applaud  extravagant  flights,  as 
juft  reprefentations,  and  an  unnatural  diftortion 
of  countenance  has  excited  more  approbation 
from  the  galleries,  tlian  the  iineft  attitude  of  ^ 
judicious  performer;  inferior  aftors  therefore 
by  imitating  thefe  defcfts  obtain  the  commenda- 
tion of  fuch  criticks,  but  are  ridiculed  by  the 
micmal 

Though  Stage  effe^  may  on  fome  occafions 
be  neceffary  to  attraft  the  attention  of  the  fu- 
perficial  hearer,  it  will  be  difregarded  by  the 
fenfible  as  a  deviation  from  the  true  pifture  of 
life. 

Obfers'ations  upon  mankind,  and  an  accurate 
difplay  of  life  muft  perfeft  thofe  idijas  tutored 
by  an  induftrious  application  to  ftudy;  external 
aftion  difplayed  upon  the  ftage  may  found  the 
depth  of  that  heart,  which  no  precepts  of  mora- 
Jiry  could  delight  in  the  clofct. 

A  perfeft  tragedy  is  allowed  by  all  critics 
to  be  the  greatefl:  produftion  of  human  nature; 
as  the  imagination  of  tlie  Poet  is  not.  reftriftcd 

by 


by  minute  circumftances,  a  livelier  fcnfe  of  vfri- 
tuc  is  imprcfled  upon  the  audience,  its  princt^ 
pies  arc  traced  with  excellence,  die  charafleri 
of  monarchs  are  dcfcribed  with  difcernmeiitj 
great  events  are  inveftigated,  and  their  origins 
unfolded  i  from  a  ftrift  obfervation  the  baleful 
eflfedb  of  jealoufy,  and  ambition,  and  the  coffl- 
fequences  of  every  quality  that  elevates  or  dc- 
prefles  a  fenfAle  mind,  have  been  furveyed  bf 
capacious  underftandings^  and  defcribed  in  their 
natural  colours. 

As  the  images  of  Tragedy  are  chiefly  drawn 
from  the  exploits  of  high  life,  an  exa6t  refem-.  * 
blance  to  the  aftions  of  the  fpc6tator  cannot  be 
drawn;  thofe  performances  therefore,  in  which 
the  duties  of  private  life  are  delineated,  are  the 
mod  inftruftive;  but  in  every  compofition  of 
the  bufkin  theorems  and  maxims  may  be  felefted 
advantageous  to  every  clafs  of  fociety. 

As  many  rcfleft  in  the  clofct  upon  the  adioi^s^ 
they  have  feen  performed  on  the  ftage,  their 
inquiries  may  be  fuccefsfully  anfwered  by  the 
perufal  of  approved  tragedies. 

A  curious  and  inter cfting  letter*  from  a  ref- 
peftable  Comedian,  who  is  now  retired  from  die 
*  Vide  Eoropcwi  Magazine  for  October,  1787. 

ftage. 
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-Jfage,  relates  fo  immediately  to  tliis  fubjeft^ 
and  contains  fo  convincing  a  proof  of  my  argu- 
ments^  that  I  Ihall  fubjoin  an  abridgment  of  it 
without  any  apology. 

In  the  year  175a,  Mr.  RofsandMrs.  Pritch- 
ard  performed  .the  charaftcrs  of  George  Barn- 
well and  Millwood,  where  a  young  apprentice 
was  fo  forcibly  ftruck  with  the  fimilarity  of  his 
own  conduft,  that  the  dcpreffion  of  his  fpirits 
confined  him  to  his  room.  His  phyfician  fuf^^ 
pcfting  that  fomething  lay  heavy  upon  his  mind 
which  he  dreaded  to  divulge,  attempted  to  dif- 
fcover  the  fecret;  after  long  folicitations  he  con- 
fefled,  that  having  formed  an  improper  acquaint.^ 
ance,  like  George  Barnwell,  he  had  made  free 
with  fome  draughts  entrufted  to  his  care,  an4 
therefore  wifhed  to  die,  to  avoid  the  confequent 
ihame. 

The  Doftor  inftantly  wrote  to  his  father,  wha 
remitted  the  deficiency,  and  this  converted  pro- 
digal lived  to  be  an  eminent  merchant.  The 
Stage  therefore  mer^  be  direftcd  to  good  purpofcs, 
if  properly  regulated. 

B. 
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To  a  Ladv,  071  the.  Death,  of  her 
Gold  Fish. 

A  H  dry  thofe  Tears,  they  flow  coo  faft. 

His  time  ^^'us  come,  his  die  was  caft ; 

The  fhining  fin,  the  golden  fcale, 

Alas  you  lee  could  not  avail : 

Not  Virtue's  pray V,  not  Beauty's  pow'r. 

Could  ftay  his  fate  a  fingle  hour. 

Fair  Lady,  moderate  your  grief, 

A  Friend's  advice  may  bring  relief; 

Confider  that  we  all  muft  die. 

Your  Fifli,  your  Dog,  your  Cat  and  I. 

You'll  not  actend  to  what  I've  faid. 

Your  Peace  is  gone,  your  Fifli  is  dead." 

And  fiiould  your  Lover  now  draw  near. 

And  fjgh,  and  caii  you  ail  that's  dear  i 

To  tendered  fighs  you'd  anfwer—Pifh, 

I  hate  Mankind,  I've  loft  my  Filh. 

I  grant  he  was  a  Fiih  of  merit, 

A  Fifh  of  parrs,  a  Fifh  of  fpirit; 

But  fure  no  Fifh  fnould  have  the  art 

To  captivate  a  Lady's  heart. 

Allow  him  every  pcifeclion, 

But  ftill  deny  him  your  afFcftion; 


Your 


The  Trifle r.  "175 

YourFather'd  fwear  you  were  undone. 

He'd  never  like  zfcaly  Son ; 

Vm  very  fure  he  could  not  wi(h 

To  fee  his  Daughter  fuckle  Fifli ; 

And  well  indeed  might  takc't  in  dudgeon. 

To  be  the  Grandfire  of  a  Gudgeon. 

Your  Sifter  top  w  )u:d  make  a  pother. 

She'd  never  brook  to  call  him  Brother ; 

Tis  better  far  your  Fifli  is  dead. 

Than  you  fhould  take  him  to  your  bed. 

Your  Mother  never  would  abide 

To  fee  you  lying  fide  by  fide : 

E'en  you  yourfelf  wou'd  think  it  odd. 

If  G — n  ftopp'd  to  kifs  a  Cod-, 

And  afked  her  fifhmonger  about 

Some  darling  lovely  am'rous  Trout y 

And  fwore  no  joy  could  e'er  be  felt, 

Whilft  panting  for  her  abfent  Smelts 

'Twould  be  moft  ftrange  with  ftreaming  eye. 

To  hear  a  tender  Mother  cry, 

"  Alas!  my  Child,  poor  thoughtlcfs Wench, 

•^  Seduc'd  andruin'd  by  a  Tencb. 

"  And  now  he  fwears  he'll  never  marry, 

"  The  fright  has  made  the  Girl  mifcarry  i 

"  Alas  the  pangs  we  Mothers  feel, 

"  My  Child's  mifcarried  of  an  Eeir 

A  Bird  and  Beaft,  the  mighty  Jove 

Became,  to  gratify  his  I-ove  j 

But 
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But  you,  oh  wonderful  to  declare, 
A  Fifti  is  formed  to  pleafe  the  Fair  J 
Oh !  could  I  but  thy  favor  win, 
Transform'd  to  Fifh  with  golden  fin  i 
Confin'd  .to  Bafon  for  thy  fake, 
rd  gladly  fwim  die  little  lake ; 
Oft  to  the  furface  raife  my  head. 
And  from  thy  fingers  nibble  bread* 
In  china,  or  in  earthen  difh, 
I'd  live  and  die  thy  faithful  Fifli: 
But  fince  I've  got  no  golden  fcaie^ 
No  fhining  fin,  nor  foiky  tail. 
But  arms  and  iegs ;  can  fpeak  and  hear  j 
I'm  doom'd  to  languilh  and  defpair: 
With  fldn  ftripp'd  off,  no  wriggling  Ed 
Exprefie^  half  the  pangs  I  feel. 

A* 
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Scmfer  ego  auditor  tantum? 

Juvenal. 
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Mjf  e9ndu3f  would  hi  juJHy  fipreherifihU^  was  1  /# 
infift  the  litter  ^gned  ]u\cnd\'^tbi fatin  is  Uo  ferfinal^ 
and  therefore  too  dangerofts  for  fuveniU  Authors  to  cotento^ 
nance.  However  J  much  regret  the  obfla^Te  to  its  ac^m 
^eptance^  and  cannot  refufe  its  infertion  without  an  ac» 
inowledgment  of  its  tfiirit^  and  yfitb  a  ftncert  hope^  thai 
tf  will  favor  me  with  his  future  correfpondencf. 

Squib's  poetical  EJfay  is  too  infignificant^  to  engage  ib^ 
attention  even  of  a  Trifler,  ,         .  / 

The  Poem  figmd  Z«  is  received^  andjhall  bapo  imme^ 
diate  infertion. 

Uncle  Toby  will  be  dulj  attended  to. 

yarious  other  Favors  are  undor  mtfider^Hwu 


Erratum  in  No.  13. 
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SATURDAY,  Au^Ji  30,  1788. 

Vicit  iter  durum  pietas.  Virgil, 

Life's  rugged  path,  religion  oft  hath  (mooth'd. 

JLn  a  former  paper,  among  the  failings  of  the 
prefent  age,  I  pointed  out  as  the  moft  melan- 
choly, a  propcnfity  to  the  commiflion  of  felf- 
murder,  and  afcribed  gaming  as  the  moft  pro- 
bable, and  frequent  caufe  of  it. — The  defign 
of  this  publication,  being  principally  to  (ketch 
the  temper  of  the  times,  and  in  their  repre- 
henfion,  to  rccompence  the  general  paucity  of 
fubjeAs,  I  (hall  follow  the  example  of  a  corref- 
pondent,  who,  in  the  eleventh  Number,  has 
awakened  my  attention  to  a  vice  as  contagious^ 
as  it  is  fiUhionable,  and  as  unhappy,  as  it  is  in- 
fonfiftenc  with  virtue  and  true  wilSom.    The 

P  %lcn- 
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Iplcndor  of  wealth,  the  hurry  of  diflipation,  and 
the  vigorous  (pirits  of  youth,  have  been  too 
frequently  urged  as  excufes  for  an  inactendoo 
to  the  duties  of  religion;  that  thefe  excufes 
(if  fo  they  jnay  be  called)  are  but  vain  and 
childifh,  a  little  confideration  will  demonftrate. 
They  are,  in  reality,  the  caufes,  and  can  never 
tbrm  a  vindication  of  the  unrefifted'propcnfitics 
of  our  conftitution. 

It  is  a  new,  as  well  as  a  furprifing,  mode  of 
arguing,  to  convert  caufes  into  excufes,  as  if  thofe 
caufes  were  irrefiftible ;  to  urge  the  potreflTion  of 
bleffings  as  a  plea  for  their  pervcrfioiii  and 
accufe  the  Giver  of  good  things  as  the  Author 
of  their  abufc,  by  fupplying  the  means  without 
a  concurring  limitation  of  the  efFeftsi:  A  mode 
of  arguing,  and  a  method  of  vindication,  which, 
if  complied  with,  would  deftroy  the  freq  agency 
of  rnan,  and  render  him  the  viftim  of  fatality. 
Which  may  be  faid  to  be  either  the  produ&  of 
a  mind,  careltfs  of  confcquenqes,  and  ignorant 
of  its  own  power,  or  the  only  refource  of  a  Con* 
fcience  ftung  indeed  by  its  pwn  reproaches,,  but 
unwilling  to  confcls  an  unjuftifiabl^  error.  To 
a  fenfible  and  pious  m^n,  the  poflefiion  of  riches 
\s  the  ftrongeft  motive  for  piety;  he  con/iders 
it  as  no  other  than  a  truft  pr  giftj^  ]:evokable  at 
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Ac  will  of  the  donor,  as  a  mark  of  mercy  and 
benevolence,  as  the  means  of  virtue,  and  the 
fupport  of  faith.  Inftead  of  fuppofing  that  it 
may  with  impunity  be  abufed>  and  that  no  rca- 
ibnable  objcftions  can  be  made  to  its  abufe,  he 
is  confcious  that  the  obligations  of  gratitude 
arc  ftronger  between  God  and  man,  than  be- 
tween man  and  man.  Inilcad  of  perverting  the 
powers  of  his  lituation,  and  then  accufing  the 
Giver  of  thoTe  powers,  as  the  Author  of  their 
perverfion,  becaufc  he  fixed  no  immediate  reftraint 
to  their  cxcrcife ;  he  adores  the  benevolence  of 
that  Deity,  who  imparts  his  gifts  on  the  moft 
reafonable  conditions,  and  who,  at  the  fame 
time,  leaves  it  to  the  choice  of  the  receiver, 
either  to  fulfil  thofc  conditions  with  additional 
reward,  or  rejcft  them  with  inevitable  puniih- 
ment. 

But  let  me  not  forget,  that  the  fober  rcafonlngf 
of  the  Moralift,  but  badly  coincides  with  the 
iuperficial  ideas  of  a  Trifler.  To  proceed  there- 
fore  in  a  fomewhat  le(s  (erious  manner;  ^t  vMLy 
obferve  that  man,  from  whofe  mouth  fuch  ck^ 
cuies  as  the  above  fall  in  the  behalf  of  irreli-* 
glon,  is  always  defeftive  in  his  inoral  tondufti 
that  in  the  indulgence  of  his  paflions  he  totally 
difregards  the  barriers  of  decency  and  virtue 
P  z  and 
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and  fincerely  believes  every  method  lefs  efficf^ 
cious  in  the  purfuit  of  happinefs^  than  fafliion' 
able  pleafures^  or  Epicurean  indifference.  Such 
conduA  arifing  from  fuch  tenets  of  belief,  re- 
quires no  farther  comment  on  the  opinions, 
which  conftitute  its  vindication* 

From  this  flave  of  paffion,  this  brute  of  in- 
fenfibility,  who  rejefts  religion  no  farther  than  a 
non-conformity  to  its  duties,  and  profefTes  it  no 
farther,  than  fX^earing  or  blalphemy  can  tcfhfy; 
let  us  turn  our  confideration  to  the  cool,  deliberate 
Deift,  who  falfely  ufurps  the  title  of  philofopher^ 
who  creates,    fubverts^   and  multiplies  worlds 
according  to  the  caprice  of  imagination,  or  the 
variations  of  conjefturej  who  bewilders  hinnfelf 
in  the  nuzes  of  his  own  incomprehenfible  hy- 
pothefis,  and  attempts  to  convert  others  to  the 
fame  predicament,  by  impofing  on  their  credu-> 
lity,  opinions^  of  whofe  latitude  he  himfelf  is 
^norant,  and  of  whofe  truth  he  himfelf  is  du- 
bious.    The  irreligion  of  the  voluptuary,  ope- 
rates no  farther  towards  the  conviction  of  others^ 
than  his  own  example  as  an  individuals  for  the 
irregularity  of  his  moral  conduA  plainly  Ihews 
the  inanity  of  his  principles,  and  deters  the  moft 
fimple  fcom  adopting  them,  through  a  fuppo- 
fition  of  their  fiiperiour  excellence.    But  fincc 
ic  fi^equently  happens^  that  the  Deift^  like  a  mo- 

naftlc 


tiiMt  impoftor^  in  order  to  give  it  ftabflity  to 
his  opinions,  executes  the  duties  of  morality 
with  irreparable  l*edulit3r,  and  difplays  the  mori 
engaging  qualities  o(  the  heartj  with  a  fafcinat'^ 
ing  deportment;  it  may  not  be  ftmil*8  to  confi- 
der  him  as  the  greater  and  more  infidioUs  cham* 
pion  of  infidelity,  and  to  endeavour  to  deduce 
the  fliort  claim'  of  fallacious  reafoning,  which 
conduAs  him  from  a  wavering  fcepticifm,  to  4 
downright  rcjedUon  of  revealed  religion* 

The  firft  objeftion,  which  is  generally  ftartcd 
on  this  fubjeA,  is  againft  miracles,  the  proba- 
bility of  which,  is  combated  from  the  uniform 
laws  of  nature,  and  the  truth  of  which,  is  un-» 
confirmed  by  the  immediate  evidence  of  the  fen- 
fes.  Mr.  Hume,  in  his  efTay  on  miracles,  con- 
(iders  the  teftinibny  of  unbiafled  htftorians,  as 
infufficient  to  eftablifh  a  violation  of  the  laws  of 
Nature,  As  the  latter  to  our  fenfes  feem  invio- 
lable, he  contends  that  nothing  which  tends  td 
invalidate  them  can  reafbnably  be  admitted,  but 
on  the  conviftion  of  thefc  fenfes.  Hifloric  tefli* 
mdhy,  however  flrong  and  impartial^  according 
to  bis  opinion,  is  lefs  to  be  depended  upon  in 
this  cafe,  than  uniform  experience.  Dr.  Camp* 
beU,  in  his  di/Tertatioii  on  miracles,  hai  fucce^- 
liilly  dctt&cd  the  &Uacy  ef  Hume's  argument 
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by  obferving^  that^  teftimony  hath  a  natural  in* 
fluence  on  belief  antecedent  to  experience;  th^^ 
moreover,^  the  uniformity  of  experience  in  favor 
of  any  fa£l^  is  no  proof  againft  its  being  re- 
verfed  in  a  fingle  inftance ;  that,  the  evidence 
of  even  one  man  of  known  veracity  is  fufficient 
to  eftablifli  a  belief  in  fuch  reverfion ;  and  that 
the  concordant  teftimony  of  thoufands  of  ap- 
proved integrity,  fwayed  by  no  motives  of  am- 
bition, lucre,  or  other  advantage,  but  liable  on 
its  account  to  pcrfecution,  and  death,  would  (if 
falfe,  according  to  Mr.  Hume's  mode  of  argu- 
ing) be  a  ftronger  violation  of  man's  natural 
and  uniform  conftitution,  than  thofe  miracles, 
which  it  attcfts,  are  violations  againft  the  laws 
of  nature. 

The  expanfion  of  Hume's  argument,  of  which 
the  above  is  a  mere  compendious  abridgment, 
has  frequently  been  fuccefsful  on  weak  minds, 
which  are  not  able  to  comprehend  any  thing, 
but  through  immediate  perception.  As  true  re- 
ligion, however,  can  never  be  eftablilhcd  on 
earth,  but  with  the  affiftance  of  miracles,  his 
exertions  are  direfted  equally  againft  all  religion, 
iinfupportcd  by  a  conftant  repetition  of  themi 
and  this  he  knew  muft  be  impofllble,  for  a  con- 
tinual violation  of  the  laws  of  nature  becomes. 

ia 
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in  courfe  of  time,  no  violadon  at  all,  and  vAat 
at  nrft  was  a  real  miracle,  bj  a  regular  foc- 
cefiion  is  aa  ordinary  event. 

From  a  difbelief  of  miracles,  the  fcepdc  con- 
fcquently  proceeds  to  a  difbelief  of  revealed  re- 
ligion, for  when  the  foundation  is  confidered  as 
falfe,  the  ftrufture  cannot  be  fecurc.  Here, 
therefore,  he  commences  Deift,  and  if  he  is  fa- 
tisfied  with  his  own  progrels,  is  content  to  pro- 
fe(s  a  Deity,  of  whofe  attributes  and  nature  he 
is  altogether  ignorant.  From  this  rank  of  infi- 
delity, the  mifanthropic  mind  frequently  dc- 
fcends  to  atheifm;  when  chrifldanity  is  rejeftcd 
as  too  limple,  and  contraAed  in  its  operations, 
the  profeffion  of  deifm  offers  no  better  pro/pe^ 
with  its  complex,  and  imaginary  foundations. 
Such  a  mind,  impelled  by  melancholy  and  mis- 
fortunes, argues  the  impoflibility  of  a  divine 
providence,  calls  off  all  dependance  on,  and  fi- 
nally avows  the  inexiftence  of,  a  Deity.  A  man 
of  this  difpofition  is  no  more  dangerous  to  die 
community,  than  the  infenfible  voluptuary,  finct 
perhaps  from  the  fear  of  benefiting  them,  he 
would  never  attempt  to  convert  others  to  his 
own  opinions:  And  though  it  muft  be  owned, 
tliat  many  other  cauies  befides  mifaochropy 
have  produced  atheifm,  and  that  niany  a  bitter 

enemy 
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enemy  to  religion  has  been  a  profefled  atfaeift^ 
yet  the  infidel^  whom  I  confider  as  the  moft 
dangerous,  is  he^  who  has  rejeded  as  vifionary 
the  evidence  of  chriftianity,  and  whofe  innate 
underftandmg  ftill  impells  him  to  the  belief  of 
an  univerfal  and  omnipotent  Creator  *•  If  we 
infpeft  a  litde  into  the  world,  we  may  obferve 
Aat  all  the  Ipccularive  arguments  of  the  deift 
do  lefs  mifchief  to  the  caufe  of  religion,  than 
his  more  modern  ironical  Iheerj  and  indirect  ia« 

*Tbe  chief  reaibn,  which  I  can  aifign,  fbr  this  opinion^ 
Is  grovnded  on  that  undeniable  axiom  of  logick,  that 
what  proves  too  mnch,  proves  nothing.  The  ibphiftry  of 
the  deiftis  exerted  to  prove,  that  the  difpenfation  of  Chrift 
is  an  impoftore;  that  of  the  atheift,  to  overtnrn  «tf  re« 
figion.  Mankind  are  lefa  ftartled  at  the  opinions  of  the 
former*  which  are  urged  with  fo  much  infidions  planfibi* 
Ihy,  than  at  thofe  of  the  latter,  of  which  all  vifible  ob« 
jeds  are  an  infurmottntable  refutation.  Of  any  thing  wm 
we  would  rather  lofe  a  part,  than  a  whole,  and  natoral 
leligion,  which  is  incompatible  with  atheifm,  is  ftill  bpeil 
to  a  man  who  has  embraced  the  wide  and  onfathomable 
tenets  of  deifm.  It  is  poffible  to  imagine  the  fyftem  of 
'  Chriftianity  as  a  human  impofture,  but  to  believe!  that  the 
keaveni  and  the  earth  are  human  inventions,  I  beliefe  no 
one  will  be  tempted.  The  difficulty  of  enforcing  con^c* 
tion,  on  this  eftential  point,  has  obliged  atheifts  tofappofe 
that  they  were  formed  by  a  fortuitous  conoonrfe  ef  atoms  a 
this  hypothefis  however  is  undone  by  the  manifeft  dcfiga 
and  order  difplayed  through  the  whole  creation* 

finuadoiis^ 
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finu^tions;  the  former  may  eafily  be  refuted  and 
czpoied^  but  Who  can  do  away  the  force  of  a 
contemptuous  ridicuk?    When  to  a  chara£ter 
fike  this,  are  joined  talents  the  mod  c5nfpicuous» 
and  moral  behaviour  the  moft  rigid,  who  can 
mnfwer  for  the  influence,  which  this  terrible  per- 
verfion  of  learning  and  virtue  may  have  on  die 
tnconliderate  and  ignorant?    Few  will  take  the 
trouble  of  enquiring,  what  motives  can  cauic 
any  one  to  fet  up  his  own  knowledge  againft  the- 
opinions  and  cuftoms  of  eighteen  centuries!  and 
the  majority  of  thofe  thus  inert,  will  naturally 
fuppofcj  that  fo  great  abilities,  attended  by  lb 
much  peribnal  good  conduct,  cannot  be  miiap- 
plied  to  a  wrong  end;  this  unhappy  dccepdon 
will  be  ftrengthened,  when  they  perceive  that 
cfae  imprelCon,   which  ridicule  never   fails  to 
make  on  the  mind,  cannot  be  erafed  by  the  fc^ 
nous  arguments  of  reafon,  truth,  and  religion* 

libertinifm,  mifanthropy,  pride  and  an  arro- 
gating felf-conceit,  though  heavy  charges,  are 
I  believe  the  main  fprings  of  infidelity:  The 
voluptuary  becomes  a  free-thinker,  the  mUan- 
thrope  an  atheift,  and  the  man  of  real  abiliaet 
and  uncormpted  morals,  is  often  tempted  to  I9« 
commend  himfelf  to  the  world  by  the 
fiogularity  of  his  opinions,  and  the  bold 
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of  combating  the  principles  of  an  cftabliflied 
fdigion.    Like  the  wretch,  who  fet  fire  to  Di- 
ana's temple  at  Ephefiis>   he  wifhes  to  perpe- 
tuate his  name  by  the  ruin  of  what  has  been 
die  admiration  of  ages.    SubjeAs  which  em- 
ployed the  clafiic  pens  of  an  Addifon,  or  a  John- 
ion  are  either  too  common  or  too  low  for  the  ex- 
ertions of  his  fuperior  abilities.    A  proftitution 
of  the  female  perfon,  when  it  arifes  from  want, 
is  intrinfically  blameable>  but  appears  guiltlefs^ 
when  compared  to  a  proftitution^  wliich  facri- 
fices  at  the  Ihrine  of  vanity  to  the  daemon  of  in- 
fidelity, the  effe^U  of  learning,  the  gift  of  ge- 
nius, and  even  the  chara&er  of  virtue. 

It  has  been  the  cuftom  of  many  of  thofe  wri- 
ters, to  take  every  opportunity  of  warning  their 
readers  againft  the  errors  of  fuperftition.  This 
advice,  if  accompanied  by  an  accurate  and  true 
ilefinition  of  the  failing,  which  they  fo  viru- 
lently atuck,  might  be  an  acceptable  prelcnt  co 
every  one;  fince,  though  the  prcfent  age  is  not 
given  to  any  indulgence  this  way,  it  is  impoffi- 
ble  to  be  too  much  on  the  guard  againft  any 
bigoted  infirmity.  But  it  is  much  to  be  feared^ 
that  under  the  diigraceful  name  of  fuperftition, 
diey  attack  that  worthy  piety,  which  confifts 
in  a  regular  attendance  at  divine  worihip,   and 

which 


TheTrifler.  189 

^hich  from  the  pure  diftates  of  charity,  incul- 
cates to  the  ignorant  and  poor,  the  precepts 
of  the  gofpel.  This  praftice  they  infinuate  as 
fuperftidous,  fmce  it  carries  in  their  opinion  be- 
yond the  point  of  neceffity  the  praftical  duties 
of  religion.  *  "  JVe  mujl  take  the  Kjowld^^  fay 
they,  •*  as  not  find  it\  reformation  is  not  the  hufin^ 
9f  in^idualsy  and  we  are  ctmmended  not  to  be  re^ 
Mgious  overmuch.  Tet  thefe  admonitions  are  contrary 
^  t9'eoery  maxim  in  human  affairs;  in  arts  and  letters 
the  mofi  conjummate  models  are  held  out  to  imitation. 
We  never  hear  any  one  cautioned  againfi  becoming 
too  wifry  too  learned^  or  too  rich:  Zeal  in  bujinefs 
is  accounted  commendable;  infriendjbipy  it  is  amiable^ 
m  tf//  the  peri  firing  concerns  of  earthly  things ^  it  is 
ixtolledy  as  exhibiting  marks  of  a  Jprightly  temper^ 
and  a  vigorous  mind.  Strange  that  to  be  fervent  in 
Jpirit  fbould  only  be  difbonorable  in  that  fingle  in^ 
fiance y  v}bich  ftjouldfeem  to  demand  unremitting  diU-^ 
gencSy  and  unextinguifhed  worth  /" 

In  a  work,  where  we  fee  a  propofition,  however 
bold  or  impious,  openly  laid  down,  and  fairly 
argued,    if  we  abhor  the  opinions,  we  at  leaft 

•  Sec  *•  Thoughts  0)1  the  manners  of  the  great;"  the  pc- 
Tufal  of  which  will  caul'c  every  reader  to  thank  me  for  re- 
ferring to  it.     The  pafTage  marked  in  lulics  is  taken 

admire 
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admire  the  candor  of  the  writer ;  we  apprehend 
danger,  and  fecurc  ourfelves  accordingly.  But 
when  in  the  difcuffion  of  a  common  fubjeft  wc 
difcover  religion  to  be  fecretly  ridiculed,  how* 
ever  poignant  or  witty  fuch  ridicule  may  be  con- 
trived,  we  equally  deteft  the  principles,  the  dif- 
ingpnuoufnels^  and  the  cunning  of  fuch  a  fiiake* 
To  conclude :  widi  regard  to  the  motives,  which ' 
induce  deifts  to  publifh  their  religious  creeds 
to  the  world,  I  affure  my  readers  that  I  fincerely 
believe,  none  were  ever  influenced  by  the  cha-  • 
citable  hope  of  benefiting  mankind  2  but,  on  the 
contrary,  that,  like  the  Arabian  impoftor,  they 
ima^ncd  moft  glory  might  be  won  by  the  fub- 
ftitudon  of  a  profane  religion,  on  the  ruins  of 
;t  divine  one.  Yet  thanks  to  that  intelligent 
Being,  who  has,  and  ever  will,  defeat  the  end  of* 
luch  diabolical  jimbition,  fuch  fyilcmatic  ma^ 
lignity! 
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0»a  Laifs  flaying  ih  Messiah, 

•T was  Harmony,  ycfacrcd  Nine, 
That  bade  ye  to  the  Earth  inclinej 

Eliza  touch'd  the  Lyre; 
HeaTen  ibon  caught  th'  inipu-ing  Sound, 
yUid,  as  from  Inipiration,  found 

Itielf  exalted  higher. 

The  loftieft  Theme,  her  Fancy  fir'd. 
Of  Heaven  flie  fung,  by  Heaven  inlpir'd. 

The  Atheift  trembling  heard; 
In  cv'ry  Look,  a  Heaven  cxprefs'd, 
Jo  cv'ry  Note,  a  God  confcls'd, 

^He  felt  the  Charm,  and  fear'd 

prom  Doubts  by  Harmony  released. 
His  Faith  with  Harmony  encreas'd. 

And  bleft  th*  Eternal  Caufc . 
Cecilia  jealoufly  furvey'd, 
7bc  Conqueft  which  Eliza  made 

Yet  breath'd  unmeant  Applau& 
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If  to  Cecilia's  foft-inlpiring  Worth, 
That  call'd  an  erring  Angel  to  the  Earth, 

Such  lading  Fame  be  given ! 
Then,  furc,  Eliza  claims  fuperior  Praife, 
Who  by  perfuafivc  Harmony  could  raifc 

The  Atheift's  Soul  to  Heaven* 
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of  their  adonation.  After  a  chafe,  which  lafled 
them  t^vo  thirds  of  their  life,  through  the  plough- 
ed fields  of  human  toil,  with  hedges  of  trouble,- 
and  ditches  of  fadnefs,  perpetually  intervening 
to  diverfify,  rather  than  alleviate  the  labours  of 
their  purfuit;  at  length,  heartily  tired  of  their 
fport,  they  ken  the  dear  objed  of  their  afFec- 
tion,  and,  if  they  may  be  numbered  among 
Fortune's  favorites,  find  themfclves  in  at  the 
death.  To  drop  the  metaphor,  by  the  time  our 
fedulous  old  fellows  arc  pretty  well  fhaped  for 
their  coffins,  they  find  thcmfelves  pofTcffcd  of 
an  handfome  fortune,  and  ^now  think  of  devot- 
ing the  reniainder  of  their  years  to  the  plcafures 
of  a  life  of  eafe  and  retirement.  But  this  is 
an  imaginary  draught  of  their  own  delineating ; 
they  are  grown  too  old  to  have  a  reliih  for  all 
they  once  .have  longed  for,  thofe  delicite  which 
tantalized  their  youth,  and  which,  could  they' 
then  have  caught  them,  .  miglit  have  rendered 
them  happy,  have  now  loft  their  enticements; 
in  fliort,  they  are  precifely  in  the  fame  deplorable 
cafe  with  the  mnnnnraieur  in  my  motto,  in  youth 
when  he  coukl  have  enjoyed  the  blcffings  of  life, 
he  had  not  wherewitli  to  procure  them,  and  now, 
when  this  is  in  his  power,  he  has  no  dcfire  for 
them.  A  true  rcpi  cfeiitation  of  the  ftate  of 
hunrun  -  life-,    where,   if  hapjpinefs  is  to  bfe  met 

vith. 
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with,  it  is  a  cure  to  our  mlfcrics,  for  which; 
no  recipe  (lands  prefcribed,  and  a  jewel  fo  rarely 
to  be  found,  that  the  wifeft  are  liable  to  mifs  of 
it.  But  if  an  old  man  thus  circumftanced  feems 
peculiarly  unfortunate,  and  envioufly  feledled 
as  a  candidate  for  Happinefs,  let  us  put  the  life 
of  his  heir  to  the  trial,  cleared  from  thofe  ob- 
ftruftions  which  impeded  the  hoped  for  prof- 
perity  of  his  Father,  he  has  it  in  his  power  to 
give  the  coy  maid  an  home  attack,  what  pro- 
grefs  he  makes  in  his  addrefles  the  event  will 
make  manifcft,  I  fear  tliey  will  prove  but  little 
favorable  to  his  prctenfions.  He  is  born  while 
his  father  is  accumulating  his  fortune,  educated 
according  to  the  Qattcring  profpccl  his  parent's 
prefent  circumftances  afford,  and,  at  length, 
left  heir  to  an  ample  fum  free  from  every  in- 
cumbrance, and  matter  of  himieif  independent  of 
ihe  richeft  and  mod  powerful.  I  need  not  add, 
his  fituation  though  it  may  create  envy,  will 
•^aufe  refpeft  in  his  neighbours,  and  command 
the  attentive  behaviour  of  all  he  is  acquainted 
■with.  He  is  now  at  the  criteiion  of  his  cidViny, 
«nd  like  another  Hercules,  it  ii  now  tharVirtrie 
and  Vice  prefent  themfclvcs  as  candid:;tc:5  to 
him,  and  leek  his  favour,  the  one  by  open  pro- 
feffionsof  her  future  benefits,  the  other  in  (<i'::n' 
ing  whifpers  of  what  flic  means  not  to  perform  j 
Q  2  but 
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but  here  the  fimilitude  v^^-^es;  regardlcfs  of 
the  example  of  Alcides,  he  fufFers  himfclf  to 
be  wheedled  into  the  embraces  of  vice,  and 
comm.ences  his  career  in  all  the  expence  of  mo- 
dern luxury,  a  devotee  to  falhion,  and  a  blind 
martyr  to  the  approximation  of  hi3  own  ruin, 
To  mention  gaming  and  borfe-racing  as  necef* 
fary  appendages  to  the  rou^ne  of  modiih  amufe^ 
mentSjj  is  perfeftly  fupcrfluoysi  the  pidh^e  is 
too  common  not  to  be  loiown,  and  prefents  jt- 
felf  bqt  too  naturally  t^  the  niind  a  finilhed 
piece.  As  iQng  as  the  golden  (beam  continue^ 
to  flow,  he  finds  a  friend  in  every  man  he  meets, 
is  flattered,  cajoled,  praifed  from  morn  to  night, 
ppr  i^  tl^e  important  qucftion  of  "  who  is  he  ?" 
ever  thought  of  till  the  vane  which  turns  hut  with 
^  fayoyr^blc  wind,  at  laft  fbuag^  fUU,  and  then  'ds, 
no  one  knows  hinu  By  this  time  the  gendeman 
is  equally  fenfible  of  the  infmccrity  of  his  new- 
made  friefids  and  the  enormity  of  his  own  folly. 
But  in  the  rnean  while,  where  is  to  be  found  that 
happificfs,  which  fcemed  to  invite  him  to  her 
arms?  From  the  moment  he  daihed  into  life 
to  the  inftant  of*  his  downfal,  no  fuch  being  can 
be  difcerned  among  his  numerous  acquaintance. 
She  indeed  fdclpni  refldes  among  the  circle  of 
the  great,  wherq.  the  fadgue  of  vifiting,  and  the 
toil  of  routS;,    l^^^Yh  ?^^^  ^  ^^  et^^ctcras  of 

highp 
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hig^  lifcj  rob  thorn  *of  all  ibcial  pleafures^ 
and  plunge  the  fond  victims  in  the  rapid  eddies 
of  Falhion:  Among  fuch^  as  yetj  he  has  beat 
his  route>  and  as  he  has  tailed  of  the  luxuries 
which  fall  to  their  fhare»  he  has  alfo  been  de* 
barred  from  theJbleflTings  they  find  themfelves 
deprived  of  A  lower  ftage  now  calls  him  to 
aftion;  it  is  not  his  lot}  like  the  fortunate  Pickle> 
to  have  a  fecond  hoard  entrufted  to  his  care; 
were  it  fo>  his  dear-bought  experience  might 
perhaps  ferve  as  an  helm  to  fleer  him  through 
die  refl  of  this  anxious  courfe^  and  tfcer  a  fine 
and  pleafant  voyage,  condudt  him  fafe  into  har- 
bour.*—-But  alas !  how  many  are  there  who  never 
know  what  it  is  to  have  money?  Fortune  mufl 
aft  a  partial  part  indeed^  to  fhower  two  eflates 
on  one  man^  whilfl  fhe  is  reje6ling  the  prayers 
rf  thoufands,  whofe  requcfls  are  truly  modefl, 
and  confined  to  a  wifh  for  a  fmall  and  trifling 
portion.  We  now  fee  our  youth  reduced  to  the 
*  horrors  of  labor^  and  doomed  by  his  own  in- 
confideracy  to  become  fubfervient  to  thofe^  who 
have  in  their  turn  oft  bowed  and  fcraped  before 
him;  to  adapt  one's-felf  to  hard  labor  after  a  life 
of  luxury^  to  banifh  the  refieftion  of  all  our  pail 
gay  fcenes>  and  remain  intent  on  the  fubjcft  of 
our  workmanfhipj  mull  be  a  difficult  tafk;  but 
to  afTociatc  with  thofe^   wc  fhould  onr  e  have 

looked 
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looked  on  in  fo  inferior  ft  light,  and  fchplars, 
nor  devoid"  of  tafte  ourfelves,  to  be  fubjefted  to 
the  converfation  of  Nature's  felf-taught  brood—. 
this  is  indeed  an  hardfhip  which  few  in  his  con- 
dition could  find  it  in  their  hearts  to  encounter, 
much  fewer,  if  once  prepoffefled^gainft  it,  could 
overcome;    and  yet  this  is  a  ftate,    which  the 
moft  affluent  are  liable  to  be  reduced  to ;  fo  fickle 
are  the  fituations,  fo  frequent  the  changes  of 
human  life,  that  little,    very  litde  dependancc 
can  be  placed  in  prefent  appearances ;  and  daily 
experience  tells  us,   that  neither  the  pomp  of 
outward  Ihow  is  to  be  relied  on,  nor  the  tongue 
of  envy  to  be  credited.     If  our  hero  can  not 
fubmit  with  patience  to  this  mortifying  neceffity, 
what  is  the  alternative?   Goaded  in  his  confci- 
ence  at  the  retrofj^eft  of  all  thofe  fcenes  of  folly, 
which  make  up  the  view  of  his  paft  condu<5l,  his 
mind  becomes  overclouded,  but  what  are  his 
fenfations  when'  he  looks  forward  ?  here  a  ferics 
of  misfortunes  without  hope  of  alleviation,  pre-  ' 
fents  itfelf  to  his  dillTafted  mindj  one  perpetual 
round  of  poverty,  and  diSirefs  from  the  moment 
he  Itarts,  to  the  time  of  hi."  death.     His  fortune 
fpent,  his  friends  (but  1  uch  men  merit  not  the 
name)  dcnf  to  his  entreaties,  his  relations  dead, 
poor,  unpitied,  he  knows  not  whither  to  fiy  for 
(helter,  till  his  mifeiiy  becomes  no  longer  able 

to 
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to  remain  in  contaft  with  the  natural  gloom  of 
aui  Englifh  difpofitionj  and  his  laft  care  is  to 
obtain  a  loaded  piftol— here  let  us  drop  the  cur- 
tain, to  fcreen  an  objeft  from  our  fight  whofc 
afciftion  awakens  our  pity,  and  fhuts  out  the  re- 
mennibrance  of  his  pad  conduct,  while  it  holds 
forth  the  laft  dread  fcene  of  his  life,  clad  in  all 
its  horrors.  If  Religion  had  ever  fhed  her  kind 
influence  on  his  youthful  mind,  it  might  have 
proved  a  balm  to  heal  the  laft  rent  of  his  mental 
illne(s;  but  his  parents,  too  much  addifted  to 
the  mania  of  getting  money,  had  probably  neg- 
lefted  this,  the  moft  eflential  part  of  their  fon's 
education  ;  or  perhaps  what  litde  of  rdigious 
knowledge  he  imbibed  from  their  lips,  was  fown 
\ipon  a  barren  foil,  where  it  took  a  feeble  root, 
and  became  quite  choaked  in  the  days  of  his 
affluence ;  or  had  fome  good  friend  laid  open  to 
him  thofe  facred  volumes,  which  inftrudt  us 
how  to  live,  and  by  the  blefled  example  they 
afford  us  for  our  pattern,  will  ever  prevent  thole 
from  laying  ra(h  hands  on  themfclves,  who 
ftudy  and  regard  them;  had  fuch  been  his  cafe, 
he  would  not  have  rufhcd  into  the  prefcnce  of 
the  Almighty  with  all  liis  imperfeftions  on  his 
head,  but  by  the  precepts  of  the  former,  or  by 
the  joint  force  of  precept  and  example  in  the 
latter,   have  been  fnatched  .fron[i  the   brink  of 

that 
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diat  precipice,  to  the  horrors  of  which  fb  manf 
of  oar  unh^py  countrymen  give  themfelyes  up 
deipairing  vid^ns ;  when  rcfleAion  has  yielded 
up  the  iway  ihe  had  over  them,  nor  longor 
whifpcrs  that  by  flying  from  worldly  evils,  dirfy  • 
jrt>n  the  rifk  (^  bringing  down  accumulated  pain 
upon  their  head^  and  plunging  themlelves  into 
a  ftate  of  endiefs  punifhment. 

In  neiAer  of  diefe  examples  is  the  oh^eSt  of 
cur  fearch  to  be  met  with ;  whither  then  fliall 
we  go  to  &ek  her?  In  the  higher  ftagcs  of  life 
fbe  is  not;  and  among  the  lower.  Penury,  I  fear, 
holds  men  with  too  tight  a  gralp  for  them  even 
to  enjoy  the  fweets  of  Happinefs :  die  life  of  a 
Shepherd  has  long  been  fung,  as  a  fccne  of 
blifs  unknown  to  other  ranks  of  life;  but  the 
laurels  of  Paftoral  feem  to  have  drooped  their 
once  gay  heads,  and  like  thofe  they  crowned, 
gre  known  no  naore.  This  felicity  of  ihepherdsf 
I  fufpeft,  has  ever  been  confined  to  the  Poet's 
brab,  and  all  die  defcripdons  of  their  elyiiaA 
fcenes,  are  rather  the  exaggerated  fables  of  a 
Ibnd,  enraptured  bard,  than  an  account  of  the 
true  ftate  of  paftoral  affairs.  At  prefent>  we 
are  not  to  look  for  happinefs  among  this  clafs; 
the  profeflion  of  tending  Iheep  is  much  declined 
m  its  faaie  fmce  the  days  of  Paris  s   Taflb,  in* 

deedj 
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edy  paints  a  Ihepherc^^and  his  family  prettily^ 
th  whom  the  lovely  Erminia  takes  refuge^ 
itTaflb  was  a  poet,  and  fidion,  every  on© 
iows>  is  the  foul  of  poetry.  In  France  tho 
iafiuits  are  too  poor  to  be  happy;  in  mod  parts 
;  Italy  they  are  much  better  off,  but  know  not* 
am  afraid^  xhtjkmmum  bomm ;  and  if  we  may 
dge  from  one  of  their  proverbs,  Nel  mordo  noff 
f dicey  Je  non  quel  cbe  muone  in  fa/cie^  (there  is 
)  one  happy  in  this  world  but  he  that  dies  in 
s  Twaddling  clothes)  the  modern  Romans  en- 
rtab  no  very  fanguine  expeftations  of  worldly 
tppinefs.  It  i^  but  five  years  that  the  peafants 
'  Germany  have  T^een  refcued  from  a  ftate  of  , 
iSilage,  and  thousands  of  them  are  (till  op- 
cflcd  to  keep  up  the  ftately  magnificence  of 
eir  petty  Princes.  The  Lazzaroni  of  Naples 
e  at  once  an  inftance  of  the  mifery  incident  to 
iman  nature^  and  the  bad  policy  of  a  govem- 
ent  in  this  refpefb  equally  injudicious  and  un* 
sling.  In  Pruflia  eyery  poor  man  that  has 
ore  (bns  than  one  is  liable  to  have  the  furplus 
apt  into  the  army,  and  they  are  diftinguilhed 
'  badges,  as  future  viftims  to  the  unprecedent- 
l  feverity  of  their  country's  difcipline.  The 
:h  fheep-walks  of  Spain  boaft  rather  of  the 
lenefs  of  their  wool,  than  the  profpcrous  ftate 
'  their  inhabitants.    In  Ihortj   not  our  own 

Shep- 
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Shepherds,  and  they  are  on  a  better  footing  than 
xhc  people  of  any  other  Country  I  am  acquaint- 
ed with,  (the  peafants  of  Switzerland  may  per- 
haps be  allowed  to  divide  the  palm  with  them) 
can  boaft  of  that  rural  blifs,  which  favoring  poets  . 
have  attributed  to  them,  or  profefs  themfelves 
in  a  fituation  fo  contented,  that  they  never  drop 
a  tear  on  fumming  up  their  wants,  or  waft  an 
envious  figh  towards  the  fplendid  majifions  of 
dieir  noble  neighbour?- 

It  is  plain  that  happinefs  is  confined  to  no 
particular  clafs;  and  from  the  examples  here 
given  a  great  fortune  often  proves  an  expedient 
'  diametrically  oppofite  in  its  cfFcfts,   to  what  is 
cxpeftedi  it  is  equally  certain  that  where  *'  mo- 
ney is  the  llandard  of  the  vahie  of  all  the  ncr  \ 
^clTarics  and   accommodations  of  life;"  no  one 
can  live  without  it,  a  competent  fhare,   there- 
fore, of  riches  is  abfoliitcly  requifite  to  place  a 
fnan  in  a  comfortable  fituation,  and  ftand  tl^^. 
corner  ftone  of  his  liappinefs  in  life.     IJuttF^'^^ 
acquifition  however  ncccfiaiy  a  llcp,  is  by  m'^^ 
means  the  only  machine  v;hich  muft  work  o  '^^' 
profperitv;  a  naturally  good  and  kind  dilpofitio  ^ 
improved  by  a  poliihcd  education,    ftrengthent-:^^ 
\)y  our  connection  with  men  of  fcnfe,  and  fofte:^'^ 
fd  by  our  iriti^rtourfe  ^vith  women  of  dclica^^ 
and  gent].-   iruiuif.-'s,  li  what  nd.'.pts  us  tot)*-  ^ 

ftit  ^t 
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Hate  we  look  for ;  thus  equipped,  our  pretenfi- 
ons  ftfcrri  "no  ways  ill  founded,  a  nian  of  the 
above  ftamp  is  certainly  entitled  to  happinefs, 
and  if  he  fucceeds  not,  it  will  be  owing  to  his 
want  of  judgment  in  the  feleftion  of  liis  friends, 
not  to  any  dcfeft  in  his  own  fituadon. 

To  whom  can  Riches  give  Repute,  or  Truft, 
Content,  or  Plcafurc;  but  the  Good  and  Jufl? 

'  P0P£. 

Matrimony  is  the  wreath  whicli  muft  grace 
Ills  fmile-decked  brow  to  round  the  fum  of  his 
blifs :  in  the  arms  of  a  fine  and  virtuous  woman 
he  will  find  himfclf  in  a  ftatc  of  paradifc,  which 
nothing  but  a  loving  and  beloved  progeny  can 
enhance  the  value  of,  nothing  can  impair  but' 
that  cruel  flroke  whicli  fooner  or  later  muft  fever 
kim  from  all  tliis  hoard  of  fleets. 

Pallida  mors  icquo  pitlfat  pedc  paupn-um 
Regumque  tunes. 

With  certain  ftep  alon  t  the  beaten  way. 

The  King  of  Terrors  Italics  in  quell  of  prey. 

The  happy  man  can't  dej.reca:c  his  blov/, 

.The  wretch's  prayer  ftill  finds  his  pice  too  ilow. 

Butxinward  prefling  to  t!ie  dcitiird  f^:ot, 

Hz  blends  impartial  in  the  coniLiion  lot 

The  Monarch's  palace,  aiii  tlic  Pcaliint's  cot 
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ONCE,  Billy  Mumi  fatigued  with  riiftiq  firCi 
Refolv'd  to  breathe  a  litde  London  air; 
A  Yquire  he  was,  by  ev'ry  clown  ador'd. 
And  generous  actions  mark'd  him  for  their  lonL 
Having  of  late  in  Fortune's  favor  grown. 
He  fix'd  to  come  with  tomCeclat  to  Town— - 
Poflefs'd  of  cv'ry  reguifite  of  art. 
To  play  with  credit  fome  more  noble  part^ 
Exalted  proje£ts  waver'd  in  his  fight. 
And  fiird  his  foul  ambitious,  with  delight. 
*Twas  when  Eleftion  widi  fubvertcd  laws 
Was  felling  members  to  fupport  their  caufc. 
Mum's  bolom  burnt  for  patriotic  fame,       ] 


im,    V 
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He  long*d  his  Country's  Glory  to  reclaim. 
So  Billy  bought  a  members  honored  name. 
Arrived  in  Town,  he  keeps  his  coach  andYour# 
An  open  cellar,  an  attraaive  whore — 
(Who  too  defirous  pants  to  raifehis  fame,  * 
Will  feldom  fcruple  how  he  gains  a  name,) 
E'en  fo  with  Mum,  befet  by  all  degrees, 
(And  fince  his  chief  dependence  was  to  pleafe) 
His  fole  endeavour  was  each  tafte  to  hit. 
The  Peer,  the  Scholar,  Moralift,  and  Wit. 
No  difh  was  grudg'd,  nor  wine  to  crown  the  bowl# 
To  charm  the  epicure,  or  jovial  foul;        -"■** 
And  few  his  guefb,  who  cou*d  ^rith  juftice  fay^ 
"  We  dine  in  common  as  we've  dinM  to  day." 
If  more  refin'd,  a  friend  fhou'd  fi^  for  )ovc. 
He  kept  a  female  antidote  above. 
He  prais'd  the  fawning  Courder  for  his  eafr^ 
And  all  his  tales  of  Court  were  Xure  topleafe^ 

Ntf 
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Nor  <Jid  the  Lawyer  vainly  plead  his  caiife, 
Tho'jufticclift'ningblufh'd,  Mumgaveapplaulc« 
But  fiift  of  all,  ye  patriotic  fe\v. 
His  chief  delight  is  centcr'd  moft  in  you ; 
Your  zeal  for  public  intereft  cou'd  charm, 
Altho*  you  promife,  what  you  ne'er  perform. 
With  fuch  plann'd  policy,  and  friends  like  theicj 
No  mortal  fure  was  better  formM  to  pleafe^ 
Fed  with  the  comforts  of  domeftic  lite^ 
Without  the  teazing  humours  of  a  wife. 
Companions  flock'd  in  numbers  to  his  boatx!. 
Where  unconftrain'd  each  adbed  as  the  lord. 
Such  conduft  made  the  country  member  known# 
And  gain'd  him  admiration  thro'  the  town. 
But  whereas  the  pen,  with  jullice  can  defcribe 
The  'fquire,  anK)ng  the  (enatorial  tribe ! 
With  lapientlook,  and  philofophic  face^ 
He  entering  made  liis  bow,  aixl  tock  his  place 
With  long- wrote  fpeeches,  bufinefs  ne'er  delay'd^ 
For  Aye,  and  No,  were  all  the  words  he  faid. 
And  i^  ky  chance^  the  intereft  of  the  State 
Shou'd  urge  the  patriots  to  a  warm  debate. 
Mum  fatinfilence,  heard  each  fide  contend,' 
ExtoU'd,  in  private  him   who  gain'd  his  end. 
And  thus  he  won,  but  never  loft  a  friend. 
But  when*  as  was  mod  frequently  the  cafej 
A  patriot  rofe  ixdth  laugiiable  grimace. 
Told  witty  (tones,  to  create  applaufe. 
And  crols  the  efforts  in  the  public  caufe. 
He  feldom  mov'd  a  mufcle  till  'twas  o'er. 
Then  if  his  intereft  fmil'd,  he  laugh'd  the  more* 
His  ftriA  attendance,  (for  his  pride  was  great 
In  being  efteem'd  attentive  to  the  Staoe) 
Engflg'd  the  gen'ral  eye,  while  moft  declare^ 
They  never  faw  fuch  ftri6t  attention  there  ^ 
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But  tfZ/allow'd  him  merit,  fince  he  catrtc. 
Whether  he  fpoke,  or  not,  'twas  all  the  fame. 
For  modern  days  have  feen  fuch  ftubborn  brutes. 
Which  only  golden  rhetoric  confutes. 
In  all  the  foam  of  patriotic  zeal. 
Roar  for  the  intereft  of  the  public  weal. 
Till  with  fuch  dear  ideal  plans  elate, 
They  lofe  their  reafon,  and  opprefe  the  State-— 
But  Mum,  refolv'd  they  never  (hou'd  complain. 
He  rofe  and  nodded,  then  fat  down  again. 
Long  had  he  hop'd  to  tickle  from  his  Grace 
Some  moderate  finecurc,  or  wealthy  place. 

^  But  then  his  wiflies  were  in  bows  cgnvey'd. 
And  one  kind  Imile  his  courtefy  repaid. 
But  now  he  ftrikes  at  general  applaufe. 
And  dares  infpeft  the  merit  of  each  caufc; 
Dares  praife  the  Minifter  in  long  debatCj, 
Swear  black  is  white  to  compliment  the  ftat€. 
In  fuch  like  fervice,  having  pafs'd  fome  years, 

'  He  died  rewarded  in  the  Houfc  of  Peers,  v 
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entered  at  dtatfonetis  DalU 


*^e  remarh  «f  LogOjAiIos  are  fi  frequently  "mtt  with  tt^ 
the  Daily  Papers^  that  it  wsuU  be  needlefs  to  repeat  tbenr' 
in  the  Triflcr, 

Monitor  on  loquacity,  taUs  toofajl  to  he  rationally  at^ 
tended  to. 

//incerefy  thank  Severus  for  iis  admonition^  hut  muJF 
affure  him  that  I  have  enemies  enough  to  give  my  foibles  tB 
the  world^  without  pUbltJhing  them  myfelf 
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Ttf  Timothy  Touchstone*  . 

S  IRj 

JL  HERE  are  in  the  world  a  fet  of  people  wlto 
are  ever  buQly  employed  in  mifconftruing  the 
fenfe  of  Authors,  and  placing  their  meanings  in 
a  light,  frequently  the  very  oppofite  to  the  one 
intended;  and  hence  it  fo  frequently  happens, 
through  the  medium  of  thefe  felf-denominated 
Criticks,  that  moral  literature  receives  the  check 
of  cenfur\ng  ridicule,  while  productions  of  aa 

R  alarming 
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alarming  tendency  are  welcomed  to  the  worrf 
with  all  the  infpiring  patronage  of  public  appro- 
bation. 

I  therefore  caution  any  reader  of  this  difpofi- 
tion  of  mind  from  falling  into  tlieir  natural  error 
with  refpeft  to  the  following  ftory,  which,  how^ 
ever  Jevercly  it  may  treat  .the  mifapplication  of 
fcholaftic  advantages,  was  never  intended  by  the 
Author  to  refleft  the  moft  trivial  (hadow  of  con- 
tempt on  the  general  encouragement  of  liberal 
education. 

A  few  weeks  paft,  I  ipent  a  day  with  a  friend 
at  the  weft  end  of  the  town,  (whom  I  (hall  dif- 
tingiiiih  by  the  name  of  Worthy)  who,  like  my- 
ftif,  had  rofe  from  indigent  circumftances,  by 
the  fuccefsful  events  of  induftrious  application, 
to  the  agreeable  eafe  of  independence — but  ftill 
pcrfcvcres  in  that  line  of  bufinefs  in  which  For- 
tune has  fo  favorably  conduited  him*  In  the 
fpring  of  life,  when  die  opening  fmiles  of  prof- 
])erity  were  faintly  dawning  on  his  labours,  he 
«fnited  himfelf  with  one  of  rank  and  fortune,  in 
every  refpeft  equal  to  himfelf.  Her  difpofitioii 
excelled  her  perfon,  and  yet  her  perfon  corrcf- 
ponded  with  his  wifties^  and  had  tradefmenof 
her  day  educated  their  children-  with  that  gene- 
rous 
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rous  liberality,  which  charafterizes  the  modern 
citizen,  ihe  had  moved  with  greater  credit  in 
her  prefent  fphere-of  life,  for  which,  apparently^ 
ihe  never  was  intended. 

Though  my  old  friend  Wortliy  could  not 
|>oaft:  many  literary  accomplifhments,   yet  hit 
-was,  I  fincerely  believe,  inferior  to  none  in  hor 
jiefty   of  heart ;  which,  in  my  opinion,  educa- 
tion may  improve,  but  can  never  properly  incul- 
cate.    Academical  inflrudions  may   enlighten 
the  moral  duties  of  Ufe;  but  where  the  heart  js- 
naturally  bad,  no  pious  leflbns  of  morality  can 
wreft  it  from  decay.     Mr.  Worthy,  however, 
had  fenfe  fufficient  to  perceive,  and  lament  the 
want  of  thofc   liberal  accomplifhments,  which 
he  refolved  his  childrcrt  (hould  never  covet  the 
pofleflTion  of  ^  at  lead,  nothing  ihoilld  be  denied 
on  his  part,  that  could  pofTibly  afford  theni  aq 
opportunity  of  enjoying  them. 

I  Ihall  now,  Mr.  Touchftone,  princi* 
pally  confine  myfelf  to  one  of  his  fons,  on 
whofe  account  I  introduced  you  into  his  fa- 
mily. The  cut  of  his  hair,  and  colour  of  hi^ 
coat,  belpeak  Iiim  immediately  of  the  eccle- 
fiaftical  trade;  and  by  the  affeftation  of  his 
conduct,  and  conceit  of  manners,  I  ihould  fuf* 
pcft  that  his  abilities  were  not  adequate  to  any 

other 
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other  dctupatkn  in  life.  I  was  introduced  to 
him,  as  one  of  the  honored  companions  of  his 
Other's  younger  dayg ;  a  fufHcient  qualification^ 
I  prefumed,  on  my  party  to  have  experi^iccd 
the  utmoft  relpeft  from  him.  But  it  produced 
the  very  revcrfe  of  conduft ;  he  fquintcd  care- 
lefsly  at  me,  made  an  inflgnificanc  nod,  and 
walked  away, 

.  While  dinner  was  preparing,  his  whole  at^ 
tention  was  paid  to  one  gentleman  in  company> 
who,  I  very  foon  difcovered  to  be  a  member  ow 
the  literary  world-  Th©  moment  dinner  wa^ 
^lyiounced,  this  Reverend  Puppy  qpened  upoi^ 
vs  with  all  the  yelp  of  a  young  harrier,  finding 
fault  with  one  difli  as  unfeafonable,  with  another^ 
us  unfafhionahle,  while 'his  parents  fat  ftaring^ 
at  each  other,  from  the  oppofite  fides  of  tho 
tabic,  with  all  the  filent  expreflion  of  humility^ 

After  the  difhes  were  removed,  my  friend 
Worthy,  with  all  that  glowing  honefty  of  ex- 
preffion  which  the  ideas  of  a  life  well  fpent  na-i 
turally  reflefb  on  the  countenance,  was  about 
placing  before  us  the  various  pleafiires  and  in^ 
conyeniencies  of  which,  in  our  youth,  we  had 
vnitedly  participated,  when  the  young  fcholar's 
&ce  aflumed  the  moft  menacing  appearance^ 
aiul  ifoe  ftorm  burlt  forth  in  nearly  the  following 
4  words; 
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words:  '^  Is  it  not  the  moft  unaccountable  cir* 
cumftance,  fir,"  addrclTing  himfelf  to  his  father, 
**  Aat  people  cannot  enjoy  the  profperous  gifts 
of  fortune,  without  reviewing  their  paft  fitua- 
dons  in  life  ?  As  a  man  of  fenfe,  the  father  of 
a  family  too,  you  ought  to  recoUcft,  that  a 
child's  favorable  introduftion  into  the  world 
depends  equally  on  what  a  parent  was,  with  that 
\vhich  he  immediately  isj  and  therefore  in  re- 
fpe6k  to  his  fon»  a  father  ought  as  much  as  pof- 
fible  to  avoid  dt&ourfing  on  any  topick,  that 
recalls  to  view  a  paft  period,  which  might  in 
any  degree  derogate  the  conlequence  of  his  pre- 
sent cjjaraftcr  in  life.'* 

The  father,  fo  far  front  being' enraged  at  this 
declamatory  reprpof  of  his  fgn,  fecmed  oftenta- 
tiouQy  happy,  in  being  die  cai^fe  of  difcovering 
to  the  company  his  oratorical  endowments. 
This  filial  reprpher)fipi)  had  the  defu-ed  efFeft. 
Mr.  Worthy  and  myfclf  were  as  two  diftinft 
creatures  frovfi  the  reft  of  the  family ;  we  dif- 
courfed  principally  wi^h  our  eyes,  while  the  rc- 
jnaining  part  of  the  company  were  feeding  their 
cars  on  the  enlightening  obfervations  of  the 
younp;  pedant,  and  his  friend. 

Bi|t  where  many  wife  heads  are  aflcmblcd, 
harmony  of  conduit  is  foon  kicked  our  of  com- 
pany* 
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pany;  the  mother,  forgetful  of  htr  feXj  (which 
in  her  fon's  opinion  is  not  very  clofely  allied  to 
reafon)  had  the  prefumption  to  interrupt  a  de- 
bate between  thefe  two  fcholars,  merely  to  in- 
trude a  remark  of  her  own,  and  which  not  being 
altogether  introduced  with  the  beft  grammad- 
cal  regularity,  fo  exafpcrated  young  logicky  that 
he  was  on  the  rife  to  treat  more  largely  on  the 
folly  of  parental  officioufnels,  wlien  I  niade  a 
motion  for  the  young  gcndeman,  as  he  had  taken 
the  trouble  to  ftand  up,  juft  to  incline  towards 
.the  chimney-piece,  and  ring  the  bell  for  my  fcr- 
vant ;  hemming  out,  at  the  fame^me,  an  excufe 
for  this  fudden  departure,  *^  that  having  been 
kept  up  late  the  preceding  evening  by  a  long 
debate  at  the  fc;iate,  I  thought  it  neceflary  for 
my  health  to  avoid  any  thing  of  the  kind  for 
fome  time  to  come."  Neither  the  father  or 
mother,  I  am  certain,  comprehended  my  mean- 
ing, 'and  as  for  the  fon,  for  his  own  credit,  he 
was  obliged  to  be  filent.  By  this  falutary  re- 
treat, I  moft  likely  prevented  the  threatening 
altercation,  (for  women  feldom  endure  tacitly 
the  language  of  reproof)  and  confequendy  the 
mother  had  repaid  his  remark,  though  perhaps, 
not  in  as  ricby  yet  in  as  honcft  a  coin  as  delivered 
to  her. 


On 
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On  my  way  home,  I  naturally  reflcfted  on 
iJie  abfurd  afFeAion  of  the  father^  and  pedant- 
ick  difpofidon  of  the  fon.  It  is  thus,  thought  I^ 
by  fuch  precedents  of  weaknefe^^and  imperti- 
nence, that  mankind  are  generally  induced  to 
paint  dotage,  the  confequent  efFeft  of  efteem  in 
old  age;  and  pedantry,  the  invariable  attendant 
on  youth  of  claffical  accompliihments. 

KeSexionj  like  an  intruding  coxcomb,  once 
countenance  his  vifits,  and  you  are  continually 
peftered  with  his  company.  In  vain  I  endea- 
voured to  eng^e  my  mind  from  this  melan- 
choly companion;  but  (till  the  paft  fcene  haunt- 
ed my  imagination,  and  commanded  attentive 
confideration.  I  conceived  that  the  pureft  fa- 
vour of  Providence,  might  be  fo  perverted  and 
mifliapened,  that  an  indifferent  perfon  would, 
at  firft,  doubt  whether  it  did  not  merit  rather 
the  tide  of  a  curjcy  than  bleffing.  I  frequently 
found  myfelf  difpofcd  to  return,  and  awaken, 
i&  it  were,  my  friend  Worthy  from  this  idle 
dream  of  affeftion,  to  make  it  appear  to  him, 
that  what  he  admires  in  his  fon,  as  the  efFeft  of 
rnerit,  is  nothing  but  a  cowardly  confcioufnefs 
of  a  fuperior  claffical  ability,  which  he  would 
tremble  to  employ  in  the  prefcnce  of  a  fuppofed 
equal, 

The 
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The  true  man  of  fcnfe  muft  be  confbiou^ 
ihat  his  duty>  nay,  fole  manner  of  tcftifying  Us 
gratitude  for  the  diitinguiihed  favour  from  his 
neighbours^  i3  to  defend  and  fecure  thofe  of  k& 
enlightened  undcrftandings  from  the  inadver- 
tencies of  folly,  and  wanderings  from  reafon. 
There  is  a  certain  time  of  life,  when  man  will 
repine  at  the  inftruftion  of  even  an  allowed  fu- 
perior,  however  delicately  delivered;  but  when 
counfel  is  urged  in  all  riie  damping  coloring  of 
cenfure,  doubly  poignant  too  as  coming  from  an 
acknowledged  inferior,  that  mind  mull  be  truly 
callous  to  all  fentiment  of  ffiul,  that  can  fit 
down,  having  experienced  fuch  wounding  ef? 
frontery,  and  fay,  "  I  am  contented/' 


?/>* 
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fkf  ROSE-TREE  (md  LAUREl^ 


A  ROSE  had  rear'd  its  moify  head, 
Clofe  where  a  Laurel'^  branches  fpreadj 
No  flow'r  was  c-er  fo  rich  in  bloom, 
No flowV  could  boaft  fuch  fweet  perfume: 
Each  mom  its  crimibn-tinted  die 
Alon^  attracts  riie  paflfing  eye. 
The  Laurel>  fimply  drefs'd  in  green. 
Was  fcarcQ  by.  any  mortal  fecn; 
Nor  could  its  verdant  beauty  raife 
The  fayor  of  its  mailer's  praife. 

Beauty,  fed  with  admiration. 
Seldom  'fcapes  from  affeftation; 
And  finee  'tis  prov'd,  that  praife  can  blind. 
Nay  oft  miflead  the  ftrongeft  mind, 
What  wonder  that  this  conqu'ring  po^V 
Should  overcome  a  fimplc  flow'r  ? 

♦ 
'Twas  in  the  blooming  month  of  May, 

When  Nature  Onilea  fcrencly  gay. 


The 
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The  Rofe,  in  fparkling  dew  array 'd^ 
Thus  to  die  lift'ning  Laurel  faid : 

**  .How  could  my  maftcr  thus  di%racc    ^ 
"  His  grounds  with  thy  infipid  race; 
*'  Or  fct  thy  ugly  plant  fo  nigh 
*'  The  glory  of  each  wond'ring  eye  ? 
"  Now  had'  thy  humble  root  been  fown 
"  In  lands  with  fervile  weeds  o'ergrowHi^ 
*^  Thy  branches  foaring  o'er  the  reft, 
^'  Perhaps  had  been  eftcem'd  the  beft." 

The  Laurel,  taught  in  wifdom's  fchool^ 
To  pity,  not  abufe  the  fool, 
This  weak-form'd  obfervation  broke. 
And  thus  the  giddy  Rofe  befpoke,  • 

'^  When  I  behold  fuch  beauty  giv'n, 
^'  I  praife  the  wond'rous  work  of  heav'n ; 
''  But  when  I  find  that  charms  like  thefe 
"  But  for  a  ftiort-tim'd  moment  plcafe, 
''  I  hold  ihee  in  another  view, 
^^  And,  praife  apart,  think  pity  due/* 

The  Rofe  indignantly  began. 
And  o'er  her  merits  proudly  ran. 
"  Can  charms  like  mine  e'er  know  decay? 
"  The  glory  of  the  rifmg  day ! 
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**  Do  not  the  fair  my  blufhes  feek, 

^^  To  give  perfection  to  the  cheek? 

*^  What  odour  like  the  rofe's  bloom 

*^  Can  ever  yield  fuch  fweet  perfumef ! 

*'  And  fince  each  flow*r  is  doom'd  to  die — 

*^  For  thou  muft  fade  as  well  as  I — 

**  When  withering  on  a  fair  one's  breafl, 

"  Who  wou'dn't  die  to  prove  fo  bleft  ?" 

''  'Tis  true,"  the  Laurel  tree  reply'd, 
*^  Nor  have  I  oncc.your  charms  deny'd. 
**  If  fuch  poor  trifles  ftamp  thee  bleft, 
««  Thou  bloom'ft  unrival'd,  'tis  confeft. 
«*  Of  charms  like  thine  I  boaft  but  few, 
**  But  they  are  permanent  and  true. 
/^  Should  Fate,  unkindly,  bid  thecftand, 
'^  Uncropp'd  by  any  fair  one's  hand, 
*'  How  wouldft  thou  weep  the  firft  cold  day 
*•  That  gives  thy  beauty  to  decay; 
'*  When  never  more  thy  wonted  bloom 
*'  Can  fccntthe  air  with  richperfumei 
**  To  fee  thee  difregarded  die 
^*  By  cv'ry  objeft  paffing  by  ? 
**  Then  wouldft  thou  pray  for  weeds  to  Ipread, 
'^  And  hide  thy  low-declining  head  : 
"  Thy  reafon  then,  too  late,  would  chide 
*'  The  folly  of  thy  felf-rais'd  pride." 

*^  'Tis 
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*^  'Tis  wifely  fpoke,"  the  Rofc-trcc  {aids 
As  fcornfblly  fhc  rais'd  her  head : 
«  Had  fuch  advice  from  friendfhip  iprung, 
"  It  might  my  foolifh  pride  have  ftung  j 
"  But  when  fuch  moral  thoughts  I  find 
*'  The  diftates  of  an  envious  mind,  , 

*^  If  faults  I  have,  they  ftiall  remain, 
^^  And  thou  remonftrate  but  in  vain*" 

\. 

The  Laurel,  firft  with  pity  figh*d. 
Then  to  its  neighbour  thus  reply'd:  ii 

^^  How  could  e'er  Nature  thus  difgracc  •  *^ 

*^  With  Folly,  fo  divine  a  face ! 
«  Think'fl:  thou,  pert  Rofe,  that  thy  difdain 
**  Could  ever  caufe  a  moment's  pain  ? 
"  Had  I  a  claim  to  charms  like  you> 
*^  I  might  have  envied  then,  'us  true.: 
"  Tofee  a  rival  bloom  fone^r, 
**  Might  ftrike  a  handfome  fool  with  fear. 
*'  When  winter's  quick-approaching  hour 
*^  Shall  crop  each  newly-fmiling  flow'r, 
*^  Then  (hall  the  Laurel's  glory  raife 
*^  A  triumph  to  the  voice  of  praife. 
"  The  viftor's  brows  my  branches  crown, 
^^  The  glorious  emblems  of  renown  j 
*'  My  life  with  pleafure  I  would  give, 
*'  If  by  my  death  true  worth  could  live. 

"  Then 
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^*  Then  boafl:  no  longer,  filly  flowV, 

**  The  pafling  beauty  of  an  hour, 

**  But  learn  from  Reafon^  e'er  to  prfze 

^*  Subftantial  worth  which  never  dies ; 

*^  And  ne'er  permit  thy  pride  to  glow 

^  With  idle  pomp  of  outfide  fhew." 


THE      MORAL. 

Hence,  lovely  woman,  for  thy  fake. 
From  the  weak  Rofe  example  take-: 
Let  not  the  beauty  of  thy  face 
The  anions  of  thy  mind  dilgrace  ; 
For  charms,  which  fmile  to  pleafe  the  «yCj 
Bloom  for  an  hour,  then  fade  and  die : 
Thofe  only  true  admirers  Hnd 
Whofc  worth  can  captivate  the  mind. 
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trosy  Tyriufjue  tnihi  nuHo  dijarimine  agetutk. 
Tyiiansj  Trcg'ans  are  to  me  thefamei 

VlRClLi 

XO  diviift  oktrfelres  of  national  prejudicei  and 
ick>&  cKift*  minds  from  the  (hackles  which  too 
Vfkth  fway  our  pafllons>  and  bind  up  our  reafon^ 
Whilft  they  give  a  full  fcope  to  our  prepoflef- 
iioiB---to  behold  mankind  with  a  general  ejre^ 
— and  freed  from  the  banic  of  partiality  to  alldw 
wtxj  nation  its  refpeftive  mitii,  is  a  funftion^ 
llDwever>  worthy  every  man's  attainment^  and 
Adapted  to  his  nature^  which  few  take  any  pains 
•0  acquire^  flill  fewer  become  perfeft  mafters  of 
The  common  people  of  both  nations  (with 
tefpeft  to  the  Engliihj  I  (peak  from  daily  ex- 
{)erience;  and^  as  to  the  French>  I  have  the 
authority  of  Voltaire  himfelf)  may  bq^faidlta 
fuck  in  this  paflfon  with  their  mothers'  mOliv 
The  inftrudions  diey  afterwards  receive  Mtliis 
head»  from  th«ir  parents  and  tKcir  co«itiymen> 
S  arc 
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arc  no  ways  fitted  to  diminifli  the  ardor  of 
thole  ungenerous  fcntiments,  with  which  their 
early-formed  opinion  of  other  nations  is  impreg- 
nated. No  fooncr  arc  they  capable  of  under- 
{landing  what  is'faid'to  them,  than  cacR  is 
taught  to  look  on  the  other  as  his  natural 
cneray,  and  to  hold  him  in  contempt  whenever 
lie  meets  with  him.  The  Englifhman  points 
out  Monfieuvy  and  with  a  hearty  laugh  ridicules 
\m  light  behaviour  in  all  the  ponn^  of  felf^pi- 
niated  fuperiority;  the  Frenchman  fhrugs  his 
flioulders,  turns  up  his  nofc,  and  wheels  round 
on  his  heel  to  cfcape  from  the  company  of  John 
Bull,  whofe  converfation  he  conceives  to  be 
upon  a  par  with  his  behaviour^  dull,  unpo- 
lifhcd,  and  uninterefting.  Both  judging  from 
the  received  belief  they  have  long  entertained 
of  each  odier's  qualities,  never  make  their  own 
experience  die  tcft  of  their  opinion;  but  part 
as  they  met,,  equally  difguftcd  with  the  condujsb 
of  each  other.  Were  it  poflible  to  ftrike  the 
long-fomented  fyftem  of  prejudice  from  tl^c 
breaft  of  either,,  they  would  have  difcovercd 
dieir  cliaractcrs  in  their  true  lights  and  probably* 
.  found  with  how  great  a  degree  of  injuftice  this 
^univerfal  charge  is  laid  againft  both  nations, 
^andhow  barbarous  is  the  idea  of  having  a  na^ 
;  tion-jfbr  our  natural  fgc>  whom  we  are  born  to 
:  I  hatc^ 
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4iatc,  to  defpifc,  and  to  execrate.  The  caufe 
of  this  felfifti  principle  muft  be  referred  to 
the  long,  numerous,  and  bloody  wars  which 
Jiavc  engaged  the  acrimony  of  both  nations, 
and  wound  up  the  chain  of  their  animoficy  to 
an  almod  pitch  of  phrcnty.  In  thofe  times 
every  child  was  inftnifted  in  hns  father's  caufe 
of  hatred,  and  quickly  caught  a  fpark  of  the 
general  flame;  then,  like  another  Hannibai, 
iwore  before  his  fanguinary  parent,  never  to  en- 
ter into  a  friendly  league  with  the  common  ene- 
my; but  ftrive  to  cut  cfFas  many  as  lay  in  his 
power,  fighting  rather  to  deftroy  a  brave  peo- 
ple, than  to  d^end  Ws  cowntry.  Such  was  the 
fMonia  which  infedted  our  unhappy  anceftors  on 
both  fides ;  ftich  the  origin  of  that  detcftablc 
paflion,  which  has  defcended  to  the  poftcrity  of 
each  nation,  and  infcfted  us  with  an  indifcrimi- 
nate  partiality  for  every  thing  done  by  our -coun- 
trymen, or  confined  within  the  narrow  limits 
of  either  kingdom.  "  Seas,  mountains,  rivers 
(iays  Dr.  Moore  in  his  tour  through  Italy)  arc 
geographical  boundaries,  but  never  limited  the 
good  will  or  efteem  of  one  liberal  mind."  Would 
that  this  liberality  of  fcntiment  pervaded  the 
bulk  of  either  nation !  At  prefent,  a  liberal  edu- 
cation appears  indifpenfably  neceflary  to  the  ac- 
quirement of  liberal  opinions,  and,  as  it  is  im* 
S  5  poflible 
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fiofl&le  for  the  commonaltjr  of  either,  nation  (6 
enjoy  this  ineftimable  privilege,  the  wai^t  of  i( 
in  i>a  cafe  more  flagrantly  difcovers  itfelfj  than 
in  that  mean  and  vile  notion  t^ey  entertain  of 
each  other's  abilities.  Hatred  feems  herd  to 
have  fcattered  her  feeds  in  a  mod  prolific  ipot, 
4Uid  Envy  is  fcen  ever  ready  to  depreciate  the 
noble  qualities,  and  taii^t  the  bright  hue  of  the 
moft  upright  charaAers,  among  thofe  whom 
they  re(pe£Uvely  look  on  as  their  nai;i]ral  ene^ 
mies.  On  feeing  two  nations  thus  {»tsjudiced 
in  fitvor  of  themfelves,  and  blindly  Oppofed  ^ 
that  of  their  neighboursj^  one  i*  led  to  tajne  t 
view  of  what  each  may  pride  itfelf  on,  and  in? 
▼eftigate  the  fubjeAs  of  their  natural  prep6fliB£p 
fiOQ.  And  firltj  as  the  chpiceft  blefling  Heaven 
'^eftows  on  man^  what  privilege  can  the  Frend^ 
oppofe  as  a|i  equivalent  to  Britiih  Liberty?  It 
is  not  France  only  that  may  remain  filent  at 
fuch  a  challenges  no  nation  on  earth  enjoys  a 
ftate  of  liberty  equal  to  th{it  of  England  j^^ 
Switzerland,  if  any  dare  it,  Ihould  be  the  firft  to 
dilpute  the  baySj^  like  Salius  in  the  iEneid : 

^*  Proximus  buic'—longo/edproximus  intervali^ 
^'  InJequkHrr 

The  States  of  Switzerland,  fome  Ariftocraticji 
(cKK^e  Pemocratic:!  we  might  fofpef^,  from  their 
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fiiinei^  of  jarring  in  their  prindpfes :  hcmewtt^ 
tkaa^  chejr  differ  in  namci  wd  vary  a  little  ife 
their  coihueral  yicwn  of  inteteft,  fttU  thejr  all 
tcndj  though  bf  differatc  meani,  to  one  grand 
obfeft,  namely,  the  permanent  eftabUlhment  of 
their  country's  liberty, 

.  Mr^  De  Lolme>  a  native  of  S^tzerlAnd>  fiift 
Tiewed  the  nature  of  our  conftitution  ynA  an  eye 
of  rapture  and  aftonifbmenc.  Charmed  vnA 
the  profpe^l  which  ;he  vu  of  combined  cficdb 
prefented  to  hini,  he  reiblved  to  inveftigate  the 
ipringt  of  a^biopi  and  unravel  the  clue  m^tch 
lerminates  in  fo  fine  a  thread:  by  this  his  adnn^ 
radofi  was  (till  more  heightened,  and  he  has 
publiihfd  a  Treaufe  on  the  fubjefti  which  6ix^ 
honof  p  him  as  an  Author  and  a  Man,  and 
W}D  remain  a  plume  of  glory  to  the  Eoglifli 
Conftitutioni  as  the  iubje&  of  ib  juft  and  able  a 
perfbnmnce. 

Amoqg  die  firft  clafs  of  men  in  France,  the 
Riilitary  officers  in  particular,  there  is  a  point 
of  honor  fubfifting  in  full  influence,  which  feems 
to  be  tiitfrimtim  m$Hle  of  all  their  aftions.  If 
we  liftep  to  Voltaircj  who  fpeaks  of  this  inde- 
fcribable  principle  in  a  ftfain  of  rapture  which 
bears  him  beyond  the  mounds  of  truth;  he  with 
great  coohiefs  affirms,  that  his  countrymen's 
Jopies  in  the  field  are  owing  to  this  prepofleflTion. 

?*  Our 


^^  Our  Knights^  (iays  diat  Author)  dazzled  fay 
a  fedu^ive  blaze  of  glory,  fcomed  artifice  ani 
delay,  and  wptild  always  get  the  vidory  by  pure 
dint  of  valour,  auid  in  open  6eld,  when  they 
might  have  deftroyed  or  ftarved  the  enemy  only 
by  having  a  little  patience.  At  Crefley,  at.PcMC- 
tiers,  at  Vemeuil,  at  Agincourt,  at  Pavia,  &c. 
we  were  beaten,  and  generally  ihall  be  fo  upon 
.our  own  principles/'  In  all  that  I  have  read'of 
ihis  excellent  writer,  I  never  met  with  (6  flagrant 
ij^Jl^reach  of  truth,  or  declamation  fo  void  of  ar- 
^ment.  If  he  intended  this  judicious  enquiry 
jOtQ'^aufes  by  way  of  encouragement  and  con* 
folation  to  his  countrymen,  he  was  weak  not  to 
forefee,  that  every  man  of  common  fenfe  muft 
frnile.at  fuch  an  artifice.  If  he  meant  to  impair 
the  fame  of  our  well- got  vidlorics,  his  atteoipt 
is  ftill  more  inefFcftqaK  The  glories  of  Creflcy 
and  Poiftiers  will  ring  in  the  ear,  and  throb  in 
^e  bofom  of  every  true-born  Briton,  to  our 
Jateft  pofterity,  when  the  elegant  writings  of 
Voltaire  fhall  afford  pleafure  but  to  a  few»  and 
fuch  invidious  pafTages  as  this  ferve  but  to  fully 
the  blooming  verdure  of  his  own  laurels.  But 
(for  I  have  ftrayed)  this  love  of  honor  it  is 
which  leads  their  Heroes  to  the  field,  and  their . 
PucUifts  to  the  fatal  fpot.  It  has  been  faid  of 
the  French,  that  their  Officers  will  always  Jea^ 
3  if 
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tf  the  Soldiers  will  follow;  and  of  the  Engliih, 

that  their  Soldiers  will  always  purilie,  if  theO£^ 

ccrs  will  (hew  the  way.     This  general  refleftion 

iecms  to  have  come  from  the  mouth  of  a  French* 

,n!^^  fince  there  is  as  great  a  doubt  implied  of 

tbi^  courage  of  the  Britifh  Officers^  as  of  that  of 

the  French  fbldiers;  an  eftimate  at  once  partial, 

and  to  us  highly  degrading.     But  the  maxim 

inuit  at  laft  prove  in  our  favor;  for,  our  fbldiers 

they  allow  to  be  brave,  and  as  to  the  valour  of 

,our  Officers,  we  defy  them  to  alledge  fufficient 

"^proofs  of  the  contrary  to  ground  a  general  axiom 

on.     Our  Officers  are  always  as  ready  to  lead, 

as  our  Soldiers  are  eager  to  follow.     Bodi  ani^ 

mated  by  that  fpirit  of  conqueft  which  the  love 

of  a  free  country  never  fails  to  infpire.  Glory 

fummons  them  to  the  field,  Valour  leads  them 

tt>  viftory,  and  Mercy  whifpcrs  them  to  fparc 

their  haplefs  foes.     To  the  voice  of  all  theie, 

the  Britifh  Commander  and  the  Britifh  Private 

are  equally  obedient.     There  is  no  general  rule 

without  exceptions;  but  our  enemies  are  always 

ready  enough  to  point  thefe  out.     In  Statefmea 

we  muft  grant  them  to  be  more  than  our  rivals; 

not  that  our  nation  has  been  barren  in  producing 

great  and  able  Miniftcrs  -,  we  have  many  to  boaft 

of:  but  this  is,  above  all  others,  the  branch  of 

national  glory  in  which  France  mufl  be  allowed 


aj4  Tbi  TRftiis,* 

MO  cxceL  The  reigns  of  many  of  her  kingi  are 
to  the  full  as  well  known  from  the  mafteiif  tniii 
of  poIicicSf  and  admirable  manoeuvres  of  her 
Prime  Minifters»  as  by  the  aAions  of  her  Mo- 
narchsi  whilft  the  page  of  her  hilfcory  condmies 
to  diiplay  fuch  names  as  SuUy^  Richelieu,  and 
Colbert  all  Europe  muft  remain  contented  to 
yield  the  palm  to  her  in  this  valuable  artidc* 
But,  though  France  defervedly  bears  it  away  by 
the  number  of  her  excellent  Statefmen,  I  believe 
fhe  cannot  find  a  champion  in  her  roll  of  wor* 
chies  to  equal  die  all-actompliihed  Duke  of 
Marlborough.  Left  I  fhould  be  thought  to  (peak 
with  a  partial  enthufiafin  iii  his  hvof,  I  Aiall 
quote  his  charafter  from  the  fame  celebrated 
Hiftorian,  as  given  by  him  in  his  l^hrf  4/ 
Obarles  tbi  Xlltb  ef  Swiden.  «'  This  ixiaos  Kdio 
never  befieged  a  town  which  he  did  not  take,  nor 
fi)ught  a  battle  which  he  did  not  gain,  was  at  St^ 
James's  a  perfeft  Courtier,  in  Parliament  thtf 
head  of  a  Party,  and  in  foreign  Courts  the  tnoft 
able  Negotiator  of  his  time»  He  did  France  as 
onich  mifchief  by  his  Politics  as  by  his  Arms/' 
How  glorious  and  incomparable  a  character  I  tad 
that  too  from  the  mouth  of  one  whofe  eouttCrj 
had  fufiered  if>  much  from  this  very  man !  BiiC 
Voltaire  is  here  himielf— divefted  of  prgudice, 
and  amply  atoning    for  what  he  has  feid  of 

Crcflty 
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Crcflcy  and  Poiftiers  in  his  Spirit  of  Nations^ 
The  gaiety  of  the  French  is  as  much  preferable 
to  the  gloom  of  an  Engliflirra.-;'i  aifpofirion,  a^ 
the  good  fcnfe  and  ratio r  .1  converfation  oT  the 
Jatter  is  to  the  firkit  iiianncrs  and  frivolous  chatr 
terjng  o^  the  foniier.  I  fpeajc  generally.  Many 
men  of  folid  underftanding,  deep  erudition,  an4 
rational  difcourfe,  are  to  be  found  in  France^ 
and  numberlels  fiily  fellows  fpi  ing  up  in  Engr 
land>  whofe  whole  ftudy  is  to  ape  the  faults  an4 
blemifhes  of  their  neighbours;  nor  are  they  in 
them  even  perfeft.  In  commerce,  their  fcale 
certainly  kicks  the  beam;  but  after  all,  on  com- 
paring notfcs,  neither  will,  I  believe,  find  them- 
iclves  entitled  to  that  eminent  fuperiority  no- 
thing lefs  than  a  preconceived  idea  of  whiqh 
could  poflibly  puff  up  their  national  pride  to 
fuch  an  height.  Our  counuymen  refort  to  Paris 
in  much  more  numerous  tribes,  than  our  neighr 
hours  who  vifit  London;  and  I  wifti  the  praftice 
ftill  to  continue.  Nothing  polilhes  an  Englifh- 
man  fo  much  as  foreign  travel,  or  ferves  fo  Well 
to  free  his  mind  from  the  narrow  and  falfely- 
foundcd  notions  of  home-bred  excellence,  which 
he  imbibes  in  his  childhood,  and  too  frequently 
encourages  when  he  is  grown  to  years  of  matu- 
rity, at  the  exigence  of  his  good  fenfe,  and  the 
rifk  of  continually  forfeiting  all  claims  to  a  clear 

and 
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and  upright  judgment.  He  can  no  where  expe- 
rience a  more  courtly  reception  than  that  which 
he  will  meet  with  at  thil  "  *  modem  Athens/' 
The  politenefs  of  the  people,  frdm  the  King  to 
the  (hoeblack;  the  ftrenucJus  endeavours  dicf 
exert  to  j^eafe,  and  render  him  happy  ^  the  brifkj 
the  open  behaviour  of  the  meti;  and  the  eafy  ac- 
cefs  to  the  acqliaiiitance  of  the  ladies^  whde  wit 
ind  vivacity  would  anrtply  compenfate  for  want 
of  beau ty^  were  it  needful ;  all  confpire  (nor  have 
I  enumerated  half  their  good  qualities)  to  make  a 
man  fupremely  blefied  whilft  among  them,  and 
to  eradicate  that  bafe  opinion  which  he  has  luf- 
fered  himfelf  to  be  influenced  by,  and  which  he 
has  too  long  entertained  of  a  brave  and  generous 
people;  a  people,  whom  he  has  heard  unjiiftly 
rcproadxcd,  and  whom  he  never  knew  till  their 
unexampled  cheerfulneis,  their  great  hoipitality, 
and  their  every  ways  agreeable  conduft  towards 
him,  retort  his  bafe  reflexions  on  himfelf,  and 
teach  him  never  to  blame  but  with  a  juft  caulc^ 
and  to  know  the  caufe  to  be  juft  by  his  own  ex- 
perience. C. 

*  M.  de  Ydtairc. 
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*£(>f09  \rc'-i\yi%  Bat  iroXe/uMc  yiyJjjfavt  iM>»n» 

*i«— Hadeo  to  thy  taikit  tt  home. 
There  guide  the  fpindle,    and  dired  the  loom* 
Me  glory  fummons  to  the  martial  fceoes 
The  fiCld  of  combat  is  the  'fphere  of  men* 

JVANK,  charafter,  and  fituation>  make  a 
material  difference  in  the  circumftances  of  good 
and  evil.  What  excites  our  adnniration  in  one 
perfon,  in  another  may  provoke  our  cenfurci 
The  gaiety  of  youth  becomes  not  the  gravity 
of  ages  and  the  paflive  obedience  of  the  clergy 
would  prove  a  poor  fubftitute  for  aftive  valor 
in  the  foldier. 

The  motto  prefixed  to  this  number   contains 
a  leffon  extremely  proper,  not  only  for  Andro- 
mache  (to  whom  it  was  addrefled^)  but  (ot 
T  woman- 


a40  IThe   Trif.ler. 

womankind  in  general.  "  Let  women  prcfide 
in  all  domeft\p  affairs,  and  let  their  judgments 
te  decifive  in  the  appointment  of  fafhions;  but 
fuffer  the  politicks  of  nations  to  be  diredted  by 
men,  and  entruft  the  agency  of  warlike  matters 
to  hands,  by  nature  more  adapted  to  its  rough- 
nefs."  Such  was  the  advice  of  the  celebrated 
Trojan,  whofe  wifdom  co-operating  with  his 
bravery,  for  near  ten  years  proved  the  bulwark 
of  a  Country,  obnoxious  to  the  gods  for  its  impi- 
ety, and  marked  out  by  fate  for  inevitable  dc- 
Itruftion. 

^?Vhere  Heftor  left  off,  I  Ihall  therefore  be- 
gin with  premifing  that  fince,  at  prefent,  there 
are  few  Penthefileas  and  Camillas  exifting,  I 
might  poffibly  point  out  a  foible  more  prevalent 
in  the  fex,  than  that  alluded  to  in  his  fpeech. 

No  age  has  been  more  diftinguifhed  by  the 
learning  of  its  women  than  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury. It  mufl:  be  confeffed,  that  many  female 
pens  arc  wielded  with  an  ability  that  wpuld  by  no 
means  difcredit  the  moft  enlightened  underftand- 
ing;  nor  has  the  world  been  flow  in  bellowing 
the  tribute  of  applasufe  fo  juftly  due  to  their  wri- 
ting. But  we  admire  them  more  as  authors, 
than  eflcem  them  as  women.  Few  men  would 
^I  imagine)  wifh  their  wives  and  daughters  to 
[.refer  Horace  and  Virgil  to  the  care  of  their  fa* 

milics> 
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milies,  or  a  iedulous  purfuit  of  intricate  points 
in  Epiftetus,  to  a  prudent  managenicnt  of  do- 
meftic  affairs. 

To  forbid  the  ufe  of  pen  and  ink  to  kdies,  is 
far  from  my  intention.  I  think  poetry  a  pleaf- 
ing  employment  for  their  vacant  hours,  and 
novel-writing  well  adaj>ted  to  female  ingenuity. 
It  is  clafTical  knowledge  that  I  would  wifh  to 
withhold  (as  iifelefs)  from  thw'ftudy;  and  fe- 
male pcdanDy  is  the  objeft  of  my  ridicule, 
^'"if,  whilft  beholding  an  elegant  building,  we 
learn  that  it  was  planned  by  the  owner,  whofe 
fortune,  inadequate  to  the  expence,  fell  a  facri- 
fice  to  the  coftlinefs  of  his  edifice  5  though  we 
cannot  refufe  our  admiration  to  the  produAions 
of  his  genius,  yet  that  imprudence,  which  en- 
gaging in  purfuits  ill  adapted  to  its  fituation  in 
life,  prepares  its  own  ruin,  muft  ever  meet  with 
our  contempt.  In  like  manner  we  admire  the 
diligence  and  claQical  knowledge  which  could 
give  us  a  correft  tranflation  of  an  obfolete  Au- 
thor, form  a  perfedt  edition,  or  compile  a  Lexi- 
con ;  yet  when  we  learn  tliat  it  is  the  work  of  a 
Lady,  however  highly  we  may  prize  her  pro- 
duftions,  we  miift  pity  that  error  of  judgment 
which  could  engage  her  in  purfuits  fo  repugnant 
to  female  delicacy,  fo  derogatory  to  the  natural 
charafter  of  her  fex. 

That 
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That  we  applaud  even  this  exertion  of  her  ta- 
lents is  true,  but  not  with  that  kind  of  admira- 
tion which  a  judicious  woman  would  wilh  to  ob- 
tain. Such  applaufe  has  often  been  afforded  to 
the  mafculine  bravery  of  Madam  D'Eon,  Han- 
nah Snellj  and  others,  who,  forgetting  the  cha- 
fafteriftic  foftnefs  of  their  fex,  have  fuccefsfully 
braved  all  the  horrors  of  war,  and  fignalized  their 
courage  at  the  hazard  of  their  perfons. 

1 1  is  my  opinion  that  a  fenfible  man  would  hefitatc 
whether  he  chofe  a  wife  ftrongenough  to  beat  him, 
and  poiUifled  of  courage  in  an  eminent  degree, 
or  one  whofe  mind  was  unnec^  :Tar:ly  employed 
in  the  contemplition  of  ancient  authors.  I  wifli 
liot  to  fee  any  lady  afiume  the  toga  virilism  how- 
ever highly  ornam^ented,  nor  on  any  confidera- 
tion  enlifl:  under  the  banners  of  Bellona;  and  I 
know  no  way  of  rendering  ilaflical  knowledge 
fo  ridiculous,  as  by  cloatiung  it  in  petticoats. 

JVmelir.  was  the  only  child  of  a  clergyman, 
whofe  learning  had  been  diftinguifhed  at  the 
Univerfity,  and  whofe  judgment  was  never 
thought  erroneous,  except  in  his  conduft  towards 
her.  The  death  of  his  wife  a  few  years  after 
their  marriage^  had  thrown  a  gloom  over  his 
ipirits,  which  nothing  but  his  encreafing  fond- 
jpefs  for  his  child,  and  the  care  of  her  education, 
po\jId  remove;  in  which,  as  no  expence  was 
3  fpared;^ 
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(pared,  at  the  age  of  fixteen  Ihe  was  what  the 
world  calls  perfcdly  accompliflied;  and  her  af- 
feftion  to  her  parent  alone  prevented  her  from 
forming  an  advantageous  and  honorable  alliance. 

The  labors  of  the  needle  ill  fuited  fo  mafcu- 
line  an  underltandingj  and  havmg  arrived  (as 
fhe  thought)  at  the  lummit  of  female  knowledge, 
fhe  joyfully  accepted  the  offer  made  by  her  fa- 
ther to  inftruft  her  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  lan- 
guages, and  by  his  affiftance,  in  a  few  years, 
made  a  rapid  progrefs  in  both. 

The  evil  influence  of  claflical  knowledge  was 
quickly  perceptible :  fhe  became  negligent  of 
her  drefs,  and  fatirical  in  her  temper.  What 
were  formerly  deemed  accomplifnments,  fuch  as 
Mufick,  Drawing,  &c.  were  now  laid  afide  as 
ufelefs,  and  beneath  the  dignity  of  one  whofe 
lips  poured  forth  the  doctrines  of  Socrates  with 
the  fublimity  of  Plato.  When  gently  re- 
proved by  her  friends  for  the  negleft  of  what 
formerly  diflfufed  fo  much  amufement  through 
:the  circle  of  her  acquaintance,  and  reflefted  fo 
much  honor  on  herfclf,  flic  had  always  a  Greek 
or  Latin  fentence  at  command,  proving  the  fu- 
tility of  mufick,  and  the  fuperiority  of  mencal 
gratifications  over  thofe  of  the  fenfcs;  the  ex- 
planation of  which  to  her  illiterate  companions, 
afforded  her  much  amufement. 

The 
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The  death  of  her  father,  though  for  a  fhort 
time  it  put  a  ftop  to  her  ftudics,  by  no  means 
cffefted  her  reformation.  At  firft,  indeed,  her 
grief,  which  fhe  concealed  from  the  world  with 
the  apathy  of  a  Spartan  damfel,  preyed  an  her 
mind,  and  when  retired  to  her  clofet,  burft  fbrdi 
with  redoubled  vigor:  for  although  Ancient 
Writers  had  taught  her  the  vanity  of  lamenting 
the  dead,  Ihc  ftill  found  her  newly-acquired  phi- 
lofophy.  painful  in  the  praftice,  and  unable  to 
calm  the  perturbation  of  her  mind,  when  lo- 
litude  exempted  her  from  the  painful  efforts  of 
afluming  a  fiditious  calmnefs,  and  where  every 
furrounding  volume  fcrved  only  to  remind  her 
of  the  lofs  fhe  had  fuftained.  But  *^  Time,  whidi 
on  all  things  lays  its  lenient  hand,"  at  length 
calmed  her  grief.  She  again  applied  herfelf  to 
ftudy,  and  pride  and  pedantry  grew  up  t¥itk 
learning  in  her  breaf):.  She  now  began  to  adopt 
a  pompous  and  latinized  ftyle  of  writing,  which 
rendered  her  letters  by  no  means  intelligible  to 
many  of  her  female  friends,  who  on  that  account 
dropped  her  corrclpondence  with  very  little  ce- 
remony. 

Dancing  was  an  accomplifhmen^  in  which  Ihc 
particularly  excelled,  and  to  wliich  Ihe  was  ex- 
tremely attached;  but  her  appearance  at  the 
ball-room  now  krvcd,  only  to  cxpofe  herfelf  to 

frclh 
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frefh  mortifications.  The  country  Yquires 
dreaded  the  expofition  of  their  ruftic  converfa- 
tion  to  the  ordeal  of  her  criticifm,  and  ftudioufly 
avoided  that  learning  which  they  almoft  infUnc- 
lively  diOiked,  and  the  rudiments  only  of  which 
in  their  puerile  years  had  caufed  them  much 
corporeal  fmart. 

Defertedby  both  fexes,  the  fablcofthe  white- 
wafhed  jackdaw  (who,  aiming  at  a  ftation  from 
which  nature  had  placed  him  at  a  diftance,  found 
himfclf  deferted  by  his  own  fpecies,  and  driven 
out  of  every  focicty)  feems  formed  to  ridicule 
this  eccentric  charafter,  who  thus  difappointcd 
in  her  favorite  plan,  by  obferving  that,  inftead  of 
that  deference  and  relpeft  which  fhe  had  vainly 
exptdtedy  defertion  and  contempt  were  the  un- 
natural confequences  of  learning,  retired  to  her 
clofet  to  difcover  why  the  fame  caufes  in  fubjeAs 
fcarcely  diflFerent,  fhould  produce  fuch  difcordant 
cfFefts:  for  fhe  well  knew  that  learning  in  men 
was  the  road  to  preferment,  an  introduftion 
to  the  beft  company;  that  it  was  patronized 
by  the  rich,  and  admired  by  the  poor  j  and  that 
both  fexes  united  in  the  applaufe  of  learned  men, 
whilft  fad  experience  convinced  her,  that  confe- 
quences very  oppofite  were  the  refult  of  the  fame 
quality  in  women  j  that  with  them  learning  was 
obnoxious  to  envy,  anil  expofed  to  neglcft  and 

defertion. 
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defertion.  This  fhe  could  account  for  no  other- 
wife  than  by  fuppofing  a  wonderful  perverfion  of 
human  nature  to  have  taken  place;  which  opi- 
nion drove  benevolence  from  her  breaft,  and 
planted  mifanthropy  in  the  room.  A  clofer  ap- 
plication toftudy  was  the  confequence  of  this  in- 
veftigation,  and  a  more  rooted  antipathy  to  hu* 
man-kind.  Satirical  authors,  who  painted  man- 
kind in  the  gloomieft  colours,  became  now  her 
chief  delight.  In  this  fituation,  a  fondnefi  for 
the  brute  creation  took  pofleflion  of  her  mmd. 
Indeed  her  houfe  might  with  propriety  have  been 
called  an.hofpital  for  dogs  and  cats,  for  when 
age  and  infirmities  had  rendered  thefc  animals 
ufelefs  to  their  matters,  and  burthenfomc  to 
themfelves,  her  manfion  afforded  an  afylum  t6 
all.  To  feed  and  take  care  of  thefe,  to  reward 
their  attachment  by  her  bounty  fhe  eflcemcd  a 
grateful  relaxation  from  fludy  and  amufement  of 
her  leifure  hours. 

But  as  ambition  was  a  ruling  paflion  in  Ame- 
lia's breafl,  popular  applaufe  was  flill  the  objeft 
of  her  warmeft  wifhes;  for  the  attainment  of 
Vi^hich  (after  much  fhidy  and  deliberation)  ihc 
fubmitted  a  Tragedy  to  public  infpeftion ;  but 
her  ignorance  of  the  world  was  the  occafion  of 
her  failure  in  this  attempt.  It  is  true  that  the 
language  was  correft,  that  it  was  formed  on  the 

rules 
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'  fulcs  of  Ariftodc,  and  that  the  unities  were  ftrifUy 
tdhered  to :  but  her  charaftei  s  were  drawn  more 
fiom  books  than  nature,  and  her  Play  feemed 
rather  a  compilation  from  different  Authors, 
than  the  fpontaneous  offspring  of  her  own  ima- 
^nation.  In  addition  to  this,  her  total  igno- 
rance of  llage  effeft^  in  a  great  meafure,  contri* 
buted  to  the  condemnation  of  her  Tragedy. 

The  difapprobation  of  a  fickle  audience  bjT 
no  means  convinced  her  of  her  inability  in  dra-* 
matic  writing,  which  flie  entirely  attributed  to 
the  perverted  tafte  of  the  nation.    Her  pen  was 
agwi  employed  in  poetical  effays,  but  as  her  f^* 
clufion  from  the  world  prevented  her  fuccefs  in 
that,  fo  her  mifanthropy  repelled  her  advance- 
ment to  fame  in  this  attempt.     Her  pen  feemed 
dipped  in  gall,  and  mankind  were  depicted  in 
the  gloomieft  charafters.    The  Churchman  was 
a  hypocrite,  the  Lawyer  a*  knave,  the  Soldier  a 
coward^  and  the  whole  group  were  rather  repre- 
fentatives  of  Satan's  infernal  companions,  than 
portraits  of  men  that  ever  had  exiftences.     Of 
courfe  the  Reviewers  were  not  more  lenient  to 
the  Poem,  than  the  Critical  Templars  had  be- 
fore been  to  the  Tragedy. 
■    Thus  fruftrated  in  the  principal  attempts  of 
her'  life,  and  exafperated  at  her  treatment,  Ihe 
withdrew  herfelf  entirely  from  the  world,  who 
-        4     •  left 
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left  her  unlamfented  to  the  fociety  of  h^r  cats| 
Tince  when  fhe  has  dwindled  into  obfcurity,  and 
her  name  is  nqw  fcarcely  ever  mentioned  but  to 
record  her.  follies:      .,    . 

§uch  were  the  effefts  of  an  ill-direAed  ftudyi 
^nd  fuch  muft  ever  be.  the  cpnfequence  of  a  de- 
fcrtion  from  nature.  X^is  ftory  was  irntended 
(at  a  time  when  the  prefs  overflows  with  the  pro^ 
duftions  of  female  pens)  to  check,  or  at  leaft 
keep  in  its  proper  channel,  that  cacoetbes  Jcribeiidi 
lately  become  fo  prevalent  ampngft  women, 
to  admonilh  them,  that  more  amiable  accom- 
pliihments  than  reading  Greek,  are  attainable  by 
a  female  mind;  and  not  that,  becaiife  a  few 
have  gained  applaufe  by  ftudying  the  dead  lan-^ 
guages,  all  womankind  Ihould  aflume  their  Dic- 
tionaries and  Lexicons ;  elfe  we  might  foon  ex- 
pe&  to  fee  Weftminfter-fchool  a  Female  Aca- 
demy, or  (as  the  Ladies  make  rapid  advances 
towards  manhood)  we  might  in  a  few  years  be- 
hold a  fweepftakes  rode  by  women,  or  a  fecond 
battle  at  Odiham  fought  with  fuperior  fldU  by 
Mefdames  Humphries  and  Mendoza. 
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Js  I  am  perfuaded  that  the  Irfertion  ^/'Prifcus's  Litter 
would  have  no  Effect  on  his  unnatural ^rother^  I  muft  be 
excufedfrom  exerting  my  Philanthropy  at  the  Expence  of 
Common  Senfe. 

J.  T.   ■     g  long  Preface  t3  an.Old  IV^matCs  Story ^ 

X»  though  hunfrous^  is  indelicate. 
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}flfi  utili  eft  qu9dfecimuSy  fiulta  eft  gkrla. 

Phjedrus. 

Unlefs  ocir  actions  are  ufeful,  their  glory  is  unfubftantiah 


A  HAT  praftices,  intrinfically  good,  may  be 
(trained  to  a  point  at  once  ridiculous  and  cuU 
pablc,  is  aa  obfervation,  which,  though  hack- 
niedj  is  ho  lefs  replete  with  truth  and  good 
ienfe.  It  is  on  fuch,  principally,  that  the  com- 
bined force  of  wit  and  humor  have  beeri  t%^ 
haufted.  To  one  of  them,  which  I  ihall  make 
the  fubjeft  of  this  week's  paper,  we  owe  the 
U  mo^ 
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moR  pleafing  and  ingenious  burlefque,  that  ever 
cmpijycd  the  genius  of  man.     Chivalry,-  v/hc- 
thcr  confidered  as  a  public  or.  private  cuftom, 
nraPr  be  cf^jcmed  as  the  firft  and  moft  efficient 
caufe  of  civilization  after  the  darknefs  of  bar- 
barian conqueft,  and,  according  to  the  obicrva- 
tion  of  an  elegant  hiftorian*,  as  the  inftrumcntof 
that  refped  to  the  Fair  Sex,  which  fb  ftrongljr 
diftinguifhes    modern    from  ancient  manners. 
But,  fmce  all  human  bleflings  arc  cxpofcd  to 
fome  fhare  of  bitrernefs,  and  att  human  invco- 
tions  liable  to  abufe,  abfurdities  arofe  which  firft 
made  known,  and  at  length  difgracedj  the  w- 
ftitution  of  Chivalry.     Let  us  however  inquire 
a  little  into  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  this  fin- 
gular  offspring  of  Gothic  Generofityj  and  trace 
its  effe<5ts  on  the  middle  ages. 
-  To  expatiate  on  the  diforders  and  anarchy  ft) 
which  the  Feudal  Polity  gave  rife,  would  be 
foreign  to  our  inquiry;  yet  it  will  be  ncceflaiy 
to  mention  a  few  particulars,  from  which  my 
readers  may  form  a  general  notion.     On  the 
fubvcrfion  of  the  Roman  Empire^  the  Barba>- 
.  rians  fettled  themlclves  in  the  conquered  pro- 
vinces, and  fubftituted  their  own  cuftoms  in  the 
room  of  tlie  Imperial  jurifprudence.     From  the 

*  Robcrtfon's  Hiftory  of  Charles  V. " 

oppreflioa 
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tjpprcflie)n  of  militar/  dcfpotifm  Europe  was 
relieved  by  the  introduction  of  a  new,  and  hi* 
therto  unknown  form  of  governnicnt,  which 
confided  in  a  regular  iubordination  and  mutual 
dcpchdance  of  one  rank  on  another.  To  the 
King  the  Nobles  paid  homage,  to  the  Nobles 
tii'c  gentry  were  fubje€l,  and  the  peafants  were 
no  better  than  flaves.  Though  at  f'rft  equal 
Jiibjedfion  was  ackno\^!edged  by  the  Nobles  to 
the  Xing,  as  by  the  Gentry  to  the  Nobles,  yet  hi 
courfc  of  time,  as  might  be  expeftcd,  the  link 
was  Wronger  between  the  latter  than  the  former ; 
of  courfe  a  mixed  Monarchy  degenerated  into  a 
powerful  Ariftocracy.  Of  tliis  change  there 
were  many  concurrent  caufes,  though  the  two 
following  feem  to  be  chief.  As  the  Nobles  were 
fcattered  by  the  extent  of  their  eftates  thto  dif* 
fcrcnt  parts  of  a  kingdom,  and  were  confe* 
quently  lefs  under  the  immediate  power  of  the 
Prince,  their  minds  infenfibly  were  filled  with 
the  defire  of  independance  and  the  pomp  of  a 
regal  court.  Accordingly  we  find  that  under 
weak  princes  they  took  opportunities  of  extort- 
ing privileges  fubverfive  of  the  authority  of  the 
Crown.  To  the  gentry-  a  fimilar  method  of 
throwing  ofl^  fubjeftion  was  imprafticable  from 
the  propinquity  of  a  Chieftain's  caftle,  and  the 
nbmerous  peafants  under  his  immediate  com- 

man4b 
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mand.  The  other  caufe  of  Ariftocratic  dolpi-* 
nion  was  the  prerogative  which  the  Nobles  h^ 
of  hiring  large  bodies  of  mercenaries^  and  keq>* 
ing  them  in  conftant  pay,  and  the  cuftom  of 
taking  under  their  protedion  the  numerous 
bands  of  robbers,  who  infefted  the  perfons  and 
properties  of  the  fmaller  gentry.  From  thcfft 
caufes  it  frequently  happened  that  the  power  of 
a  fingle  Chieftain  was  fufEcient  to  dethrone  tbo 
Sovereign^  and  from  fhefc  caufes  arofe  mutual 
depredations  among  the  Nobles,  and  vpi^efiid 
anarchy  throughout  a  kingdom.  But  as  thePhi-« 
lofophic  Hume  remarks,  there  is  a  point  of  dc- 
preflfionas  well  as  of  exaltation,  from  which  hunum 
aflfairs  when  once  arrived,  naturally  recur  ia  a  con- 
trary progrefs.  It  is  impofiible  that  anarchy  cai\ 
long  fubfifl  among  reafonable  beings,  for  as  all  fed 
the  miferies  of  it,  all  will  concur  in  the  applica- 
tion of  a  remedy.  The  Nobles  themfelvcs,  who 
from  haughtinefe  of  difpofition  and  the  defire  of 
larger  power,  had  firft  excited  thefe  deftruftivc 
ravages,  at  length  fek  the  inconvenience  of 
being  e^rpofed  to  continual  fear,  and  the  nfpceffity 
of  a  ftop  being  put  to  wars  inceffantly  raging^ 
and  univerfally  odious.  It  is  now  that  our  prof- 
peft  begins  to  brighten:  alTpciations  were  formed 
fot  the   relief  of  injured  damfels,    diftrefle^ 

princes^ 
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[>rinces,  ecdefiaftics  and  gentlemen,  andforthQ 
ruin  of  ufurpers^  ravilhers  and  aflaflins.  Orders  of 
Knighthood  were  inltituted,  and,  as  none  buc 
the  brave,  the  gende  and  the  courteous  were  a(l^ 
foitted  into  them,  were  foon  diftinguifhed  as  the 
firft  rewards  of  human  virtue.  To  obtain  die 
envied  title  of  Knight,  a  Nobleman  ferve4 
fometimes  as  iquire  to  a  private  gentleman,  and 
encountered  all  kind  of  dangers  in  defence  of 
injured  inaocence,  and  unfortunate  worth. 

Ceremonies  characfteriitic  of  the  age,  but  in^ 
culcating  the  importance  and  difplaying  the  be-, 
ntfits  of  Knighthood,  were  employed  in  diP ' 
form  of  dubbing;  and  trials  were  propofed  an(i 
overcoR^e  before  any  one  could  attain  that  glo^ 
rious  mark.  The  molt  delicate  fenfibility  in  the 
point  of  honor,  the  moft  refpeftful  and  fubmif- 
five  regard  to  the  fair  fex,  and  the  moil  romantic 
ipirit  of  bravery  were  the  three  chief  endowments 
of  a  true  Knight.  Wars  were  carried  on  with 
Icis  ferocity  when  gentlcnefs  was  praftifed,  aqd 
generoiity  employed  as  the  diftingiiiftiing  marks 
of  Chivalry :  force,  violence  and  injuftice  were 
difufed,  when  the  arts  of  peace  were  more  effi- 
cacious :  robbers  and  ufurpers  foon  decreafed, 
when  vidtory  over  any  one  of  them  could  create 
a  Knight,  and  give  liim  an  opportunity  of  dif- 
jphying  his  valour:  public  tranquillity  and  do- 

meftic 
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meftic  happihefs  were  gradually  eftablifhed, 
v4icn  the  deliverance  of  captive  princcfles  and 
la3ies  brought  more  real  glory  to  the  viAordian 
reciprocal  devaftations,  ami  bloody  recrimina-* 
tion.  Such  were  die  benefits  which  refulted  from  • 
Chivalry,  and  fucceeded  tlic  miferies  which  gave 
rife  to  its  inftitution.  But  though  we  owe  the 
greateft  obligations  to  this  enterprifing  exertion 
of  Gothic  fpirit,  yet,  as  I  before  obfervcd,  ab- 
furdities  were  int^^rmingled  in  the  very  effence  of 
it,  ■  which  ftill  retain  their  effefts  on  modern  man- 
ners. In  humanizing  the  afFeftions,  and  Tooth- 
ing the  rough  tempers  of  Barbarians,  we  own  nil 
inftitution  had  ever  fo  ferious  an  influence.  But 
the  very  courtefy  and  prowefs  of  Kniglits  caufcd 
the  Iriws  of  hofpitality  to  be  obferved  with  a  fcru- 
pulolity  bordering  on  childifti  etiquetiey  and  in- 
vented thofe  warlike  tournaments  which,  from 
the  ^tery  temper  of  the  combatants,  often  termi- 
nated in  difmal  tragedies.  The  adoration  paid 
to  the  fair  fcx  was  carried  to  a  pitch  difgraceful  to 
human  reafon,  and  the  frequency  of  finglc  com- 
bat was,  aad  ftill  is,  a  melancholy  inftance  of  die 
triumph  of  falfc  delicacy  over  the  principles  of 
real  honor.  As  the  progrefs  of  liberty  and  fci- 
ence,  in  courfc  of  time,  rendered  Chivalry  lefs 
ncceflary  to  civilization,  its  fervices  appeared 
void,  while  its  eirefts  fpread  daily  a  wider  influ-r 

cnqc 
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« the  cuftoms  of  Europe.  As  it  arofe  from 
ity,  it  fhould  have  ceafed  with  its  caufe ; 
lankind  are  fcldom  fo  fortunate  as  to  enjoy 
d,  unalloyed  with  any  evil.     In  Spain, 

the  abfurditics  of  Knight-errantry  were 
i  to  a  more  extravagant  height  than  in  any 
kingdom,  they  were  ridiculed  with  unex- 
id  fuccefs  in  the  admirable  burlefquc  of 
ntes.  Happy  would  it  be  for  the  nations  of 
:n  Europe,    if  the  praftice  of  duelling, 

undoubtedly  is  the  baneful  efFeft  of  Chi- 

couid  be  ridiculed  with  the  fame  happi- 
ith  which  its  follies  have  been.  I  am  fen- 
that  a  Critic  will  inform  me,  that  trials  by 

combat  were  antecedent  to  the  inftitution 
divalry,  and,  ftridtly  Ipeaking,  cannot 
ore  be  denominated  its  efFedts ;  but  as  thofe 
ally  were  authorifed  by  the  maxims  of 
c  jurifprudencw*,  and  more  properly  ex- 
Ls  the  appendages  of  Cafual  Juftice,  than 
arks  of  real  valor,  I  think  I  am  juftified 
lling  duelling  2l  remaining  vcftige  of  Chi- 
But,  not  to  contend  about  words ;  as  we 
at  this  inftitution  naturally  arofe  from  the 
ible  ftate  of  affairs  in  die  middle  ages,  and 
1  to  the  reftoration  of  peace  and  juftice,  fo 
kcwife  evident  that,  when  other  caufcs  arofe 
fame  purpofe,  its  influence  radier  debafed 

thaa 
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intercfted  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind.  Although 
duelling»  on  the  abfurdity  of  which  I  need  not 
expatiate,  was  introduced  by,  and  ftill  continues 
to  be  a  remnant  of  Chivalry,  yet  the  benefits 
>l7hich  immediately  proceeded  from  the  iiifBtu- 
tion,  and  flill  in  fome  rdpeAs  contiAue  to  in- 
fluence modern  manners,  are  fufficierit  to  infure 
to  it  the  efteem  of  all  confiderate  and  philandiro- 
pic  perfons.  Let  thofe,  who  from  the  vd^dlity 
of  their  talents  are  inclined  tp  ridicule  itj  re- 
member that  all  human  inventions  have  a  por- 
tion of  human  evil,  and  that  to  ezpoie  the  weak 
fide  of  what  is  intrinfically  laudable,  can  ferve 
no  other  purpofe  than  a  difplay  of^  their  own 
powers,  and  probably  operates  to  the  difcou- 
ragcment  of  virtue,  and  the  extinftion  of  fimplc 
unaffcAed  benevolence. 
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Infcnttment  Innuptus  has  merit ;  but  hlsfubjeSi  at  this 
juncture  may  hi  thought  perfonaL 

The  Jianzas  on  frtendjhtp  have  been  mi/laid^  or  thij 
fhould  have  been  noticed  earlier. 

Peter  Plumb,  Infpeftor,  Caius,  and  Quidnunc  are 
received*  The  verfcs  on  Eledlioncering  are  a  little  out  of 
feafofl* 
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SATURDAY,  OSlobtrii,  1788. 

To  Timothy  Touchstone,  Efq^ 

tibi  nunc  moUes  prodeji  c^luiffi  capillos^ 
Sapeque  nlutatas  d\fpofuij[fe  comas* 

TlBVLLua« 
It  now  avails  to  drefs  with  artful  care^ 
And  force  in  waving  curis  the  pliant  hair^  DarT« 

Sir, 

A.FTER  afliiring  you  I  have  never  Iccn  any 
thing  from  your  pen^  which  did  not  afford  me 
cither  pleafure  or  inftrudlion,  permit  me  to  add^ 
as  my  opinion,  that  you  fcarce  confine  the  fubjeft 
of  your  EflTays  enough  to  thole  topics  whicb> 
from  your  name,  we  have  reafon  to  expeA;  at 
Icaft  I  hope  this  letter  will  not  prove  lefs  accep-^ 
table  to  you  from  the  nature  of  its  contents. 

Culloms  inconfiderable  in  themfelves,  when 

once  they  have  attained  a  pitch  of  power  fu£<- 

cieot  to  bring  them  into  general  ufe,  lay  claim  to 

«  rank  of  fome  importance.    Trivial  as  their 

X  Intrinfic 
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intrinfic  worth  may  be,  their  influence  has  ac- 
quired the  charm  of  attraftion.  The  tree  oi' 
Faftiion,  of  which  the  foliowing  abufe  (eems  a 
vigorous  fprout,  calls  Icuidly  for  the  knife  to 
prune  away  thofe  excrofoences  to  whiph  every 
fertile  plant  is  fubjed.  One  of  your  predeccf- 
fors,  no  lefs  a  name  than  Addifon  himfelf,  has 
defcribed  the  paft  and  prefent  ftate  of  a  lady's 
coiffure  with  his  ufual  eafy  and  elerrant  humor. 
The  gradual  progreflion  from  the  humble  but 
lovely  locTcs  of  Nature,  to  the  more  modilh  but 
prouder  topknot  of  fafhion,  are  traced  with  the 
utmoft  nicety  j  and  the  fudden  ftarts  by  which 
die  'fickle  Goddeis  declares  her  will,  and  bids  her 
pupils  now  to  creep  as  dwarfs,  and  now  to  tower 
as  gianreffes,  are  all  marked  out  with  the  ex- 
ulting difcovery  of  a  reforming  Satyrift,  and  the 
accuracy  of  an  Hiftorian.  But  could  he  rife  to 
lake  a  peep  at  the  extravagant  head-embelUfli-^ 
tncnts  of  our  prefent  race  of  beaux,  he  y^mAi 
inftantly  iofc  all  patience,  and  the  greathefs  'Of 
his  furprize  be  exceeded  only  by  the  poignatacy 
of  his  indignation.  Not  a  weather-glafe  can 
dHplay  more  frequent  changes^  or  the  ftocks  ex- 
hibit more  Hidden  flu6hjations,  than  arc  included 
in  the  various  forms  and  fhapes  into  which  a 
fliort  term  of  years  has  moulded  this  favored 
chiki  of  Faihion.  At  one  time,  thtfemquefropre 

•  V  has 
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arried  all  before  it>  and  wigs,  been  left  ta 
out  reverend  Doftors,  and  learned  bra- 
of  the  Law ;  but  the  peruque  fabriquee  hxL 
lad  its  day,  and  bobs,  long-tailed^  and  b^g^^ 
Klwigs,  have  given  eafe  to  the  Nobleman^ 
sff  to  the  Tradefman,  and  coniequeoce  ta 
outliful  Courtier.  Son>etinies  the  graceful 
abundance  has  beea  tied  into  a  queue; 
doles  a  twift  has  had  the  preference.  But 
-ds  giving  a  n>orediftin6l  idea  of  wigs,  pro^ 
ad  improper,  the  following  fyilem  may  not 
i  wholly  ufelefs. 

man's  head  of  hair  may  be  dividod  into  two 
i—xhcperuqueproprezi^d  the  peruquefabriquee^ 
i>rmer  of  which  is  fybdivided  into  twof^c* 
namely,  ftraight  tails  and  twills,  the  firft 
;h  of  (bright  tails  exa£Uy  anfweringtb  their 
I,  butfhort;  the  other  from  its  inimoderate 
h,  feldom  obferyiqg  that  redilii^ear  direc<- 
which  its  appellation  dired:^  us  tp  loo|(  for. 
\t  kcond/pedes,  one  kind  are  tied  tq  form 
may  be  denominated  a  club,  the  Qtl\er 
d  up  behind  for  the  fake  of  expedition  in 
lig)  as  well  as  to  give  a  certain  Jlerte  mikr 
to  every  fort  of  phiz.  There  are  other 
ods,  it  is  very  well  known,  of  drefling  a 
i  head,  in  the  difference  p{  men's  inclina* 
aad  caprices.    Some  we  find  who  atten4 

folely 
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folely  to  die  infide  of  their  pates>  and,  fmiling 
at  the  folly  of  their  fellow-creatures,  imagine 
they  can  fee  a  problem  unfolved  in  the  tying  o( 
Ha  queue,  or  a  philofophical  difoovery  loft  in  a 
brace  of  curls.  Some  affe6):  to  de^ife  the  ruling 
iafhion,  in  order  to  fhew  how  great  a  connmand 
they  hare  over  themfelyes.  Others,  pervcrfe  by 
nature,  ftrive  to  ftem  the  common  tide,  and  ac- 
cuftom  themfclve?  fo  oppofc  whatever  the  wofld 
is  running  after  j  whilft  a  felc(5b  few,  giownold  in 
their  prepoffeflions,  view  the  various  changes  of 
Fafhion  with  the  languid  eye  of  indiflvrencc^ 
and  behold  the  fudden  ftart  of  a  new  mode,  only 
to  rivet  them  the  clofer  to  the  old  one  they  have 
made  choice  of  But  with  fuch  men  as  thefe, 
jFafhion  has  long  fince  difclaimed  all  acquaint* 
ance :  blind  to  the  ridicule  their  Angularity  en- 
tails on  them,  and  deaf  to  the  enticing  whiQ)era 
bf  even  Falhion's  felf,  they  have  obftmately 
perfifted  in  thinking  themfelves  wifer  than  this 
world,  and  muft  ftill  be  left  to  the  enjoyment  of 
their  bold  opinion.  The  rules  I  have  given  for 
tiie  peruque  fabriqueey  are  true  and  genuine,  as 
cnafted  by  the  laws  of  Falhion,  and  eftablifhed 
by  afts  pafled  by  the  corporation  of  Frizeurs,  a 
body  who  have  of  late  years  acquired  a  confido- 
rable  degree  of  re/peftability,  and  promile  to 
become  great  favorites  among  usj  ^  they  hav€ 

univerijMtr 
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univerfally  adopted  a  noble  maxim-monger's 
advice,  and  endeavor  to  pleafe ;  whether  by  flat- 
tering a  man's  vanity,  praifing  his  faults,  or  any 
other  means  equally  laudable.  But  to  proceed 
with  our  affaire  du  Me:  t\\t  feruque fabriquee  \& 
fubjeft  to  at  lead  as  many  ^i^mdi/pecies  as  the 
feruque  propre  I  though  it  cannot  claim  the  merit 
of  diftin&ion  equally  regular  and  mathemadcal, 
it  has  however  a  great  advantage  over  its  brother, 
namely,  the  honor  of  diftinguifliing  feveral  or- 
ders of  men;  befides  which,  it  gives  a  look  of 
confequence  to  the  moft  infignificant,  and  an  air 
of  wifdom  to  confummate  fools.  It  is  divided 
into  the  Reverend  wig,  which  conveys  to  us  an 
idea  of  Merit  with  an  alloy  of  Pride;  the 
Learned  wig,  in  which  p'rcfcnt  Dignity  is  blended 
with  paft  Impudence ;  and  the  wig  a  le  mededtiy 
which  adopts  tlie  impudence  of  the  Counfel,  to 
fet  off  its  merit,  and  borrows  the  pompous  de- 
meanor of  Reverend  Sir  to  difplay  its  dignity. 
The  firft  eminent  for  the  company  it  keeps,  and 
the  vaft  awe  it  commands  around  it,  moflly,  the 
ornament  and  covering  of  worthy  and  refpeftablc 
head-pieces,  but,  fomctinrics,  the  deceitful  badge 
of  pudding-headed  pedants,  and  the  only  fign 
which  cnfures  them  unmerited  regard.  The 
next  is  well  known  by  a  black  patch  in  its  hind 
centre,  and  to  this  it  lies  under  np  fmall  obliga- 

tions* 


^68  Th£    Trifle ftt 

tions.  Black  patches  are  fingularly  powerful*  ia 
their  efFeds :  ftuck  on  the  cheek  of  a  fine  woman^ 
they  lay  fure  claim  to  our  tafte,  whilft  they  ftimu-- 
late  our  love.  Placed  in  the  middle  of  a  Judge's 
wig,  they  command  our  refped,  whilft  they  im- 
prefs  on  us  a  reverential  dread.  Thefc  two 
feruques  are  fet  out  to  view  in  one  general  frieze^ 
like  a  level  and  well-mowed  lawn ;  but  the 
feruque  a  le  medecin  is  dividec^  into  feparaise  tiers 
of  curls,  like  Ae  rich  tufts  of  clover  fcattcred 
over  a  field,  and  fet  off  to  advantage  by  die 
common  grafs  which  on  all  fides  furrounds  it. 
The  late  Dr.  Chcyne  ufed  to  fay,  that  drefe  and 
addrefs  were  an  infallible  recipe  for  making  an 
eminent  Phyfician:  in  the  former  article,  no 
doubt,  he  had  an  eye  to  an  handfome  wig;  it  if 
indiipenfibly  requifite  to  enable  a  nian  to  get  a 
fortune  in  diis  line;  nay,  fo  imports^nt  is  this 
part  of  drefe  in  the  Phyfician's  fubftitute  for  the 
Philofopher's  Stone,  that  I  have  been  told  ^certain 
Gendeman  of  great  praftice  (who  died  lately) 
owed  the  whole  of  his  fame  to  the  covering  of 
his  pate.  This  opinion  in  a  fhort  time  becanic 
•fo  prevalent,  that  a  brother  Medcm  of  the  de* 
ceafed,  by  the  advice  pf  his  friends,  purchafed 
the  celebrated  wig,  and  quickly  acquired  a  re- 
pute, which  he  ftill  enjoys,  and  a  courfe  of  prac^ 
tice  for  which  he  is  not  a  little  obliged  to  this 

powerful 
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po'werful  amulet.  Thefe,  fir,  arc  tiit /pedes  cC 
wigs  which  nierit  particular  notice,  and  wluch 
are  known  to  be  a  diftinguifhing  mark  in  the  re-^ 
IpeAable  profeffions  I  have  enumerated.  There 
arc  indeed  other  perucbas^  but  of  inferior  note : 
exocpting  the  brown  bob,  I  do  not  recoUeft  any 
one  worthy  of  being  felefted  from  the  taftelefs 
group;  for  the  venerable  flowing  wigs  which. 
\9C  meet  with  in  the  portraits  of  Knellcr  ancl 
Vender  Gucht,  have  been  long  fince  difufed,  and 
the  bag  is-  not  always  an  appendage  to  a  wig; 
but  many  a  young  Courtier^  while  he  poors  forth 
his  ftrain  of  flattery,  feels  a  confcious  fupcriority 
from  having  his  locks  enclofed  within  a  bourfe. 
But,  fir,  die  grievance  of  which  I  prefer  my 
complaint,  is  (as  I  have  hinted  above)  the  mo- 
dem ftylc  of  bedecking  the  outfide  of  a  man's 
head;  nor  does  any  part  of  the  many  abfurdi- 
titics  to  which  it  is  liable  more  ofitnd  me>  thaa 
Aat  ufelefs  brufh  of  briftles,  which  they  do  not 
only  fufFer,  but  even  encourage  to  grow  below 
dieir  cars.  I  have  often  wondered  to  what  pur- 
pofe  this  was  taught  to  Ipread  its  harlher  down, 
or  whether  to  any  purpofc  but  that  of  conform- 
ing to  the  rules  of  Fafhion,  without  previoufly 
weighing  the  merit  of  them.  It  was  a  long  time 
before  the  power  of  the  Spanifh  court  could 
ckar  its  fubje(5ts  faces  of  their  muftaches.    The 

ancienC 
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ancient  Caftilians,  who  had  received  them  froiri 
their  anceftors>  without  once  confidering  whe- 
ther any  advantage  (ornamment  is  out  of  the 
queftion)  was  to  be  deduced  from  the  prac- 
tice of  wearing  them,  were  grown  old  in  the 
ufcj  and  prejudiced  in  favor  of  them,  without 
one  fatisfadory  reafon  to  aflign  for  it.  Had  we 
put  the ,  queftion  to  one  of  this  hairy-faced  race 
fome  ages  back,  the  anfwer  would  probably 
have  been,  "  that  the  Angularity  of  the  cuilom 
was  a  fufEcient  motive  to  recommend  the  ufe  of 
them,  as  a  diftinguifhing  mark  from  the  com- 
mon herd  of  mankind.**  But  at  the  time  the 
reformation  of  this  abufe  took  place,  the  fafhion 
was  too  general  to  admit  of  fuch  an  excufe,  and 
cuftom  rather  than  pride  muft  have  proved 
accountable  for  the  praftice.  In  like  man- 
ner the  prefent  abfurdity  vins  acquirit  eundo^ 
and  is  now  making  ample  ftrides  to  dif- 
figure  the  faces  of  our  modern  beaux.  Muftaches 
have  always  been  reprobated  in  England,  nor 
are  a  pair  of  whiflcers  ever  looked  on  among  us 
but  with  an  eye  of  difdain.  It  is  our  fafhion 
^d  a  very  good  one  it  is)  to  keep  the  face  free 
from  thofe  fymptoms  of  virility,  which  are  foil 
as  difgufting  to  every  one  elfe,  as  they  arc  flat- 
tering to  the  youdiful  grower  of  them.  A  Greek 
Epigrammatift  defires  his  friend,  who  had  con- 
ceived 


Thb    Trifle  r.  271 

cdvcd  that  a  long  beard  was  a  fure  token  of 
wifiiom,  to  get  himfelf  (haved  as  foon  as  poffi- 
bk,  fmce  the  end  he  fought  could  never  be  at- 
tained by  fuch  means  as  ferved  but  to  expole  the 
greatnefs  of  his  folly,  every  moment  incommo- 
ding him,  and  rendering  him  liable  to  filth,  and 
other  difagreeabk  confequences  j  nor  have  the  mo- 
dern ear-whifkers  any  better  pretenfions  to  beauty, 
than  the  hypocritical  beards  of  the  ancients  had 
to  wifdom. 

Devoid  of  every  recommendation,  \  hope  this 
^bfurd  praftice  will  fhortly  fall  to  the  ground. 
A  few  remarks  of  yours,  Mr.  Touchftone,  would, 
methinks,  prove  of  Angular  fervice,  in  abolifh- 
ing  this  too  prevalent  cuftom.  Pardon  the  di- 
grelfions  I  have  been  guilty  of:  if  I  have  de- 
^icribed  the  head  rather  as  it  once  was  drefled 
than  as  it  is  at  prefent,  it  is  to  point  out  the  ab- 
furdity  of  the  modern  mode,  by  oppofing  to  it 
^he  rules  obferved  a  few  years  back.  You  doubt- 
lefs  have  noticed  the  fuojeft  of  my  remonftrance 
before  now,  I  dare  add  with  indignation.  I  have 
long  waited  to  behold  from  you  thofe  refleftions 
it  merits :  as  yet  I  have  been  difappointed ;  but 
Ihould  your  obfervations  be  the  refult  of  my  let- 
ter, I  Ihall  think  my  hints  particularly  honored, 
and  my  labor  moft  agreeably  rewarded. 

I  am.  Sir,  your's,  &c. 
4  I  am 
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I  am  highly  obliged  to  my  correfpondent  fc* 
the  above  Letter,  and  happy  that  his  opinion  of 
this  abufe  fo  perfeftly  coincides  with  my  own. 
Nothing  can  be  more  truly  abfurd  than  to  fee  a 
tender- faced  petit  mditrcj  v^ho  cannot  bear  the 
Eaftern  blaft  to  ruffle  his  well-difpofed  locks,  or 
the  North  wind  to  fhavc  his  foft  cheeks,  *•  a  puny 
infeft  (hivVing  at  a  breeze,"  fetting  himfelf  up  as 
a  rival  to  the  Hungarian  in  blufFnefs,  and  endea- 
voring to  inveft  himfelf  with  a  look  of  martial 
fiercenefs.  To  be  clean  about  the  head,  and  to 
drefs  the  hair  fo  as  to  pleafe  the  mind  by  its  de- 
cency, and  even  gratify  the  fight  by  its  neatnefs, 
is  highly  commendable  j  but  to  be  perpetually 
torturing  the  hair,  and  moulding  it  into  every 
(hape  that  a  mind  idly  employed  can  devifc,  or 
labor  ill  expended  reduce  to  praftice,  is  the  height 
of  folly.  Above  all,  the  faihionable  locks  againft 
which  my  correfpondent  inveighs,  arc  entitled  td 
our  fupreme  contempt  j  not  fo  much  for  the 
time  they  take  in  drefling,  or  the  pains  they  re- 
quire in  cultivating,  as  for  the  unbecoming  ap- 
pearance they  beftow  on  the  face,  and  the  ditcft 
abfurdity  of  the  praftice  from  which  no  charms 
can  be  acquired,  no  one  ufeful  end  attained. 
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Td  prevent  the  cen/ufion  incident  if^  perfonal  applications'^ 
TTimothy  Touchftonc  requejis  his  Correfpondents  to  find 
their  favors  addrejfed  to  him  at  Mejfrs,  Robinfons,  Pater- 
nofter-row,  otherwifi  they  cannot  be  attended  to, 

Mediculus.  What  ho  !  an  apothecary— —Ti  cure 
his  infanity^  I  would  recommend  a  few  dofes  of  his  latter 
prefcription. 

Inipedtor,  with  many  othersy  only  waits  an  opportunity. 


Erratum  in  No.  XX, 
Page  270,  line  3,  for  cmamment  read  orKame?tf. 
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SATURDAY^  Offbter  ifiS,  1788: 

As  i  undcrftand  that  fome  of  my  readlers  have. 
;nade  objediions  to  my  profcfling  miyfelf  a 
Triflcr,  1  hope  the  following  letter,  and  the. 
obiervations  thereto  Subjoined,  will  reconcile 
theni  to  its  adoption  i  and  evince  that  trifling 
is  an  aniufement  both  innocent  and  laudable, 
and  a  practice  both  univerfil  aind  refpefked. 

Stnnua  nos  exercet  inertia.  HoR. 

In  trifliag  confifts  our  toil. 

X^  TiMOTHr  Touchstone,  Ef^. 

Sir, 

jf  OU    h^vc  both  pkafcd  and  difappoint^ 

mc :  the  name  of  Trifler,  which  ypu  adopted, 

Y  was 
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was  delightful,  and  at  firft  you  went  on  pretty 
well.  I  made  ftiift  to  read  your  two  firft  pa- 
pers in  four  fittings;  but  the  ftuff  about  poli- 
tics, corrimerce,  liberty,  and  religion,-  was  into- 
Jerable,  What  trifling  was  there  in  all  this? 
iPkat  anriufcinent,  or  confiftency?  I  C3q)cftcd 
an  accurate  hiftory  of  all  the  Triflcrs  in  the 
kingdom,  and  had  really  found*  out  for  whoin 
the  charafter  of  Billy  Chelhire  was-  m^ant, 
Befides  this,  I  hopisd  to  have  had  thccarlieft  ac- 
count  of  all  the  fafliions,  and  the  moft  accurate 
intelligence  of  Elopements,  Divorces,  in  fhorr, 
of  all  the  revolutions  in  the  Beau  Monde.-  I  fd 
friy  wits  to  work  for  five  minutes  to  know  who 
Henry  and  Charlotte  were,  but  could  not  rcicol- 
kft  any  man  of  my  acquaintance  who  was  fool 
enough  to  jump  into  the  fca  to-  feve  a  pretty 
girl — at  the  hazard  of  his  own  life.  With  all 
your  other  cliarafters,  I  think,  I  am  pretty  well 
acquainted.  But  why  not  a  little  more  ef  fcan- 
dal,  and  another  touch  at  the  Old  Maids  ?  'T^is- 
the  only  way  to  make  your  Numbers  lelU  for, 
believe  my  wordy  nobody  minds  religion  in' 
thefe  days :  every  one  likes  to  hear  a  little  tale 
about  his  neighbours,  and  does  not  want- Go  itead 
what  a  Parfon  is  paid  for  preaching  on  Sundays. 
'Scandal  is  the  very  foul  of  converfatibn,  JUid 
converfadon,  you  knowj^  is  a  vety  Fational  an^ 
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^cry  innocent  entertainment.  Therefore,  if  I 
am  to  be  o.ie  of  your  readers,  give  us  a  littk 
more  of  it.  For  my  part,  I  think  Trifling  the 
only  happinefs  on  earth.  My  conftitution  is  very 
delicate,  and  ray  Do6lor  tells  me  I  am  confump- 
Jtivc ;  the  cares  of  bufmefs  would  foon  make  an 
end  of  rr^,  aad  the  fatigue  of  hunting  and  rid^ff 
jnight  probably  either  bring  on  a  fever,  or  gra- 
dually wear  away  my  body.  The  exercife  (and 
that  is  very  fatiguing)  which  I  am  allowed  to 
take  in  the  morning,  extends  no  farther  than 
the  purlieus  of  St.  James'?.  Sometimes,  indeed, 
when  I  fancy  myfelf  (tronger  than  iifual,  I  reach 
New  Bond-ftreet,  and  by  retting  iT^yfelf  at  every 
print-Ihop  on  tny  journey^  with  Ibme  .difficulty 
get  home  again.  From  njy  arriyal  .to  dinner- 
time J  aqi  employed  ia  the  decoration  of  my 
perfon,  which,  though  I  myfclf  tell  it  you, — is 
not  the  ,uglieft  in  Loudon.  Seated  in  a  great 
elbow-chair,  with  a  foft  ftool  near  it,  whereon  I 
may  reft  my  legs^  and  with  a  fuU-lcngth  look- 
ing-glafs  before  me,  I  app^ear  to  myfclf  not  only 
the  handfomcft,  but  happicft  man  living,  being 
entirely  free  from  care  amlv  pain,  except  when 
py  aukward  valet  happens  to  twitch  my  hair  a 
little  too  hard.  After  dinner,  as  my  phyfician 
informs  me  it  is  very  unwholfome  to  rife  foon, 
{  fit  three  hours  abforbed  in  an  eafy  reverje. 

The 
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forfeited  three  kingdoms  for  a  popilh  trifle  called 
^  Mafs.  William  made  a  Trifle  of  depofing  hi$ 
Fatker*iii-law^  and  loft  his  own  life  by  a  Trifle* 
Queen  Ann  difgraced  the  renowned  Marlbo- 
rough, who  raifed  her  rpign  to  the  hi^heft  pitch 
igf  glory,  for  a  nicer  Trifle.  But  peace  be  with 
jthc  Pead !  let  us  furvey  our  own  times^ 

During  the  prefent  Reign,  the  Courtier^  made 
fuch  a  Trifle  of  High  Treafon,  as  to  introduce 
the  Pretender  into  the  Company  of  their  Sotc- 
rcign.  They  next  trifled  away  the  Wcft-Indi* 
Conqueftsto  our  inveterate  Foesj  which  enaUed 
them  to  render  their  maritime  forces  cxtrcnicly 
formidable;  whilft  Britifli  Gunpowder  wastriSe4 
away  in  cjifturbing  the  Gulls  and  Seamews  of 
the  Ifle  of  Wight.  When  the  Enemy's  flcctf 
arc  reduced  to  the  loweft  ebb,  we  trifle  with  die 
advantage^  and  allow  them  feven  years  p  ic- 
plcnilh  their  magazines.  Have  we  not  feen  a 
Britifli  Fleet  that  might  have  cruflied  a  ruinotui 
war  in  its  infancy,  trifle  with  the  glorious  op- 
portunity, and  pafs  away  the  important  hour  iij 
tranquil  fpeculation ;  and  this  crirntnal  conduft 
abetted  by  a  fiddling  adminiftration  ?  Is  not 
CEconomy,  Morality,  Religion  and  good  Go* 
yernment,  reduced  to  an  abfolute  Trifle ;  owing 
|o  Pantheons,  Thcap;js,  Mafquerades,  RidottoS| 

^-     Cotaiei 
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fcoterics  and  Aflfemblies,  Inftallmcnts,  HSrfc- 
facing,  Foot-racing,  Boat-racingf,  and  ever/ 
Invention  to  prontbtc  Diffipation,  and  render  In- 
duftrypcrfeftlyodious^?  The  Englilh  dilpofition 
to  trifle,  is  apparent  oiv  every  occafion.  Oifc 
Nabobs  abroad  moft  fcandaioufly  trifle  with  na- 
tional honor ;  and  the  Britifh  nanne  is  become  a 
proverb  of  reproach  through  all  the  regions  of 
iSic  Eaft.'  When  fops  are  dexteroufly  adnni- 
Aiftered,' have  we  not  juft  grounds  to  expeft  that 
ajhic  die  Trifle  v/ill  be  the  puny  iflfue  of  tho 
X^abonng  Mountains  ?  Have  we  not  obferved 
with  chagrin  many  important  points  fall  to  the 
ground  by  difputcs  about  trifling  punftilios  bc-r 
•weea  Lords  and  Commons,  which,  might  have 
l)^n  waved  by  a  meer  falvo  ?  Have  we  not  feert^ 
a  Britifli  Nobleman,  whilft  in  high  authority  inf 
Ae  Eaft,  degraded  and  inrtprifoned  by  an  infe- 
rior Officer,  and  prefently  lofe  his  life  iit  a  moft 
flifpicious  manner?  yet  the  offender  was  pu- 
nilhed  by  fuch  a  trifling  fine,,  that  if  it  was  not 
altogether  equivalent  to  a  Pardon,  it  was  at  leaft 
tantamount  to  a  Farce.  The  Phyfician  with 
Ac  utmoft  compofure  can  trifle  both  with  his 
patient's  life  and  pocket,  in  making  experiments 
on  the  virtues  of  nightfliade  or  hemlock.  The 
Attorney  trifles  away  fome  30  years  (if  his  cli- 
ents fortuno^  proves  fo  durable)  in  winding  up  a 
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thanccry  fuit  to  a  conclufion.  The  Fat  RcAor 
finds  out  the  cheapeft  Curate  in  England^  who 
of  courfc  is  the  greateft  blockhead,  to  edify  the 
inhabitants  of  his  valuable  Jiving,  for  a  Trifle, 
Thus  Britiih  Glory  and  Profperity;  Britifh  Mo- 
rals and  Honor;  Britifh  Rights,  Property,  Health 
and  Confcience;  all  our  Welfare  both  here  and 
hereafter,  are  become  the  greateft  of  all  Trifles 
under  the  fun, — Nor  muft  we  think  that  wd 
Ihall  ceafe  to  be  trifled  with  even  at  Death :  for 
fee  yon  fable  hearfe  with  gaudy  efcutcheons  hung 
all  around :  this  empty  pageantry  gave  rife  tg 
the  name  of  Nug^i 

.     .  Rt/itquefui  Liidibria  Trunci. 

LuCRETIU5i 
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PREVALENCE  of  TRIFLING. 

t 

Eft  ardelionum  quadam  Roma  natio. 

PHiEDRUS. 

Thro*  all  the  town  the  bufy  triflers  fwarm. 

SEE  various  trifles  evVy  age  employ, 

And  men,  like  children,  figh  but  for  a  toy. 

The  fmart  Cockade,  the  fcarlet's  fplendid  glare, 

Attraft  the  ftripling's  eyes,  attraft  the  fair. 

The  fprightly  Enfign  well  is  fatisfy'd. 

If  the  vain  X\\\q— Captain  is  apply'd. 

The  Alderman,  who  love?  fubftantial  fare. 

Yet  fometimes  fighs  for  trifles,  light  as  air: 

The  fleek  Fur-gown,  the  coftly  Golden  Chain, 

And  Irifli  Peerage  rack  his  angry  brain  j 

In  vain  the  Turtle  fpreads  its  v.'ondVous  charms. 

Or  the  fat  Haunch  invites  his  languid  arms. 

No  pleafurc  can  thefe  fumptuous  feafts  impart, 

Whilft  baleful  envy  lurks  within  his  heart; 

The  Liverymen  his  fervices  negleft. 

And  PuflThis  friend  prefides.  Lord  Mayor-eleft. 

Thence  turn  your  eyes  to  where  in  order  fit 

The  witry  Senators  of  England  fit; 

Have 
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Have  you  a  friend,  who  fays  fomc  damned  good 

things. 
Who  plays  at  Hazard,  or  who  finely  fings, 
Thefe  trifles  (if  his  other  hopes  fhould  fail) 
Will  fave  him  from  the  pillory,  or  jail. 
And  fix  him  in  the  Senates  whence  his  puns 
May  gall  the  Minifter,  or  cheat  his  duns. 
In  former  times,  as  ancient  men  relate. 
The  Statefmen  knew  the  fubjedt  of  debate; 
But  of  late  years  our  Members,  ere  they  (poke. 
Took  care  to  be  provided  with  a  joke. 
Would  you  in  Britain's  Senate  Houfe  excel. 
Apply  to  jefts,  or  tell  a  ftory  well; 
Drcfs  up  your  words  in  Metaphors  and  Tropes, 
Talk  much  of  Munny  Begums,  Swords,  Racks, 

Ropes, 
Gibbets,  and  Nundcornar;  unfold  yourftore 
Of  faiiy  tales,  or  legendary  lore : 
Trifles  like  thefc  will  often  gain  relpeft, 
Whilft  (lerling  merit  pines  beneath  neglcvSt;— 
Trifles  like  thefe  will  ftill  be  rated  high, 
Whiiil  worth  lies  hidden  inobfcurity. 
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Semper  ego  auditor  tataum? 
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kiBa  iMgtnia  dibilitat  verecundia,  peruer/a  confirmat  audacia^ 

Plinius. 

Modefty  debilitates  a  good  Genius  and  Difpoiitlon ;  An« 
dacity  gives  Affurance  to  the  Perverfe. 


SC^  Timothy  Touchstone,  E/q. 

Sir, 

J^S  you  have  with  fo  much  good^nature  re- 
ceived and  publilhcd  the  letter  of  Tom  Stitch, 
(though,  entre  nous,  I  am  equally  aftonilhed  at 
the  Tailor's  impudence  and  your  condcfcenfion) 
I  (hall  make  no  other  apology  for  troubling  you 
than  merely  to  inform  you  that  I  am  the  eldefl 
Z  ion 
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fon  of  a  country  gentleman,  whofe  ample  for- 
tune enables  him  to  pay  an  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  annually  for  my  education. 

To  enumerate  my  qualifications  would  ill  be- 
fit that  modefty  which  is  the  occafion  of  my  ad- 
dreffing  you.  Nor  is  it  my  intention  to  raifc 
difcontentin  the  minds  of  your  fchoolfellows,  by 
reprefenting  the  advantages  we  here  enjoy  over 
your  boafted  Wcftminfter  or  any  Public  Si  hool 
in  the  kingdom.  For  although  our  Mafter 
takes  but  eight  pupils,  I  affirm  this  to  be  a  com- 
pleater  Microcofm  than  any  that  the  family  of  the 
Griffins  were  ever  members  of. 

That  die  admired  Spartan  difcipline  is  revived 
amongft  us,  is  the  lead  praife  that  we  may  juftly 
claim  i  for  as  our  Prototypes  were  a  common- 
wealth, each  man  had  his  particular  fladon  in 
which  alone  it  was  proper  for  him  to  aft;  whereas 
with  us,  from  a  paucity  of  performers,  "  each 
man  plays  many  parts,"  being  at  the  fame  time 
defigner  and  executor  of  his  own  plans:  or, 
more  clofely  to  purfue  the  analogy,,  give  me 
leave  to  fuppofe  the  heart  foVereign  of  the  whole 
body,  idly  feated  in  its  Metropolis,  taking  no 
aftive  part  in  the  government,  yet  participating 
all  the  pleafures  of  the  other  membas — -*die 

Head, 
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Headj  Prime  Minifter,  which  direfts  the  mo- 
tions and  fuperintends  the  oeconomy  of  the 
whokr— the  Hands,  being  armedy  the  military 
force^  and  fo  on,  gradually  defcending  to  the 
more  menial  offices  of  the  ftate.  Thus  we  are 
obliged  to  aft  in  various  capacities.  What  our 
heads  plan,  our  hands  mull  execute ;  and  the 
breaft  of  each  individual  muft  be  the  fole  repo- 
fitory  of  its  own  fecret  defigns.  The  daily  ex- 
amples of  the  weaknefs  of  mortal  friendfhip, 
when  oppofed  by  gold,  and  the  proffered  reward 
of  treachery,  impofe  the  moft  rigid  fecrecy  on 
our  lips,  and  imprefs  our  minds  with  the  moft 
prudential  diftruft  of  our  companions.  By 
afting  on  feparate  interefts,  every  Boy,  if  you 
allow  me  the  expreflion,  is  a  commonwealth 
within  himfelf.  Here,  perhaps,  you  will  fay, 
that  every  perfon  in  public  or  private  life  is  in 
the  predicament  which  I  have  dcfcribed;  nor  is 
Mr.  Syntax  more  to  be  envied  as  the  dircdor  of 
fo  many  commonwealths,  than  Mr.  Any-body 
clfe  who  prefides  over  a  Charity-fchool  in  the 
country.  True !  but  this  analyfis  of  the  human 
body  is  only  meant  to  ftop  the  mouths  of  ob- 
ftrcperous  criticks,  who  might  otherwifc  have 
indulged  a  laugh  at  my  fimile.  And  to  con- 
vince them  that,  fince  a  fingle  perfon  may  with 
propriety  be  compared  to  a  ftate,  a  fupremacy 

over 
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over  three  has  fome  affinity  to  the  government 
jQjf  a  na:ion.  Where  can  you  behold  a  ftrongcr 
refemblance  of  the  Spartan  difcipline  than  wth 
us,  \\I:cre  ad'citncfs  in  pillaging  an  orchard, 
and  conccciling  the  theft,  is  rewarded  with  ad- 
miration and  envy;  and  where  a  difcovery  is 
the  certain  cuufc  of  contempt  and  punifhment? 
Begging  your  pardon,  your  high  notions  of  ho- 
nor, which  induce  you  at  Wcftminfter-fchoolto 
fuffer  heroically  (as  you  term  it)  for  the  fake  of 
your  Friends^  and  to  the  detriment  of  your  felf- 
intereft,  frequently  afford  our  fmall,  but  more 
prudent  circle,  the  higheft  entertainment.  It 
has  ever  been  my  opinion,  that  to  lay  up  know- 
ledge "  quam  mox  deprc.  >: .  'c^rffwiy^  and  which  may 
prove  moft  conducive  to  our  buftling  with  ability 
through  life,  is  the  only  ftudy  that  ought  to  em- 
ploy the  hours  of  a  fenfible  man,  for  the  accom- 
pliflimcnt  of  v/hich,  diffimulation  and  prudence 
are  particularly  neceffary;  the  one  to  enable  you 
to  meet  with  fmiles  every  man  from  whofc^ 
eftate  or  intereft  you  may  have  any  lucrative 
cxpeftations ;  the  other  to  make  you  the  friend 
of  tlie  powerful,  and  enemy  of  the  miferable, 
whether  detrimental  to  felf-intereft  or  not,  (for 
beggarly  connexions  muft  always  difcredit  a  fa- 
fliionable  man)  and  to  banifli  thofe  fniveling 
companions  of  a  weak  mind.  Charity,  Compaf- 

fion 
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lion  and  Benevolence,  entirely  from  your  breaft. 
Where  can  you  point  out  a  nobler  ftage  for  the 
exercife  of  thefe  qualifications,  and  bringing 
thcfe  dawning  virtues  into  practice,  than  Mr; 
Syntax's  School  ?  Where  can  you  learn  pru- 
dent diflimulation  fo  well,  as  when  punifliment ' 
is  the  certain  confequence  of  entrufting  your 
private  plans  to  the  fecrecy  of  others  ?  Should 
Philofophy  inflame  your  mind,  where  can  it  fo 
foon  acquire  enviable  apathy,  or  contempt  of 
the  weaknefs  and  fufFerings  of  human  nature, 
as  in  beholding  unconcerned  the  lamentations 
and  diftrefs  of  a  little  Cottager,  imperceptibly 
robbed  by  our  dexterity  of  what  he  deemed  the 
future  fupport  of  his  family,  and  which  he  vainly 
thought  to  fecure  as  his  own  property,  by  paying 
annually  a  few  pounds  for,  and  enclofing  with  a 
fence;  weak  indeed  to  ambitious  youth,  who 
know  that  beneficent  nature  pours  forth  her  gifts 
with  equal  indulgence  to  all,  whofe  minds  afpire 
beyond  the  vulgar  diftinftions  of  property  I 
Shall  the  birds  of  the  creation  fly  where  they 
lift,  and  feed  where  tafte  may  invite;  and  ftiall 
man  be  denied  the  privilege  of  a  Blackbird  ? 
Cuftoms  and  laws  may  confine  the  weak,  but 
inclination  is  law  to  me. 


In 
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In  ufeful  knowledge  I  flatter  myfelf  that  I 
have  fufficiently  proved  our  advantages  over 
Weftminfter;  nor  are  we  behind-hand  in  our 
amufements.  Can  your  broken  heads  and  bat- 
tered limbs,  from  fkirmifhes  with  the  furround- 
ing  chairmen  and  butchers,  (even  fhould  you 
prove  viftorious)  convey  delight  adequate  to 
what  we  experience  from  the  fuccefeful  plunde 
of  a  hen-rooft  or  garden  ?  or  does  it  require 
more  (kill  and  conduft  to  knock  a  man  down, 
than  to  deceive  the  vigilance  of  a  fufpicious  Far- 
mer ?  Can  the  fober  taftelefs  meals  you  have  in 
town  with  your  Parents  and  Friends,  equal  the 
luxurious  gluttony  of  our  feafts  at  the  neighbour- 
ing Inn,  where  manly  drunkennefs  generaUy 
crowns  the  evening's  entertainment?  Every 
athletic  exercife  we  enjoy  at  leaft  in  equal  per- 
feftion  with  you,  and  one  amufement  which  I 
flatter  myfelf  you  are  ftrangers  to,  as  it  was  the 
offspring  of  my  own  fertile  invention.  In  the 
hard  froft  of  laft  winter,  after  boafting  of  our 
various  exploits  and  marauding  talents,  I  pro- 
pofed  a  paftime,  at  once  philofophical  and  en- 
tertaining, which  was  executed  in  the  following 
manner.  Two  of  our  fcouts  being  detached  to 
a  farm-yard,  quickly  returned  with  a  littk  pig 
in  their  arms.  While  my  fchoolfellows  were 
wondering  what  amufement  I  could  extraft  from 

a  Pigj 
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a  Pig ;  with  a  large  carving-knife  I  dexteroufly 
cut  off  its  legs  at  the  firft  joint,  and  then  fet  it 
on  the  ice,  amidft  the  plaudits  of  my  furrounding 
companions. 

To  be  fure  the  fuccefs  was  not  altogether  an- 
fwerable  to  my  cxpeftations,  for  the  little  crea- 
ttirc  cried  and  laid  down,  nor  could  all  our  beat- 
ing raifc  it,  *till  at  lafl:  having  received  a  fevere 
bite  from  the  houfe  dog,  it  leaped  up,  ran  a  few 
yards  on  its  bleeding  Humps,  and  then,  through 
Ibis  of  blood,  fell  dead  on  the  ice.     But  this  is 
a  fore  ftory  to  me;  for  I  placed  the  dead  pig  in 
the  gardener's  bed,  which  frightened  his  wife 
into  fitSi  many  adventurous  youths  caught  cold 
by  the  breaking  of  the  ice,  and  one  of  my  com- 
panions, envious  of  my  greatnefs,  impeached 
me.     I  was  tried,  found  guilty,    and  fentence 
ivas  executed  on  me  accordingly.    I  have,  not- 
withftanding,  the  pleafure  of  being  the  firft  in* 
ventor  of  this  amufement,  which  I  hear  is  now 
become  very  faftiionable  at  all  the  feminaries  of 
private  education.     Befides,  to  be  the  fifft  in  any 
thing  is  laudable,  as  Calcot,  the  pewterer  *,  were 
he  alive,  would  vouch  for  me;  who,  that  he 

*  A  pewterer  of  Bridol,  famous  for  feyeral  exploits  of 
a  fimilar  nacuie,  whom  Chatterton  celebrates  in  his  poem 
OQ  Happineis* 

might 


ag2  The  Trifle r« 

might  be  faid  to  have  been  the  firft  that  pafled  a 
bridge  near  Briftol,  went  over  on  horfeback  be- 
fore it  was  finilhed,  by  the  affiftance  of  a  few 
boards,  at  the  utmoft  peril  of  drowning. 

But  I  have  made  a  long  digrcflion  from  the 
firft  purpofe  of  my  letter.  When  I  fpeak  of  the 
advantages  of  my  own  fituation,  I  frequendy 
become  perhaps  more  diffufive  than  is  neceflary, 
which  error  I  hope  you  will  pardon,  as  it  may 
probably  be  your  cafe  when  Ipeaking  of  Weft- 
j  minfter.     My  firft  intention  was  to  have  informed 

you,  that  I  unfortunately  labor  under  a  difeafe 
called  Ba^fulnefsj  for  which  I  am  told  you  have 
a  certain  remedy.  My  father  ufed  to  defcribe 
,  me  ^^  Ingenui  vultus  puer  ingemiique  pudorisi*  but 
the  following  anecdote  of  my  extreme  fenfibility 
will  make  you  more  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
the  nature  of  my  difeafe,  than  any  other  illuftra- 
tion  I  can  make  ufe  of. 

A  few  weeks  ago  at  a  ball-room,  when  it  came 
to  my  turn  to  call  a  dance,  thinking  I  might  as 
well  fport  the  good  fcholar  before  the  ladies,  I 
walked  up  to  the  muficians.  "  Well,  Mr.  Fid- 
dler, can  you  play  the  lonick  dance?"  He  re- 
plied that  he  had  not  met  with  it  yet,  though  he 
generally  had  the  new  country-dances  from  town 

as 
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$staim  as  they  came  out.  As  I  took  care  to 
fpeak  diis  in  a  loud  tone  of  voice,  judge  my 
confufion  ^hen,  inftead  of  the  compliments  I 
thought  due  to  my  wit,  a  loud  laugh  burft  forth 
fpontaneoufly  from  every  fide;  and  my  coufin 
jBiddy^  flouncing  out  of  the  room  in  a  great 
paflSon,  declared  flie  had  called  for  the  Belle  Ca-^ 
sherine^  and  left  me  to  dance  the  lonick,  unhar- 
monioufly  by  myfelf.  My  blulhes  rofe  in  quick 
^cceflion,  and  covering  my  face  with  my  hat,  I 
ran  home  in  all  the  torture  of  agonizing  fhame- 
l^cednefs.  The  remembrance  of  that  horrid 
fcene  has  induced  me  to  trouble  you,  requefting 
that  if  Brafs  is  (like  other  metals)  transferable, 
you  will  be  fo  good  as  to  bellow  a  little  on 

Your  obedient  humble  fcrvant, 
SiMoti  Sheepish. 

I  am  extremely  happy  that  itls  in  my  power 
to  recommend  fo  fimple  yet  efficacious  a  remedy 
as  the  following  to  Mr.  Sheepifh. 

Let  him  never  (hew  his  ingenuity,  when  bar- 
barity muft  b^  the  confcquencc  of  the  exhibition. 
Let  his  wit  flow  naturally  at  proper  times  and  in 
proper  places;  and,  in  Ihort,  let  him  aft  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  defy  ccnfure,  and  fliame  will  ne- 
ver r^ifea  bluHi  upon  his  check. 

Though 
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Though  I  cannot  pretend  to  the  extreme  mo- 
defty  of  my  correfpondent,  I  neverthelefs  have 
not  fufiicient  inipudence  to  enable  me  to  publifli 
my  qualifications  (if  I  poflefs  any)  to  the  world  j 
nor  would  I  fo  difhonor  the  underftandings  of  my 
readers  as  to  imagine  a  public  and  private  edu- 
.  cation  would  afford  them  a  moment's  compa- 
cifon. 

>  My  correfpondent's  phikfopbical-iipatky  (as  he 
terms  it)  will  never  excite  my  envy.  .1  wifli  not 
to  diveft  myfclf  of  feeling :  "  homo  fum, nihil  bu- 
manum  a  me  aliomm'futo  ;*'  and- 1  h6pe  we  may 
ftill  prefcryc  our  gcncrofity,  notwithftanding  the 
derifion  of  Mr.  Syntax's  prudent  boys,  whom  I- 
would  admonifli,  that  fince  their  chief  reward 
fecms  to  proceed  from  a  Tree,  to  take  care  that 
their  puniflimcnt  may  ,tiot  be  ingrafted  on  the 
fame  root.'  •       N. 
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^amjafe  ob  voluntatis  marore  afficimuf. 

S.  HiEROx^yM. 

How  often  do  wc  meet  with  misfortunes  in  the 
purfuit  of  pleafurc  ? 

S^  Timothy  Toi/chstone,,  ^fq. 

Sir, 

X  AM  lately  returned  from  the  Lakes  in  Cum^ 
berland,  having  fulfilled  an  engagement  widi. 
fomc  friends  to  form  ^^  in  a  party  of  fleafun^ 
As  our  cxcurfion  was  interrupted  by  fcveral  ac- 
ddents,  the  recoUeftion  of  the  ^oxAfleoJure  it 
become  quite  incongruous  to  my  ear,  and  this 
fafliionable  mode  of  expreflion  feems  diametric* 
cally  oppofite  tx>  the  true  piinciples  of  the  fpeak« 
cr'f  meaning.  |  luve  often  gK)uirc4  into  tho 
A  a  cau% 
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caufe  of  a  companion's  indifpofition,  and  beer> 
informed  that  "  it  was  a  fevere  cold  caught  die 
preceding  night,  as  my  friend  returned  with  a 
party  of  pleafure  from  Vauxhall."  I  will  omit 
the  dufly  accidents  of  parties  to  races,  reviews, 
&c.  as  I  flatter  myfclf  an  account  of  my  own 
pleajant  excurfion  ^iid  the  charaders  of  my  com- 
panions may  not  prove  unentertaining  to  fome 
of  your  readers,  and  perhaps  not  altogether 
without  its  ufe.  But  before  I  proceed  on  my 
journey,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  introduce  my  af- 
fociates  to  your  knowledge. 

The  family  of  the  Stockwells  cannot  boaft  of 
the  purity  of  their  blood,  or  produce  a  genealogy 
as  long  as  the  defcendants  of  Malcolm  and  Cad- 
wallader;  thefe  deficiencies  are,  however,  fup- 
plicd  by  a  very  ample  fortune.     Mr.  Stockwell 
is  the  fon  of  an  honcfl:  tradefman,  who  bcftowed 
an  education  upon  him  (as  he  judged)  fuitablc 
to  his  tiiture  profpects.     The  iludy  of  the  dead 
languages  proved,   in  his  opinion,  often  detri- 
mental to  young  men,  on  the  Eaftern  fide  of. 
Temple-bar;  he  therefore  felefted  an  academy 
within  the  found  of  Bow-bell,  where  "  Writing, 
and    Arithmetick  are  taught    upon   moderate, 
terms.".   Thefe  attainments,  with  a  fuperficial 
knowlcdgq;^  pf  the  EngUfii  Graipmar,  perfeArd 
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the  young  Gentkman  for  the  Gompdng^houfe. 
During  the  life  of  his  father,  his  application  to 
^)ufincfs  was  conftant;  the  pecuniary  advantages 
inconfiderable ;  but  lie.acquircd  a  general  know- 
ledge of  Commerce,  by  which  he  was  enabled, 
•upon  the  deceafe  of  the  old  man,  to  trade  ad- 
venturoufly  to  moft  parts  of  the  world.  Amidfi: 
the  various  methods  which  he  employed  of  in- 
creating  his  riches,  the  funds  principally  pngaged 
his  attention.  He  became  a  capital  purchafer, 
aAd  one  morning  obtained  a  very  large  fortune 
by  a  fudden  rife  in  Bank-ftock.  His  ideas  were 
dilated  by  this  fudden  increafe  in  his  fituation : 
Trade,  he  once  argued,  was  not  only  lucrative, 
but  honorable  and  preferable  to  Law  or  Divinity; 
how  the  hurry  and  noife  of  the  Stock-Exchange 
is  offenfive  to  his  ear;  he  difiiains  the  ac- 
quaintance of  a  Jew  Broker,  and  dcfpifes  a  l^ar- 
gain  as  an  objeft  beneadi  the  confequence  of 
an  independent  man.  An  aflbciation  with  people 
of  fafhion,  and  an  imitation  of  the  manners  of 
high  life,  he  conceives,  will  compenfatc  for  the 
want  of  a  liberal  education.  He  has  purchafed 
an  elegant  villa  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames, 
and  an  extenfive  eftate  in  an  inland  county,  wheie 
he  occafionally  retires  from  the  diflipated  fcenes 
of  the  metropolis. 

Though 
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Thoti^  the  traits  of  aTarice  art  dtfcemible  in 
his  general  character,  afFediation  and  vanity  re* 
move  every  ob(tacle»  and  tranfgrefs  beyond  the 
limits  of  parfimony.  He  can  boaft  of  the  richeit; 
liveries  and  mod  fplendid  carriages  in  the  county: 
his  coach  is  drawn  by  fix  horfes  during  the 
races^  and  followed  by  four  fervants,  that  the 
lower  clafs  of  people  may  gaze  at  his  magn]fi«> 
tence,  and  admire  his  liberality.  If  foliated  to 
contribute  to  the  fuj^rt  of  a.  needy  family^  or 
fubfcribe  to  the  erection  of  a  new  building,  Jie 
examines  the  lifl>  and  fupercilioufly  adds  hit 
Yiamej  aifhiated  by  arrogance  to  beftow  the 
Jargeft  lum. 

His  worthy  Lady  is  the  daughter  of  a  rich 
Grocer>  about  ten  years  older  than  her  ipoufe* 
Shakefpeare's  merry  Knight  with  propriety 
might  be  called  "  lean  Jack  bareboncs,"  if 
placed  in  competition  with  our  Heroine :  her 
bulk  fo  far  exceeds  the  common  lize  of  women, 
that  every  beholder  muft  exclaim  in  the  words  of 
Terence,* 

^^  habittido  eft  corporis. 

The  efFcfts  of  ftrong  waters  and  cordials  have 
proved  fo  falutary  in  difpelling  a  pain  in  her  Ibo- 
machj  thfit  frcm  their  confequen.ces  her  nofe 

(which 
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lich  is  remarkably  large)  may  vie  with  the 
leycomb  in  fmoothnefs,  or  the  gills  of  a  tur- 
ncock in  color.  The  Knights  of  the  Burning 
nnp  are  a  fociety  of  long  eftablilhment :  as  a 
didate  f<H'  the  prefidency  fhe  would  remain 
ivalled^  as  her  nafal  qualifications  entitle  her 
iie  firft  rank  in  this  order. 

■Icr  difpofition  is  in  fomc  degree  confentane- 
1  to  her  hufband*s  excentric  manners:  her 
iiey  fhe  fuppoies  a  fufficient  introduction  to 
Ibcicty  of  nobility;  where,  forgetful  of  her 
mer  condition,  (he  rails  at  the  vulgarity  of 
chanicks,  and  at  lad  is  loil  in  a  maze  of  fa- 
^nable  intricacies.  Her  high-bred  compa- 
ns  then  cfteem  it  a  frolic  to  mortify  her  va- 
f  and  fecond-hand  dignity,  by  extolling  the 
uftry  of  her  anceftors;  but  oftentation  has 
dc  her  feelings  almoft  infenfible  to  thefe  tor- 
es; for  fhe  dilregards  them  with  the  princi- 
3  of  a  rigid  Stoic. 

^.  fon  and  dauber  are  the  only  remaining 
le  of  ten  children,  whofe  conduft,  though  ac- 
ted by  different  caufes^  proves  as  abfurd  as 
ir  parent's. 

Mifs  Kitty  is  about  twenty-three  years  of  age; 
'  perfon  not  altogether  unpleafant,  but  as  a 

woman 
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woman  poflTelTed  of  extreme  fenfibility  and  dew 
ILcate  feelings.  She  occafionaily  facrifices  at  the 
flirine  of  die  Mufes,  can  fcribble  the  elegiac 
murmurs  of  a  languifliing  fwain,  or  the  com- 
plaints of  a  perjured  lover.  Her  mother  was 
rcfolved  (to  ufe  her  own  expreffion)  to  do  the 
thing  genleellyy  and  dierefore  fent  her  for  two 
years  to  a  boarding- fchool.  The  fight  of  a  larne 
perfon  throws  her  into  hyftericks,  and  her  acute 
feelings  often  create  vifionary  objedts  of  fear. 
Her  figure  has  attracted  the  attention  of  many 
young  men,  whofe  manners  indicated  ferious  in- 
tentions, but  fome  unfortunate  expreffion  of  the 
lover's  has  unravelled  the  texture  of  many 
months  compofidon :  commendations  on  cock- 
fighting,  horfe-racing,  and  even  hunting,  dif- 
covered  (in  her  opinion)  a  want  of  humanity ; 
fuch  agreeable  gratifications  fhould  be  abolifbed^ 
and  yield  to  the  mild  influence  of  mutual  fym- 
pathy. 

» 

Thefe  fubjefls  in  general  ofirr  an  opportunity 
for  the  difplay  of  her  literary  talents.  She  has 
lately  compofed  an  Elegy  in  remembrance  of 
her  favorite  lap-dog  Mignion,  who  was  con- 
veyed from  London  in  a  poft-chaifc  into. the 
country,  to  be  buried  under  a  myrde  tree  planted 
by  her  own  hand.  The  old  Gendcman  is  al- 
ways. 
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T^ays  difpleafed  with  the  continued  repetition  of 
Jme  thoughts^  elegant  exprejjions,  and  truly  poetical 
ideas:  domeftic  concerns  he  juftly  thinks  are  ac- 
cjuifitions  more  rcquiGte  for  a  young  lady,  than 
an  ufelcfs  attention  to  lap-dogs  or  Canary-birds. 
The  Son  is  lately  returned  from  Oxford,  accom- 
panied by  his  Tutor,  a  modeft  and  inoffcnfivc 
man.  The  father's  vanity  induced  him  to  allow. 
his  fon  a  liberal  income,  that  he  might  form 
conneftions,  and  aflbciate  only  with  Noblemei> 
and  Gentlemen  Commoners;  the  morals*  of  the 
young  man  have  tlierefore  been  tainted  with  de- 
bauchery and  extravagance;  two  vices,  which 
not  only  prove  prejudicial  to  individuals,  but 
often  excite  the  cavils  of  the  difputative  againft 

thofe  pillars   of  Public  Education die   two 

Univcrfities ! 

Such  are  the  traits  of  thofe  charafters,  widi 
which  your  readers  muft  fuppofe  I  am  fcated  at 
Low-wood  Inn,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Lakes.  I  arrived  late  in  the  evening,  and  upon 
enquiry  found  they  had  obtained  the  bed  accom- 
modations that  the  place  afforded.  I  was  intro- 
duced whilft  die  family  were  at  fupper,  and  aftec 
an  hearty  fhake  from  the  Father,  and  a  dam'me^ 
wy  boyy  ho'ia  fare  you  ?  from  the  hopeful  Son;  the 
Jatter  began  to  difplay  liis  logic  at  the  expence  of 

his 
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his  Tutor's  modcfty,  who  appeared  the  principd 
objeft  of  his  derifion  and  entertainment. 

Young  Stockwell  began  to  boaft  ofhis  driving 
a  gig  from  Oxford  to  London  in  fix  hours :  this 
aftion  met  with  the  difapprobation  of  the  Lady 
of  feeling,  who  inveighed  in  the  nioft  virulent 
terms  againft  the  cruelty  of  the  cuftom;  reci- 
procity of  punifliment  fhe  recommended  to  be 
inflifted  on  fuch  barbarians;  for  her  own  part, 
flie  had  often  walked  from-Drury-lane  Theatre 
in  a  rainy  night,  that  the  poor  dumb  animals 
might  not  fuffer  additional  torment.     Her  bro- 
ther could  no  longer  reftrain  the  violence  ofhis 
temperi    but  with    great    emotion   exclaimed, 
**  Damn  your  fenfibility !  I  would  not  facrificc 
the  pleafures  of  an  Oxford  Hack,  or  the  happi- 
nefs  of  four  in  hand,  for  all  the  morality  that  you 
boaft  of"     This  was  followed  by  a  friendly  lec- 
ture from  Mrs.  Stockwell,  to  pay  that  deference 
to  his  fitter,  to  which  her  abilities  and  the  weak- 
nefs  of  her  fex  entitled  her.     Fatigued  with  my 
journey,  and  deriving  no  pleafure  from  conver- 
fatioiv  I  moved  to  retire.      This  propofal  met 
with  the  confcurrence  of  the  whole  company,  wh^ 
appointed  fix  as  the  hour  of  rifing. 

I  waft 


v^'  C^^>  ^ho  thformcd  me  that  thi  radios  Vfeif 
MRufyi  and  only  awaited  ihy  j)itfence ;  i  th^etti^ 
^  ^  haftened  down  ftairs,  and^  after  the  itfuid  corn^-- 
^  JEnehtSjWegot  intoafemarkablelju^  femSy-ccmith^ 
^  provided  with  two  poftiUionSi  the  ht  co^dkajMi^ 
y'  and  direc  grooms.  The  twoltmak!i  of  cdoth 
^-  Were  placed  in  the  front  feat^  and  I  was  coili- 
J  plimentcd  with  the  honor  of  fitdftg  IjeMw^ 
m     '  tfaem?"^ 

,j  jAyueiiuas  pingues  ccmprim&  inttr  am^'^^ 

^  BoukNi. 

i 

■  ^  ^  three  gentlemen  oppofitc-^-you  mufl  Qgurc 
H  to  youif^lf  my  unpleafmg  (ituadon^  as  I  find 
^  I  infk]£  unable  to  dcfcribe  it.  The  corpulency 
^  ^  of  the  pne»  and  the  fafhionabie  hat  of  the  other^ 
I  entirely  deprived  me  of  the  light.  *I  heard  in 
.  t  Went  anguifti  the  defcription  of  yicws,  that  ex-. 
^  iceeded  the  power  of  languages  and  the  beauti->» 
iiil  diQ^ay  of  nature  infpired  the  yoyng  lady'j^. 
imagination  with  fublime  ideas. 

Mrs,  S(6ckweU  was  fuddenly  feized  with  a 
giddinefs  in  her  head,  and  apain  in  her  ftomach, 
/when  we  had  proceeded  about  du-cc  miles.    I 

cxpref* 


; 
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exprefled  my  concern  for  her  indifpofitToiiy*  zxii 
oiTered  her  a  fmelling  bottles  this  was  politdf 
refufed,  as  fhe  always  carried  an  infallible  re* 
medy  on  account  of  the  frequency  of  her  dif- 
order,  defiring  Mifs  Kitty  to  feel  in  the  pocket 
for  the  cherry  brandy  and  neat's  tongue;  but  her 
maid's  early  rifinghad  deprived  her  of  her  me- 
mory, for  after  diligent  fearch  the  medicina 
could  not  be  found.  The  patient  began  to  rail 
at  the  negligence  of  her  fervant,  and  proteftcd 
ihe  could  not  proceed,  unlefs  fhe  had  her  ufual 
morning  draught :  One  of  the  grooms  was  there- 
fore fent  back  to  Low  Wood  to  bring  the 
wilhed -for  liquor.  I  defired  the  coachman  to 
go  on,  but  was  inftantly  checked,  as  the  (bak- 
ing of  the  carriage  affefted  her  nerves.  I  was 
tntertained  during  the  abfence  of  the  fervant  witfc 
the  inceffant  fnoring  of  father  and  fon,  whilft 
the  mother  uttered  her  complaints  and  difcourfed 
upon  the  efficacy  of  brandy  in  removing  her 
pain.  The  expcdled  prize  at  length  arrived: 
A  large  glafs  with  an  immoderate  pinch  of  fnuff 
was  the  firft  dofe ;  fhe  then  recommended  a  little 
to  me,  as  the  beft  preventative  of  wind  in  the 
ttomach;  this  I  politely  refufed,  but  Ihc  found 
it  iieceDary  to  take  a  fccond  bumper^  ^iclt 
cffedtually  accomplifhed  her  cure. 

B. 

\Xo  he  continued.^ 
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,    Ecce  iterum.  Juvenal* 

Once  more  the  fame  fubjeft* 

JL  HEl  whips- of  the  poftillions  again  cracked, 
but  the  fudden  jolt  of  the  carriage  awakened  the 
young  fquire,  who  dreaming  that  he  was  en- 
gaged in  a  fox  chace,  roared  out  "  Hark,  for- 
ward, my  boys,  tallyho!"  the  fumes  of  the 
preceding  night's  tobacco  meeting  the  medicinal 
fmell  of  cherry  brandy  (though  I  am  not  very 
delicate)  had  nearly  conquered  me ;  but  a  for- 
tunate puff  of  wind  carried  both  for  fome  time 
into  the  common  atmofphere.  An  unwieldy 
perfon  oppofed  to  an  hat,  that  refembled  a  pa- 
rasol, and  a  cork  rump  proved  the  Scylla  and 
Charybdis  of  the  excurfions  for  I  was  irrefifti- 
bly  thrown  by  the  motion  of  the  coach  upon  the 
B  ^  mercy 
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mercy  of  the  old  lady,  and  relieved  in  3  fevf 
minutes  frorp  this  inconvenience  by  difcompof- 
mg  the  order  of  fafhionable  folly.  "  The  rural 
fubjc6b,  \vhich  have  employed  die  pens  of  Den- 
ham  and  Pope,"  faid  Mifs  Kitty,  addrefling 
herfclf  to  me,  "  muft  yield  to  the  beauties  of 
thefe  romantic  fcencs ;"  (lie  was  proceedings  but 
a  violent  crafh  of  the  fore -wheel  interrupted  her 
favorite  rhapfody,  and  v/e  were  immediately  fct 
faft  in  a  flough.  Such  a  fcene  of  confufion  en- 
fued,  as  to  "  beggar  defcription;"  the  mother 
fainted,  the  father  awoke,  and  flew  into  a  violent 
paflion,  ignorant  of  the  caufe  of  the  difturbance ; 
Mifs  declaimed  againft.the  cruelty  of  the  poftil- 
lions,  who  were  whipping  the  horfcs:  Wc  were 
at  length  relieved  by  ihe  prefence  of  our  attend- 
ants, who  were  almoft  ftunned  by  theinceflant  cry 
of  "  help!  Richard!  William!  John!  open  the 
door!"  this  command  was  executed,  and  we 
were  all  lifted  out  of  the  carriage.  The  Oxo- 
nian declared  thefe  accidents  frequcntTy  bccurrcd 
in  fchemes  to  town;  and  that  a  fore  fide  or 
black  eye  were  the  only  inconveniencies.  Upon 
examination  of  our  wounds,  I  found  I  was  ho- 
nored with  the  latter.  The  method  of  proce- 
dure then  engrofiTedour  confiderationj  the  elder 
blanch  propofcd  returning,  but  Mifs  was  de- 
terniined  not  to  be  difappointed  in  her  pleafurej 

as 
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:as  the  Ixaudcs  of  the  prolpcft  would  be  height^ 
jencd  by  the  prcfent  fercnity  of  die  flcy.  Upoa 
-cnquiiy  we  found,  tha^  wc  had  advanced  fix 
^les,  a;id  were  abfen:  about  one  from  an  cmi- 
iicnce,  whence  we  might  fee  Conifton  Lake,  and 
the  country  adjacent.  A  fervant  was  fcnt  to 
a  neighbouring  wheelwright's  to  repair  the  car- 
riage, whilft  we  afccnded  the  hill.  The  affift- 
iince  of  my  arm  was  accepted  by  the  mother, 
who  complained  of  the  uneafinefs  the  pebbles 
inflifted  upon  her  corns ;  I  comforted  her  with 
an  affurancc,  that  the  magnificence  of  the  prof- 
pe6l  would  coii.pcnfate  for  her  prefent  lamenta* 
JCion;-— the  brother  paid  a  proper  fraternal  regard 
to  his  filler,  the  father  gruii^bicd,  and  the  tutor 
clofcd  the  procefiion  in  filcnce.  At  length  we 
reached  the  top,  from  whence  we  oblerved  the 
lake  furrounded  with  rich  meadows:  The  pen- 
.dent  woods  that  Ihade  Conifton  Hall,  and  the 
neighbouring  mountains  prefcot  a  view,  that 
.exceeds  human  conceptions;  but  amidft  this 
/bene  q{  f^kcifure  an  unexpected  calamity  oc- 
curred i  the  ncctrflityof  a  fpying-glafs  had  been 
.entirely  forgot;  the  exulting  youth  feized  this 
^opportunity  of  fporting  with  the  patience  of  his 
another,  by  exprcfling  aftoniflinjfnt  at  objefts, 
which  exceeded  her  penetration,  A  meffengcr 
jBrriyed  acquainting  us,  ^at  the  carriage  was  re- 
paired. 
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paired,  and  waited  our  prefence:  this  was  afor^ 
tunate  circumftance,  for  a  fudden  fog  accompa- 
nied by  a  flight  rain  overtook  us,  as  we  hurried 
down  the  hill,     "i'he  tutor's  unlucky  ftars  placed 
him  in  my  former  fituation  between  the  two 
ladies,  but  his  complacency  would  not  permit  him 
to  murmur.     It  was  now  una  voce  determined 
to  dine  at  Low  Wood ;  this  refolution  excited 
the  moft  pleafing  fenfations  in  my  bread,  as  \ 
expefted  a  more  fpeedy  relief  from  my  embar-. 
raflment.  The  Oxonian  thence  expreffed  a  defire 
to  (how  his  dexterity  in  the  managenient  of  the 
whip — the  folicitations  of  a  parent  anxious  for 
the  fafety  of  her  fon  proved  of  no  effedt — difo- 
bedience   prevailed   againft    the    remonftrancc 
of  father,  mother,  fifter  and   tutor.     The  wo- 
man of  feeling  admonifhed  him  not  to  ufe  th^ 
dumb    creatures   cruelly;    as   foon   as   he   was 
mounted,  with  the  afliftance  of  the  poftillions, 
he  fo  whipped  and   halloed,    that  the   violent 
Ipeed  of  the  horfes  encreafed  the  terror  of  the 
infide  coi^ipany;  Mrs,  Stockwcll  (though  op- 
pofed  by  her  hufband,    the  tutor  and  myfclf) 
fcreamed  in  fo  violent  a  manner,  tliat  flie  caufed 
them  to  overpower  the  reins  of  the  new  coach- 
man.    Mama  fainted,  Mifswcpt;  the  reiterated 
cries  of  the  ladies  were  at  length  interrupted  t^y 
«i  fccpnd  overthro^v  of  die  carriage i  our  direc- 
tor 
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tor  was  thrown  about  ten  yards  into  a  dt  ep  Quag- 
mire, from  whence  he  found  it  difficult  to  ex-- 
tricate  himfelf ;  order  was  banilhed  from  within 
the  coach;  like  an  Atlas  I  bore  the  burthen  of 
the  whole  company  upon  my  back  and  Ihould- 
ersi'  Mr.  Stockwell  fprawled  over  the  perfon  of 
his  wife,  and  crept  through  the  window;  the  tu- 
tor and  the  young  lady  difputed  (ignorant  of  my 
condition)  concerning  the  right  of  precedency, 
the  lady  at  length  yielded  to  the  entreaties  of  the 
dependant  fcholar,  who  followed  the  example  of 
the  old  gentleman. 

The  removal  of  Mrs.  Stockwell  was  next  at- 
tempted, but,  like  the  punifhment  of  Ixion,  we 
found  the  tafk  more  difficult,  as  our  efforts  en- 
crealed.  That  one  misfortune  is  generally  pro- 
duftive  of  another,  evciy  man  converlant  in  the 
viciflTitudes  of  life  muft  allow.  Violent  contufions 
on  every  part  of  my  body  were  not  the  only  incon- 
veniences I  at  that  time  experienced;  an  unfortu- 
nate twifl:  of  her  elbow  cracked  the  precious  liquor, 
that  had  caufed  lb  much  difcontent  at  the  com- 
mencement of  our  journey,  and  upon  her  expa- 
tiating on  the  lofs,  a  large  box  of  rappee  dropt 
from  her  hand:  The  contents  of  both  flowed 
fo  abundantly  into  my  nofe  and  mouth,  that  I 
had  nearly  fufftred  fuffbcation.  As  foon  as  our 
female  FalftafF  had  alighted,  fqr  which  purpofe 

they 
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they  were  compelled  to  open  the  coach  door,  J 
leaped  out  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the  clear  air,, 
of  which  pleafure  I  hail  for  fortie  tinrie  been  de- 
prived. When  I  had  recovered  from  my  fright, 
and  enquired  into  the  (late  of  my  companions; 
thoUp^h  battered  and  bruifcd,  I  could  fcarcc  re- 
frain from  laughter  at  the  figh^  of  our  juvenile 
charioteer— his  clothes  were  bcfrneaied  with  mud, 
his  face  and  hands  fcvcvely  bliflered  by  thiftles. 
As  the  reparation  of  this  fecond  accident  was 
jmpoflible,  we  remained  for  fome  time  expofed  to 
an  heavy  fhower,  deliberadng  upon  our  future 
method  of  conveyance.  In  this  condition  we 
continued  an  hour,  when  a  returned  poft-chaife 
fortunately  paflcd  by,  in  which  we  feated,  or 
rather  comprefled  the  two  ladies  and  the  old  gen- 
tleman. I  propofed  the  groom's  horfes  forour- 
fclves.  The  Tutor,  better  verled  in  the  chariot- 
race  of  Homer  orVirgi!,  than  in  the  art  of  mo- 
dern horfemanlhip,  but  unwilling  to  dilplay  hi$ 
ignorance,  feconded  r*i- inocion,  and  unfortunately 
was  mounted  on  the  mofl  unruly  horfe.  Wc 
proceeded  very  gently  for  fome  tinrje.  The  (bre- 
ncfi  <^my  ov/Q  bones,  and  die  wet  condition  of 
$hc  Squire,  favored  the  Tutor  for  a  quarter  of  a 
milej  but  the  Squire's  horie,  with  a  fudden  fmacH 
p(  his  whip,  ftarted  into  a  violeAt  gallop :  the 
Tutor's  inftantly  followed,  y^hich  Young  Stock- 

weU 
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'Well  obferved  with  a  glance  of  triumph,  and 
on  a  fuppofition  that,  fired  with  a  fpint  of  emu- 
lation, he  was  attempting  to  pafs  him,  iiicreafed 
his  pace;  when  his  Precepror,  finding  every  ef- 
fort of  curbing  his  horfc  fruidefs,  dropped  the 
bridle,  and  graJped  at  the  laft  hope  of  fafety,  the 
mane.  His  exclamations  of  "  Stop !  ftop !" 
were  interpreted  by  his  equeftrian  antagonift  as 
the  ufual  tricks  of  an  experiienced  jockey.  Tho* 
uneafy  for  the  fafety  of  poor  Orthodox,  I  could 
not  abftain  from  fmiling  at  his  diftrefs.  The 
Play  concluded  with  the  downfal  of  the  Tutor- 
His  horfe,  unaccuftomed  to  the  treatment  he 
experienced  through  the  unfkilfulnefs  of  hij 
rider,  tolled  his  head  in  fo  violent  a  man- 
ner, that  he  loft  two  of  his  teeth,  and  a 
tumble  on  the  foul  road  proved  the  cataftrophc 
of  a  fcene  worthy  of  the  pencil  of  an  Hogarth. 
I  haftened  to  his  afliftance.  As  the  lofs  of  teeth 
was  the  only  damage  he  fuftained,  I  led  him 
to  a  brook,  and  wafhing  his  mouth,  tied  an 
handkerchief  round  his  head.  I  had  perfuaded 
him  to  exchange  horfes,  but  as  we  were  mounting 
the  poft-chaife  overtook  us,  and  I  related  as 
briefly  as  poffible  the  caule  of  our  ftoppage.  Wc 
fhould  have  been  delayed  with  precepts  of  mora- 
lity and  differtations  upon  compaflion,  had  not  the 
father  been  anxious  to  return.  The  Tutor  pre- 
ferred 
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ferred  riding  behind  the  poft-chaife,  in  whicli 
manner  we  returned  to  Low- wood.  I  received  2 
letter,  the  contents  of  which  I  did  not  reveal  un- 
til I  heard  a  propofal  frofri  the  young  lady  to  walk 
the  next  nnorning  to  Windermere.  The  beautiful 
prolpefts  we  had  that  day  feen,  and  the  delight 
Ihe  took  in  fuch  pleafant  excurfions,  afforded  a 
fubjeft  of  half  an  hour's  difcuflion.  As  I  ex- 
pected our  walk  might  be  attended  with  as  many 
f leafing  accidents  as  the  preceding  day's  ride,  I 
declined  the  honor  of  accompanying  them  j  and 
taking  out  my  letter,  pretended  that  I  muft  return 
early  the  next  morning.  The  whole  family  ex- 
prefled  their  regret,  as  the  country  about  Win- 
dermere was  fo  enchanting,  that  they  were  cer- 
tain I  (hould  lofe  much  pleafure.  I  affured  them 
no  confideration,  except  urgent  bufinefs,  Ihould 
induce  me  to  leave  fuch  charming  fcenes  and  fo- 
cial  company. 

In  hopes  tliat  I  have  clearly  expofed  the  con- 
tradiftion  exifting  between  a  party  o( pleafure  and 
its  common  defcription,  and  elucidated  by  the 
foregoing  narrative  itiy  prefatory  obfervations,  I 
remain  Your  humble  fervant, 

Geoffry  Gadabout. 

B. 

Errors 
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Errors  and  prejudices  have  prevailed  fince 
the  infancy  of  fociety,  but  mofl:  of  them  are  the 
cflfefts  of  habit,  (to  which  I  attribute  Mr,  Gad- 
about's complaint)  as  phyfical  caufes  poficfs  but 
little  influence  over  the  human  mind. 

Our  intellectual  conceptions  of  objeds  arc 
often  Iwayed  by  principles  contrary  to  reafon, 
though  cuftom  or  rather  fafhionable  conceit  may 
apparently  give  fanftion  to  thefe  inconfiftcncies^ 
Emotions  which  excite  pleafure  or  pain  in  one 
breaft,  may  produce  contrary  efFe(fts  in  another : 
the  foregoing  example  is^  I  think,  clearly  illuf^ 
trative  of  this  truth.  An  imaginary  precon- 
ception of  pleafure  fo  elevated  Mifs  Stockwell's 
fancy,  that  her  ideas  feem  expofed  to  the  fame 
mutabili.y  of  faftiion  to  which  her  drefs  is  liable* 
If  her  notions  were  adopted,  the  afFcdlions  of 
the  human  mind  to  particular  objefts  might  be 
defcribed  by  expreflions,  hitherto  explanatory  of 
an  oppofitc  meaning.  Pleafure  and  pain,  virtue 
and  vice,  might  occafionally  exchange  names ; 
the  indefatigable  labor  of  Lexicographers  would 
be  entirely  obviated;  our  ideas  would  be  altered 
as  often  as  the  abfurd  levity  of  a  perfon  of  fafhion 
might  direft,  or  other  fortuitous  circumftances 
regulate. 

The  ignorant  obferve  die   imperfe6tions  of 

fhc  great  with  envy,  and  endeavor  to  imitate 

4  cuftoms 
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cuftoms  that  are  difgraceful  to  an  enlightened 
nation.  The  foibles  of  the  Nobkman  gradual^ 
defcend  to  the  loweft  clafs  of  fociety  j  caudoQ 
and  prudence  (hould  therefore  be  the  maxims  of 
men,  by  whofe  aftions  the  multitude  arc  guided. 
In  like  manner  if  the.  definition  of  words  is  di- 
redted  by  the  will  of  individuals ;  if  the  mecha* 
nic's  daughter  can  patiiendy  endure  difappoint- 
ment,  yet  derive  exquifite  pleafure  from  Jicr 
fufferance,  becaufe  it  is  fafhionable,  the  expofi- 
tion  of  thefe  abfurdities,  and  the  promotion  of 
their  reform,  fhould  be  forwarded  by  every  "man 
of  fenfe. 

That  the  difFufion  of  literature  and  the  pro- 
grefs  of  civilization  are  now  more  general  than  at 
any  paft  period,  needs  no  exemplification:  if 
the  triumph  of  Genius  is  therefore  fo  great,  wc 
Ihould  fufFer  no  depravation,  but  endeavor  to 
extricate  the  principles  of  fcience  and  general 
knowledge  from  thole  errors  in  which  they  arc 
involved.  B, 


No.  25. 


«  F      THE 


T  R  I  F  L  E  R. 


Sitfiper  ego  auditor  tantum  ? 

Juvenal. 


L  O  N  D  O  N: 
FRINTED    FOR    THE   AUTHORf, 

AMD 

Sold  bf  Meffieurt  RoBiiitoNt,  Pater-nofter-Rov* 
M.DCC.LXXXVlil. 

tftttetet  at  dtationettf  lt)al(« 


Lucius  Junius  is  naived^  a  morning  print  is  tbeprcpir 

channel  for  his  information. 
Matilda'5  verfcs  arc  the  ijfufions  of  a  difordind  brain. 


Number     XXV. 

O  F    T  H  £ 


T  R  I  F  L  E  R. 


S  AT  U  i    ..  A  •  ,  Nbvadcr  1 5,  1788. 


luTpo?  yap  ii-*,;    .;■.'.  r?  a>T«^foj      ::.  an 
.    let .  TfKTai^-.in^  *?:*  Vivui  <^p/4«ii«  9rac-0«fc  i 

A    vife  ?Sylic!;;n  fkillM  oar  wrrnd?  to  heal. 

Is  mc.e  i.ian  a^rple^  to  ine  Pulixic  Weal*        Pof£. 

While  I  was  endeavo-it^g  the  other  day  .  to 
'  diflipate  melancholy  by  the  reading  of  a  Newf- 
paper,  rtiy  attention  was  attracted  by  a  long 
adve.  nllmcnt  compoild  by  one  of  oiir  learned 
itinciant  piofeffors  of  Pharmacy:  as  it  outdid 
all  lornKr  attempts  which  I  had  before  f^cn^ 
in  the  art  oi  fufing^  and  the  powers  of  recom*-^ 
mendarion,  I  have  tranic  'ned  it  fo?  ttic  leucfii 
of  my  Readers,  and  added  a  few  remarks  by 
way  of  anddote. 

Jj  Y  the  blefling  of  God,  and  for  the  good  oi 
his  creatures!!  Preciferly  at  half  paft  fix  laft 
night,  arrived  at  this  town,  die  great  and  juftly 

icelebrated  Dodor  R ,  and  with  him  the  m.off 

D  d  rare 
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rare  and  invaluable  aflbmoent  of  inerrable  medi^ 
cines  in  the  known  worlds  of  which  die  following 
is  only  a  ^ri^recitadon.  His  inedimable  voladle 
falts>  the  con>ponen£  parts  of  which  are  known  only 
to  the  Dodor,  and  will  remain  fo  to  ^l  etern^y. 
However,  therefore,  they  may  be  imitated  infof-m^ 
they  never  can  be  in  effeS.  T  he  moment  they 
are  applied  to  the  olfaftory  organ,  vulgarly  called 
the  iiofe,  they  will  recover  the  moft  diimal  iaincing 
mr  fwooning  fi^ — will  difpcl  till  the  hour  of  .dif« 
ibludon,  fiuihings,  vapors,  dulinef^,  heada.hr, 
megrims,  &c. — the  moft  violent  hypochondiiac 
affecuon,  even  when  dead)  and  de{Vru6tion  are 
the  determined  refult  of  an  affedled  mind,  oi* 
difbrdered  body,  cannot  wichftand  the  inexpugna- 
ible  force  of  their  firft  appUcadon.  They  arc  a 
certain  and  fpecdy  remedy  for  flecpinefs  whether 
natural  oi  acquired,  keep  up  the  fpirits  to  a  mi- 
racle, invigorate  ^^d  enliven  the  whole  mani 
imd,  in  a  word,  reiufcitate  all  his  fenHtive  fzcuU 
ties  and  powers  accelTible  to  fenfadon.  In  cafes 
bf  in^bri«ty,  their  power  is  wonderful  indeed, 
for  the  gendefl  fniff  will  in  the  twinkling  of  an 
eye  reflore  the  drunkard  to  the  free  and  untainted 
cxercife  of  his  rcafon-^-^nd  more  wonderful  ftiU ! 
one  and  twenty  cafes  are  attcfted  by  perfons  of 
eminent  veracity,  where  thtir  vivifying  power 
has  aftually  caufed  revivifcency  to  thofe  ^Ho  had 

appji- 
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apparently  ftink  into  everlafting  flumber ! !  1  They 
are  alfo  to  be  difiblved  and  taken  internaUy  by 
droplets,  which>  as  they  efiefhially  expunge  and 
eradicate  the  conftitudonal  caufe,  fo  they  relieve 
find  potendy  connfort  and  recreate  the  brain, 
ftrengthen  and  corroborate  the  ftomachj  remove 
languor,  purify  the  blood ;  and,  in  a  word,  are 
tiie  greateft  Cephalic,  Stomachic,  Hepatic,  and 
powerful  Aromatic  poflible. — Sold  for  the  good 
of  mankind  fo  low  as  five  fhiUings  the  botde. 

The  fupcrlative  Antifcorbutic  pill,  which  cures 
all  kind  of  infedions  in  the  blood,  and  is  a  pre<« 
irenrive  againft  all  diforders,  even  when  they 
are  arrived  to  their  laft  and  utmoft  atuck  on 
human  nature— it  ^&Mt;^j  erery  difcruciadngpaini 
fiom  the  flomach,  adjmaiis  digeftion,  and  pate-^ 
fiis  obffa-udions — it  is  the  bell  medicine  in  the 
whole  univerfe  againft  thofe  pernicious  animakuUfi 
in  children  and  grown  perfons,  vulgarly  called 
n — j.^Iince  it  Icoxirs  away  by  the  irritability 
and  corrofity  of  its  component  parts,  all  the  ropf 
vifcid  humors,  which  are  the  inexhauftible  fourct 
of  endlefs  generation  to  thoie  noxious  reptiles. 
For  thefe,  its  various  quaiides,  and  others  tog 
many  to'  enumerate,  it  is  efteemed  the  moft 
precious  yet,  inpenfible  family  medicinal  refburce, 
that  was,  or  ever  will  be  known,  to  prcfervc 
health.     Price  ios.(>d.  the  box. 

The 
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ThcDofl*or'has  an  infallible  fanation  for  corni 
iWthout  cutting. — Salves  prepared  upon  the  bcft 
principles,  and  from  extramiindane  herbaccoui 
prodiiflions  of  his  own  cultivating— an  antitodc 
for  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog,  compofed  from  'a 
ichemical  procefs  of  fca- water.  Ointments,  liqiiidy) 
fermentations,  drops,  pills,  and  powders  without 
end  for  the  gout,  rheumatifm,  gravel,  and  aH 
bthcr  chronical  diftempers,  fuitcd  to  the  difFeient 
ages -and  conftitutions  of  the  affliftcd. 

Hear  ye  Tons  of  woe,  and  haflen  to  the  • 
-     *     Standard  of  Health  ! 

'  B«  it'known  then,  that  (hould  any  patient 
labtir  under  a  variety  of  complaints  mental  and 
corporeal,  be  they  ever  fo  numerous  and  com* 
plicated,  whether  caufed  by  the  approach  of  old 
»ge,  by  excefs  of  good  living,  by  natural  or  ac- 
quired fcorbutic  and  fcrophulous  inclinations, 
hf  lacerations,  vulneraticms,  or  verberations  of 
iny  fort,  or  by  what  contributes  moft  to  the 
flecay  of  human  life — the  unfkilful  management 
and  premeditated  ignorance  of  what  is  pompoufly 
tailed  "  The  reguhr  PraSIitioner*  and  the  appli- 
cation of  his  poifonous  medicaments — an  exaft 
com|M^und  of  thefe  feveral  invaluable  Ipecifics, 
well  incoqx)rated  and  adminiftcred  in  certain  ap- 
portionments, and  at  piirticular  moments,  the 
-■   •  know- 
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kri^wledge  whereof  is  the  Arcanum  Maxmiffimumg 
ifrill  infallibly  depell  all  his  ills,  and  reftoie  him 
io  priftinc  health  and  vigor. 

N.  B.     I  reftore  cnpiltation^  irradiate  the 
blind,  can  Juperate  a  mortification  in  any  part  of 

the  body  without  amputation ;— To  which  I  can 
add  with/eric/a  trrab,  that  I  am  fo  dexterous  at 
the  Stone,  as  to  have  extrafted  more  than  loo 
root  and  branch  without  dijfecating  thclkin,  op 
tven  the  knowledge  of  the  patient  till  his  cure  was 
Bffefted, 

Teeth  drawn  hy  a  magical  touch  at  i  s.  each,  or 
lOj.  6d.  per  dozen. 

For  the  ufe  of  Gentlemen  of  the  Army  who 
may  have  loft  their  ocular  organs,  I  have  falfe 
eyes,  which  even  equal  in  virtue  natural  ones, 
and  are  greatly  their  fuperiors  in  dazzling  viva- 
city, beautiful  color,  and  incorruptible  Ilrength^ 
as  they  never  debilitate,  or  require  the  applica- 
tion of  artificial  glalTes. 

Caje  of  Anthony  Rhimemonger,  F/q.  Pcet. 

To  readers  v;ho  have  not  experimentally 
known  the  medicinal  abilities  of  an  erratic  Pliy- 
fician,  the  above  Iruf  recitation  may  appear  to 

include 
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include  exaggerated  accounts^  and  to  avow  the 
poflefllon  of  powers  fituated  beyond  the  readi 
of  humanity-  -Such  doubts  I  hope  my  unbiafle;! 
teftimony  will  difpeL  Many  and  lingular  have^ 
been  the  benefits  which  my  family  (not  to  mcn* 
tion  others)  have  received.  .An  old  Unde^  whc) 
after  twenty-five  years  fcrvice  in  the  Eaft  Ix^ieSi^ 
came  home  crippled^  bEnd^  deaf>  and  toothleC^ 
by  Doctor  R — 's  afCftance,  got  a  new  pair  of 
legs^  ditto  of  eyes^  and.  ears^  and  a  new  let  of 
denta\  inftruments — with  theie  perfe6tions  and  a 
tolerable  fhare  of  addiefs,  he  fet  up  for  a  young 
Beau  of  Fafhion,  and  made  fhift  to  carry  off  a 
young  girl  of  20,000^^.  fortune  j  as  Providence 
has  not  yet  bleffed  him  with  any  iiTue,  I  look 
upon  myfclf,  and  am  regarded  by  every  one, 
as  his  heir.  I  have  Aunts  of  fixty,  whofe  com- 
plexion  and  beauty  is  equal  to  what  it  was  forty 
years  ago  j  I  have  coufins^  who  have  ufed  the 
volatile  falts  with  fuch  wonderful  fuccels,  that 
they  enjoy  a  life  as  long  again  as  that  of  the  com- 
mon herd  of  mankind.  By  fmclling  every  four 
and  twenty  hours  to  them,  they  receive  a  greater 
refrefhnient  tJiun  what  a  whole  niglit's  fleep  could 
confer,  and  thence  employ  in  ufcful  induftry,  or 
innocent  plcafiue,  what  would  oth^rwife  be  (pent 
in  the  neceffary,  bur  inadivc  relaxation  of  nature. 
To  bring  myjdf  for  an  example,    I   need  only 

recur 
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tcctif  to  all  m  various  poems  (lately  publHhcd 
loftayo)  thcncrvor,  beauty,  reafoning,  and  in-, 
ttmparable  merits  of  which  are  all  to  be  attri- 
mted  to  the  influence  of  the  doAor's  medicines 
vtr  my  intelle£tual  powers,  and  melicM^ted  ge-^ 
iius.  In  expeftatbn  that  credit  will  be  paid  to 
njr  atteftadons^and  from  the  double  wifh  of  oblige 
ig  the  public,  and  paying  a  debt  of  gradtude  to 
)r.  R- — -, .  I  have  certified  the  above  wonder-* 
A  h&M  all  within  the  narrow  compafs  of  my  own 
anily,  and  ietmy  hand  and  feal  in  proof  thereof. 
Anthony  Rhimbmongir. 

This  cafe  was  followed  by  many  others  equally 
orious,  which  as  they  only  differ  in  the  names 
f  the  ^Kral  diforders  fpecified  to  be  cured,  I 
n-bear  to  lay  before  my  readers.  The  perufai 
f  the  advcrriicment  alone  was  i  uificient  to  give 
ie  a  moft  fiivorabfe  opinion  of  its  author;  with 
rhat  pfeafure  did  I  6mA  on  each  inflance  of  his 
liraculous  fkilU  and  traifcendant  philanthopy  I 
ich  what  heartfelt  fati^^Tcion  did  I  exult  in 
le  fuppo£rion  that  at  length  I  had  found  out 

human  being  capable  of  and  replete  widi  dif- 
iterefted  benevolence !  but  alas,  to  thefe  pleafing 
id  flattering  fcnfations  the  entrance  of  my  friend 
Tick  Frankly  foon  putadop;  feeing  me  inclined 
I  a  melancholy  pofture,  and  a  newfpaper  in  my 
und,   he  exclaimed  with  ius  ufual  adroitnefs. 

«  What," 
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^«What,  grave  and  at  politics  agaiivTiimP'  •^No,** 
anfvcred  I,  "  I  have  been  dhrcrting  myfdf  vndi 
reading  the  celebrated  Dr.  R^-^'s  exploits,  andTtt 
you  entered^  was  confidering  him  as  the  mofipEm 
feft  paragon  of  hunnan  virtue  and  ability  I  had  areo 
mctwith/*  •'  A  pretty  miftakeAisrrof  yaur'si«ia 
fince  I  can  prove  him  one  of  the  verieft  knaves  and 
mod  confumnnate  fools  in  the  kingdom.''  ^  Hp« 
fo?^'  cried  I;  **  hear  me,  and  if  whiit  1  am  jgaidg 
to  fay,  does  not  convince  you  of  his  vittainyy  ycMA 
too  mature  piejudice  in  his  favor  ikrfli-.iiatye  got 
tire  better  of  reafon  and  common  fenfe,     WeD, 

this  R ,  who  has  no  more  prctenfions  to:the 

title  of  Do6Vor  than  youfclf,  was  original^  a  ial^ 
low-chandler *s  (hop-boy ;  hispilferingjdiipQficiQii 
feoh  began  to  fhew  itfclf,  for^  bdbrci  the  age  rf 
twenty,  he  was  turned  out  ofifcxs  irnafter's  houfir^ 
on  fufpicion  of  repeated  ^did.  Afikc,  this  di£t 
grace  he  was  picked  up-bf  fc  wandering  empyrioi 
fibmwhom,  after  he  ha*  l<fltrn^d  riie  technical 
tricks,  •  he  ran  away,  an4  affiiming.  the  ccgntmen 
of  Dr.  fet  up  for  himfelf.  PW)iti  die  time  he  has 
followed  this  honorable  profeffion,  there  is  fcarce 
a  city  in  England  from  which  he  has  not  been 
fuccefliVely  difmiflcd  with  aggravatjd. ignominy. 
Dui'ing  the  courfe  of  laft  fummcr  hc'fuffered  two 
repulfions,  one  at  B-n — ,  the  other  ^at  O——1 
of  his  retreat  from  the  latter  of  thefe  places  I  will 
relate  to  you  the  caulc — It  wil!  give  you  a  Ipeci- 

men 
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men  of  his  dijnterefied  pra&icQ:   'A  ccuntr}'man, 
who  for  fome  time  had  labored  under  a  very  bad' 
ague,  fcduccd  by  the  pompous  account  of  the 
Doftor's  omnifcicncc,  gathered  among  his  freinds 
the  fum  of  half-a-guinea,  and  applying  to  R        ■ 
gave  him  the  money,  opened  his   caie,  andbeg-' 
gcd  advice :  "  Call  again  this  day  week,    brin 
as  much  money  again,  and  then  perhaps  I  may 
help  you,"  was  the   Doftor's  reply. — "Lord 
Mefs  your  Honor,  I  couldn't  bring  as  moch  mo- 
ney agin,  if  you  you'd  give  ma  tha  wurld  for't." 
*'  If  that  IS  the  cafe,  I  can  do  nothing  for  you'*' 
---"But  wunt  your  Honor  give  ma  thn  half  guinea 
agin?" — "No— it  Is  theintroduftion  fee." — The 
honeft  countryman  pleaded  in  vain  for  his  loft. 
money;  the  quack  was  inexorable,  neither  the 
claims  of  jufliceor  the  whifpcrings  of  compaf- 
fion  had  fo  much  influence  on  Iiim  as  prefcnt  pof-' 
feflion. 

Finding  all  entreaty  vain,  all  expoftulations 
ufelefs  to  one  who  paid  no  regard  to  any  matter 
but  his  own  felfifh  intcrcn:,  the  deluded  patient 
applied  to  the  mayor  for  rcdrefs :  11  is  Worlhip, 
ever  attentive  to  the  calls  of  indigence,  fent  a  fum-  • 
inons  to  R.  which  the  latter  had  the  boldnefs  to 
dcfpife.  Enraged  at  this  contempt  of  his  autho- 
rity, and  incited  by  that  amiable  benevolence, 
and  thatftrift  love  of  equity,  which  has  ever  cha^ 

radcrized 


ntfberized  him,  die  trortfay  mag^ftratie  committied 
the  quack  to  the  county  goal ;  in  doing  this  it 
muft  be  owned>  that  however  laudable  the  mo- 
tive might  be>  the  aft  itfelf  was  certainly  illeg^ 
Of  jhis  particular  his  Worfhip  was  fbon  adver* 
tifed  by  a  learned  profefibr  of  the  law — and  wai 
confcquently  obliged^  (though  not  before  the 
half-guinea  was  reftored  to  its  poor  and  right 

owtxt)  to  relcafe  R from  his  confinement 

who  rejoiced  to  find  himfclf  fo  eafily  acquitted^ 
and  at  liberty  to  travel  to  fome  new  uneqiloitd 
fccne,  wiierf  iiiiglit  be  cxcrcifed  with  tolerable  &« 
fecurity  his  whole  flock  of  hypocritical  cant,  bare- 
faced ignorance,  and  unfeeling  villainy."  My 
friend  cndc  d  J.cre,  ahd  hafliiy  fnatching  up  hii 
hat  and  caiic  dcpii  ted,  and  left  me  to  my  own 
.reneftions;  and  indeed  never  was  poor  mortal 
more  furpriz:.!,  and  confounded  at  any  recital  as 
I  was  at  his ;  but  I  %s  ill  not  trouble  my  readers 
with  an  accouit  of  this  afloni(hment,  and  my 
fudden  change  of  opinion  with  refped  to  Dr. 

R*s  philanthropy. With  a  few  obfervations, 

the  rcibk  of  feme  little  confideration  on  the  fub* 
je£t,  I  lliall  conclude  this  paper. 

Among  the  various  expedients,  which  modem 
fwindliiig  has  adopted  in  the  execuuon  of  its 
tricks,the  profeflion  of  empiricifm  feems  the  leaft 
calculated,  to  elude  the  fuijpicion,  mock-  the  vigi- 

lance^ 
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JiQC^  or  impofe  on  the  underftanding  of  maa« 
Jcind.  That  a  man  endued  widi  all  cliofe  medi* 
cinal  powers^  which  an  advercifemenc  aui  ibutes 
tp  him,  ihouid  travel  through  counties^  endure 
£»Ogue$,  and  encv^unter  dangers  by  the  impulfc 
;^no  aiotive  but  that  of  pure  ch^ity»  is  a  fo- 
Jecifni  ill  human  Dature,  unparalleled  i^  hiflpry, 
4Md  fqrcign  Jtp  experience.  To  the  romantic 
fcllp'^ers  gf  chivalry  the  enthufiafm  of  their  times, 
.tl^  defirc  of  fame,  and  the  love  of  military  glory 
WfiC  ftrong  and  principal  incentives ;  but  the 
Qrrapc  phyfician  avows  himfelf  fwaytd  by  no  inr 
tcieftejj  wiOi,  nor  flatre  ed  even  in  the  expedlation 
of  adventitious  rewards-  Such  pietenfiop: ,— a$ 
they  are  contrary  to  the  firft  principles,  by  which 
man  is  acluated^ — as  they  an;  foynded  on  the 
iuppofed  pofli^ITion  of  qualities  incompatible  with 
the  frailties,  and  inconfiilent  with  the  knpvvn  imt 
becility  of  a  nyrre  niortal, — aie  falfc,  deceitful, 
noxious  and  contemptible.  Nor  (fhould  th( 
quack  allow  himfelf  to  be  bialTcd  by  the  com- 
mon inftigadon  of  worldly  prudence)  are  his  fci- 
entific  faculties  lefs  liable  tp  difpute.  Is  it  pof«> 
fible,  that  a  man  in  poifelCon  of  fuch  wonderful 
powers  as  Dr.  fi  .  i  boafted  of,  H'iould  be  fufr 
fered  to  wander  from  town  to  town  in  fearch  of 
fiibiiltence  ?  Were  any  human  being  gifted  in  fo 
extraordinary  a  meafur^  his  reiidence  would  b^ 

fixed| 
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fixed,  his  iittcndancc  fought  after,  b|t  worth  Wiii 
verfally  acknowledged,  and  his  fortune  in  a  fcW 
years  not  only  comfortable  but  exuberant. 

That  unfufpefting  fimplicity,  iAddent  to  con^ 
fcious  integrity,  has  rendered  ma*iy  an  honeift: 
Briton  deaf  to  fhe  flightcft  fuggedions  of  reafi^ 
when  oppofcd  to  the  pretcnfions  of  one.  Who  lit 
fumes  folaudable  and  benevolent  a  ch*aftcr  as  tlft 
itinerant  empiric.  Generous  minds  arc  apt  tb 
give  too  much  credit  to  declarations  of  phikttb- 
thropy  however  bold  and  however  iintonimoa '; 
the  doubts  of  fufpicion,  and  the  fears  of  cautiofi 
are  difregaided,  and  locked  upon,  peihaps  witfi 
truth,  as  uncharitable,  but  certainy  with  crrd?, 
as  grount  kfs.  Hence,  among  the  inexpcricnciid 
and  enthufiaftic  drifea  feme  part  of  that  pcrnici*- 
ous  cncouragcnWht  which  the  quack  fo  frequcticljr 
receives. 

To  impofe  on  the  minds  of  the  vulgar,  caufes 
lefs  intricate,  and  lefs  Angular  are  required,  and 
concur  j  tales  of  wonder,  when  ^fting  upon  ig- 
norance, have  a  wonderful  influence  j  to  thefe 
the  attachment  of  unenlightened  people  is  wcfl 
known,  and  confequently  by  thefe  their  fuppbrt 
and  favorable  prepofleflion  is  eafilyand  amply 
fecured.  On  the  miferable  viftims  of  hitherto 
Unavoidable  illiteratcncfs,  the  cant  of  M«hodHm 
^d  the  fi  auds  of  Quackery  poflcfs  a  dominkwr^ 

if 
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if  not  equally  fatal,  at  leaft  equally  flrong :  a 
domiri  oiij  which  as  it  prevails  iTiOre  in  thi^  land 
of  liberty,  than  the  more  polifhed  feats  of  de- 
fpoxiQxi,  has  triumphantly  been  attributed  ab  the 
dSe£t  of  Bntifh  licentioufnefs,  and  held  out  as 
an  inftance  of  Bridfh  baibaiity — Of  this  national 
rcproachj  fo  difgufting  to  the  ears  of  Englifhmen, 
ib  prompt  to  the  tongue  of  foreign  flander,  the 
i|nrit  of  our  corporate  towns,  and  the  charitable 
patronage  of  fome  individuals,  is  preparing  to 
remove  every  juft  foundation,  by  the  inftitution 
of  Sunday  Schools.  To  equal  the  endeavors  of 
fuch  extenfive  beneficence,  though  it  might  be 
the  ambition,  is  not  the  expeftation  of  Timothy 
Touchftone.  Should  this  paper,  by  merely  ex- 
horting its  readers  to  exert  for  ojie  minute  their 
natural  undei  (landing,  before  they  give  implicit 
credit  to  the  pofitive  affirmations  of  every  adver- 
tifement,  deteft  the  deliberate  falfehood  of  one 
medicinal  murderer,  it  will  not  only  anfwer  the 
purpofe  of  its  compofition,  but  afFo:  d  a  degree 
of  honeft  fatisfafftion  due  to  hiii^  who  arrefts 
*'  the  foe  of  mankind  in  his  walk,*'  and  inter- 
cepts the  "  arrow  that  flies  in  darknels." 

S. 
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Inco£lum  ^tnttoh  pedlus  honeilo. 

P£RSJVS« 

A  fouU  where  fettled  virtae  reigns  enfhrin'd ; 
Where  reafon  dwells,  with  fandlity  combin'd  ^ 
Within  whofe  innioft  clofe  receflTes  lie 
Tiridures  of  gen'rous  honor's  dccpcft  dic^ 

B&EWST^R. 

JL  H  A  T  wealth  contributes  not  folcly  to  the 
happinefs  of  individuals,  and  that  difcontenr 
is  frequently  the  concomitant  of  profperity,  are 
tt-uths,  to  expatiate  on  which  would  only  pro- 
duce a  trite  feries  of  obfervations,  perhaps 
equally  deftitute  of  inftruclion  and  entertain- 
ment. The  caufcs  which  contribute  to  the 
E  e  I.icfficicnce 


incfficience  of  an  objeft,  which  all  purfue,  yet 
fo  few  enjoy,  have  been  traced  to  the  wcak- 
neis  or  depravity  of  the  human  mind,  to  the 
intrinfic  inanity  or  wilftii  perverfion  of  a 
facccf^ful  purkiit,  and  from  the  unexpcfted 
cflefts,  which,  even  in  tlie  exercife  of  virtue^ 
fometimcs  arile  from  its  polTeflion. 

In  the  city  of  BafTora  lived  Zaydor,  the  (on 
of  Al-Zored,  whofe  mcrchlndife  entitled  its 
ov/ncr  to  the  fiill  cixSit  among  the  fubjefts 
of  the  commander  of  the  fairiiful.  In  addi- 
tion to  riclies,  All?Ji  had  beflowed  on  his  flave, 
virtue,  genius,  nnd  a  vlifpofition,  which  if  tinged 
with  mclnnclioly,  v.ms  yi-t  capable  of  die  moft 
exalted  bcneficencc.  Though  in  the  vigor  of 
youth,  ilioiigh  in  the  midfc  of  almoft  irrefif- 
riblc  rciriPtation,  the  ir.ighty  fjul  of  the  Ion  of 
Al-Zored  drfi'lll'd  t!ic  Liicinating  fiiiilcs  of  plea- 
fure,  r.rid  licLcilcd  tlic  invlc?t!OP.s  of  brutal  Icn- 
fuahty.  Ti-iou;;h  furroundcl  Vridi  minifters 
f.\itiifui  to  his  cou::!'v'!.,  anJ  c;!.  dicnt  to  his 
wili,  though  lV;*;i::v;!  wIlIi  z]v2  m-.-iinr- of  drown- 
in:;  the  ir(;:.i<.>.i  f"  cvvry  re^'^Icfi  willi  by  im- 
n^aii:\:c  fati  ilil'lon,  Z ay  lor  war,  ovcrwhrlmed 
v.ith  r!/"  C'ou'.ls  of  difcc^ntent,  and  rendered 
iii^c/:'';sc-  to  t!:;*  pride  of  v.ealth.  Nor  yet 
was    hii  m;::J    tl^e   rectfi    of  apathy,   or    the 
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fear  of  envy  j  neither  hud  clifappointmcnr,  in 
any  fca*-ch  or  any  dcfirc,  fourcd  the  milk  of 
his  natural  temper,  or  cooled  die  ardor  of  his 
romantic  generofity. 

Continued  profpcrity,  and  pcrj['»etual  rcpofw-, 
generally  productive  of  inintnclsand  faciety,  had 
lulled  to  inaftivity  the  intcUectuaJ  powers  of 
Zaydor,  and  introduced  in  him  a  ri:laxation> 
which,  if  it  may  be  fo  denominated,  certainly  rc- 
fembled  lethargic  ftupor.  His  mind^  as  it  ne- 
ver was  involved  with  the  anxiety  of  any  v;ant, 
never  tafted  the  luxury  of  long-fought  ^7;ratifica- 
tion  ;  as  it  never  foilov/ed  tlircjgh  the  p.uhs  of 
intricacy  a  diftant  view,  never  approached  with 
panting  expeftation,  or  readied  with  heart-felt 
gladncfs  the  end  of  a  long  ami  tedious  journey. 
Each  day  refemblcd  its  predeceiTor,  and  each 
night  departed  without  die  contaft  or  approxi- 
mation of  any  novelty.  In  his  commercial  affairs 
the  merchant  of  BafTo;  a  flic  no  loCes,  which 
CDuld  animate  his  faculties,  a:vd  rou^^e  t!:crn  to 
an  exertion  worthy  tlu-ir  extcp.c,  a:id  cental  to 
their  power. 

His    fpirits    were    calm,    melancholic,    and 

(diough  his  difpoGtion  was  attuned  to  the  mo{t 

acute  chords  ofienfation)  aiinolt  ibgnanti  no- 

E  c  2  thi*ig 
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thing  occurred  which  perturbed  their  tranquillity, 
or  caufed  them  by  gentle  fermentation  (K^zm 
fionally  to  refine.  Thofe  ads  of  charity,  whijCii 
the  liberal  fpirit  of  Zaydor  promjlted,  or  rather 
Impelled  him  to  complete,  were  the  only  fburees 
of  a  lonely  comfort ;  and  yet  thefe,  {q  fond  wa) 
he  of  their  influence,  had  loft  much  of  their 
ufual  efitft,  by  an  unremitted  yet  laudabk; 
repetition. 

To  participate  his  mifcry,  fympathizc  in  his 
diftrefs,  recreate  his  mind,  and  avert  his  mi-f 
fery,  was  wanting  the  fincere  advice,  the  bait 
famic  converfation,  the  alleviating  prefence  of 
ft  real  friend.  The  piercing  underftanding  of  th« 
fon  of  Al-Zored  could  penetrate  into,  his  foul 
could  dcfpife,  and  his  humanity  could  pity  the 
worldly  motives  of  his  flattering  acquaintance. 
Their  falfc  blandifliments,  their  pernicious  coun- 
fels,  and  their  vicious  habits  could  not  fhake  bis 
firm  adherence  to  the  intereft  of  virtue,  much 
lefs  enforce  to  him  tlie  neccflity  of  diffipation, 
and  the  happinefs  of  unrefl:rained  pafllon;  fgr 
like  the  emaciated  vicftims  of  debauchery,  they 
ftood  themfelves  forrowful,  but  conviftivi;  ex- 
amples of  dieir  own  deceitful  fyftenn. 
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In  a  profufion  of  wealth,  and  with  an  en- 
thufiaftic  attachment  to  virtue,  fuch  was  the 
(ituation  of  Zaydorj  of  the  horrors  of  which'  he 
appeared  deeply  fenfiblej  when  clafping  his 
hands  with  fervor  inexprcfliblc,  with  anguifh  of 
mind  intolerable,  he  thus  addreffed  the  Great 
Author  of  his  exiftenc^: 

*'  O  thou,  whofe  throne  is  eftabliflied  above 

thefcventh  hea-ven,  \yhofc  glory  is  crernal,  whofe 

power  is  omniprefent,  whofe  juftlce  is  inexorable^ 

whofe  mercy  is   infinite,  give  ear  to  my  voiccj 

and  let  the  utterance  of  my  complaint  be  jufti- 

fied  by  its  truth.     Why,  O  Allah,  am  I  doomed 

to  a   negation  of  every  enjoyment,  yet  fupplied 

with    the  reputed   means,  and  tantalized   with 

the  appearance  of  pcrfeft  felicity?    Gifted    b^ 

thy   all-providerit  hand,   far  above  the    lot  -  of 

ordinary  mortals,   whence  is  it  that   I  feel  no 

internal  comfort,  and  that  faticty    over\^^elms 

the  influence  of  every  innocent  plcafure  ?  What 

unknown,  or   rather,  whp.t  ur'ntentional  crime 

do  I    expiate   in    this  dclufivc  (late?    To  mc 

the  paths    of  vice,    the  Jnbyiinrl.s    of  deceit, 

and  the  wilds  of  dcl|.)air  are   equally  unknown, 

■   Virtue  has  direfted,  integrity  lias   marked,  re- 

refignation    has     accompanied     all    my    fteps. 

•pic  infidious  ftdvicc   of  fawning  fycophants  I 

]iav§ 
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have  rcjeited  with  due  indignation  j  the  con- 
Ugioub  example  of  the  fenfual  multitude  I  have 
avoided;  and  with  the  indifpenfable  duties  of 
religion  my  compliance  has  been  no  lefs  cheer- 
ful than  confcicntious*  Rather  let  me  experi- 
ence the  hardfhips  of  poverty,  undergo  the 
miferies  of  want,  or  tafte  the  arrow  of  deaA, 
than  exift — thus  buried  in  mental  torpidity, 
thus  debarred  from  focial  delights." 

In  this  manner  prayed  the  unfortunate  Zay- 
dor,  while  the  pearly  drops  of  fenfibility  g^f- 
tened  in  their  courfe:  nor  was  Allah  deaf 
to  the  emanations  of  his  pious  confidence. 
To  the  eye  of  Omi>ifcience  the  conduct  and 
Iituation  of  the  Ton  of  Al-Zored  bad  been 
long  perceptible;  his  unfhaken  piety  had  been 
approved,  his  too  fenfitive  nature  had  been 
lamented,  and  his  final  reward  had  been  de« 
tcrouned. 

Within  the  fhort  fpace  of  three  revolving 
moons,  lofs  fucceeded  lofs  fo  quick,  that  the 
merchant  of  BafTora,  had  but  a  fum  left  fufBcient 
to  purchafe  a  fmail  but  pleafant  cottage  adja- 
cent to  the  fea-lhore.  Even  in  the  midfl  of 
fuddcn  advcrfity,  the  diiintcreftcd   foul  of  the 
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of  Al-Zored  felt  fenfations  more  ftrong, 
re  favorable  to  prcfent,  and    more    indica- 

of  future  happineis,  than  any  of  thofe,  which 
influx  of  commercial  wealth  ever  excited* 
e  reftitude  of  his  intentions,  and  the  grate- 

confciou&efs  of  pad  beneficence,  caufed 
I  to  hope  that  his  complaints  were  ac- 
ted; and  his  humble  piety  nouriftied  the 
able  fuppofition,  that  a  change  of  fortune, 
rn  eflFeftcd  by  the  hand  of  Allah,  could  be 
int  as  a  prelude  only  to  real  felicity,  and 
end  of  iplendid  folicitude, 

^or  was  Zaydor  difappointed ;  the  quiet 
retirement  fuitcd  that  gentle  melancholy  to 
ch  his  mind  was  propenfc;  the  falfehood 
lis  acquaintance,  the  pomp  of  his  retinue, 
weight  of  his  indolence,  which  had  before 
irated  to  his  dillafte  of  riches,  and  his  con*- 
uent  convidtion  of  their  vanity,  were  now 
hanged  for  the  rufiic,  yet  fincere  convcr- 
on  of  peafants,  for  the  unpoliflied,  yet  de- 
:  appearance  of  poverty,  for  the  adbive,  ycc. 
nfortable  labors  of  induftry, 

[n  the  fimple  beauty  of  the  country  the  once 
ilthy  merchant  of  Baflbra  loll  the  recoUeftioA 

of 
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of  urbane  magnificence ;  in  the  numerous  pro* 
duftions  of  infinite  goodnefs,  his  genius  had  arfl-T 
pie  opportunity  of  obfcrving,  his  gratitude  had 
additional  motives  to  celebrate  the  power,  and 
jpraife  the  mercy  of  his  Creator :  Nor  from  this  let 
it  be  inferred,  that  his  mind  was  debafedbythc 
influence  of  fuperftition,  feduced  by  the  arts  of 
a  wily  priefthood,  or  fubdued  by  the  rapid  ^• 
ciflitudes  of  life;  —  No,  for  mental  liberty, 
Zaydor,  in  the  days  of  his  affluence,  had  fighed 
with  impatience;  but  poffefled  of  this  gift, 
though  in  the  midft  of  poverty,  he  defied  every 
fecret  attack  of  difcontent,  fince  his  gratifici- 
tions  were  realized,  and  his  enjoyments  more  dif- 
fiifed.  I'hat  freedom  of  opinion,  that  Variety 
of  objedls,  which  at  Baflbra  defpotilm  hsfti 
checked,  or  riches  had  cloyed,  the  fccurity  of 
a  cottage  both  infpired  and  afforded.  From 
"^every  fcarch,  every  ramble,  and  every  fatigue, 
the  fon  of  Al-2ored  reaped  frefh  pleafures;  for 
in  each  of  thefe  the  faculties  of  the  mind,  no  Icfs 
than  the  powers  of  the  body,  were  agreeably 
employed,  while  their  occupation  was  followed, 
and  rcnumerated  with  frequent  acquifitions  of 
ufeful  knowledge.  By  the  variegated  fcenery  of 
rural  nature,  the  wings  of  his  imagination  were 
expanded,  and  its  flights  extended  i  from  the  re- 
gular 


gidar  (ucccflipn  of  the  feafons,  and  their  dif- 
^i-ent  operations  on  terreftrial  plants  and  ve- 
getative roots,,  his  attentive  obfervation  ex- 
tfi^^td^  and  his  under(lj|nding  interpreted  Icf- 
ibnsof  a  niqral  tendency,  and  beneficial  eSeft, 
AflTiited  by  the  continued  exertions  of  ma- 
nual labor,  his  health  was  permanently  efta- 
blifiied;  void  of  oppreflion,  and  occafionally 
a^uted^  his  fpirits  were  elevated,  yet  with  fuch 
moderation,  as  never  to  be  tranfported  into 
the  madnefs  of  exftacy,  and  with  fuch  uniform 
j-cgularity,  as  never  to  yield  during  a  momen- 
tary lapfe  ip  hopelefe  defpondencyj  through 
the  ardent  glow  of  real  gratitude^  the  pious 
cottager  fometimes  deprecated  the  return  of 
riches,  and  thanked  the  gracious  Allah  for  their 
^bfence  ;  in  the  abfolute  and  enviable  poffef- 
fion  of  intelledual  objefts  he  buried  the  mur-* 
niurs  of  diffatisfadlion,  and  cherilhed  the  hum- 
ble charms,  the  delightful  beauties  of  ?a  pb- 
icure  retreat,  and  a  fpcial  folitude. 

Hence,  reader,  whoever  thou  mayeft  be,  place 
not  thy  creed  of  worldly  happinefs  in  the  fup^ 
pofed  infallibility  of  wealth.  Let  the  eye  of 
fufpicion  diftrufl  it  as  ^  wandering  and  trea- 
cherous light  in  the  ways  of  darkncfs.  Wait 
not  until  fatal  experience  (hall  havf  convinced 
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thee  of  Its  deceit,  an  I  imfodcd  t\c  lUufiw 
coverings  of  its  cmptinefs.-— For  remcnnber, 
that  in  proportion  to  the  influence  of  wealth 
on  thy  mind,  thy  virtue  will  decay,  and  that 
in  proportion  to  thy  want  of  virtue,  thy  hap* 
J^incfs  will  be  deficient* 
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;  Nob  ego  MENDOSOS  aQfim  defendere  mores. 

9  9Ka*s  manners  I  cah  ne'er  defend. 

Sfi  Timothy  Touchstons,  E/q. 

Sir, 

j^S  it  is  the  office  of  a  periodical  cfTayift  to  lafh 
the  folly  of  the  day,  I  doubt  not  but  that  you 
will  foon  favor  the  public  with  fome  obfcr- 
vadons  on  the  prefent  abfurd  rage  for  boxing. 

It  is  not  my  intention.  Sir,  to  enter  into  a 
difquifidon  on  the  fubjeft.  I  am  a  plain,  well- 
meaning  man,  and  not  ufed  to  the  arts  of  lite- 
rary compofition.    My  only  intention  in  writ- 

F  f  ing 
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ing  this,  is  to  give  you  an  hint  with  regard  td  Ihf' 
lubjeJl  of  fome  future  number ;   and,  by  ftat- 
ing  my  own  cafe,  to  prave  dtat  the  topic  fug- 
gcfted  is  by  no  means   unworthy  of  confidera- 
tion. 

My  life,  which  for  a  long  feries  of  years  pafled 
with  comfort,  has  of  latef.been  dl(lra(S);e^  by  Bft  < 
impertinence  and  folly  of-^n  old  acq&Hntance; 
who,  fince  the  boxing  viania  began  to  rage,  has 
caught  the  contagion,  and  Geen~uring  every 
means  to  \n[c6tme.\^  Hisyifits,*arcaliKaJJ$-.64thc 
purpofe  of  acquainting  me,  that  fome  battle  or 
other  is  (hOTtly  to  take '  place,' and  his  whole 
converfation  .has  be,conrie  infcfted  b^  .tl^c^  y«t 
g^  and  coarfe  jargon  of  illiterate  pugilifts. 

As  I  walked  with  him  fome  litdc .  time  ago, 
he  flopped  to  behold  a  beautiful  female,  who 
was  rccnnlng  her  head  upon  her' hand>^  ifthe 
window  of  a  very  handfome  houfe,  and  ga^zigg 
at  the  paflengers  as  they  walked  along  thq  fejcu 
After  fufFering  fome  minutes  to  elapfe,  Whicn4  - 
thought  were  employed  in  admiring  foloVely 
an  objeft,  I  interrupted  nriy  friend  in  the  nfiidft 
of  his  rapture,  and  afked  him  if  he  'did  not 
think  that  the  p^rfon  he.  was  .viewing,  with -fuch 
attention,  was  a  charming  wom^n  ?  "  I  never/ 
exclaimed  he,  ^'  faw  a  finer  arm  for  hoxi^  in 
my  life  V 

I  was 
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^  r  I  vf^L^  irritated  at  reflefting,  that  we  had/quarir 
dered  our  time  tofq  Utdc  purpo&i  as  that  of  diJ- 
cpvering  that  a  fiAe  womafi  had  a  good  arm  £>r 
boxing  and  my  looksj  which  I  could  not/dif^ 
guife,  convinced.l>im  of  my  chagrin.  Imputing 
my  Vijjxatiori,  however,  to;a  wrong  caufe,  he  ob- 
Aryedi^thati  "  to  be  fure  he  had  fcen  an  arm  bet- 
ter calculated  for  inHiding  a  good  beating  than 
that  which  he  had  juS:  commended  s  ibr  that  jiis 
jya^^rwoman  had  an  arm  that>  to  (peak  withio 
ivarrow  compafs,  was  as  large  in  circurpfereAce 
;is  th?^  calf  of  his  ieg»  and  that  he  would  take 
fjoc  to^^er  l^dgipgs  in  order  to  ihew  me  fuch  a 
curioCity." 

.1 :  returned  no  other  anfwer  Aan  cgid  can* 
tempt,  and  endeavored  to  change  the  nature 
of  our  difcourfe,  but  he  either  did  not,  5r  would 
not  perceive  my  diiguft,  and  continued  to  dwell 
op  the  fame  fubjed,  till  we  arrived  at  my  owk 
door.  As  we. had  bj^enold  acquaintances,  com* 
pion  civiUty  induced  me  to  afk  him  to  din- 
ners at  the  fame  time  requefting  him  to  quit 
his  theme,  as  it  was  particularly  diCigreca* 
ble  to  my  wife  —  which  is  really  the  cafe. 
He  promifed  that  he  would,  aixi  for  fome 
time  we  were  all  very  comfortable  together^ 
At  an  unlucky  moment,  however,  his  favorite 
^deas  came  acrofs  his  mind,  and  he  could  not 
4  avoid 
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avoid  reminding  me  of  his  wa(berwoman*s  arm. 
But  recolleding,  that  any  circumfiance  relac« 
ing  to  boxing  was  unpleafing  to  my  wife^  he 
faid,  very  fignificantlyj  in  a  low  tone  of  voice, 
•'  I  hope  yoii  will  not  forget  to  vifit — a  certain 
lady,  that  you  may  fee  her — you  know  what,'* 
pointing  to  the  calf  of  his  leg,  and  meaning 
nothuig  more  than  that  he  wifhed  me  to  vifit  his 
wafherwoman,  in  order  that  I  might  behold  her 
arm.  This  partial  manner  of  cxpreffinghimfelf  was 
mudh  worfe  than  if  he  had  explained  his  mean* 
ing  in  plain  terms,  fince  it  appeared  fo  myfte* 
rious  and  fingular  to  my  wife,  as  juftly  to  alarm 
her  jealoufy.  It  was  impoffible  for  her  to  en- 
tertain any  other  thought  than  that  I  had  an 
affignation  with  fome  woman  of  bad  charaAer, 
and  this  thought  ihe  unfortunately  did  entertain.' 
My  friend  wiftiing  to  confirm  me  in  my  belief 
of  what  he  had  feid,  bad  me  "  take  care  of 
myfclf,  or  I  fhould  find  it  a  dangerous  piece  of 
bufinefs  "  by  which  he  meant  to  be  underftood, 
that  if  I  gave  any  provocation,  the  woiiuui  al- 
luded to  was  ftrong  enough  to  punifli  me  by 
manual  caftigation.  This  was  unintention- 
ally adding  to  the  mifchicf,  and  I  could 
perceive  that  my  wife's  eyes  fparkled  with  in- 
dignation,   and    that    Ihe   imagined    the   plain 

Englifli 
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Englilh  of  what  -  my    friend  had  been   faying,  / 
to   be,  that    feme   man  was  in  the  cafe,  who* 
had    a  right  over  the    woman  with   whom    I 
was    apparenriy  intriguing,  whofe   vigilance   I 
muft  endeavor  to  avoid,   and  whofe  jcaloufy  it 
would  be  prudent  in  me  to  prevent. 

I  was  now  obliged  to  acquaint  my  wife, 
that  I  might  eafe  her  of  her  apprehenfions^ 
with  the  real  nature  of  the  cafe,  and  de- 
dare  that  Jack  Carelefs,  for  that  was  die 
name  of  my  friend,  was  only  alluding  to  a 
wafherwoman  who  had  a  good  arm  for  boxing. 
True  as  this  confeflion  was,  it  appeared  too 
ridiculous  to  be  believed.  Carelcfu  added,  that 
the  woman  was  not  to  be  praifcd  only  for  her 
arm,  but  that  fhe  was  every  way  remarkably 
"  prettily  made."  Confufed  as  I  had  been, 
this  declaration  embarraffed  me  more :  my  friend 
imputed  my  confufion  to  his  having  introduced 
his  darling  fubjeft,  and  inftantly  recanted,  dtr- 
claring,  that  nothing  was  farther  f:'^^-;  his 
thoughts  than  boxing;  that  whn.t  ;..  l:ad  f:iid 
was  mere  folly,  wiiich  h-;  '  v  '  •  >  r!c:'.;;cd 
him,  and  that  he  b-^  -'^ '  •  v  ■  ^  .  'jn  for 
his  imp^'-"  :/■■■     v.-  :':•   '  ■'.  '^c-\:\Ay 

cr.cr  •   -    •         :•:■-■::     .^  p-ar- 
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Irritated  beyond  bearing,  .1  .(aid  -^mtthiBg 
extremely  rude,  and  bade  my  friend  leave  ;tIiC: 
room.  A  regard  that  he  has  always  entertained, 
for  me,  induced  him  to  reprefs  his  refentmem, 
and  with  nothing. more  than  a  look  of  indignation 
he  quieted  our  company.  Ithen  explained  to 
to  my  wife  his  meaning,  and,  after  fome  dme, 
perfuaded  her,  as  I  thoughtj  that  h^r  fear;. 
"v^erc  without  foundation. 

Meeting  Carelefs,  however,  fome  time  after,, 
and  thinking  that  I  had  treated  him  harihljr» 
I  apologized  for  my  behaviour,-  and  explained 
i($  origin.  He  was  furprized  to  hear  that  IfC 
had  been  die  irnocent  caufe  of  io  much  m£- 
chief,  readily  cxcufed  my  conduit  on  the  oc-» 
cafion,  and  renewed  our  acquaintance*  We, 
therefore  chatted  on  different-  itibj^ds,  with, 
our  ufual  fluniliarity,  and  parted  better  friends 
than  ever. 

On  the  following  day  my  wife  put  into  my 
hand  a  few  lines,  which  fhe  declared  to  have 
been  juil  received  from  Carelefs,  requelling 
me  to  come  and  fee  "  a  certain  female,*'  and 
aflfuring  me,  that  he  had  very  particular  rcafons 
for  his  requeft.  My  wife  had,  unknown  to 
roe,  firft  read  die  note,  and  from  a  principle 
of  tendernefs,  or  elfe  from  a  fccrct  ddirc  of 
not  accufing  me  of  inconftancy  before  fhc  had 
farther  proofs  and  greater  information,   forbore 

to 


ti:  let  TM  know  that  fhe  rhftd  given  it  a  ^pe^ 
ritifali'   Coffcemng-^thae  her  acquaintance-  v&tti^ 
iol^p«irp0t<nmig^ioftl>'''  reAew  her  fornncr  ill^- 
grovrnded'-fears^i  - 1  dii'  not  <XM¥irnumcate  its' 
cMioenb  f  flor<  eottld  I  indeed  myCelf  to  a  c^rw- 
t^ty  gtiefi^  their-  iry^ngr    I,  however,  went-^ 
t^icP^clefi)  aiid  <i(ked:- him- if^  he-  intended  ta^ 
idob^uc^i)  iM  t<^  a  difb'-eflbd  female,  who-  wa»^ 
inr^itranl  df^^bci^niaiy    a({iftartGe,    or    only-  to'  . 
hi4£Ufi9fe^ftc;«Me^^? '  He  infornned  me-that  an)ri 
previodk  -  iiifOFmiatibk   would  but  dimihifti   the^ 
plttfiife'  of  ^riiy  Surprize -at  -the  ^fight  of  the  fc* 
malfV>  but  cXhaV'  lh$  wa^-one    of  the    prettieft ' 
madfc  iworr^n  -  ^lixlfling.      After  many  turningt' 
thsvu^  ianesr  and  alleys,  he  c  took  me  into  a 
dlttfi^  "Ytiedn-looking  houlc,   in  which  the   only  • 
otjeft.  that ftruck' my* eyes  wa^  a  {trapping  wo* 
man,  up  to  her.  elbows  in  foap-fuds,  and  half 
n^fi^Q^*-  *'  Thi*  i^  my  walher woman,*'  faid  he :  ^ 
*'"Ax>k  at  her  arms — her  whdle  figure  indeed,  ' 
audi  then  tcU-me  if  (he  is  not  prettily    made 
tar/ boxing"  '. "  I  was   vexed  at   my  difappoint- 
rrient,.  but  thinking  my  former  rucienefs  radicr 
chiel,  I   put  a  good  face  on  the   matter,  and 
having    good  huiiiourcdly  acqnicfccd  in  what- 
ever my  frivind  advanced  on  the  fubjeft,   gave 
him  my  arm,  and  quittcxi  the    place. 


In 


In  walking   along,   hbwctcri  mtcT  bappAc4* 
to  pais  by  a  pi&ure^ihQp>  in.tM.iwindowc^ 
which  was    pkced    g.  print  jr^rtfentbg  tbole 
r^oubted  combatants  of  she*  fi^:.Huitaphit]n^ 
and    Mendoza/     My.   conipaDt9n-..eoulil    not: 
avoid  (topping  fpr  the  purpoferorjcornmcntiog: 
ofv   the   different  atxitudte'Q^^e  0rait^pt%i^: 
lifts.  But  I  obfeived  the  fubje^jti  £>- occiqucd:. 
his  nnind,   that>e  began   thou^HJeOiy   tO*.di&. 
play  his  knowledge  of  the  fciow^i  by  fmitat^ : 
ing  their  poftures.    I  haftcncd  On  through  SMtV€i^ 
fincc  we  attraded  the  attention;pf  theftreet-piif  t 
fengers.     In  endeavoring  to  get  Vf/Aj,  I  tidbr^:: 
tunately  brufhed  with  fome   force  cng^ixAsi/mi 
il^looking    fellows,    who,  notwithftandingj  ogr  * 
apology,  thought  proper  to  rcfent.thc  acci(lcni', 
by    illiberal   abufe.     This  difturbed  my. fritefid.* 
from   his  reverie,    who    inftantly.  ftrippcd  ?nd- 
fought  one,  and  whether  from  chance,  ftrengdli, : 
or  (kill,  beat  him.       I  wi(hed  then  to  huny 
away,  when  the  other  fellow  ftru^k  me,  on  which 
the  mob  ex;.laimed,  a  ring,  a  ring!  and  I  wa« 
obliged  to  box  him   in  my   own  defence.      I 
was,  however,   foon    beaten  very   fevcrely,  and 
my  eye   almo(t  cut  out.     My  friend  took  mc 
home    in    an  hackney    coach,    but,    when  we 
fearched   for  our  money  to  p^y  the  driver,  wc 
difcovered  that  our  pockets  had  been  both  com- 
pletely 
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pletcly  emptied.  My  wife  inftantly  conceived- 
that  I  had  fermed  fome  aflTignadon  with  a 
Woman  whofe  hirfband  or  keeper  had  thus 
wounded  me ;  and  was  confirmed  in  this  fut- 
picion,  by  recollefting  the  contents  of  my  friend's 
letter  which  fhe  had  read,  and  which  I  feemed 
unwilling  to  let  her  know,  and  the  circum- 
ftance  of  his  having  formerly  told  me  to  "  be- 
ware how  I  proceeded  in  the  bufinefs."  Thus 
ha4  I  no  confolation  upon  earth,  but  that  of 
being  able  to  procure  the  fpeedy  af&ftance  of 
a  neighbouring  furgeon  ! 

I  am  now  much  better.  My  wife,  however, 
upbraids  my  inconftancy,  and  will  not  be- 
lieve whatever  I  fay  to  convince  ner,  that 
her  jealoufy  is  groundlefs.  Carelefs,  it  is  true, 
fympathizes  with  me.  He  laments  the  bruifes 
I  received,  and,  ftill  more,  the  lofs  I  fuftained 
by  having  my  pockets  picked.  He  fays,  that 
the  wound  near  my  eye  gave  him  much  un- 
eafmefs  when  he  thought  it  dangerous ;  but 
that  fince  he  obferves  my  fight  not  injured,  he 
would  not  but  have  had  it  happened  on  any 
account,  as  it  was  certainly  the  neateft  blow 
that  he  ever  faw  ftruck.  Do  you  then,  Mr. 
Touchftone,  enable  me  thus  publickly  to  convince 
my  wifcy  that  I  am  innocent  of  the  charge  fhe  has 
fixed  on  me,  and  iny  friend  that  I  am  deter- 
3  mined 
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mined  never  more  to  interfere  with  his  &vo* 
rite  fubjeft,  and  in  fiiturc  to 'leave  the  plca- 
furc  of  receiving  neat  blows  from  pretty-made 
boxers  entirely  to  himfelf. 


Yours,  &c* 


Timothy    Heedful. 
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Tria  indiri  fje,  qu^t  Orator  efficere  deherti^  ut  d»ctr€t,  ut 
dcle&arety  ut  moncret, 

Cicero  de  Oratoribus. 

In(lru8ion,  amofement,  and  admonition^  are  the  three 
neccflkry  qualitications  ot  an  Orator. 

X  O  exprefs  our  fentimcnts  with  die  enlivening 
atcraaion  of  harmony,  to  excite  the  affedion  of 
the  mind  by  the  powers  of  perfuafion,  ar^d  to  pene- 
trate inco  intricate  circumftances,  are  the  pe- 
culiar qualifications  of  a  charatcer — once  cf- 
teemed  die  nobleft  ornament  of  an  enlightened 
nation. 

Eloquence  is  an  eflential  caufe  towards  the 
cultivation  of  fcience,  the  refinement  of  language, 
and  the  promotion  of  a  paffion  for  enquiry  \  Vi^irf 
adion  which  our  moral  duty  implies,  is  advanced 
by  this  polite  art;  the  principles  of  virtue  and  vice 
arc  traced  with  difcriminative  judgment  5   elo- 
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qucnce  awakens  thofe  who  are  under  the  donii* 
nion  of  depraved  habits  to  a  Icnfc  of  religion, 
by  poignancy  of  wit,  and  a  convidion  of  their 
o^vn  brutality;  harmony  of  language  and  brilli- 
ancy of  fentimcni:,  animate  the  virtuous  to  a  cop- 
tinued  praftice  of  morality,  aided  by  the  plaudits 
of  an  admiring  audience.  In  the  Atlienian  and 
Roman  days  a  man  could  rarely  fjpport  the  dig- 
nity of  an  elevated  fituation  without  the  acquili- 
tion  of  rhetorical  talents. 

In  this  country  feminaries  are  inftituted  for 
the  difcufiion  of  controverfial  fubjefts,  the  prac- 
tice of  eloquence,  and  the  attainment  of  a  juft 
and  proper  elocution.  I  defiga  to  enquire  into 
the  origin  and  progreisofthefeaflemblie^,  which* 
are  called  Debating  Societies,  and  examine 
whether*  they  are  conduced  widi  that  regularity, 
which  the  nature  of  their  defign  originally  in- 
tended: to  trace  them  from  their  infancy  wc 
mull  recur  10  that  fyftem  of  education  which 
prevailed  in  Greece.  Schools  were  there  ella- 
blilhed  for  the  cultivation  of  fcicnce,  and  tlic 
improvement  of  tlie  polite  arts  -,  but  thefc  infli- 
tutions  differed  in  fonie  degree  from  thofe  of  the 
prefent  times  -,  tlieories  of  government,  and  te- 
nets of  philofophy  v»'cre  then  iliuftrated  and  en- 
forced by  renowned  philofophers,  v/ho  reforted 
to  particularacademies,  of  whicii  the  following  are 
the. moll  celebrated.  Tlie  A-jTcucVy  here  the  young 

men 
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tVifcn  of  Greece  were  taught  the  principles  of  philo- 
fophy  by  Ariftotle,  who  always  gave  his  difcourfes 
walking,  whence  his  fcholars  were  called  Peripa- 
tetics.    The    Aicoc^Yifitx  was   a  folitary  grove; 
where  the  people  affembled  to  hear  philofophica^ 
leftures  read  by  Plato ;  the  popularity  of  thefe 
fchools  became  afterwards  more  extenfivc,  and' 
they  increafcd  in  proportion  as  genius  and  let- 
ters were  encouraged,   and  at  laft  became  capa- 
ble of  containing  feveral  thoufxnd  fcholars.     It 
appears  therefore,   that  a  diflimilarity  exifts  be- 
tween the  two  inftitutions^  the  ftudentsi  of  the 
ancient  Gymnafia  were  tinder  the  direftion  of  a 
fuperior,  and  heard  his  inftruftions  with  inodeft 
complacency,  but  every  enrhufiaftic  fublcriber  to 
a  modern  fchool  arrogantly  delivers  the  efFufions 
of  an   untutored  mind ;    tautology   and  turgid 
btombaft  are  the  leading  charafteriftics  of  their 
eloquence  ;  in  this  point  they  materially  differ  from 
the    Athenians ;    for  .flEfchines  informs  us,  that 
if  an  orator  enlarged  twice  upon  the  fame  fub- 
je6t,  he  was  punilhed  with  a  mulct;  many  other 
regulations  were  adopted,  as  the  moft  efficient 
means  of  forming  a  perfedt  fyftem  of  elocution; 
an  equal  difference  by  comparifon  will  be  found 
between  the  orators  themfelves ;  for  in  Greece 
no   man  could  fpeak  an  orajion  before  a  pubfic 
afTembly,  under  the  age  of  thirty  years ;  exem- 
plary virtue  and  a  pu:e  moral  charadlcr  were  the 
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rcquifitc  qualifications  of  the  ancient  public  (peak- 
crs  J  but  modern  youths>  if  a  paffion  for  attend- 
ing thcfe  places  has  fcized  their  minds,  acquire 
an  eftablifhed  habit  of  impudence ;  and  though 
ill-inftrufted  in  the  very  elements  of  literature, 
arrogate  to  themfclves  a  claim  of  commenda^ 
tion,  of  which  they  are  undcferving. 

Upon   the  declenfion    of  Athenian   freedom, 
^hen  the  arts  and  fciences  were  introduced  at 
Rome,  a  paflion  for  literature  was  for  fomc  time 
checked  by  a  difpofition  ambitious  of  warlike  un- 
dertakings, and  averfe  to.  a  difcipline  which  it  fii(^ 
peded  enervated  the  faculties  of  the  mind,  pro- 
duced incrtnefs,  and  promoted  effeminacy  j  an 
happy  converfion  was,  however,  effected  by  aa 
extraordinary  and  fortuitous  circumftanccj  the 
harangues  of  three  Grecian  Philofophers  (who 
adopted  peculiar  modes  of  eloquence,  and  whofc 
principles  were  equally  oppofite)  imprefled  the 
arguments   fo  forcibly,    and  fo  captivated   the 
young   men  of  Rome,    that,    from  that  time, 
they  applied  themfclves  to  the  purfuit  of  know- 
ledge, and  fubftituted  the  Athenian  method  of 
education.     The  fucccfs  of  this  innovation  fluc- 
tuated for  feme  time;  but  the  whifpers  of  pre- 
judice ibon  fubfided,    and  the  people   became 
reconciled  to  Grecian  literature*     Seminaries  for 
the  advancement  of  learning  were  confequently 
t(ta\>lifhed  upon  the  lame  foundations    feveni 
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ichools  and  walks  were  built  by  LucuUus^ 
where  the  fldlful  held  conferences,  and  amufed 
cheoifelves  with  debates  upon  intricate  points  o£ 
philoibphy:  where^  each  defended  the  opiniona 
of  his  fedt,  and  itiggefted  improvements,  which 
he  thought  would  prove  ferviceable  to  the  State* 

The  flowers  of  Oratory,  though  tranfplanted 
into  Rome,  bloflfomed  under  the  cultivatioa 
of  Augufhis  with  equal  fuccefs,  as  in  their  ori« 
ginal  foiL 

Cicero  built  a  villa,  near  Puzzuoli,  which  ia 
imitation  of  the  Greeks  he  called  an  Academy  i 
in  this  place  of  retirement  lie  ftudied,  converfed^ 
and  difputed  with  the  learned. 

This  writer  has  left  us  a  pertinent  account  of 
the  method  adopted  by  the  Romans  in  the  edu- 
cation of  a  young  man  for  the  praftice  of  Elo- 
loquence ;  he  was  cntrufted  to  the  rare  of  an 
eminent  Orator,  by  whofe  inftruftions  he  ac- 
quired a  theoretical,  and  by  attending  his  patron 
upon  all  public  and  judicial  afiemblies,  attained 
a  practical  and  more  ufcful  knowledge  of  Ora- 
tory ;  he  had  thus  an  opportunity  of  becoming 
converfant  in  the  laws  of  his  country,  and  cb- 
ferving  the  different  arguments  diat  each  Rhe- 
torician ufed  in  fupportof  his  caufe.  This  lau* 
dable  mode  is  now  praftifed  by  our  Law  Stu- 
dents, who  are  placed  under  the  tuition  of  ex- 
perienced Lawyers,  by  whom,  and  an  attend- 
ance 
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tace  in  the  courte,  they  are  initiated  iii  the  fuii^ 
danncntal  principles  of  Law,  and  imbibe  a  defirc 
of  poffefling  a  foil  command  over  an  audience. 
After  the  death  of  Cicero,  the  young  men  re- 
ceived their  education  from  a  clafs  of  men,  who 
were  called  Rhetores,  whofe  charafters  were 
celebrated  for  piety,  virtue,  and  learning.  Ora- 
tor), as  a  principal  branch  of  literature,  muft 
flouri£h  belt  in  a  land  of  liberty;  where  the  free- 
dom of  the  prefs,  and  a  privilege  of  openly 
communicating  their  fentiments  arc  the  prero- 
gatives of  the  people;  reafon  inclines  us  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  its  inhabitants  (hould  profecute  an  ap- 
plication to  Oratory  more  profperoufly  than  the 
Greeks  and  Romans;  that  fchools  fhould  be  in- 
flituted  upon  the  mod  liberal  principles,  and 
that  the  eftablifhments  of  the  Englilh  for  the 
ftudy  of  this  art,  fliould  exceed  thofe  of  Lu- 
cullus  in  grandeur,  regularity,  ai-d  execution. 
We  can  boaft  of  two  Univerfitics,  •  where  the 
feeds  of  rhetoric  are  carefully  nurtured — but 
how  great  is  the  inanity  of  a  fuppofition,  that 
the  fame^  laudable  effects  are  derived  from  the 
focieties  in  the  metropolis?  It  would  require 
much  deliberation  to  difcriminate  whether  the 
company,  which  is  in  general  compofed  of  Ap- 
prentice boys,  and  Attorneys'  Clerks,  or  their 
frivolous  debates,  are  mod  produftive  of  dan- 
gerous confequences;  the  one  taints  their  minds 
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^th  illiberal  ideas,  and  loofe  fentiments;  whilft 
the  other  inftiis  die  corrupted  dreams  of  Ora-> 
tory,  for  the  faculties  of  the  mind  are  fuccefs- 
fuUy  exercifed  in  proportion  to  the  dignity  of 
the  debate;  an  aflbciation  with  youths  of  unripe 
judgments  and  weak  intellcdts  always  produces 
an  erroneous  turn  of  thought:  the  debates  of 
thcfe  affemblies  are  in  general  fiftitious,  ufelefs, 
and  ridiculous. 

The  attainment  of  eloquence  can  only  be  ef- 
fected by  unwearied  application  to  bring  thofe 
faculties  to  maturity,  which  Nature  muft  natu- 
rally beftow  upon  an  orator. 

Cicero  in  his  treatife  entitled  Brutus ;  feu  de 
darts  Oratoribusy  has  given  us  an  inftruftivc 
account  of  the  qualifications,  of  which  he  made 
himfelf  mafter,  as  the  ground  work  of  this  ela- 
bgrate  and  comprehenfive  art;  the  elements  of 
Grammar,  Logic,  Geometry,  Philofophy,  in 
fhort,  the  whole  circle  of  fciences,  and  peculiar 
penetrative  faculties,  are  the  requifite  accomplifli- 
mcnrs  of  a  complete  Rhetorician. 

I  have  carefully  examin«d  many  publications 
to  trace  the  origin  of  Debating  Societies  in  Eng- 
land, but  my  refcarches  have  proved  inefFeftivc 
beyond  the  Auguftan  reign  of  Annc;  the  origi- 
nal, therefore,  of  thele  inftitutions,  I  furmife, 
was  the  Robin  Hood,  a  fociety  fupported  by 
iricn  of  genius,  and  profound  erudition. 

Wc 
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Wc  arc  indebted  to  the  pen  of  Addiibn  fcr 
the  tranfmittal  of  this  cftablilhment:  that  the 
iyftcm  of  inftruftion  made  choice  of  by  its  mem- 
bers, was  founded  upon  the  moft  praife- worthy 
motives,  is  a  conjefture  that  incredulity  itfelf 
will  allow,  and  deliberation  confirm. 

That  the  confequences,  which  the  diftates  of 
morality  would  produce,  are  often  deftroycd  by 
the  fafcinating  but  delufive  charms  of  aban- 
doned principles  i  that  the  allurements  of  vice 
ofjen  captivate  and  enfnare  a  mind,  yielding  to 
th«  influence  of  virtuous  habits,  is  a  fubjcft  fo 
frequently  advanced,  that  the  illiterate  would 
Imile  at  the  repetition  of  fo  hackneyed  a  thefis : 
I  Ihall  therefore  only  add,  that  in  like  manner 
Ae  nobleft  art  has  been  intercepted  in  its  pro- 
grefs ;  that  its  foundation  has  been  debafed  by  a 
fuperftrufture  difgraceful  to  a  literary  naU(Mi  5 
the  reputation  of  thefc  fchools  in  the  eyes  of 
the  learned,  has  proportionably  declined,  as 
tlieir  numbers  augmented :  the  legillative  power 
thought  it  incumbent  to  regulate  the  theatres, 
tnd  reduce  them  in  number  on  the  pretence, 
that  their  increafe  dificminated  vice,  fubverted  re- 
gularity, and  encouraged  indolence. 

That  the  cfFofts  arifing  from  a  paflion  in  the 
Ignorant  for  eloquence,  and  an  attendance  at  thefe 
focietics,  prove  equally  as  prejudicial  in  the 
morals  of  young  men,  whom  nature  had  deftined 
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^^Jor  euSing  fimpUsy'  or  any  other  mechanical 
duty,  as  a  ze4  for  theatrical  reprefcAtations^nce^f. 
pp  cxcmplihcatjon. 

Not  young  txttormts  have  this  rage  wichflood^ 
But  change  th  ^Tpsni  for  truachvons,  ink  for thtiJ* 

,  This  is  the  opinion  of  a  diaoiatic  writer^  whp 
has,  in  a  mafterly  manner,  expofed  a  foible  clofely 
allied  to  that,  of  which  I  am  now  treating— 7 
ftage-ftruck  apprentices,  who  negled  their  pro- 
per ftiidy,  arid  dei'ert  their  |rade  tp  gratify  a 
pafljoii  diat  will  corrupt  their  underftandings,  ancj. 
r«ednce  them  to  indigence.  Sf  outing  clubs  and 
Debating  foc^cues  may  allegorically  be  termed 
Sijlc  Sf  th'-  offspring  o^  Ignorance  and  Vanity^  and^ 
the  Parents  of  Indolence  and  IVant. 

The  inJanurcd  attorney,  whofc  diforderecf 
flnind  feels  die  w.iiineft  gr.'tificacion  in  dying  for 
bis  crjuniryy  or  drh'oxing  the  ifuijuark  of  tyranny 
may,  with  the  iaine  ardo.  another  night,  ftanc| 
forth  the  champion  of  virtue ^  defend  the  rights  of 
^be  injured^  and  hiobicaft  be  fired  with  the  fatri^ 
ptic  warmth  cf  an  Ihr^pdcn  9.  a  Sydney  :  his  own 
vanity  may  prefer  turgid  declamation,  and  unim- 
portant controverfieb,  to  the  energeuc  powers  of  a 
Dempfthenes,  oTuit  rapid  torrent  with  whiclj 
(Cicero  overpowered  the  mofl:  atrocious  of  villains. 

The  ni^mber  of  diefe  peftilencial  haunts  is 
now  increafed  to  fourteeq,  ^d  they  have  become 
daily  more  numeroufly  attended.  The  fifing 
generation  of  citizens  here  declaixn  againft  the 

yulgar 


vulgar  and  illiterate  cuftdms  of  their  fathers  | 
-dicir  own  underflandings  are  irrcfiftibly  fwayed 
by  Utopian  and  romantic  ideas  of  patriotifm  and 
famci  ijidufhy  liidlirris  thfc  perfulfive  influence 
of  vanity,  ind  fociety  the  deprivation  of  its  mem* 
bcrs  >  for  if  an  impulfe  of  this  nature  once  in* 
duces  young  men 

*»  To  quit  xki'fu^ftanet  for  art  empty  JbaJe,** 

every  fyftcm  of  reformation  proves  too  often  in- 
effeftualj  the  vigilance  of  juftice,  the  duty  of 
parents,  and  the  intereft  of  mailers,  fhould  ex- 
cite  attention  to  to  objeft,  the  negleft  of  which 
can  only  be  remedied  by  an  entire  fubverfion  of 
mftirutions  fo  produftive  of  indolence,  and  pre* 
Judicial  to  the  moral  conduft  of  mankind. 

Many  religious  fefts  have  arifen  fince  the  efta- 
bliihment  of  the  Christian  Religion,  whofc 
doflrines  palliate  hnmorality,  and  diflblve  the 
links  of  unanimity;  we  nurture  the  original 
root  with  care,  but  wiih  to  deftroy  thofe  branches 
which  di'ffeminate,  and  communicate  their  per-- 
ricious  qualities  to  the  tender  and  pliant  (hoots ; 
thus  no  obfcurity  would  be  caft  over  the  fplen* 
dorof  oratoiT,  if  thcfe  fuperfluous  branches  were 
pruned  i  the  mod  falucary  efFefts  would  be  pro* 
diiccd  from  th(ri4*  extinction;  individuals  would 
not  be  alienated  from  their  proper  fphere,  fopiety 
jn  general  would  be  benefited,  and  the  nobleft 
art  would  be  liberated  from  ;he  manacles  of  ig- 
noiancc  and  enthufiafinrL  '  "BVi  * 
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•J,    .    „    -,  ,  ...  (\ 

Be  Homer's  works  your  ftudy  and  delight^ 

Read  them  by  day,  and  meditate  by  night ; 

Thence  form  yodr  judgment,  thence  your  maxims  tring,* 

And  trace  the  mafes  apwajNt  to  their  fpring;.  Vofii 

JL  H  E  works  of  Homer  may  be  confidered  as  t 

beaiitiful  and  fpacious  garden^  -in  which  thou« 

fands,'  for  ages  paft,  have  walked  with  delight, 

UtA  from  the  (la^rel-h^dges  €ff  which   many  a 

learned  man  has  phicked  unfading  wreaths  to 

grace  his  brow,  andtranfmit  his  memory  to  the 

lateft  pofterity.    After  confcflinfe  that  flich  menl 

as  thcfe  have  thorught  it  an  honor  to  write  com[- 

hients  on  thfc  father  of  poetry,  it  would  be  highly 

prefiiniptiious  in  me  to  omit  an  apology  for  taking 

•the  fame  road  witU  them;  but  loofe  hints^  and 

.curfory  obfervations^  often  ftrike  more  forcibly, 

than  the  labored  arguments  of  a  profeflcd  cri- 

-tici  as  the  furprize  is  always  the  more  agree- 
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able  as  it  is  the  left  cxpeftcd,  and  many  had 
rather  fport  the  opinions  of  a  Trifler  as  their 
own,  than  borrow  them  from  authors  whofc 
tenets  are  in  every  mooth>  and  whofc  dfccifions 
tfcey  can  never  hope  to  adopt,  without  a  dread 
of  being  detefted  and  expofcA  The  beauties 
of  Homer,  like  the  head:i  of  the  Hydra,  increafe 
by  the  vtry  means  of  diminution  j  the  difco^ 
very  of  one  opens  the  way  to  more,  and  though 
thoulands  have  been  pointed  out,  yet  are  there 
enough  unnotiGed  to  give  unexpected  pleafurc 
to  the  i^eader  of  tafle,  and  afford  ample  fcope 
fcx  the  conjmendatory  pea  of  the  critic*  And 
of  all  the  beautiful  images  this  great  poet  has 
delineated,  the  pifture  of  Aflyanai>  terrified  at 
the  plume-nodding  helmet,  and  fhrinkiwg  bact 
into  his  mirfe'is  bofom,  is,  I  think,,  one  of  the 
moft  lively,  and  moft  natural  to  be  met  with. 
Heftory  oppreffed  as  he  is  with  the  ibrrow  of 
his  wife,  and  more  than  doubtful  of  ever  fcr- 
•ing  either  Andromache  or  Aftyanax  again,  re- 
•  laxcs  a  moment  from  his  inward  griefi-  and  joins 
the  fmilc  of  his  diftrefied  confort,  at  the  cauft- 
lefs  dread  of  their  tender  infant.  Nor  ends  the 
picture  here;  to  eopy  each  particular  eircunnr 
ftance  would  j^eqxrire  the  painter  to  exert  hiro- 
fclf  feparateiy  oathe  fcvcral  fubjefts  contained  lA 
the  dcfcfeiprion ;  but  the  reader  beholds,  the  pio« 
txire  at  one  view,  and  cocnbining  the  vafjeus  iiw- 
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:Ci«icnts  (which  are  siU  fo  many  diftinui  beauties^ 
in  on'*  gi.uid  whole,  is  Itfc  to  contempk:e  one  of 
the  in.r\  charming  and  intcrefting  pieces  that  e'er 
.the  iiiugination  uf  man  devifv'J.  J\uko\)..6v  yaKx- 
^ascra  in  tlic  pathetic  relation  of  Hcvflor'b  laft  in- 
terview witli  his  amiable  xronforc,  is  a  phrafe 
cqua;iy  ftriking  for  the  harmony  of  Its  cadence, 
jind  tii.c  tcr.acr  idea  which  it  conveys  to  the 
^indi  the  combination  of  iwo  oppofite  paflions 
Ariiggiing  in  the  fame  look,  is  forcibly  pourr 
crayed  by  the  direft  oppc.»fition  of  the  tv.o 
vords,  it  is  a  beauty  which  muft  appear  evident 
to  every  reader^  and  of  the  force  of  v/hich  the 
j30ct  hlmfflf  fccms  fcnfible^  for  we  find  the  fame 
paflage  occurring  once  or  twice  more  in  the 
courfc  of  his  works,  though  no  where  fo  imme- 
diately applicable  as  in  the  prefent  inflajace; 
the  thought  which  owes  its  origin  to  the  Greek 
poet,  has  been  frequently  imitated  by  fucceeding 
writers,  but  by  none,  I  b^eiieye,  more  happily 
chan  Sh^kelpear  in  the  following  pgyraphrafe : 

Thole  hippy  fmiles 
That  play'd  on  her  ripe  lip,  feem'd  not  to  know 
What  guefts  were  ia  her  eyes. 

K,  LtAt,  AaiV.  Sc  3. 
There  is,  perhaps,  no  prettier  charadler  in 
the  whole  of  his  works  than  that  of  Nauflcaa  in 
the  Odyiieys  fhe  is  beautiful,  courteous^  and 
kind  in  her  behavyiur  cu  the  wretched  U^'fies 
as  ever  mmq  couM  dL-fire^  llcn^  p^rliapa^  more 
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nice  fhan  wife,  may  be  a  lictlc  difgufted  with  ont ' 
of  her  fundions,  namely,  that  of  laundrels,-  but 
to  fuch  we  may  reply,  that  if  they  form  their 
opinions  of  Homer's  Dramatis  Perfonay  by  rules 
jdeduced  fronri  modern  manners,  they  are  far]widc 
of  the  mark,  and  very  incompetent  judges  of 
any  part  of  his  works ;  when  they  ice  a  peer  * 
mixing  with  the  loweft  clafs  to  gratify  his  va- 
nity, or  a  learned  prelate  rlfking  his  life  in 
fearch  of  the  Philofophcr's  Stone,  they  need  no 
longer  be  aftonifhed  at  a  fine  girl's  taking  it  into 
her  head  to  wafli  the  week's  linen,  efpecially  when 
we  find  it  was  the  cuftom  of  the  rime,  and  that 
Minervafent  her  for  fo  neceflTarya  purpofej  among 
us  indeed  PrincefTes  themfelves  never  wa(h  the 
Royal  Family's  foul  clothes,  but  the  place  of 
Qiieen*^s  laundrefs  can  boa(^  of  many  a  feir 
nymph  whofe  employment,  like  Nauficaa's,  is 
merely  nominal,  and  whofe  charms,  like  her's, 
arc  the  firft  point  of  confideration.  Thus  much 
to  the  fantaftic  bcUe,  and  fqucamilh  petit-mai- 
trc,  to  the  girl  of  fpirit,  or  the  man  of  life ; 
flie  is  the  very  pattern  of  cxcellenccji  to  pleafe  the 
female  jarveysj  (he  drives  fpur  in  hand,  and 
manages  her  whip  witli  the  utmoft  fkill,  to 
delight  the  more  domeftic  part  of  her  fex  fhe 
fings  moft  charmingly,  and,  in  fine,  is  not 
ahove^  playing  a  game  at  bafte-ball  with  her  at- 
tendants s  ihe  js  fo  much  t!ic  favorite    of  the 

poet. 
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p9Ct,  diat  he  compares  her  and  her  companions  ' 
to  Diana  and  her  nymphs  on  an  hunting  party,  '■ 
and  that  in  a  finiile  which  yields  the  palm  to 
no  one  in  the  whole  of  his  works,  and  which 
Virgil  has  moft  ftriftly  and  beautifully  copied, 
The^  chamfter  of  Nauficaa,  like  that  of  Sarpe-  ' 
^don  in  the  Iliad,  has  but  ono  fault,  and  that  ' 
is,  it  is  too  Ihort,  but  what  there  is  of  it,  is  Ipi- 
ritcd,  lively,  generous,  and  intereftmg ;  her  re- 
ception and  treatment  of  Ulyffes,  when  all  her  ' 
companions,  ftartled  at  his  appearance,  defcft  " 
her,  is  noble  and  captivating,  and  her  whole  con- 
duit breathes  ftrongly  the  fpirit  of  that  Goddefs,  ^ 
who  direfts  her  behaviour,  and  fuggefts  to  her  " 
every  principle  of  aftion.     But  where  (hall  we  * 
find  a  more  affefting  pidture  than  that  which    * 
jhe  dog  Argus  reprefents  to  our  view?  after  an 
abfence  of  twenty  years,  Ulyffes  returns  to  his 
native  country,  unhappy  and  unknown  by  allj 
fave  this  faithful   animal;    the  fwineherd,   Eu- 
m«us,   his  moft  faithful  friend,  receives  him  in 
the  rrioft  hofpicable  manner,  but  is  entirely  ig- 
noVant  that  he  is  the  whole  time  entertaining 
his  ©Id  mafter,  his  king,  and  one  who  had  treated 
him  like  a  fathers  the  nurfe  is  a  long  while  be- 
fore Ihe  difcovers  him ;  and  Penelope  relates  her 
piteous  tale  of  woe,  and  fets  forth  all  her  wrongs 
to  him,  as  to  one  whom  (he  looks  on  as  a  kind 

and 
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aad  intereftec}  llranger ;  but  the  (agaeious  and 
grateful  Argus,  whom  UlyfTes  had  fondled  whco 
^  puppy,  and  left  behind  him,  perhaps  howling 
ivith  grief  at  his  departure,  inilantly  knows  bis 
eld  n>after>  and  ^evvs  every  fxgn  of  joy  at  hii 
approach;  when  youngs  and  in  the  vigor  of  hit 
ftrength,  the  fuitors  had  hunted  with  hinij  am) 
taken  care  of  him  for  their  own  uie  9  *buc  now^ 
worn  out  in  their  fervice,  he  is  thrown  afidft, 
and  left  to  rot  on  the  d  nghill,  a  pi  cy  to  worms, 
juid  [Mne  away  neglefted  and  defpifed.  It  is  ^ 
^ircumftancc  irreflftibly  afFeding,  as  addreficd  to 
4>ur  paflions,  and  a  fable  borrowed  firom  ths 
brute  creation,  only  to  fti  ike  mankiivd  the  mof9 
forcibly  with  the  recoUedion  of  their  injufi* 
tice  and  ingratitud' ;  it  givc^i  rife  to  a  few  l^ne$ 
equally  beautiful  ..id  true,  on  the  vices  of  fer? 
vants,  when  they  arc  no  longer  fubjcft  to  the 
coniroul  of  their  matter,  but  lord  ip  over  their 
inferior  domeuics,  and  particularly  over  dumb 
animals,  who  have  once  enjoyed  the  favor  of 
an  indulgent  mafter,  nor  ever  defervcd  to  be 
ill  treated  for  thofe  failings  which  old  age  may 
inflict  on  them.  This  faithful  creature  recog- 
nises Ulyffes  at  firft  fight,  and  fawning  upon 
him,  with  all  the  earneftncfs  of  brutifh  affe6tion> 
finks  under  the  conflict  of  contending  paffions 
and  expires,   a  vidim  to  gratitude^  at  his  maf- 
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^s  left.  Let  the  grateful  friend  commcmo- 
atc  his  death  with  the  tear  of  fenfibility,  andl 
he  ingrate  blufli,  when  he  beholds  that  juftice 
ri  the  breaft  of  a  brute,  of  which  his  own  mind 
m  tiever  yet  fofceptible.  But  what  adequate 
jWfife  cian  we  beftow  on  the  firft  interview  betwcca 
Jljrffes  and  his  excellent  wife  ?  the  very  circum- 
bince  which  introduces  her  to  her  unknown 
ruefty  is  admirably  contrived,  nor  could  the 
ilamelefs  '•ondu£k  of  Penelope  be  let  in  a  ftronger 
ight,  than  by  making  her  chide  her  lervants  for 
ifing  opprobrious  language  to  a  man  whom  Ihe 
loes  not  know,  but  whom  fhe  inftantly  conceives  a 
tfgard  for,  from  his  promifing  to  give  an  account 
)f  her  long  loft  hufband.  From  the  firft  fpeech 
)f  Wyfles  Penelope  forms  fo  favorable  an  opi- 
lion  of  him,  that  (he  tells  her  whole  ftory  to 
lim,  and  lays  open  her  mind,  though  in  another 
place  (he  exprefles  her  contempt  of  ajl  the 
bangers  who  made  a  praftice  of  coming  under 
>retence  of  giving  her  information  of  her  Lord  j, 
af  him,  howcverv  Ihe  fcems  to  harbour  no  fuf- 
picion,  but  attends  to  his  motley  tale  of  woc^ 
Rrith  every  token  of  pity  itdeferves,  and  anfwers 
all  hb  iufferings  with  fighs,  and  filcnt  tears.  But 
thcdefcription  of  the  mutual  effefts  of  the  refpc^f- 
cive  ftories,  is  replete  with  the  touches  of  a  maf- 
icr's  penjr  and  as  highly  poetical  as  any  lines  in 

die 


the  poem.    From  her  the  tears  ftrcam  down  W 
fond  cheeks  as  (he  mourns  the  fuppoled  abfcDQfi 
of  him  who  is  fitdrig  by  her ;  fhc  liftens  attOK* 
tively   to  every  circumltancc  that  is  related  of 
f..  n,  and   as    a  thouiand  lond  ideas  crowd  updoi 
h-      '•''!,  Jhc  burfts  into  a  flood  of  tears,*  aal 
bc.ij\v.>  .iis  memory  with  thefe  fidthfiil  pledges 
of  ner  una.ienaced  love.    The  portrait  of  Ulyflb 
is  painted  with  all  the  force  of  a  poetic  imag^na- 
lion  ;  he  fees  his  wife  after  tw'enty  years  abfence^* 
folely  intent  on  him,  afking  quellions  after  hiny 
and  ftih  uue  and  faithful  to  his  memory,  he  is 
Vitnefs  to  thofe  tears  whicli  flow  for  himy  and 
pities  her  difl:refs,  though  he  is  purpofed  not  yet 
to  reheve  it ;  but  though  we  fee  him  thus  moved^^ 
and,  in  fome  nryeafure,  yielding  to  the  cries  of 
human    tendernels,  yet    he   ftill  maintains    his 
^wonted   finnnefs^  and  in  the  midft  of  all  thofe 
pangs  to  which  his  fcnfibility  mufl:  necefl[arily 
fubjeft  him,    reprcfles  the    tears   juft    ftarting 
from  his  eye,  and  ftill  adheres  to  his  refoludon 
of  not  yet  difcovcring  himfclf  to  her.  This  very 
circumlLmce  is  what  appears  to  me  the  moft  ex- 
•  ceptionablc  part  of  tlie  OdyflTey ;  from  the  de- 
fcription  of  our  hero's  feelings  at  his  wife's  dif- 
ti  efs,  we  may  judge  him  pofleflTed  of  an  heart 
by    no  means  void  of  the  tender  fenfations  of 
humanity,  and  from  the  highpraifcs  Penelope  i]i>« 
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Idbowingly  bellows  on  him^  and  his  ne\«cr*(ieafing 
defire  of  returning  hcune^  we  may  conclude  him  a 
g(k>d«  a  kiod^  and  a  loving  htrfband  ^  it  is  then, 
methinksi  unnatural  to  delay  the  denouement  to 
folate  a  period*  and  infiift  the  moft  bitter  an- 
guifli  on  the  fisud&l  Penelopej  for  the  fake  cf 
keeping  up  diatinflesdhiUty  of  temper,  and  pre- 
determination of  a£tion>  which  forai  one  of  the 
flliongcft  traits  in  the  charader  f£  Udyifes.  It 
would  be  nuich  more  agreeable  to  every  fympa* 
thizing  reader,  that  this  fcene  of  mutual  diftrefi 
fhould  be  ended  by  a  cataftrophe  of  mutual  hap- 
pinef^  that  UlylTes  Ihould  make  himfelf  khown, 
and  receive  his  chafte  confort  to  his  arms,  than 
to  drop  fo  intcrefting  a  fubjedt  to  introduce 
other  bufinefs,  and  at  laft  make  Telemachus 
upbraid  the  coldnefs  of  his  mother's  behaviour 
towards  one  whom  fhe  receives  but  as  a  kind 
and  pleafing  ftranger.  To  thofe  whofe  incon- 
fiderate  zeal  prompts  them  to  extol  the  cru- 
elty of  a  Brutus,  or  to  glory  in  tbje  miftakea 
virtue  of  an  injured,  but  innocent  Lucreua,  the 
uniform  firmnefs  of  Ulyffes  may  appear  the 
brighteft  gem  he  can  boaft  of  i  they  will  praifc 
him  when  he  fobs  on  die  fea-lhore,  and  cafts  a 
longing  eye  towards  the  rocks  of  Ithaca, 
though  the  charms  and  continual  kindnefs  of 
a  Goddefs  are  the  chief  misfortunes  of  which 
3  ^ 
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he  vents  his  complaints;  they  will  comnieni 
his  frigid  palfion  in  terms  of  the  warmeft  ap- 
probation^  and  applaud  theprotraded.crifis  of& 
cold^  fo  uninterefting  ah  ecclaircifiement.  But  had 
the  fun  of  gladnefs  beamed  through  the  douds 
of  fbrrow^  and  brightened  up  themifls  of  grief 
with  fuddcn  and  unexpe&ed  rays  of  joy^  the 
clofe  of  day  had  proved  anfwerable  to  the  pro- 
raifes  of  mom>  and  the  whole  fhone  forth 
equally  decked  with  the  charms  of  nature. 
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Licuit  femper^Mi  liahif 
SignatuM  prsftnii  not  a  froctuttn  nttmmum 
Ut  SjlfutfiUit  fr9nos  mmtamtur  in  annos. 
Prima  eaduHt  it  a  virbcrum  ofetus  inttrlt  ^as 
St  jmventtm  Jsttt  Jlorent  modo  nata  vigentqm, 

Horace  Ats  Potrici^ 

An  andifputed  power 
Of  coining  money  from  the  rugged  ore  ( 
Nor  lefs  of  coining  words  is  (lill  confeft^ 
If  nfith  a  legal  publick  damp  imprefl. 
As  when  the  forefl  with  the  bending  year, 
Firft  iheds  its  leaves  which  earlieft  appear  ; 
So  an  old  race  of  words  maturely  dies. 
And  fome  new-born  in  youth  and  figure  rife. 

J.  HE  Englifli  language  fcarce  affords  a  terrn 
fi}  copious  in  its  fignifics^tion  as  the  monofyllablc 
•Fun.  Our  light-heeled  Gallick  neighbours 
amufe  themfelves  in  the  dance^  the  Italians 
ia  mufic;  in  ihort,  every  nation  takes  delight 
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in  fome  particular  ipecies  of  fciencc  or  plca- 
fure  (except  where  univtrfal  torpidity  rebates  the 
animal  fpirits,  and  by  incapacitating  the  mind 
for  an  induftrious  application  to  bufinels^ .  re- 
qyires  not  the  relaxation  neceflary  to  men  of 
more  intenfe  ftudy)  but  Fun  feems  to  be  con» 
llitutionally  inherent  in  the  inhabitants  of  this 
ifland^  for  although  the  veftiges  may  be  found 
perceptible  in  other  countries,  yet  England 
feems  to  be  its  favoured  refidence, 

I    have  often   heard  people  attempt   to  ex- 
cufe  an  action  for  which  they  have    been   re* 
prehended,   by   faying,   "  it  was    only  a  little 
harmlefs  Fun;*'  but  the  term  feems  quite  in- 
congruous to  me,  having  feldom  obferved  any 
fun  that  was  not  in  fome  degree  cruel  or  crimi- 
lial,  the  analization  of  which  would  afford  but 
.  little  pleafure  to  the  benevolent  mind,  fince  it 
generally    confifts    in    the    diftreffes    of   fome 
unfortunate  animal,  and  Tyranny  conftitutes  an 
eflcntial  part  of  its  compofition.    Hiftory  has 
indeed  placed  this  amufement  in  an  odious  ligh^ 
and  called  that  cruelty  which  the  performers  them- 
selves might  perhaps  have  denominated  *'  barm^ 
UJs  Fun*'  For  certainly,  when  Nero  fct  fire  to 
Rome,  and  fung  its  funeral  dirge  to  the  harp, 
3  .         •  this 
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this  fpirit  of  Fun,  more  than  ftudicd  ferocity, 
feenns  to  have  actuated  his  condu6t,  or  rather 
the  natural  cruelty  of  his  difpofition,  tindurcd 
all  his  amufements  wth  infeparablc  barbarity. 
It  may  appear  to  an  Englifhman  very  extra- 
ordinary that  a  Roman  Emperor  ftiould  efteem 
killing  flies  good  fun ;  or  that  another  fliould 
become  barber  for  the  fun  of  cutting  off  mens- 
Bofes;  but  let  him  confider  how  prompt  his 
countrymen  are  to  take  pleafure  in  the  torment 
of  other  animals,  and  how  ready  to  laugh  at  any* 
awkward  geftures,  to  which  diftrefs  or  paflion 
may.give  birth,  perhaps  he  may  have  been  an 
eyc-witnefs  of  the  alacrity  with  which  an  Englilh 
mob  take  the  executive  power  of  juftice  in  theu* 
own  hands,  and  their  exprelTions  of  joy  at 
the  ineffeduol  effi)rts  of  a  half-drowned  pick** 
pocket. 

I  am  confcious  that  all  rural  amufements 
lie  under  the  imputation  of  cruelty  -,  that  hunt- 
ing, (hooting,  and  angling  are  by  no  means 
exempt  from  diis  accufarion.  But  to  interdidt 
thefir  diverflops  through  a  principle  of  huma* 
nity  would  be  abfurd,  as  to  accufe  the  butcher 
of  cruclcy  in  following  the  neceflary  duties  of 
iiis  occupation.     Nor  is  it  my  defirc,  at  prefentj 
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to  inveftigate  the  rationality  of  ruftic  ipottii 
it  was  rather  my  intention  to  (hew  how  nearlf 
thofe  amufements  in  which  the  mind  does  not 
take  part,  are  allied  to  cruelty^  and  that  if  this 
ipirit  oifun  is  not  exdufively  the  property  of 
Kngliihmenj  it  yet  makes  a  confiderable  part  o£ 
their  national  charaAer.  Within  the  (pace  of 
a  century  two  unfortunate  wretches  were  drowned 
in  undergoing  the  ridiculous  ordeal  of  witdi* 
crafty  and  the  man  who  was  moft  inftrumcn* 
tal  in  their  murder>  received  money  horn  the 
furrounding  muldtude^  as  a  reward  for  thc/w 
lie  had  exhibited  in  ducking  them ;  nor  is  it 
Bccefiarythat  we  Ihould  turn  a  retrofpeAive 
eye  to  the  errors  of  antiquity,  fince  dail/  expe- 
rience convinces  us,  that  this  love  o{  fuM  is  as 
prevalent  at  this  period  of  time,  as  it  has  been 
in  any  preceding  age.  The  alacrity  with  which 
men  of  every  defcriprion  refort  to  Newmaricett 
iufficiehtly  elucidate  my  obfervation,  and  proves 
this  place  to  be,  at  particular  leafonsj  a  prin- 
ripal  emporium  of  fun  \  but  a  knowledge  of 
the  procefs  of  modern  horfemanlhip  muft  con^ 
fiderably  abate  the  pleafure  which  a  feding 
mind  would  otherwife  experience  at  the  gaiety 
of  the  fcene;  nor  can  it  be  agreeable^  except 
to  thofc  who  arc  Qn  the  turf  to  know  that  the 

King-t 
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King's  Plates,  which  are  given  to  encourage 
the  breed  of  horlesj  ihould  tend  to  its  per- 
verfion.  That  by  training  thefe  animals  merely 
for  fleetnefs^  we  rear  a  breed  diat  would  bend 
beneath  the  weight  of  a  well  grown  boy ;  be* 
fides  that  a  month's  training  (which  cgniUU 
of  hard  exercife  and  litde  food)  always  pre- 
c^es  this  amufementj  which  to  be  pleafing, 
xnult  be  of  (hort  duration.  Nor  is  it  Horfe- 
racing  alone  that  brings  fuch  a  periodical  coo-i 
courfe  to  Newmarkets  a  Boxing  match  ibme* 
times  concludes  this  routine  of  ^Hiionable  di« 
vcrfionsj  yet  for  the  fake  of  humanity  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  a  fellow  creature  beat  to  death 
for  the  amufement  of  the  i'urrounding  croud 
h  not  always  efteemed  good  fun. 

Such  are  the  diverfions  which,  with  an  irrc- 
fiftible  charm,  attraA  the  fporting  gentlemen 
of  England;  for  the  fake  of  which  Peers  con- 
de&rend  to  keep  company  with  (harpers^  and 
where  as  at  a  mafquerade  all  diftiayftion  va^* 
nUhes,  and  then  aiTume  characters  wholly  dif^ 
ferent  from  the  general  tenor  of  their  livea. 
For  how  totally  unlike  the  Prime  Minifter 
haranguing  the  Parliament,  is  the  booted  Pre^ 
mier  foUcidng  die  opinion  oi  the  Jof  key  club^ 

or 
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or  difputing  with  a  (harper  ;  and  who  that  ever 
heard  him  difcourfe  upon  the  Britilh  laws  and 
conftitution  would  fuppofe  that  he  was  equally 
fldUed  in  the  conftitution  of  a  horfe  ?  yet  this 
lias  been  no  uncommon  ipeftacle  at  New- 
market. 

Amongft  the  lower  orders  of.  men,  iC  that 
Ipecies  of  fun  denominated  bull  baiting,  cock 
fighting,  bear  baiting,  &c.  were  abolilhed,  they 
would  not  be  lefs  fober  or  induftrious.  But  as 
it  cannot  be  expefbed,  that  men  let  loofe  from 
labbr  fhould  regulate  their  conduft  in  the  hours  ' 
of  relaxation  with  the  propriety  which  reafon 
might  require,  I  fhall  forbear  pafTrng  any 
ftriftures  on  their,  paftimes,  however  repugnant  • 
to  humanity,  but  cannot  help  taking  notice  of 
one  in  particular  which  is  as  extraordinary  as6t 
is  replete  with  barbarity,  I  mean  throwing  at  a* 
cock  on  Shrove  Tuefdayi  why  that  day  (hould 
be  particularly  feledted  for  the  deftruftion  of 
the  feathered  ipecies  remains  an  enigma  to  me 
which  folly  perhaps  can  only  folve,  fmcc  from 
thence  it  appears  to  take  its  rife.  Of  late  years 
indeed  this  fpedes  of  fun  has  been  lefs  regarded 
than  it  ufed  to  be,  and  I  make  no  doubt  but 
that  this  and  every   other  irration^  diverfion^ 

wiU 
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will  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years  dwindle  into 
negkft.  But  although  time  and  reafon  may 
prune  thefe  exuberances,  the  knkof  fun  will  by 
no  means  be  contrafted,  as  long  as  the  folly  of 
mankind  continues  to  find  frefh  meanings  to 
this  comprchenfive  but  incomprehenfible  mo- 
nofyllable.  To  fubftantiate  this  aflertion  I 
muft  digrefs  into  anecdote,  and  inform  my 
readers,  that  a  gentleman,  whom  budnefs  of 
confequcnce  compelled  to  vifit  Ireland,  was 
tired  with  a  long  walk  through  the  ftreets  of 
Dublin,  when  a  Coffee -houfc  opportunely  prc- 
^nted  itfelf  to  his  view,  into  which  as  he  entered, 
a  man,  of  a  martial  appearance,  who  was  talk- 
ing to  a  waiter,  immediately  attracted  his  at- 
tention, in  the  courfe  of  whofe  converfation 
he  overheard  him  enquire  if  there  had  been 
any  fport  there,  and  the  waiter  reply  to  this  tfkA : 
^^  O,  no.  Captain,  no  fun  at  ally  fince  the  death 
of  Fitzgerald,  (it  is  a  pity  he  was  not  fufiered 
to  efcape,  to  keep  up  the  breed  of  Duellifts) 
to  be  fure  we  have  had  a  litde  popping^  but 
only  two  men  killed  for  this  lafl  fix  months ;  it 
is  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  the  Englifhman,  who 
had  not  much  relifli  for  fun  of  this  fort,  was 
not  altogether  free  from  apprehenfions  of  this 
terrifick  votary  of  Mars>  which  he  foon  termi* 

Jiat^d^ 
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natcd,  by  abruptly  kaving  die  room*  Upo» 
a  dcfcriprion  of  the  place  when  he  returned  to 
his  k)dgings>  he  was  informed  it  was  calkd 
Lucas's  Coffee  Houfe^  where  gentlemen^  who  had 
more  hot  blood  in  their  veins^  than  brains  in 
their  heads^  might  be  accommodated  with  an 
opportunity  of  trying  their  courage  gratis^  irith 
an  elegant  aflbrtment  of  various  weapons,  and  the 
ftrifteft  fccrecy  to  be  depended  upon,  where  men 
of  honor  rcforted  every  morning,  equally  prompt 
to  attend  as  feconds^  or  be  engaged  as  prind« 
pais;  or  ihould  the  combatants  felBfhly  chooie 
to  have  all  the  fun  to  themfelves,  they  would 
ftill,  with  the  ftridteft  honor j  guard  them  from 
interruption.  The  Englifhman  was  aftonifhed 
to  hear  a  meaning  appropriated  to  fun,  which 
hcj  although  coming  from  its  favourite  refi^* 
dence>  had  hitherto  been  unacquainted  with. 
Soon  after  this  circumftance,  he  returned  to 
his  native  country,  but  whether  he  or  any  other 
perlbn  had  the  honour  of  importing  this  recent 
fignificarion  of/«»>  I  have  never  yet  been  able 
to  difcoverj  ncverthelcfs,  Englifhmen  to  flicw 
their  (kill  in  the  imitative  art,  foon  added  this 
new  attribute,  and  in  a  duel  that  happened  iboQ 
after,  in  which  neither  of  the  gendemen  engaged 
were  materially  hurt,  one  of  the  feconds  wai 

heard 
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ird  to  exclaim,  with  a  difcontented  air,  that 
looked  upon  this  rencontre  as  very  bad  fun, 
1  hoped  to  have  a  better  field  day  the  next 
le  he  fhould  be  in  a  finnilar  fitiiation.  Hi- 
Tto  a  contempt  of  death  has  been  thought . 
iiciently  chara6leriftic  of  a  brave  man,  but  I 
I't  rccollcdt  that  it  wat  ever  before  thought  nc- 
fary  for  the  valiant  to  take  pleafure  in  blood- 
d,  or  that  cutting  throats  was  ever  efteemed 
fource  of  rational  amufcment  cvea  for  Irilh^ 
n. 
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SATURDAY,  December  2^^  1788. 


If  my  Readers  derive  any  amufement  from  ^e 
prefent  nunrdber,  they  are  indebted  to  mf 
corrcipondentS)  whole  favors  I  have  taken 
the  librrty  of  abridging  in  (bnne  paflages^ 
corredUng  others,  and  making  thofe  altera* 
dons  which  I  judged  might  improve  their 
compolitions^  without  deviaiting  from  the 
ienfe. 

Nee  Ji^tr/k  Hmem.  Oyxd* 

Different  their  fuljjeAs,  yet  their  end  the  faae« 

Mr.    tOUCH^STONE. 
SIR, 

JL  H  E  improvement  I  acquire  from  the  pc- 
ttifal  of  your  literary- publication,  induced  me  to 
devote  a  portion  of  my  intclle6hial  amuicmenc 
toobferrt  tbeefitt^  of  human  caprices  with 
the.  intention,  Ihould  any  very  Angular  occur, 
«f  tranfikutting  an  account  of  them  to  you^ 

Whether  the  following  ctetadters  are  pecuHar 
^  m^  own  Bci^bourhof^  I  (hall  not  deter-^ 
t  K.  k  mine. 
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mine,  but  I  think  in  moft  of  the  vifits  that  I 
have  hitherto  paid^  I  have  fucceeded  in  m^ 
general  defign.  I  accepted  my  friend  Mr. 
Ghncrack's  iavitation  of  viflting'his  cabiiiet 
of  curiofitiesj  and  repofitbry  of  exotics j  I  (hould 
remind  you»  that  his  colleftioit  has  fbipe  me- 
rit in  the  choice  of  mat^riats,  as  well  as  in 
the  neamefs  of  their  arrangement ;  and  tSiouj^ 
tiot  equal  to  the  curious  art  and  cxpenfiVe 
fkill  of  the  late  Sir  A.  L.  has  certainly  taken  u 
much  time  in  the  formation/,  engaged  as"  great 
tttention  in  the  digeftion,  and'  cod  as  large  fums 
In  the  purcTiafe  either  the  profits  of  the  coUeftor'ji 
profcflion,  the  weight  of  his  finances,  or  the  rc- 

"gard  due  to  his  dcpendarife,  could  poffibly  al- 
low, I  (hall  not  attempt  to  defcribe  the  various 
fpccies  of  birds,  infcfts,  plants  and  minerals, 
tliat  are  prefented  to  your  notice ;  heithft-  fliall 
I  offer  any  pofitivc  alTertions  to  fettle  the 
proportion  of  meru  or  demerit/  with  which 
my  friend's  conduft  is  marked ;  but  otAf  ob« 
ferve,  tliat  What*,  may  be  innocent^as  hi 
amufement/niaybe  far  otherwrfe  when  it  Cfi« 

,  gages   our    chief  attention,  and   becomes  o^ 
only  ftudy :  and  die  e^ger  pwluits  which  ttiff 
be  juflifiable   in  one.  pttfoo,   from*  a  dtipar^ 
of  circumftances,  becoqcM:  :^ih|le  l€&  1^^ 
nal  in  anotlier.    -.  -  •  -^  .  • —r  •    ,-r/ 
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•But  leaving  this  fubjeA^  I  fhall  propofe  ano- 

ipr    for   your  notice.      My   neighbour.   Dr. 

:a0bck,  has  often  requeued  my  companyj  and 

[ways  enforces  his  offer  with  Latin  quotations^ 

id  many  propofals  of  convincing  me,  that  he  : 

^  been  for  fome  time  fucctrfsflilly  devoted  to 

)C  Mufes.    I  one  day  accepted  of  his  repeated 

lyitationSj  and  after  the  ufual  falutations,  was  _  > 

Ltroduced  into  die  library,  and  prefented  with  ^  .>^ 

sjriety  of  Odes,  &c.  in  different  languages^  and  ;  !^} 

^er  light  performances,  all  of  which  I  was  re* 

eatedly  alTurcd  were  the  produAions  of  his  own 

en  J   their  diftinguilhed  beauties  were  pointed 

lit  as  we  proceeded :  many  infigniBcant  me- 

M9d»  were  acjopted  to  rjccpijimend  each  com- 

ofition,  fuch  as  an  elevation  of  voice-7-a  long 

aufe-^an  expreflive  violence,   followed    by    a 

sfcant  upon  the   novelty  and  elegance  of  die 

lea— the  flrength  and  force  of  the  expreflionp-^ 

le  happy  combination  of  the  fentiments—- or  the 

eculiar  grace  and  rhetorical  fucceflion  of  images 

lat  animated  whole  paflages. 

I  fhpuld  have  endured  this  irkfome  trial  in 
alienee,  had  the  Dodbor's  egotifm  reded  here, 
attering  myfclf  that  we  had  almoft  concluded,  I 
ms  fuddenly  furprized  by  an  unexpeded  change 
r  ^e  fcene  :   fcveral  MS.  fcrmons   were    -c» 

comc.ea 
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commended  to  my  notice.    Hence  arofe  a  new 
diiplay  of  beauties.    Variety  of  thoughts^  and 
particular  paflages^  were  propofed  to  my  imita- 
;  ,i         non,   and  I  was  frequendy  exhorted  if  I  enlifted 
...       in  the  fervice  of  the  Chriftian^  piefthood  to  fol- 
low fuch  examples  in  one  relpc6t,  brighter  in  a 
iecond^  and  ftiU  more  iublime  in  a  third.    He 
;:: ;        repeated  his  remarks  on  the  fubjeA  of  poetry» 
^*'  fr6nfi  which  I  was  induced  to  thinkj  that  the  ana* 

^'  logf  between  a  poem  and  a  fermon  was  much 

greater  than  I  had  ever  conceived;  or^  at  lea^ 
my  inexperience  prompted  me  to  draw  a  oom«- 
parifon  between  things  of  which  I  found  fo  many 
fimilar  ieaturec>  I  could  not  eafily  remove  thii 
error  till  I  recoUeded  that  paflage  in  Virgil^s  fir^ 
£ck)gue: 

Urhm  fuam  £amt  Xamam^  Mttiiae^  fuiavi 
Stukus  eg$  butt  mjlra  JimiUm 
SU  cauihus  catulosfimiUs^Jif  m^tribui  bstd^s 
Niramfic  parvis  co^fpanen  magna  fiUhaif^ 

Fool  that  I  waS)  I  thought  Imperial  Rome 

Like  Mantua—^ 

So  kids  and  whelps  their  fires  and  dams  expreft^ 

And  fo  the  great  \  meafur'dby  the  le&«      DaVDlN^ 

]  could  not  help  finiHng  when  I  reOefted^  that 
my  neighbour  intended  rather  to  gratify  hi&Q«« 

pridc^ 
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pride^  than  to  entertain  or  improve  his  vifitor^ 
this  reflexion  ftruck  me  fo  forcibly^  that  I  wa& 
convinced  that  every  mode  of  mftruftion  which 
IS  calculated  to  recommend  the  teacher^  rather 
than  improve  the  hearer^  is^  at  beft^  but  plaufible 
trifling,  or  fplendid  vanity. 

My  next  acquaintance,  and  the  perfbn  I  wouldi 
next  introduce  to  yours,  is  my  friend  Mr«  Gid^ 
dy^  a  gentleman  of  abilities,  well  read,  very  lo* 
quacious,  and,  in  his  own  opinion,  very  inteUi* 
gent,  but  rather  too  communicative:  he  has  a 
great  fhare  of  fortitude  in  his  temper,  benevo* 
}ence  in  his  diipofition>  and  zeal  in  his  conftitu* 
tion :  he  has  many  good  qualities,  but  they  are 
unfortunately  clouded,  or  rather  fuperfeded,  by 
fomc  predominant  imperfection.  The  grand 
fource  of  his  frailty  originates  from  inconfiftency 
or  verfatility,  mixed  with  a  prevailing  fhare  of 
pride  and  ielf-eftimation^  that  towers  above  every 
other  quality,  and  fullies  the  whole  of  his  con- 
duft.  His  life  is  directed  by  unfctded  prin- 
ciples, it  flufhiates  in  various  uncertainties,  as 
the  opinions  of  mankind  concur  to  his  inclina- 
tions  and  fuit  his  tafte.  He  was  always  much 
captivated  by  appeals  to  the  paffions;  as  the  bar 
could  not  fatisfy  the  eagemefs  of  his  defire  i  he 
applied   his  oratorical   powers    to  the  pulpic^ 

Hence 
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Hence  he  imbibed  a  paffion  for  religious  dii^ 
courfes,  and  as  novelty  has  great .  influence  over 
minds  fo  fufceptibk  as  his^  he  foon  felt  a  ftrong 
prcpofTeflion  in  favor  of  extemporary  haraogueSj 
and  the  ^atificauons .  of  the  Tabernack. 

I  fhall  not  follow  this  charadler  through  all  the 
obvious  incdniiftentdis  and  deep  perplexities;  in 
which  it  mul):  neceflarily  have  waded^  but  make 
this  remark^  as :  a,  preventive  to  others^  maturely 
ta examine  every  circumftance.that.conduq^  to^, 
our  pleafure,  without  prejudice;  and  ^oyr^l^1dc^| 
whether  it  is  really  an  objeft  defending  pur  |tten« 
tion,  in  youth  to  trufl  to  the  judgment  of  ekpe-  . 
rienced  men»  and^  at  the  fame  time>  to  aft  witb 
a  prudent  diibiift  of  their  pwp^ 

I  muft  folicit  your  permiflion   to  introduce 

mnother   diarafter my    learned    friend    the 

Juftice.  I  fear  it  will  be  more  difficult  to  deve- 
)ope  this  vifitor  than  eiisher  of  the  preceding 
onesui  hois  compofed  of  a  tin(^ure  of  felfiflincfs 
which  often  proves  the  vital  principle  and  pritnum 
motile  of  every  adion.  I  fhall  not  expofe  the 
poivate  concerns  of  this  aftive  man^  as  I  am  de-r . 
firous  of  divefting  myfelf  of  perfonality  -,  the 
traits  of  his  profeffional  charafter  therefore  iaU 
under  my  confidcration. 

A  ztabuft 
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A  zealous  regard  for  the  public  weal  h  the 
prolbfled  motiye  of  his  condud }  actuated  hj 
^chis  intention^  he  ftudies  the  antient  records  of 
his  country,  and  obferres  the  diftinguilhlng  fea- 
tures of  the  modern  ftatutes.    He  confiders  in 
.ivfaat  manner  they  concern  the  oeconomy  of  the 
■fiatej  and  whether  his  neighbours  will  be  bene- 
ficed ;  he  reprobates  thofe  taxes  by  which  his  own 
property  becomes  affefbed;  in  peace,  he  vio- 
lently argues,  that  we  are  ;he  derifion  of  our  con*- 
tinental  rivals  ;  in  w^r,  that  we  are  hanging  up- 
on the  brink  of  deftruflion,  and  muft  inevitably 
be  raioed  by  the  burdens  and  impofts  of  the  ftate* 
.He  is  dreadfully  affrighted,  left  we  ihould  be 
involved  in  the  difputes  now  exifting  between 
ithc   Northern   European    potentates     and   the 
Turks,' 1^  the  value  of  his  eft^tc  fliould  de- 
creafe;'  for.  he  feelingly  complains,  that  it   is 
ic^cdy  recpycrcd  from  the  ravages  of  the  Ame- 
rican war  J  if  any  trivial  offender  is  brought  to  ' 
juftice  when  his  mind  is  inflamed  by  fome  poli- 
tical prejudice,  .the  culprit  rarely  efcapes   cor- 
yeftibri,  but  too  often  experiences  the  horrors  of 
^Vlungeon,  orthe  diicipllne  of  the  lafh. 

When  his  worfhip  divefts  himfcif  of  political 
mradeties,  he  imparts  his  opinion  with  truth,  dif- 
cretion,  and  impartiality  ;  he  Js  then  reverenced 

as 
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as  the  orack  of  his  neighbourhood.  To  hear 
him  deciding  controvcrfies,  reproving  delin- 
quents, or  explaining  the  meaning  of  the  law, 
ynth  his  unprejudiced  candor  and  good  fenie» 
every  one  muft  lament  that  fo  much  fkiU  and 
ability  ihould  ever  be  fuUied  by  imperfedioii» 
ivarped  by  prgudice»  or  enervated  by  felfifh  at- 
tachments. From  a  review  of  this  charader^ 
the  necefiity  of  felf-knowkdge  and  felf-govm- 
ment  appears  evident.  The  extenlion  of  oor 
acquifitions  proves  ufelefs,  when  they  are  not 
heightened  by  that  reflitude  of  principlt^  and 
tempered  by  that  prudence  of  conduft^  which  ave 
the  folid  qualifications  and  real  ornaments  of 
life.  Learning  is  efiential  to  cement,  adcmi^  and 
rear  the  refpeftable  building,  but  the  bafis  upon 
which  the  plan  of  life  (hould  be  raiied^  is,  inte- 
grity of  heart,  and  folidity  of  affion,  which  mdt 
pervade  the  whole  fabric,  and  complete  the 
fuperftrufture.  •■^ 

I  remain, 

Your  copftant  Reader, 

INSPECTOR- 
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SIR, 

WHILE  the  gloomincfs  and  fe verity  of 
winter  fpreads  its  dreary  influence  over  the  face 
of  the  country,  the  approach  of  Chriftmas  feems 
to  diffufe  into  every  bread  mirth  and  Iprightly 
plcafure.  The  peafanr,  who  fpcnds  the  reft  of  the 
year  in  indufirious  labor,  thinks,  with  rapture,  oa 
the  blazing  hearth  and  chearful  bowl,  that  he 
will  then  enjoy  in  the  hofpitablc  hall  of  his 
bounteoos  landlord;  and  men 'of  almoft  every 
Other  condition  of  life,  look  fonvard  to  that  pe- 
riod with  fdme  degree  of  joy  and  fatisfadtion. 

Thelc'^fifirtients  arc  therefultofa  convcrla- 
tion,  that  occurred  in  a  company  where  I 
happened  to  be  prefcnt  a  few  nights  ago:  the 
near  approach  of  the  above  mentioned  ftitival 
being  obferved  by  one  of  the  company,  "  I 
hope,"  faid  Philocune,  a  tall  fchoolboy,  of  about 
fixteeti,  **toget  a  little  hunting  in  the  couhr 
try  at  that  time,  if  the  weatl»er  proves  favor* 
able  during  my  month's  holydays."  "  It  muft 
indeed  be  allowed,"  replied  Luforia,  "  that 
Ghrifl^as  is,  in  general,  a  very  agreeable  time.; 
our  card-parties  are  numerous,,  and  the  neigh- 
bours b^GMie  more  (bciable,  and  more  frequent 
in  their  vifits  and  ientertainments."  "-.Yes/' 
•ito^hl^  lii^ilbj  "  Mid  the  affciiiblics  at  thatlta- 
J  *  ion 
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fon  are  the  beft  attended^  and  moft  brilliant  of 
any  in  the  year."  Polyphagus,  the  largenels  of 
vhofe  wig  correfponded  with  the  fize  of  his 
enormous  paunch,  informed  them>  he  intended 
to  ipend  the  enfuing  Chriftmas  at  the  houie  of 
a  friend  in  Norfolk:  "  And  let  mc  tell  you," 
fays  he,  ^^  there  is  nobody  who  lives  better  than 
he  does ;  his  tvirkies  are  the  fineft  in  the  coun* 
ty,  and  he  always  entertains  us  V3b&,  magnifi- 
cently/' 

Such  were  the  expectations  that  each  had 
framed  in  his  mind,  and  fuch  the  pleafrire  he 
had  anticipated  from  Chriftmas.  But  I  could 
not  help  inwardly  remarking,  with  a  melancholy 
reflexion,  that  the  joy,  which  the  approach 
of  this  facred  feafon  ought  properly  to  infpirej 
was  entirely  difregarded,  and  that  the  comme* 
moration  of  the  greateft  blefling  that  ever  beftl 
mankind  was  noticed,  only  as  it  conduced  to 
the  infignificant  purfuits,  or  vain  amulements 
of  life.  If  you,  therefore,  Mr.  Touchftone^ 
would  give  your  readers  a  few  hints  that  the 
above  feftival  was  not  inftituted  merely  to  a& 
&rd  an  opportunity  of  eating  mince-pies^  or 
playing  at  cards,  I  am  convinced  that  they  would 
not  be  ufelefs  to  the  public,  and  would  greatly 
oblige  your  fuicere  friend, 

NUMib 


iVb.  3  a. 


•  r     T  H  X 


T  R  I  F  L  E  R. 


Stmfer  eg$  Mudiior  tantum? 

JUTENAL* 


I  o  i\rz)  qVj 


PRIMTID    FOR    THE   AUTHORI, 

A   V    » 

S«U  by  Mcfifvn  Rabiii  ••iif»  Pa|ir-iMiir-R«w* 
M.»CC.LXXXIX. 


Cntetio  at  iSMatfomm  DtOli: 


■    ^ 


N  tr  M  B  B  R    XXXIU 


OF    TH]| 


T  R  I  F  L  E  R. 


SATURDAY,  January  3*  1789. 


OfJchrm  ijta  pars  jua  axioms  vitamqMe  btm  formit  at 
dirigit.  Tacitus* 

Thatinftitiition  fliould  be  encouraged,  which  promotes 
Yurtaef  and  edacatct  fatore  members  of  focietjr* 

SIR, 

I T  has  fomcwhcrc  been  obfervcd,  that  the 
iotrmfic  goodnefs  of  a  caufe  not  unfrequently 
conceals  the  weakncfs  of  its  advocates.  To  my 
humble,  yet  honeft  endeavors,  I  hope  the  can- 
dor of  your  readers  will  apply  my  confidence  in 
the  truth  of  this  remark,  as  an  extenuation  of 
4ieir  errors. 

Jm\  I  was 
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i  I  w^  born  in  a  country  townyof  poor  and  re* 
putable  parents,  and  am  indebted  for  my  fmall 
portion  of  knowledge  to  a  Blue  Coat  education. 
Though  my  veins  boaft  not  of  noble  blood,  yet, 
with  modcfly  I  may  claim  the  praift  of  gratitude; 
excited  by  tiiis  ftron^  impulfc,  I  am  tempted  fo 
cxpofe,  by  a  Ihort  narrative  of  my  life,  the  futility 
of  thofe  obfervationsy  which  prejudice  or  malevo- 
lence have  nftade  againft  thfi- inftitution  q{  SundOf 
Schools.  In  doing  this,  I  fhall  make  no  fcruplt 
of  confidering  a  Charity  and  Sunday  School  as 
differing  in  little  elfc  than  name;  to  both  the 
fame  arguments  arc  applicable,  as  both 'have 
the  difFufion  of  knowledge  as  their  objcft;  if 
any  difference  exifts,  it  is,  that  the  latter  has 
more  particularly  in  view  the  intercfts  of  virtue, 
and  the  increafe  of  religion. 

On  my.  leaving  fchool  my  friends  advifed  mc 
to  hire  myfelf  as  a  fervant  to  a  fingle  gen- 
tleman, or  in  a  private  family  j  and,  in  con- 
lequcnce  of  fomc  favorable  recommendation^  it 
was  not  long  before  I  obtained  a  fituation  agree- 
able to  my  wifhes. 

A  mercer,  his  wife,  and  four  children,  in  L-on-- 
don,  compofed  the  vhole  family,  in  which  f 
palTcd   my  noviciate  year.    For  a  confidferabte 

time 
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*time  my  cxpcftations  of  comfort  \vere  not  dc-' 
ceivcd;  my  employment  was  neither  confidera- 
ble  nor  difficult ;  and  as  from  my  childhood  I 
had  been  bred  up  in  a  habit  of  induftry,  I  ex- 
perienced nothing  either  unexpected  or  intole- 
rable. The  maid  fcrvant,  to  whom  the  chil- 
dren and  the  cookery  had  been  the  only  care; 
and  with  whom  the  firft  fixtecn  months  of'my 
fcrvicc  had  elapfed,  was  difmiffed  for  fome  tri- 
fling offence,  and  fucceeded  by  another,  whofe 
dexterity  was  quickly  the  caufe  of  my  depar- 

'  turc.    As  my  learning  had  not  efcaped  uhno- 
ticcd  by  my  matter,  he  frequently  employed  mc 

'  in  the  (hop  to  enter  on  the  books  his  concerns  in 

'  trade.  Thus  fituatcdj  it  was  not  extraordinary 
that  the  lofeof  many  handkerchiefs,  ribbons,  &c, 
fhould  be  charged  upon  me,  and  that  the 
llronger  temptations  of  my  fellow-fei-vant  (hould 
DC  overlooked  in  the  more  prefumptive  evi- 
dence of  my  guilt.  But  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  my  feelings  to  bear,  with  patience, 
the  hints  of  fufpicion,  and  the  queftions  of 
hypocrify.  My  own  confcience  was  pure ;  and 
fincc  I  was  unwilliitg  to  purchafe  peace  of' 
mind  by  the  dcftrudion-  of  another's  happi- 
nefs,  which  might  have  happened  liad  I  preferred 
a  rafli  accufation,  I  bade  adieu  to  the  houfc, 
f  nd   Icfc  with  ple^fure  a    maftcr,   who  looked 

upon 
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upon    my  prefence    as    his  greatdl   misfor- 
tune. 

I  then  fupported  myfelf  on  my  wages  for 
wo  months^  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  ac- 

•  cepted  with  joy  the  offer  of  an  aged  antiqua- 
rian>  to  live  with  him  as  footman.  This  was 
one  of  the  happieft  periods  of  my  life;  my 
mafter,  unlefs  when  difcouriing  or  quef- 
doned    on   his  profeffion»   was    unprejudiced^ 

•  reafonable^  and  difpallionate.    He  required  but 

•  little  attendance^  and  I  had  confequendy  many 
opportunities  of  confuldng  a  library^  whick  with 
much  expence,  and  much  tafte,  he  had^  dur^ 
ing  his  leifure,  colledled.  Fcur  years  paffisd  yi 

•this  manner^  and  as  many  more  mig^c  have 
paffed,  had  I  not  on  an  unfortunate  morning 
received  with  apparent  incredulity  his  afleidoiij 
that  a  great  curiofity— a  bit  of  rotten  bric^, 
vm  dug  from  the  ruins  of  Palmyra. 

A  widowed  lady  of  falhion  and  two  daugh- 
ters, formed  the  next  family,  into  which  I 
had  the  ill-luck  to  enter,  Diffipation,  levity, 
end  vanity,  were  the  leaft  faults  of  my  fan-  mif^ 
treffes;  an  infariablc  curiofity,  and  a  love  of 
dctraftion  were  the  vices  to  which  moft  of  their 
attcntign  was  diredlcd,  Frequendy,  Mr.  Touch- 

ftonc. 
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ftone^  have  I  been  obliged  to  follow  a  company 
from  the  houfe,  and  attend  to  their  converfa^* 
tioh>  that  I  might  collc6l  materials  for  the  ufual 
icandal  of  the  night.    Frequently  have  I  writ- 
ten  over,  and  carried    to    a    newfpaper*office» 
and  paid  for  their  infeition,  paragraphs,  which 
difunited  a  happy  couple,  or  joined  in  the  ma^ 
trimonial  bond    two  of  oppofitc  tempers,  and 
ilifFerent  attachments,  which  mifreprefentcd  an 
affair  of  honor,  or  exaggerated  a  trifling  dif* 
ferencc  at  the  card  tabk,  which  hinted  at  the 
frailty  of  one  old  lady,  or  gave  intelligence  of 
the  intended  elopement  of  another.    In  this  kind 
of  fervicc  it  was  not  likely  I  Ihould  be  Jong  em- 
ployed ;  my  nature  revolted  at  being  acceilary 
to  the  difiiilion  of  falihood,  and  xhe  petty  grati- 
fication of  a  contraded  malice,     I  ventured  to 
inform  her   ladylhip  one  morning,   that  if  the 
hafeft  treachery  in  the  difclofure  of  furreptitious 
knowledge,  and  the  moft  hateful  exercife  of  the 
pen,   in  the    tranfcribing    of  infamous  fiilions^ 
were  the  chief  duties  of  my  fervitu<.le,   I  muft 
beg  leave  to  quit  her  houfe  i  the  confcquence 
■was,  I   was   reproached,   abufed,  •  and  difmiflfed 
at  the  moment's  warning,  without  the  payment 
ofanywage§. 

My 
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My  fituation  at  this  time  was  hot  very  cnvU 
ible;  in  the  midft  of  a  large  metropolis  I  waj 
dcftitute  of  frichds,  money,  and  employment. 
An  accident  at  length  occurred,  which  enabled 
me  to  fupport  a  good  charafter,  and  retrieve 
my  misfortunes.  As  I  was  walking  one  after- 
noon along  Fleet-ftrcet,  a  gentleman  accofted 
me,  whom  I  immediately  recognized  to  be  the 
mercer,  in  whofe  houfc  my  two  firft  years  of 
fervitude  had  elapfed.  My  aftonifliment  at 
his  addrefs  gave  way  to  joy,  when  he  in- 
formed me,  that  my  innocence  fince  my  de- 
parture had  appeared  by  the  confeffion  of  tht 
fellow-fervant,  whofe  dexterity  I  had  always  fuf- 
pefted,  but  the  difcovery  of  whofe  guilt  wai 
cfFefted  by  the  vigilance  and  perli)icuity  of  my 
fucceflbr.  Encouraged  by  this  mark  of  friend- 
fhip,  I  ventured  to  lay  open  to  him  the  mifera- 
ble  date  of  my  affairs,  and  related  the  caufe  fix)m 
which  they  refultcd.  He  compaffionated  my 
bad  fortun?,  but  blamed  with  no  little  vehemence 
the  Iqueamilh  weaknefs  of  my  confcience,  and 
told  me  that  I  Ihould  never  rife  in  the  worlds 
unlefs  I  would  fubmit  to  the  whim  of  thofe,  to 
whom  I  was  fubjcfted :  however,  added  hejj  If 
you  will  come  with  me,  I  will  recommend 
you  (as  the  bed  recompence  for  paft  infults) 
t(r  an  eminent  tradefman^  who  wants  an  aflift- 
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ant  In  fhc  compting-houfc ;  my  experience  of 
your  talents  and  integrity  will  juftify  the  appli- 
cation. Though  the  former  part  of  my  be-^ 
nefadtor's  difcourfe  was,  in  my  opinion,  fomc- 
what  repugnant  to  ftriA  morality,  yet  the  ge- 
nerofity  of  the  laft  part  fully  qualified  the 
utterance  of  notions,  which  men  in  bufinefs  are 
apt  to  imbibe  in  the  commerce  of  the  world,  and 
to  apply  to  every  opportunity  of  advice.  In 
^{wer  to  his  offef  I  expreffcd  my  thanks,  in 
terms  the  mod  energetic  and  expreflivc.  Nor 
was  the  induftry  of  my  old  mafter  lefs  ftraincd 
or  lefs  faccei&ful ;  I  was  introduced  to  the  trafdef- 
man,  and  my  reception  was  as  favourable  as 
irty  warmeft  hope^  could  reafonably  fugged:.  I 
was  accepted  after  a  month's  trial,  and  (whe- 
ther front  good  fortune  or  merit  I  leave  to 
your  judgment)  after  the  fucceffion  of  a  few 
years,  am>  at  prefentj  elevated  to  the  fituatioh 
ci  chief  clerk. 

From  this  narrative  of  my  life.  Sir,  does 
the  ability  of  reading  and  writing  appear  ta 
have  operated  to  my  difadvantage  ?  Does  it 
appear  to  have  repreffed  induftry,  or  nur- 
tured idlenefs;  to  have  been  the  occafion  of. 
bad  fortune,  or  the  means  of  my  prefent  hap- 
pinefs?   The  anfwer  is  conclufive^    and   tends 
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to  evince,  at  Icaft,  the  innocency  of  a  good 
education,  as  much  as  the  tcftimony  of  a  Angle 
individual  can  avaiU 


I  am.  Sir, 
Your*s> 


Nicholas  Notable* 


My  c^orrelpondent  in  the  treamicnt  of  his 
fubjeft  has  forgot,  that  the  difference  between 
a  Charity  and  a  Sunday  School,  is  greater  than 
he  ftated  it  to  be.  If  any  arguments  of  feri- 
ous  weight  can  be  adduced  againfl  either, 
they  apply  with  much  greater  force  to  the  fir- 
mer than  the  latter.  It  is  not  to  my  purpofe  at 
prcfent  to  explain,  how  this  difference  exifts, 
as  every  one  acquainted  with  the  nature  of 
theie  inftitutions  can  bed  recognize  it  himfelf. 
The  objeft  of  Sunday  Schools  is  merely  the 
indrudion  of  the  poor  ;  and  furely  it  is  laudable 
that  thofc  boys,  who  otherwife  would  be  em- 
ployed in  the  prophane  exercifes,  or  fports  of 
cruelty,  fhould  on  the  Sabbath  attend  the 
church,  and  be  taught  the  exercife  of  rclig^. 
^  AU 


(3  The   Triflbh.  4x5 

^11  mankind  have  an  equal  ffiarc  in  what  rc-^  * 
Jatcs  to  eternal  falvation  ;  and  I  think  it  not ' 
only  iniquitous,  (but  unchriftianlike,  that  that* 
clafs,  which  is  born  to  worldly  poverty,  (hould 
Ijc  prohibited  a  degree  of  neceflary  knowledge 
on  meri  political  motives.  As  to  the  objeftion 
that  if  thofe,  whofe  occupation  Ihould  be  daily 
labor,  are  enabled  to  read  the  Bible,  they  will, 
Kke  the  mataphyficiins,  when  Conftantinoplc 
was  taken,  inftead  of  attending  to  the  duties  of 
fociety,  fit  debating  on  controverfial  opinions, 
or  moral  difcufllons,  I  look  upon  it  as  nugatory; 
and  ridiculous.  With  equal  fagacity  might  it  be 
aflcrted,  that  the  youth,  who  1$  deftincd  for  a 
carpenter,  and  accordingly  apprenticed,  would, 
employ  his  time  in  invcftigating  the  abftraft 
properties  of  matter,  and  leave  the  praftical 
part  of  his  profeflion  to  thofc  which  boaftednot 
of  an  inquifitorial  capacity.  But  if  Sunday  Schools 
Ihould  have  any  other  influence  on  men,  tlian' 
enforcing  the  obfervance  of  the  Sabbath,  and 
eonfcquently  a  more  rigid  execution  of  mo* 
ral  duty,  it  will  induce  them  to  dcfpife,  with 
indignation,  the  hypocritical  preaching  of  mt- 
thodiftsi  the  fucccfs  of  whofe  endeavors  advance 
in  proportion  to  the  ignorance  of  theii  auditors. 
It  is  indeed  high  time,  that  England  fhould 
^aft  o(F  all  occafioii  for  that  national  reptoach, 

'  witk 
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with  which  its  continental  neighbori  load  it, 
when  they  fpeak  of  the  barbarity  and  prejudices 
of  its  lower  rank  of  people— And  in  a  country, 
where  liberty  is  indulged^  an  inftitudon  which 
&rces  one  part  of  its  inhabitants  from  the 
jhackles  of  ignorance,  which  unfolds  their  pri-* 
▼ileges,  both  religious  and  political,  and  which 
promotes  the  ultimate  end  of  fociecy — civiliza- 
tion fhould  be  efteemcd  with  common  regard, 
juid  patronized  widi  no  common  ardor. 
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/)/'  boHi  fuas  tinebras  tx  quofulmine  nafci pajji  tftis  ! 

Valor.  Max. 
How  lov'd,  how  valuM  once  avails  «/not. 
From  whom  defcendccly  or  by  whom  begot.  Pops* 

The  Senlesprefent  their  refpeftful  Compliments 
to  Mr.  Touchstone,  aflure  him  they  are 
much  injured  by  the  World,  and  beg  leave 
to  make  their  Grievances  known  through 
the  Medium  of  his  weekly  Paper* 

SIR, 
Xn  this  age  of  mufical  frenzy>  when  every 
Che's  ears  are  on  a  fudden  become  harmoni- 
^  ous,  and  every  voice  is  taught  to  quaver,  and 
to  fqueak  by  rule ;  judge  how  my  fenfations  arc 
abufed  by  the  confequences  of  the  prcfent  rage 
for  mufic,  and  how  often  I  am  conflxained  to 
]iftcn  to  the  broken  notes  of  ignorant,  but  pre- 
fuinptuous  melodifts.  I  who  have  hung  with  at^ 
tenrion  on  the  powerful  exertions  of  a  Billing- 
ton,  and  died  with  rapture  at  the  divine  drains 
•f «  Mara,  am  alfo  in  my  turn  obliged  to  give 
Mm  ear 


420  The      T  r  i  fler. 

car  to  the  croaking  o{  petit  maitres,  ktcly  taught 
to  fing,  and  frequently  rendered  melancholic  by 
the  prefllire  of  difcords  under  the  clumfy  fingers 
ofourcit)  miflesj  add  to  which  fomc  one  of 
our  countrywomen  was  bit  a  few  years  ago  by 
a  mad  French  mailer^  and  the  mania^  which  in- 
ftandy  became  general,  has,  alas  1  proved  here- 
ditary, nor  is  there  a  girl  to  be  found,  fearch 
where  you  will,  from  Temple  Bar  to  Bow 
Church,  who  has  not  fomething  of  a  penchant 
for  this  elegant  and  fafhionable  gibberifli*  I 
am  perpetually  tortured  with  the  agonizing 
founds  of  a  falfc  pronunciation,  and  clap  my  ear 
where  I  will,  whether  to  the  nurfery  of  my 
Lord  Duke,  6t  to  the  afpiring  cabal  of  a  city 
boarding  fchool,  Commong  vouze  porteze  vouze 
commences  the  elegant  converfation  in  which 
Je  vouze fivete  un  bG7wet  (lands  the  final  daufe. 
Think,  Sir,  how  the  delicate  fibrillse  of  my  au- 
ditory nerve  muft  fufFcr,  at  the  difcordant  founds 
of  uninftruftcd  praftitioners  on  the  harpfichord, 
and  how  juftly  they  muft:  revolt  at  the  jarring 
of  ftupid,  felf-conceited  boobies.  Nor  am  I 
lefs  peftered  with  the  forced  and  falfe  articu- 
lation of  Italian;  for  fince  mufic  has  become 
the  rage,  all  our  ladies  muft,  at  a  certaiaty, 
Icam  this  fweet  language ;  where  can  they  meet 
wirfi  harmony  fo  lively,  fo  brifk,  and  cuchanting, 
3  as 
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as  that  of  the  Italians;  and  how  (hall  they  un- 
derhand this,  but  by  acquiring  the  language 
in  which  thefe  are  compofed  ?  the  attainment 
of  this,  therefore,  has  of  late  years  been  con* 
fidered  as  a  necefTary  part  of  faQiionable  edu- 
cation, and  from  the  imperfed  pronunciation 
which  our  ladies  acquire  in  their  own  country, 
and  L*:e  wretched  manner  in  which  tliey  fing 
tilcir  cantatas,  I  am  really,  Mr.  Touchftone, 
almod  diftraded.  To  you.  Sir,  I  apply,  as  to 
a  man  incapable  of  perufing  my  troubles,  with- 
out, inilantly  being  fenfible  of  my  diflrefs ;  I 
hope  then.  Sir,  whilft  you  allow  my  complaint 
to  be  well  grounded,  you  will  think  the  above 
abufe  a  fufiicient  provocation  to  incur  the  dif- 
pleafurc  and  refentmcnt  of  the  fenfe  of  Hear^ 
ivg. 

As  for  me,  dear  Mr.  Touchftone,  I  find  every 
thing  turned  topfy-turvy  i  our  ladies  walk  about, 
and  feem  to  experience  little  or  no  inconvenience 
from  the  cold,  whilft  our  beaux  betray  every 
lympiom  of  poor  pcriihed  creatures,  and  appear 
much  more  in  want  of  muffs  and  tippets,  than 
the  fair  wearers,  to  whom  cuftom  has  exclufively 
allotted  them;  I  expeft  the  next  hard  froft  to 
fee  the  Serpentine  crowded  with  female  prac- 
titioners fkaiting  in  riding  habits,  and  Dutch 
petticoats,    whilft   our  gentlemen  are  crawling 

up 
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up  Hyde  Park  in  pattens  and  clogs  to  be  fpcc- 
tators  of   the  fun.     Since  boxing  has  become 
the  ton,  I  am  daily  compelled  to    contemplate 
the  Ikinny  arms  of  felf- applauding  gentlemen- 
bruifers,   and   can  fcldom  enter  either  of  our 
academies  a  coups  de  poing^  without   beholding 
near-fighted  pugilifts  fporting  their  dexterity  in 
Ipeftacles,    and    after  receiving  one    bitckborje^ 
pioufly  turning  the  other  cheek  to  their  anta- 
gonift,  to   intercept  the  impending  blow.     At 
luch  exhibitions,  though  I   am  difguftcd  with 
the  folly  of  the  age,  I  in  fome  mcafure  enjoy 
the  pleafing  pain  of  thefe  martyrs  to  fafhion;  but 
I  am  doomed  to  behold  more  cruel  fport  than 
this,    and    am    never    prcfent  at    the   cockpit 
without    being  witncfs  to    the   mod    unpara« 
lellcd  barbarity ;  for  as  our  cockers,  are  not  fatif- 
fied  that  the.  natural  animofity  of  the  birds  fiiould 
ftimulate  them  to  tear  each  other  to  pieces,  their 
barbarous  ingenuity  has  invented  a  keen  inftru- 
ment  of  dcftruftion,  with  which  the  poor  ani- 
mals are  taught  to  goad  each  other  up  to  the 
hilt,  and  dig  inccflantly  with  the  fpur,  till  they 
fliall  inflift  that  wound  which  raifes   the  (houc 
of  the  viaims,  and  baffles  all  tjie  cruel  care  of 
the  vanquilhed.    At  this  fp9rt  I  am  frequently, 
prefent,  and  this,  let  me  tell  you,  is  re^koiied  %  ^ 
^alhionable  lounge  to  the  man  of  fortune^  a  ▼cn^** 
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paradife  to  the  country  Squire,  and  a  conveni- 
ent place  of  refort  to  the  (harper ;  in  a  word, 
this  fcene  of  cruelty  is  one  of  beft  frequented 
places  of  entertainment  in  a  country  celebrated 
for  its  liberal  and  humane  fentimcnts,  and  in 
an  age  polifhed  to  the  laft  degree  of  refinement. 
But,  Sir,  let  me  tranfport  you  fiom  what  I  fee 
as  feldom  as  I  can,  to  fuch  things  as  I  have 
daily  before  my  eyes.  I  fee  Statefmen  making 
promifes  they  never  intend  to  keep,  and  ladies 
of  quality  purchafing  goods  they  never  mean 
to  pay  for,  with  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  all 
ranks,  rapidly  advancing  in  the  School  of  Flat- 
tery, and  making  mixtures,  compofitions,  and 
recompofitions  of  this  powerful  drug,  and  I 
fincerely  wifli  that  Harlequin  Touchftone  could 
have  the  fame  effeft  on  the  ftage  of  life,  as 
he  had  on  that  of  the  theatre,  or  that  you. 
Sir,  according  to  the  name  and  charafter  you 
have  adopted,  would  take  upon  you  to  make  the 
tov/n  fpeak  truth,  and  (hew  the  world  how  pret- 
tily the  world  is  going  on.  If  you  can  do  any 
thing  for  me,  Mr.  Touchftone,  I  earneftly  in- 
treat  your  a(nftance  j  if  nor,  I  muft  remain  con- 
rented  with  my  prcfcnt  lot,  convinced  that  almoft 
every  thing  I  fee  is  an  eye-fore,  and  but  too 
juftly  apprehenfive  disc  the  world  is  grown  too 
lold  to  mend,  Mynamc^  I  fcarce  need  add,  is 
Semg. 
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I  alfo,  Mr.  Touchftonej  think  myrdf  entitled 
to  be  one  of  your  humble  petitioners  i  my  nanne 
Sir^  isF^elingy  and  take  me  in  what  fenie  you 
will,  I  believe  you  will  find  reafi>n  to  acknowledge, 
that  my  complaints  are  jufl:,  and  that  I  deienre  to 
look  up  to  you  for  redreis.  Ever  Gnc^  the  ini- 
mitable Sterne  finote  the  obedient  pafiions  with 
irrefiftible  ftrokes  of  fentiment,  and  tppched 
every  ftring  of  fcnfibility,  with  all  that  is  delicate, 
moving,  and  powerful,  every  petty  authorling  has 
readily  pcriuaded  himfelf,  that  his  heart  was  fuf- 
cepdble  of  fcnfibility,  and  without  fcmple  en- 
deavoured to  make  his  readers  believe  Che  fame 
thing,  The  prefs  has  for  fome  years  paft 
teemed  widi  w|iat  are  ftiled  fentimental  novels, 
and  never  to  be  fure  was  fuch  a  feries  of  inanity 
exhibited,  as  are  gontaine4  in  thefe  imitative 
volumes.  For  my  own  part.  Sir,  I  almoQ;  wifli 
that  Sterne  had  never  been  born ;  for  though  he 
has  wove  the  faireft  garland  for  my  brow,  that 
ever  1  received  from  mortal  hand,  yet  has  he 
been  the  caufc  of  this  deluge  of  nonfenfe,  and 
given  birth  to  a  race  of  naturals,  whofe  firft 
fries  I  have  never  heard  without  loathing,  and 
from  whom  I  have  fuffered  all  the  viciffitudes 
of  fafhionable  diforders  ^  in  fhort,  I  was  at  the 
point  of  death,  and  patiently  expeded  my  dif- 
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foluttOQ,  when  by  the  happy  interference  of  a 
certain  Doftor,  who  with  all  the  naivette  of 
Sterne,  has  blended  an  cafy  elegance,  quite  his 
own,  and  enriched  the  literary  world  with  four  of 
the  moft  charming  volumes  of  Travels  that  ever 
were  printed,  quickly  brought  me  to  myfelf,  and 
reftored  me  to  that  flourilhing  ftate  of  health, 
which  had  been  gradually  impaired,  ever  fince 
fhe  demife  of  my  darling  fon.  But  though  I  was 
&atched  from  my  impending  fate  by  this  timely 
affiftance,  iny  fpirits  again  begin  to  droop,  and  I 
iiipport  them  to  my  utmoft,  only  in  cxpeftation 
of  another  offering  from  my  dear  Moore,  to 
rcfcue  me  from  all  the  virulence  of  barbarous 
nonfenfe  that  is  daily  gaining  ground,  and 
threatens  me  with  inftant  extindion.  Befides, 
Sir,  I  am  fo  defpitefuUy  ufcd  by  the  world,  as 
Scarcely  to  be  believed  in  exiftcnce;  the  once 
fine  chara£i:er  of  a  Man  of  Feeling  is  dwindled 
into  an  apothecary,  groping  an  old  woman*s  pet- 
ticoats i  and  as  fo  many  .genUemen  are  whipped 
off  the  courfes  with  fuch  a  degree  of  readinefs 
and  non  cbalance,  I  really  begin  to  believe  I  am 
looked  on  as  a  mere  nominis  umbra  -,  this  new 
bypothefis  may  ft  and  in  extenuation  of  much 
that  has  been  advanced  by  one  of  my  fitters  as 
barbarous  and  ridiculous ;  thus  cockfighting  is 
by  no  means  cruel,  whillt  it  is  highly  entertain- 
ing; 
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ing,  for  though  the  poor  animals  do  fall  by  the 
wound  of  the  fpur,  yet  they  are  fenfible  of  no 
pain,  but  die  like  ftagc  heroes,  vfithout  feeling 
the  ftroke  of  death  j  and  as  to  the  folly  of  box- 
ing, it  is  founded  en  fallc  principles,  for  our 
knights  of  the  leathern  Ceftus  may  bang  each 
other  in  fun  for  hours  together,  fince  whilft  they 
are  infenfible  of  pain  from  the  blows,  there  need 
be  no  apprehenfion  of  their  being  irritated  one 
againft  another  and  coming  to  more  carneft 
meafures.  As  I  look  around  I  Rnd  a  thoufand 
reafons  to  corroborate  this  new-fangled  opinion 
of  mine,  the  vaft  fortunes  which  our  citizens  are 
continually  amaffing,  the  dry  eyes  and  ir^rry 
fiices  ar  our  deepeft  tragedies,  and  all  that  I  have 
juft  remarked,  confpire  together  in  perfuading 
me  that  I  exift,  but  live  no  longer ;  if  you  have 
the  leaft  regard  for  me,  Mr.  Touchftone,  let  the 
world  know  that  I  am  alive,  and  only  wait  the 
glad  fignal  of  their  general  voice  to  foften  their 
hearts  to  pity,  awake  every  generous  paflion  in 
their  bofom,  and  bid  them  be,  what  they  ought 
to  be.  Men  of  Feeling. 

You  muft  daily,  fu",  have  witnelTed  the  en- 
croachments which  that  impudent  minx,  Falhion^ 
is  making  upon  my  prerogative ;  and  it  is  with 
regret  (1  doubt  not)  th^t  you  behold  how  tired 

the 
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the  world  is  beccme  cf  me.  My  name  is  Tafte, 
and  put  what  conftriiftion  you  pleafe  upon  it,  I 
am  afraid  you  will  find  me  injured  in  every  ca- 
pacity I  am  able  to  aft  in.  It  is  really  furpri- 
fing  hov/  very  few  are  fincere  votaries  to  me, 
whilft  the  greater  half  of  the  world  are  my  pre- 
tended admirers  j  a  m.an  of  Tafte  is  a  charader 
which  thoufands  are  defirous  of,  but  which  few, 
very  few,  ever  attain  to  :  a  gentleman  of  the 
prefent  age  has  feldom  more  tafte  than  he  can 
expend  upon  a  new  pair  of  boots,  or  lavlfli  away 
in  the  choice  of  a  watch -ftring  -,  and,  as  to  drefg, 
where,  fans  dopJCy  I  ought  to  be  aclcnowledgcd 
fole  arbitrefs,  I  am  quite  oufted  of  all  chance, 
and  Fafliion,  who  "  in  every  thing  bears  fove- 
reign  fway,"  fwells  out  our  Belles'  rumps  lik? 
cameb,  and  cpnvcrts  our  Beaux'  Ipindle-fbanks 
into  barber's  pples,  without  once  confulting  mc. 
Think,  my  dear  fir,  how  my  pride  muft  be  hurt 
by  fuch  ufage,  for  when  thefc  votaries  of  her's 
have  inconfiderately  adopted  the  raging  mode, 
without  once  reflcfting  whether  it  has  a  Cngle 
claim  to  their  notice,  they  readily  eafe  their  own 
Ihoulders  of  the  burthen,  by  imputing  the  whole 
of  the  blame  to  me  :  and  declaring,  that  if  any 
fault  is  to  be  found,  Tafte  muft  be  anfv/erable 
for  it.  But  fome  ftaunch  Britons  may,  perhapsj^ 
wilji  tp  fpe  me  diyeftcd  of  my  mcU|)horical  fhape^ 
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and  rejoice  to  find  me  joining  with  them  in  their 
complaints  of  the  prefent  art  of  cookery,  every 
dilh  is  fo  frcnchified,  and  **  the  tafte  of  vic- 
tuals fo  changed  and  difguifed  by  that  infinite 
number  of  preparations  and  mixtures,  which  the 
prefent  age  has  rendered  an  important  art/'  and 
which  the  importation  of  French  cooks  has 
branched  out  into  a  thoufand  ramifications,  and 
^  carried  to  a  pitch  of  glory  unknown  to  former  times. 
Every  thing  is  fo  minced  and  mixt,  that  the 
name  of  a  difh  is  now  no  more  a  rule  for  its 
tafte ;  I  meet  with  fricafees  which  would  take  a 
mctaphyfician  half  a  day  to  analyze,  and  ftews 
Vith  as  many  component  par*:s  as  the  rainbow  has 
colours,  I  have  already  tafted  of  one  fea-weed 
which  faihion  has  introduced  at  the  tables  of 
the  great,  and  expcft  in  a  Ihort  time  to  fee  the 
conrimon  fucus  diftilled  for  the  ufe  of  ladies' 
fmeUing-bottles,  or  chopped  up  for  gentlemen  as 
a  cheap  fuccedaneum  for  tobacco. 

Though  laft,  I  hope  not  leaft,  be  pleafed,  Mr. 
Touchftone,  to  lend  a  favourable  ear  to  the  voice 
of»my  complaint,  nor  imagine,  that  my  only 
reafon  for  writing  is  not  to  be  behind  hand  with 
my  fitter  querulifts,  though,  like  many  other 
letter  writers^  I  have  nothing  to  fay,  but  believe 
me.  Sir,  it  is  not  fo.   I,  like  my  fitters,  have  juft 

caufc 
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caufe  of  complaint,  and  look  up  to  you  for  that 
rcdrcfs,  which  I  ftand  fo  much  in  need  of-  I 
am.  Sir,  a  filler  Senfe,  and  Smelling  is  my  name, 
and  though  I  am  rightly  thought  to  exift  in 
much  greater  perfeftion  in  brutes  than  in  men^ 
yet  am  I  of  no  little  fervice  in  enabling  iharp^ 
fet  lovers  to  difcover  their  miftreffes  at  a  dif- 
tance,  and  trace  them  from  room  to  room,  by 
the  cxquifite  fcnfibility  of  their  olfaftory  nerves. 

I  am  alfo  peculiarly  beneficial  to  fwooning 
ladies  (and  as  there  are  many  of  this  damp  who 
faint  away  merely  for  the  pleafure  of  being  at- 
tended to,  and  having  half  a  dozen  young  men 
buzzing  about  them)  thefe,  let  me  tell  you, 
are  under  very  conliderable  obligations  to  me; 
it  is,  moreover,  under  my  immediate  proteftion, 
that  Sel  poignant,  Eau  de  Luce,  and  an  hundred 
other  filthy  compofitions,  are  fold  for  twelve 
times  their  value,  and  ufhcred  into  ball-rooms, 
theatres,  and  all  fafhionable  crowds.  Now, 
Sir,  I  take  the  liberty  of  applying  to  you  for  a 
remedy  againft  the  niany  evils  I  at  prefent  la- 
bor under,  and  which  I  beg  leave  to  fet  before 
you — Imprimis,  TheFrizeurs,  nine  times  out  of 
ten,  dodor  all  their  patients  heads  with  the  moflr 
horrible  nafty  unguents  and  powder  I  ever 
fmclt  to,  and  this  they   are  authorized  to  da. 

by 
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by  the  licence  which  fafhion  fiirnifties  them 
with,  of  ufing  any  thing,  let  it  be  ever  fo  hafty, 
provided  it  has  received  her  fanftion  ;  and  fhe,  I 
fuppofe,  elpoufes  tlic  fentiment  of  the  poet,  that 
**.  male  olet,  qui  bene  Temper  olet."  I  alfo  de- 
clare againft  ladies  drinking  French  cream  in 
their  breakfafl:  parlours,  and  taking  Englifh  cor- 
dids  ij\  their  drefllng-rooms,  as  well  as  gentle- 
men fmoaking  in  their  gardens,  and  chewing 
tobacco  in  their  drawing-rooms. 

I  have  many  more  reafons  for  addrcfllngyou, 
and  could  expatiate  largely  upon  my  prefcnt  fuf- 
/erings,  but  I  hope  what  I  have  pointed  out  will 
be  fufficicnt  to  entitle  mc  to  your  regard,  and 
flatter  myfelf  fhould  you  take  the  complaint* 
of  my  fitters  under  your  confideration,  you  witt 
not  negleft  one  v.ho  is  equally  deferving  of  your 
moft  earneft  endeavours,  and  will  drive  to  the 
utmoft  to  repay  your  kindnefs,  by  making  the 
world /w^//  cui  the  early  efforts  of  your  youths 
ful  but  able  pen. 

I  have  carefully  examined  the  various  fub- 
jefts  of  complaint,  which  my  five  corrcfpondents 
have  done  me  the  honor  to  refer  to  me.  I  for 
the  moft  part,  acquiefce  in  what  they  have  ad- 
vanced, and  pity  from  my  heart  their  refpcftivc 
misfortunes ;  v/ould  that  ic  lay  in  my  power  to 
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afford  them  that  afliftancc  they  fo  earneftly,  and 
fb  ddcrvedly,  requeft  of  me.  In  anfwer  to  my 
firft  fair  complainant,  though  I  by  no  means  pre- 
tend to  vindicate  the  conduft  of  thofc  inharmo- 
nious melodifts  of  whom  flic  fo  bitterly  com- 
plains, yet  would  I  not  make  the  elegant  taftc 
for  mufic,  which  is  a  diftinguifliing  mark  of  re- 
finement in  the  prefent  age,  accountable  for  the 
thoufand  follies  unavoidably  attendant  on  every 
raging  fafliion. 

The  cafe  of  my  next  corrcfpondent  is,  I  fear, 
dclpcrate,  as  to  her  projed  of  employing  me  to 
make  the  world  fpeak  truth,  though  there  it 
on  occupation  which  I  would  more  readily 
engage  in,  as  there  can  be  none  of  more  ge- 
neral fervice,  yet  am  I  forry  to  add  I  can  Jte. 
to  the  bottom  of  her  advice,  and  find  her  com* 
pliment  mere  flattery. 

If  my  third  fair  querulifl:  would  give  herfclf 
the  trouble  to  repair  to  our  boxing  fchooU,  flie 
will  find  herfclf  exhibited  in  an  eminent  degree 
in  the  pcrfons  of  many  of  our  fafliionablc 
bruizers,  though  Humphreys  may  have  whif- 
pered  them  not  to  mind  a  blow,  or  Meadoza 
have  beat  them  about  till  he  finds  them  void. 
of  fcehr.g ;  the  fair  facts  of  our  modifh  ^iw 
gilifts  arc  ftill  fufceptiblc  of  feeling;  a  bliickeye 
kas  other  iaconvcnieinccs  bci;dt:2  i:s  ugly  colour, 
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and  a  ftreaming  nofe  is  dreaded^  atleaft^  as  much 
for  the  pain  it  inflicts  on  thcm>  as  the  horror  it 
ftrikes  them  widi  at  fight  of  their  own   blood. 
Taftc  has  certainly  juftice  on  her  fide,  and  pre- 
fers her  complaint  of  Fafhion,   with  no  fmall 
fliarc  of  reafon  5  ferry  am  I  to  add,  I  have  litdc 
or  no  confolation  to  afford  her  j  if  to  adopt  her 
opinion  is  to  enjoy  her  favor,  I  own  I  think  the 
world  extremely  taftelefs,  when  ladies  had  rather 
enrapture  themfelves  with   the   love-breathing 
pages  of  a  modem  novel,  than  perufe  my  elegant 
cffays,  and  gentlemen  diink  proper  to  devote  my 
excellent  paper  to  any  bafc  purpofe,  rather  than 
own  my  Triflerhas  merit.  If  I  could  by  any  meana 
rcftif)^  the  abufes  and  injuries  to  which  my  kft 
)und  correfpondent  is  fubjefted,  I^ould  requite 
her  obliging  profefTions  with  the  utmofl:  readi- 
nefs ;  but  faibion  here  again  flands  my  opponent, 
whofe  word  is  law,  whofe  cuftom  'fdeigns  con- 
troul ;  I  am  forry  I  have  it  not  in  my  power  to 
render  her  any  affiftance,  I  hope,  however,  Ihc 
will  take  the  will  for  the  deed,  and  not  rctraft  her 
promifed  good  endeavors,  but  teach  the  world  the 
life  of  their  nofes^  if  fhe  thinks  Smelling  can  be  o 
any  fervice^  where  Tufle  has  utterly  failed  of  fuc- 
fe& 
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Vatts.  HoR. 

A  Janaa  figure,  with  a  tirofold  face,] 
Ellays  to  wtite,  our  worthy  caafe  to  grac^* 

Mr.  Touchstone^ 

]|[  O  U  muft  know  I  he's  a  cirizen  of  Lon- 
don, and  nocwithftanding  my  prcfent  low  con- 
dition, have  received  a  very  pretty  education  in 
the  early  part  of  my  life,  viz.  I  went  twice 
through  Dilworth,  and  read  the  Family  Bible 
with  great  ncmphafis,  as  my  old  matter  was  ufed 
to  fay;  but.  Sir,  things  are  not  as  they  was  then, 
my  father  kept  a  reputable  public  hou(e,  and 
could  afford  to  bring  me  up  in  a  genteel  line, 
N  n  and^ 
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arid,  as  my  mother  ufcd  to  tell  me,  learning  is  a 
brave  thing  :  la  !  Sir,  if  you  had  heard  htr  re* 

peat, 

**  When  houfe  and  land  is  gone  and  fpent, 
«*  Then  learning  is  moft  excellent.** 

And  fo  I  have  found  it,  as  far  as  my  little  ex- 
perience haji  taught  me,  for  one  is  feolible  of 
the  lofs  of  a  lodging,  as  weH  as  an  houfe  1  and  n 
to  land,  though  I  had  only  the  ufe  of  our  back 
yard,  to  be  fure,  yet  what  of  that  ?  I  has  loft  that 
privilege,  and  now  find  learning  a  moft  rare  ad^ 
vantage;  I  has  the  honor  to  be  devil  wherq 
your  publication  is  printed,  and  nothing  to  be 
fure  gives  me  greater  pleafure  than  the  en^ploy 
I  has  in  your  weekly .  paper, .  not  to  mention  a 
fyllable  aboyt  two  letters  of, which  I  am  ihe  author, 
becaufe  I  would  not  have  any  body  know  tha( 
—I  runs  up  and  down  ftairs  like  a  wild  tiiiug  to 
hear  whether  or  no  the  Trifler  is  come-down,  and 
when  I  gets  itj  if  you  was  but  to  fee  with  what 
avidity  I  burfb  it  open  to  read  it,  when  as  yet 
^tis  only  as  a  body  may  fay^  ^^  rudis  indigeftaque 
**  moles."  Don't  be  furfMrized,  Sir,  at  the  great- 
nefs  of  my  learning,  /or  I  afllire  yx>\j^,  ^  I  faid 
before,  I  have  had  a  very  good  gramnfiatical 
education,  though,  for  die  mattg:  of  that,  I  bor- 
row^ ih^  (quotation  Irom   ^  work  t;hat  wa« 

printed' 
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printed  at  our  houfe,  the  mottd  of  whidi^  I  fup- 
pofe^  charaderizcd  its  contents^  for  I  under* 
fUnds  the  meaning  of  it  very  well* 

If  any  curious  gentlcnrtcn  come  to  vifit  oiir 
literary  apartments,  your  humble  fervant  is  al- 
ways prepared  to  greet  them  with  forneofthofe 
elegant  and  commendatory  compliments,  which 
well-pleafed  correfpondents  fo  liberally  laviQi 
on  the  merits  of  Timothy  Touchftonc;  in  fhort^ 
Sir,  to  be  ingenuous  with  you,  if  I  have  bellowed 
a  great  deal  of  time  in  Iludying  your  elegant 
performance,  I  muft  own  I  think  it  no  more 
than  my  duty,  for  I  am  fenfible  that  I  lay  un- 
der many  obligations  to  you,  for  the  vaft  plea- 
fore  I  have  received  from  the  frequent  'perufal 

•of  your  eflays,  and  Can  only  boaft  of  being  blefl 
with  a  grateful  heart,  when  I  tell  you  how  many 
horus  of  delight  I  have  enjoyed  from  your  la- 
bors, and  with  how  adidilous  and  unwearied  an 
attention  I  have  made  it  nry  bufinefi  to  get  your 
proof  Aeet  printed  cfF  with  the  utmoft  expedi- 
tion, and  conveyed  to  you  by  thequickeft  means 
in  my  power.  However,  Sir,  after  all  my  ac- 
Itociwlcdgments  I  flatter  myfelfyou  will  be  gc- 

Jjierous  enough  to  confider  your  paper  Under  lio 
finall  obligation  to  my  earndl  endeavors  ^  and 
left  you  Ihould  find  yourfrlf  at  a  loft  how  to  re- 
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from  the  mouth  of  one  whom  that  blind  arbi- 
trefs,  Fortune,  might  have  raifed  above  my  head. 
I  determined,  at  all  rates,  to  be  my  own  mafteft 
and  accordingly  purchafed  a  very  pretty  room  iq) 
three  pair  of  flairs,  in  a  retired  corner  of  the 
town,  and  fet  my  wits  to  work  without  lois  of 
time,  or  h'mdrance  of  bufinefs.  I  fet  forth  the 
ills  of  this  life  in  a  moll  pathetic  elegy,  and  de^ 
icribed  the  bleflings  of  the  next  in  a  very  beau- 
tiful hymn :  but  I  found  the  world  too  well  con- 
vinced of  the  melancholy  truths  conveyed  in  my 
firfl:  produdion,  to  need  any  inftrudHon  on  that 
head,  and  too  wife  to  refreih  their  metrx>rks 
with  a  talc  of  woe,  and  exclamations  of  the  un- 
certainty of  worldly  blils,  and  the  certainty  of  its 
haftening  end  ;  as  to  my  hymn,  the  greater  partof 
the  world  acknowledged  its  tenets,  but  found  no- 
thing more  in  it  than  what  they  knew  before* 
The  numerous  fc&s>  of  Atheifts,  Free-thinkers, 
and  other  unbelievers,  rewarded  my  kbors 
with  a  fmile  of  contempt,  and  blailed  the  early 
efibrts  of  my  pious  Mule,  with  all  the  marlu 
of  ftudied  difapprobation.  I  found  it  therefore 
necefiary  to  dlfnriount  from  Pegafus,  and  prefer 
the  more  humble,  but  (as  I  expefted)  the  more 
lucrative  pages  of  profaic  compofidoDt  T  ac« 
cordingly  commenced  liircling  for  a  newipaper, 

and 
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and  told  of  deaths  which  had  never  taken  place» 
except  in  my.  brain^  and  cut  throats  widi- 
out  even  approaching  thefe  yiftims  to  ili2cide« 
or  knowing  the  unhappy  mortak  whom  I  dcftincd  ■ 
to  die  by  poiibn  -,  fuch  a  line  of  writing  I  found 
inadequate  10  my  expcnces  s  an  eighteen-penny 
death  might  purchafe  me  a  dinner^  or  a  fixpenny 
anecdote  enable  me  to  fpend  my  evening  com- 
fortably; fuch  a  bufinefr  promiied  no  imrrcafe. 
of  wealthy  my  revenue  was  eafily  expended  in 
immediate  ufe,  and  Battered  me  with  kir  hoflosK 
of  mending*  Thefe  fuppliesy  when  thty  cdxotp 
were  sdways  feafonable,  and  highly  agreeable^  but . 
when  this  refource  ^ed  of  fuccefs^  my  plight : 
was  miferable  indeed  -,  I  refolved^  thereforCf  only 
to  write  fo:  much  for  thp  paper  as  to  bring  me  in 
a  fomiy  w]^h  with  excellent  management,  and 
the  oioft  rigid  ceconomy  ought  fupport  me  for  a 
whiie^  and  i  &t  myfelf  down  to  what  I  im}igined 
a  more .  .jvofitable  empk>ymentj  namely^  th« 
writing  a  NovcL  After  barely;  fubfifUng  £or  fix 
weeks  that  I  might  feaft  for  the  next  fix  months 
I  coinpleted  my  arduous  undertaking,  and  com- 
mitted it  into  the  hands  of  a  bookiclkr^  who  pro- 
fefied  hin^^lf  my  friend  i  ^ter  a  fortnight^s  im-» 
padcnc  watting,  I  took  the  liberty  of  calling  for. 
my  rpvarct  but  how  great  was  my  iiirprize^  when 

with 
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\trith  an  obliging  fimper>  he  informed  mCj  that  he 
had  entirely  forgot  he  had  ever  fuch  a  thing 
comnikted  to  his  care  -,  he  bade  me,  however, 
not  to  be  difheartened,  for  that  he  would  inrune- 
diately  fend  it  to  a  friend  of  his  to«  perufc;  and  if 
it  met  with  his  approbation,  it  fhould  be  printed 
oflF  without  any  further  delay  j  he  added  a  thou- 
fand  apologies  for  his  negle£b>  and  I  as  often 
begged  he  would  not  concern  himfelf  on  that 
fcore,  as  what  was  paiied,  could  not  be  recalled^ 
and  all  his  compliments  were  but  fo  much  fpent 
breath.  In  ihort>  fir,  I  called  agab^  and  he  a- 
gain  apologized,  and  at  my  third  time  of  trou« 
bting  him,'  returned  my  manufcript  in  a  tat« 
tered  condition,  and  altered  in  fuch  amanner, 
and  in  fo  many  paflfages,  that  I  found  it  ex<« 
tremely  difficult  to  make  out.  Judge  of  the 
waririth  of  my  indignation,  when  he  recited  to 
me  a  firing  of  imperfe£Uons  ;  when  he  told  me 
that  the-flory  had  been  the  fubjeaof  more  than  . 
one  Novel  before  I  ever  took  pen  in  hand  5  diat 
the  orthography  would  be  a  difgrace  to  ballad 
writers,  and  that  all  genteel  perfons  had  ba«* 
niflied  the  poor  unfortunate  letter  u  from 
their  favourite  words ;  that  the  language. was  too 
.coarfe  for  the  reader .  of  quaUty,  too  flinify 
^r  the  reader  of  fenfe^  a^d  too  inelegant  for  • 

tho 


The    T  r  I  f  l  e  r* 


443 


the  reader  of  taftc.  He  was  kind  enough  to 
take  the  trouble  of  pointing  out  many  other 
faults;  but  after  buttoning  my  manufcript  up 
in  my  pocket  with  the  greateft  care,  as  an  in- 
cftimable  jewel,  I  clapt  both  hands  up  to  my 
cars,  and  ran  nut  of  the  fliop  as  faft  as  my 
heels  v,'j...id  pCimit  me;  and  after  ciying  dia 
taftc  of  one  or  two  more  bookfellers,  found 
tJiem  all  equally  blind  to  the  merits  of  my  per- 
formance, and  left  off  the  miferable  trade  of 
author  in  a  fit  of  defpalr. 

Having  tried  my  fortune  with  very  indif-* 
ferent  fuccefs  in  feveral  lines  of  life,  I  am  at 
length  confl  rained  to  prove  the  verity  of  a  re- 
mark which  my  father,  I  remember,  often  uttered 
with  a  fmile,"and  my  mother  as  often  reproved  by 
a  frown,  **  That  the  worft  come  to  the  worft,  I 
had  a  pair  of  fhoulders  which  would  conftitutc 
me  a  good  porter •"  After  making  trial  of  va- 
rious employments  with  very  bad  fuccefs,  I 
rcfolved  to  inveftigate  the  truth  of  this  faying, 
and  am  happy  I  have  it  in  my  power  to  add, 
that  it  has  turned  out  to  my  advantage  beyond 
my  moft  fanguine  expeftations.  I  am  happy  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  difburdening  my  mind 
through  the  medium  of  your  paper,* and  if  any 
of  your  youdxful  readers  are  fo  unfortunate  as  to 

be 
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be  reduced  to  my  firft  condition^  or  (b  proud  a 
to  take  the  fame  fteps  that  I  have  trodden  be- 
fore them,  I  hope  my  example  may  prove  effi- 
cacious in  warning  them  from  the  mlsfbrtunes 
wiiich  my  imprudence  has  brought  upon  mCi 
and  fhcwing  them  that  it  never  is  too  late  0 
mend. 

Your's 
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A         '       Prrfejfus  gtandia  turiet\ 

Hon* 
He  that  afiedi  to  £Mr,  with  fufiian  fwells^ 

I)VNCOKBf. 

Simplicity  in  poetry,  ukc  nmpiicity  in 

dreis,  is  fecure  of  admiration  feora  thofe  pof- 
fefled  of  true  tafte  ;  perhaps  my  readers  will  be 
furprized>  if  I  allert  the  labors  of  our  l^er 
bards  can  feldom  bcaft  of  this  valuable  requifite ; 
yet  from  the  little  portion  of  critical  fagacity, 
which  my  age  has  yet  enabled  me  to  collcft,  I 
Jo  not  fcruple  to  confirm  the  aflertiom  Modeili 
O  Q  poetry 
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poetry  (by  modern  I  fliall  now  confine  myfdf  to 
that  which  has  appeared  within  thcfc  laft  twenty 
years)  has  degenc ;  ated  into  a  monotonous  jing- 
ling of  rhimcj  an  a^tirtcial  tranfpofition  of  wordsj 
and  an  indifcriminatc,  and  therefore  falfe,  ufc  of 
figurative  expreflions. 

Entertainment  is  the  general  end  propofed  in 
poetry;  but  where  the  mind  i^  fatigued  with 
philofophic  fubtlety,  the  fancy  checked  by  forced 
refinements,  and  the  attention  diverted  by  per- 
petual reference,  what  real  entertainment  can  be 
found  ?  To  elevate  zoAJitrfrizi  aj^xrars  to  be 
the  fole  aim  of  our  poets^  and  in  the  accompliih* 
mentof  this,  they  frcquendy  reach  the  climax  of 
abfurdity,  and  arc  enungled  in  the  intricacies  of 
mcuphorical  confufion.  Mr.  Gray's  elegy  I 
have  always  admired  as  a  model  of  eafy  poetry  j 
it  contains  fentiments  to  which  every  reader  af- 
fents,  and  wliich  every  reader  underftands ;  con- 
fidered  in  a  moral  viewj  no  i>oem  of  equal  length 
is  fupcrior  to  it,  and  yet  neither  the  opinions  of 
one  fopIiiH,  or  the  tenets  of  another  philofbpher, 
compofe  its  morality.  Homer,  the  Prince  of  poets> 
is  fometimes  funple,  gener^y  eafy,  and  when  he 
riles  on  the  wings  of  iublimiryj  always  intelligible. 
But  falfe  taftc  makes  rapid  fliicics  through 
the  regions  of  modem  criticilm.     In  proportion 

to 
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to  his  obfcuricy  a  poet  i%  admired ;  fiaipHcity  is 
ridiculed  as  deftitute  of  elevation,  and  natural  ex- 
preflion  as  void  of  furprize  -,  if  a  poem  can  be 
underftood  on  a  (irft  reading,  its  fcntiments  are 
trite,  and  its  language  vulgar  i  but  a  bold  anti- 
thefis  and  a  fplendid  metaphor  are  the  infallible 
figns  of  genius.  Thcfe  difgracefal  prejudices 
can  be  reconciled  to  human  reafon  only,  on  the 
obvious  fupponcioD,  that  not  one  reader  in  ten 
attends  to  the  meaning  of  what  ihould  occupy 
his  attention,  and  that  the  glittering  tiniel  of 
diAion  is  preferred  to  intrin0c  charity  of  thought. 
To  comply  with  this  depr^ayity  of  judgment, 
purity  of  language  is  negledted  by  thofe  whori) 
■wc  relatively  call  claflical  writers,  and  fuperflu- 
ouous.  epithets,  employed  to  fill  up  the  inter- 
Ilices  of  a  labored  verfification,  clog  the  ienfe, 
and  ncceflarily  render  it  difficult  of  comprehen- 
fion.  Shenftone,  who  for  neatnefs  of  exprelfionj 
and  a  rural  imagination,  is  fcarce  equalled  by 
any,  is  condemned  becaufe  his  forfe  confided  m 
paftoral  defcription;  while  odes,  addrcHed  tq 
fome  pallion,  and  exhibiting  a  fpecies  of  meta-;- 
phyfical  jargon,  daily  iflue  from  the  prefs,  an4 
receive  patronage  in  proportion  to  the  paroxifms 
pf  bombaft.  I  will  not  fay  that  paftoral  poetry 
is  equal  to  lyric,  fince  the  latter  is  uniYcrCiUy  a^ 
k}we4  tiie  firrijbqt  I  wiU  a(iert,  (hat  the  fimplicity 

of 
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of  Shenftonc  is  infinitely  more  valuable  tiuin  the 
unintelligible  mcchanifm  of  our  prefent  ode  coin- 
ers.  I  appeal  to  the  fenfe  of  my  readers,  who  in  pc* 
rufing  look  rather  for  entert«nment  than  per- 
plexity, for  chafte  language,  than  unmeaning 
vcrboflty,  to  declare  whether  my  complaiRts  are 
well  or  ill-founded,  whether  within  or  beyond 
the  limits  of  truth. 

If  we  attend  to  the  other  minutiae  of  pxtry^  we 
may  obferve,    that  all  rules  reipefling  metre, 
are   tranlgreffcd  with  neither  apology  or  deco- 
rum: orthography  is  either  mifunderftood,  or 
wilfully  altered;  and  grammar  is  confidered  as  a 
reftraint,  from  which  the  Englifh  language  is 
happily  exempt.     Stanzas  are  inrented,  ii^ich 
have  neither  the  recommendation  of  fuperior 
harmony,  nor  can  even  boaft  of  equal  merit  with 
former  ones ;  words  are  coined,  which  in  their 
tranfplantation    fi-om  the    Greek,   loft  all  the 
fweetnefs  of  their  native  tongue,  and  fcntcnces 
are  conftrufted,  which  by  various  tranlpofitions 
happily  conceal  the  nullity  of  the  poets  mean- 
ing.   We  have  epigrams  without  fting,  fbngs 
without  fenfe,  elegies  without  eafe,  and  epitaphs 
without  common  decency.    Even  thofe  poets  to 
whom  genius  cannot  be  denied,  frequently  fub- 
ftiWK  fptifld  (or  f^nfe,  flovrilh  for  ^afe^  andglap- 
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ing  ornament  for  ftrcngth  of  cxprdfion.  The 
puerile  exarefcences  of  Ovid  are  judged  more' 
worthy  of  imitation,  than  the  majeftic  dignity 
cf  Virgil.  To  the  minor  poets  the  faults  of  their 
predeceflbrs  have  proved  very  fatal;  without 
genius  they  are  timid,  without  meaning  they 
are  obfcure,  and  without  fpirit  they  are  glitter^ 
ing.  If  metaphors  are  numerous —  peripi- 
cuity  and  depth  of  fenfe  is  unnecefiary  s  and  if 
the  verfification  is  fmooth,  monotony  is  excufa-*- 
ble — are  the  principles  on  which  they  write  $ 
ilideed  their  praftice  reminds  me  of  the  mecha- 
nical method,  by  which  boys  are  firft  taught  to 
compofe  latin  poetry, — they  have  only  to  colleft 
a  fufficient  quantity  of  fpondees  and  daftyls,  ar^ 
f  ange  them  with  a  total  negleft  of  fenfe,  and  if 
their  verfes  fcan,  their  exercifc  is  complete. 

In  the  foregoing,  fi^fcription  I  would  not  he 
underftood  to  include  the  whole  of  EngU(h  Poetry. 
Wcluve  had  writers,  wKiif  not  free  from  the 
errors  of  hun^^^ty^  have'^one  honor  to  this 
country;  and  whofe  works  (bating  the  difadvani. 
jage  of  the  ^nglifh  tongue)  are  equal  te  any  of 
antiquity.  But  were  a  general  comparifon  to  be 
drawn  between  mpdern  and  ancient  poetr)', 
the  latter  I  fear  would  b?  entitled  to  the  fupcrio- 
ricy.  The  caufe  of  which,  in  my  opinion^  muft 
be  referred  tQ  the  invention  of  printing — an  art, 

"      '  which 
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iirfiich  (however  excellent  in  other  rcfpcdts)  by 
haftening  into  the  world  immature  produdions, 
and  by  animating  the  moft  torpid  to  an  exertion 
of  their  dormant  pou-ers,  has  introduced  among 
men  of  genius  a  diflike  to  the  labors  of  correc- 
tion, and  among  mankind,  in  general  a  poetic 
PMma.  Whether  the  faulia,  feme  of  which  I 
have  fgecified,  attendant  on  Mg^rn.  Poetry  arc 
more  owing  to  the  ufte  of  the  ^g^  than  the  de- 
generacy of  the  Poers^  riierc .  atei  different  opi- 
nions: Qut  I  think  an  enquiry  intQ  the  prefent 
merits  of  Dramatic  Poetry,,  will  demonftratc 
that  the  guilt  lies  more  in  tlie  Readers  than  the 
Writers. 

There  zvas  a  time,  when  the  Britifh  The- 
atre,  adorned  with  the  wit  of  Congrcvc  and 
the  labors  of  Addifon,  could  vie  with  Greece  or 
Jlorae.  Taftc  was  then  the  arbiter  of  dramatic 
writing,  and  die  pieces  intended  to  be  brought 
put  in  the  cour/e  of  tH^  ytar  firftr  underwent  an 
examination  by  McJ  ^of  Letters:  An  audience 
had  dien  the  Ipirit  to  aflcrt  their  own*  privileges, 
and  an  attempt  to  force  obfcenity  or  ^bomb^c 
nonfenfe  met  with  the  fate  it  defqved.  Since 
diofe  days  die  Stjige  has  gradually  degenerated, 
and  Dramatic  Poetry,  like  other  Poetry,  is  little 
better  than  the  aborQons  of  ignorant  (cribblets. 
In  Comedy  an  attempt  is  made  to  make  the  au- 
dience laugh  atthe  fspenceoftheiruoderftand- 
ing; 
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ing;  and  in  Tragedy,  inflated  language,  unnatu-- 
Xdl  incidents,  and  declamatory  fpecches  fupply 
the  place  of  Nature.  To  analyfe  the  ridiculous 
nonfenfc  of  Farces,  would  be  an  infult  to  the 
underftanding  of  my  readers.  In  all  Dramatic 
produftions  the  rules  of  probability  are  conftantly 
violated  i  and  a  profefled  reprefentation  of  nature 
contains  as  many  violations  of  poffibility,  as  the 
romances  of  the  middle  ages.  The  language*  df 
Comedy  is  applauded  in  proportion  to  its  vulga- 
rity and  indecency,  and  the  pathos  of  Tragedy 
has  efFcft  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  meta- 
phors, fimilies,  and  unnatural  conceits,  of  which 
it  is  compofed. 

An  inference  from  this  defcripdon  naturally 
^refcnts  irfclf  t  j  my  readers :  the  fame  tafte, 
which  permits  the  reprefentation  of  dramatic 
abfurdity,  encourages  the  publication  of  dabo^ 
rate  and  unintelligible  poetry.  Eafe  and  fimpli^ 
city  have  flill  fome  few  admirers  lefc^  but  their 
remonftrances  are  drowned  amid  the  clamor  of 
thofe  who  are  fond  of  elevation  zndiprprize.  Wc 
have  writers  fiill  living  whodifdain  to  conform  ta 
the  depraved  judgment  of  the  multitude  i  and 
the  long  filence  of  our  few  good  dramatic  wri- 
tersj  i$  an  unfortunate  proof,  that  genius  fcorns 
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to  obey  the  imperious  diftates  of  a  Manageri  or 
the  infolent  decifions  of  faUe  cade* 

That  there  are  particular  paflages  in  poottiSi 
in  which  the  language  ihould  rife  with  the 
thought,  cannot  be  denied  i  but,  as  I  before 
obferved,  there  is  a  material  difference  bctweeo 
true  poetic  majcfty,  and  glaring  verbofity :  as  in 
a  tragedy  pompous  declamation  dcftroys  all  the 
natural  fympathy  of  the  fpedtator,  fo  in  defcrip- 
tivc  poetry  fuperfluous  epithets  take  off  from  the 
intended  efib£t  s  in  either  cafe.  Nature  is  better 
reprefented  by  an  emphatic  but  le(s  diffufive 
mode  of  expreflion.  Yet  fo  ftrong  is  the  public 
partiality  for  obfcure  bombaft,  that  a  celebrated 
writer  expreffes  a  doubt,  whether  a  play  written 
after  the  manner  of,  and  with  merit  equal  to 
Shakefpeare^  would  be  favorably  received  by  a 
JBriciili  audience, 

Mr.  Pope  •  has  been  juflly  cenfured,  as  the 
firft,  who  (acrificcd  fcnfe  to  found.  There  is  a 
famencfs  (if  I  may  fo  Ipeak)  in  his  whole  poetry  j 
and  a  monotony  pervades  his  verHHcation,  though 
ftudied  with  fo  much  labor,  and  arranged  with 
fo  much  ^rt.  But  this  excellent  Poet  has  merits 
fufiicient  to  counterbalance  thcfe  faults^  and  tft 
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^ve  him  a  High  and  extenfive  reputation,  Noe 
b  with  his  miierable  imitators ;  dcftitute  alike  ol^ 
genius  and  comprehenfion,  of  defign  and  regti*^ 
arity,  they  catch  a  verlifying  knacky  and  with 
xmtcmpt  of  all  meaning,  accumulate  figures  and 
netaphors^  epithets  and  ornaments^  till  t)lei|^ 
rompofitions  appear  more  like  the  fcattered  ma- 
erials  of  a  building,  than  a  firm  and  uniform 
rdifice. 

In  heroic  poetry  no  one  can  be  more  deiifous 
if  fublimity  in  thought,  and  a  juft  elevation  of 
anguage  than  myfelf ;  againft  thefe  indiipenfable 
>eaucies  I  would  by  no  means  be  confidered  to 
leclaim.  It  is  that  unnatural  timid  kind  of  ex- 
ireflion,  which  fo  frequendy  generates  obfcurity, 
nd  that  glofly  artificial  flyle,  which  produces 
lutology,  that  excites  my  diiapprobation« 

With  men  of  found  judgment  it  is  well  knowi^ 
[lat  no  language,  however  figurative  or  flowing, 
an  heighten  the  intrinfic  vigor  of  the  thought* 
n  all  poetry  there  ihould  be  a  conftant  recipro- 
ity  of  elevation  between  the  thought  and  the 
inguage.  Eafe  and  fimplicity  are  the  bed  or-^ 
aments  of  nature  i  paflages  will  occur,  in  which 
le  flyle  muft  be  elevated,  but  no  fublimity  in 
lought  can  juftify  timidity  of  exprefiion;  for  let 

iC 
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it  be  remembered,  that  the  facred  writings  of 
iScripture  lofe  none  of  their  divine  fire  by  a  per- 
^icuous  and  fimple  tenor  of  language;  on  the 
contrary,  that  an  expatiating  and  florid  diSufion 
would  both  weaken  and  diffolve  their  clofe  and 
wtU-compaded  ftrength. 

S. 
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-Tell, 


Wby  Uiy  canoniai-4  bones>  hear^^d  in4e;itb« 
Have  burft  their  f  carmen ts?  Why  the  fepDlcbre^ 
Hath  opM  his  ponderous  and  marble  jiws^ 
To  caft  thcc  op'ajainf 

^Q  fbi  Trifle-k, 
SIR, 

]B  O  RN  of  illuflrious  parents,  with  the  faircft 
prgfpcfb  of  happineis  and  glory,  fonic  ftar  leeins 
to  have  (hed  its  malignant  influence  over  every 
action  of  my  life;  but  why  do  I  talk  of  a  li^ 
which,  though  never  ftained  with  a  bafe  er  ui)r 
worthy  action,  yet  ternunated  in  ,a  nipit  miferar 
Pp  abk 
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able  end  ?  The  annals  of  your  country's  hiftory 
exempts  me  from  the  neceflity  of  being  my  own 
biographer,  and  many  a  page  records  the  fuf- 
ferings  of  the  unfortunate  Duke  Humphrey. 
CroJOfed  in  all  my  views  of  happinefs  by  the 
machinations  of  a  haughty  prelate,  my  govcm- 
nnent  impeded,  and  the  infant  eju"  of  my  nepTicw 
poifoned  by  tht  whifpers  of  infidious  noblemen^ 
to  whofe  ambition  I  at  lafl  fell  a  facriBce ;  my 
mind  prophefied  to  me  a  fmall  allotmeut  of 
worldly  happinefs,  and  my  attention  was  fixed 
on  that  tranquillity  beyond  the  grave,  to  which 
my  exemplary  life  feemed  to  lay  claim. 

By  the  afliftance  of  my  enemies  (who,  per- 
haps, beheld  my  peaceable  dilpoiition)  I  ob- 
tained a  premature  paflppr?  to  the  other  worlds 
and  my  fmall  remains  of  ambition  were  extin- 
guilhed  with  my  life.  But  my  cares  were  dcf- 
tined  to  furvive  the  grave  i  according  to  the 
laws  which  the  hofpitality  of  my  anceftors  ha4 
impofcd  upon  me,  my  houfii  wns  ever  the 
refuge  of  the  diftrefled  and  ftrangers;  poverty 
was  never  denied  admittance  at  my  gates,  or 
departed  unfatisfied,  and  few  ever  left  my  hof- 
pltable  manfion  without  bellowing  a  blefling 
on  its  walls,  and  wafting  a  fervent  prayer  (o  hea-- 
yen  for  the  welfare  o£  its  owner. 

Should 
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Should  this  account  of  the  manner  of  my 
life  appear  vain-glorious  in  your  eyes,  recoUedfc 
that  I  am  as  much  above,  as  I  am  beyond,  the 
re(entment  of  mankind ;  it  nought  avails  me  to 
be  the  obje£t  of  either  their  diflike  or  appro-^ 
bation^  but  that  the  fame  li)irit  of  patriotifm 
which  animated  my  mind  when  living,  now  ac 
tuates  my  foul>  bereft  of  mortal  life.  The  chief 
end  I  propofed  from  this  letter  is  public 
utility,  and  plain  matter  of  faft,  unembellifhed 
by  fiftion  of  any  kind,  and  told  in  the  fimple 
language  of  truth,  is  neceflary  in  the  narrative 
of  my  misfortunes. 

To  you  who  daily  behold  the  different  man- 
ners of  the  prefcnt  Noblemen  of  England,  it 
would  appear  incredible  that  my  death  was  a 
confiderable  calamity  to  men  of  various  deno-< 
minations.  The  indigent  who  had  frequently 
experienced  my  bounty,  and  the  poor  who  had 
fo  often  feafted  in  my  halls,  with  the  loudefl 
lamentations,  and  mod  piercing  accents  of  forrow 
bewailed  the  lofs  of  their  benefaftor.  Their 
cries  and  exclamations  recalled  me  to  earthy 
though  not  to  mortal  life  j  a  table  was  appointed 
for^  the  reception  of  the  poor  and  hungry  i  an 
irrefiftible  power  placed  me  at  the  head  of  it,  and 
I  again  became  the  hoft  of  the  indigent.  Here 
I  began  to  experience  what  my  ConfefTor  had 

formerly 
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formerly  told  me  conGcrning  purgatory,  and  my 
fituacion   indeed^   ac  that  time,  tranfcended  iii 
wretchednefs  the  moft  difmal  ideas  I  had  ever 
cnteitained  of  it.     Judge  of  the  feelings  of  a 
mind,  ienfible  to  the  touches  of  humanity,  and 
naturally  overflowing  with  the  milk  of  human 
kindnefs,  on  feemg  no  one  amongil  hundreds  of 
my  guefts  rife  fatisfied  with    their  dinner,  or 
grateful  to  their  entertainer.     No  confideration 
of  the  quality  of  a  Prince  of  the  Blood  Roj^al  of 
England  could  induce  them  to  aA  with  common 
civility  at  my  table.     They  unanimoufly  repro- 
bated my  provifions,  execrated  me  as  the  vileft 
caterer  the  world  had  ever  produced,  and  vowed 
that  nothing  but  neceflity  Ihould  ever    induce 
them  to  become  my  guefts,  and  whilft   they 
could    procure  a  dinner  at   any    other   place, 
they  ihould  equally  dcfpife  th.e  Duke   and  his 
ill  furnifhed  table.     The  wits  wondered  that  a 
man  who  lived  fo  bad  fliould  have  died  fb  well ; 
And  whilft  I  obtained  the  noble  title  of  the 
Good,  my  dinners  were  never  mentioned,  but 
with  figns  of  loathing  and  deteftatioh  i  nor  could 
the  fcnfe  of  decorum  ever  influence  thdr  con- 
duel  fo  as  to  make  my  guefts  behave  with  any  de- 
gree of  order  or  regularity  in  my  company  i  Ibme 
ftanding,  others  fitting,  others  lying  down ;  and 
one  ipecies  in  particular,  whom  1  hud  frcqucndy 

the 
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the  hoobr  ^  of  entertaining,  I   mean  the  po« 

ets,  generally  walked  up  and  down  the  roooi 

with  the  geftures  of  infanitjr,.  whilft  they  par* 

took  of  my  repafts/    lo  my  life  time  I   coukl 

never    keep  my   htadftrong    countrymen  in 

proper   fubjedion^    and   even  when  I  had  the 

executive    powers   of  juftice  ,to  enforce   my 

decrees,   they   were    frequently    treated    with 

contdmpt;  now  deprived  of  both  die  infignia 

"and  real  authority  of  power^  by  what  means 

can  I  preferve  order  or  regularity,  or  what  laws 

are  llifHciencly  potent  to   reftrain  a  licentious 

multitude.    The   celebrated   Tower  of  Babel 

could  never  have  exhibited  a  fcene  of  greater 

confufion  than  my   banqueting  room  daily  aP- 

fbrdsy  and  Difcord  feems  to  have  abundandy 

Ihaken  her  torch  over  the  heads  of  my  devoted 

guefts.    Divefted  of  niy  grofTer  mortal  fub- 

ftance,  my  (enles  were  raifed  to  an  exquiilce  pitch 

of  feeling,  which  (crved  to  add  to  my  miiery. 

Imagine  me  placed  invifibly  at  my  table,  my 

ears  ftuoned  with  the  frenzical  effufions  of  neg- 

ItSbcd  poets,  who  never  cealed  pouring  fordi 

execrations  againll    an   ungrateful   world;  my 

eyes  ofiended  with  the  forms  of  poverty  and 

Wrct^hednefs,  which  reforted  to  my  table,  amidft 

the  loud  railings  of  delpsdr,  and  the  tears  of 

fiknt  forrow,  and  then  confcfs  my  tortures  un- 
.  equalled 
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equalled  in  the  annals  of  hiflory.    The  c<»npany 
of  feveral  of  the  moil  eminent  wts  that  ever 
adorned  this  ifland>    proved    rather   diftjfeffing 
than  confolatory  to  mc     Builer,  Otway,  and 
Chattcrton,  were  frequchdy  my  guefts,  but  a  fi- 
lent    melancholy,    occafionally    interrupted  by 
paroxyfms  of  anger,  threw  an  impenetrable  veil 
over  the  brightnefs  of  their  underft^dings^  (and 
fince.I  knew  their  worth  and  high  deferts)  ren* 
dered  thennr  more  difagreeable  companions  than 
almoft  any  others.     They  complained  that  my 
food  was  too  unfubftantial  even  for  a  poet,  and 
faid,  they  Ihould  prefer  a  tough  beef-fteak  to  all 
the  delicacies  of  my  table.     That  thefe  murmurs 
were  not  without  foundation,  I  am  very  ready  to 
own,  my  banquet  is  certainly  too  aerial  to  give 
fatiety   to-  mortals.    I  am  afraid  my  dilhes  are 
not  altogether  wholefome,  that  they  proniote 
wind  in  the  ftomach,  and  that  the  cholic  is  a 
frequent  confequence  of  my  repafts.    But  when 
the  advantages  of  this  inllitution,  at  the  head  of 
which  I  am  placed,  are  weighed  againll  the  in- 
conveniency   of  my   unfubftantial  fare,   Duke 
Humphrey's  banquet  will  be  exalted  in  the  eye* 
of  all  judicious  people.    It  merits  our  relpeft, 
fince  it  is  erected  on  the  noble  bafis  of  charity. 
Every  man  in  affliftion,  or  poverty,  I  conlider 
as  my  brother,  and  accordingly  invite  to  my 
dinner.    Neither  religion,  politics,  or  country, 

are 
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are  impecjinients  to  a  place  ac  my  table ;  everjr 
man  who  wilhes  to  diiie  with  me^  has  pemiiflion' 
to  do  it,  though  I  am  repeatedly  flighted ;  and 
few  Aien  ever  favor  me  with  their  company, 
Anlefs  conftrained  by  necefllty.  I  never  harbour 
refentment,  or  reftife  them  admittance,  when 
they  are  neglcfted  by  others.  Hundreds-  dino 
with  me  daily,  yet  lb  impartial  am  I  in  the  dif-- 
tribution  of  my  favors,  that  no  man  can  fay 
}ie  has  made  a  better  dinner  than  his  neighbour  ; 
land  if  thoufands  more  were  added  to  the  nurn-- 
ber,  they  fhould  experience  an  equal  ^ivifion; 
and  I  fhould  be  equally  well  prepared  to  receive 
them.  '  So  much  have  I  faid  in  defence  of  the 
inflitution,  and  it  now  remains  for  me  to  de-- 
clare  wherein  1  feel  myfclf  aggrieved. 

That  fource  of  all  evil,  bad  company,  is  what 
gives  me  the  moft  uneafinefs.  No  wretch,  bo)i7- 
ever  wicked,  is  thought  unfit  company  for  Duke 
Humphrey,  nor  do  the  vileft  or  moft  abje£l  of 
men  ever  think  ihemfelvcs  obliged  to  behave 
with  decency  in  my  prefence ;  fharpers  of  every 
denomination,  when  fortune  proves  unfavorable^ 
ftun  my  ears  with  the  moft  horrid  blafphemies, 
tod  I  am  obliged  to  be  a  filent  and  invifible 
hearer  of  their  inntpieties.  It  is  a  duty  I  owe 
inyfelf,  my  high  rank,  and  family,  to  endeavour 

to 
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to  fiiacch  myfelffrQm  the  contagion  of  bad  com- 
pany»  and  althoisgh  it  has  been  a  principal  ftudy 
6f  my  life  to  refcue  the  diftrefled  fiom  die  iroft 
band  of  adverfity,  I  ftiU  thinks  that  fuch  wretches 
fhouldnot  have  the  honor  of  aflbciating  with  (b 
many  more  deferving  meii  j  and  .that  it  muft 
ever  rcfmain  a  difgrace  to  £ngli(hmenj  that  fe- 
lons and  (harpers  ihould  be  faid  to  dine  m  com-* 
pany  widi-a  Pvincc  of  the  Royal  Blood.  I  have 
not  the  le^  objection  to  that  fpecies  of  vaga* 
bonds  denominated  players;  .they  frequently 
partakat;Of  my  rcpafls^  and  I  find  them  &ce* 
tious  under  the  preflfure  ofwant^  and  that  they 
bear  hunger  with  a  merrier  difpofiuon^  than 
any  other  fet  of  men.  But  the  whining  lover 
was  a  being  J  always  deteftedj  and  was  lorry  to 
fee  in  my  company.  I  had  alio  an  infuperable 
wcrfion  to  the  fanatical  journeymen  of  Wefley, 
Whitefield,  &c.  who  were  often  times  neceflitated 
to  partake  of  my  fcalls ;  hypocrify,  was  a  vice 
to  which  I  was  aiways.inimical^  and  as  it  is  a  pro- 
minent feature  of  ^e  methodifts,  they^  beyond 
all  others^  are  the  objefts  of  my  hatred  and 
contempt. 

Through  the  medium  of  your  paper  I  hope 
by  ftating  n^y  grievances  to   obtain  raire6; 

Tt 
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To  you  I   addrcfs  myfclf,  yc   Noblemen  of 

England^  whofe  ample  fortunes  enable  you  to 

feed  the  hungry  and   wipe  the  tear  of  forrow 

ifrom  the  cheek  of  affliftion.    The  doors  of  your 

anceftors  flew  open  at  the  voice  of  the  ftrangcr, 

nor  were  their  manfions  more  illuftrious  for  their 

exterior  beauty  dian  for  the  noble  hofpitality 

which  illuminated  the  infide«    I  am  forry  to  Cny, 

that    among    the    various    virtues    which     an 

intercourfe  with  our  neighbours  has  produced^ 

hofpitality  has  been  negledbed ;  with  grief  I  have 

beheld  the  clofed  portals  and  rufty  hinges  of  the 

prcfent  race  of  Noblemen,  and  have  obferved^^ 

that  it  is  now  more  difficult  to  get  admittance  to 

a  Baron,  than  it  formerly  was  to  approach  a  King. 

Let  my   countrymen  remember,  that  as  ftcel 

too  highly  polifhed  becomes  brittle,  to  take  care, 

that  whilft  they  emulate  the  refinements  of  their 

neighbours,  not  to  negledt  the  ilerling  virtues 

which  have  rendered  England  the  admiration  of 

the  world.    I  may,  perhaps,  appear  a  little  felfifh 

in  this  advice,  fince  it  is  decreed,  that  I  am  to 

maintain  my  prefent  ficuation,  till  the  genero* 

fity  of  our  nobles  may  render  it  unneceflary  for 

any  man  of  worth  to  dine  with  Duke  Humphrey; 

but  it  alfo  muiik  be  confidered,  that  I  now  affirm, 

(where  falfliood  would  be  ufelcfs)  that  the  love 

of  my  country  is^  the  principle  which  afkuates  my 

conduft. 
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condudi  and  that  the  reft  are  but  fecondary 
motives.  Should  my  rhetoric  be  infufficicnt 
to  induce  the  Noblemen  to  make  their  liberality 
adequate  tojtheir  revenues,  I  hope  it  will,  at 
leaft,  have  the  cffeft  of  rendering  the  lower  or- 
ders of  mankind  more  grateful  to  their,  bene- 
faftor,  and  caufe  dicm  to  diinkfomc  fprt  of  civi- 
lity due  to 

DuKB  Humphrey. 

N. 
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^id  tarn  dextro  pede'concipls^  tit  ti 

Conaius  n^  fathiteat  voii^jtte  pera£fi  F  JuvEKAL. 

Wha|  m  the  conduct  of  our  life  appears 

So  w^Q  d^fign'd,  fo  happily  begun, 

But  wixtn  wc  have  our  widi,  we  wi(h  undone  ? 

JDryden. 

T$  Timothy  Touchstone, 
SIR, 

x  HE  happinefs  df  a  cotrntrylife  has  been,, 
through  all  ages  of  mankinds  a  point  fo  (Irongljr 
ihfifted  upon  by  Poets^  PhilofophftrSi  and  Statef- 
men,  that  I  doubt  whether  I  (hould  have  ever 
dared  to  difpute  its  validity,  had  not  frequent 
experience  convinced  me,  that,  like  every  ether 
human  condition  it  lias  evils,  which  neither  p4f. 
tience  can  alleviate,  nor  vigilance  <jepf  IK-  j[ 

Qj\  Urn 
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I  am  the  ddeft  fon  of  a  gendeman  of  cafy  £»-• 
tunc,  who  by  long  refidence  on  his  eftate^  and 
little  commerce  with  the  world,  imagined  that 
in  giving  me  a  tolerable  education  he  had  ful- 
filled all  the  duties  of  parental  care^  and  in  re* 
turn^became  pofTeffcd  of  an'  abfojkite  njg^t  to  ivA- 
pofe  on  me  fuch  labors^  as  either  his  own  afiairs 
might  demand,  or  my  abilities  accompli(h>  Ac* 
cordingly  having  gone  through  the  cuftomary 
cxercifes  at  an  obfcure  gramniar  fchool,  I  was 
taken  away,  and  inunedi^^l/ appointed  fteward 
and  bailiff  to  my  father.    At  this  time,  though 
in  fome  degree  qualified  for  my  offices  by  a 
knowledge  of  arithmetic,  I  was  unpolifhed  in 
behaviour,  ignorant  of  mankind,  and  knew  no 
greater  pleallire  than  that  of  (hooting  at  larks, 
or  fifliing  in  the  pond.    In  this  fituation,  fb  re- 
pugnant to  my  natural  wilhes,  and  which  aflbrdcd 
me  but  fmall  opportunities  of  recreation,  I  in- 
formed myfelf  of  the  bulk  of  tliat  fortune  I  was 
one  day  to  inherit,  and  anticipated  in  fecret  the 
future  enjoyments  of  its  poflcflion.     At  length, 
after  the  fucceffion  of  fome  years^  the  wilhfcd-for 
time   arrived :   my  father,   who  had  been  en- 
gaged in  an  annual  drunken  feaft,^  was  thrown 
into  a  violent  fever,  andj  contrary  to  the  pro- 
miles  of  the  village  apothecary,  expired  in  a  few 
days.    By  his  dearh  I  became  maftcr  of  fix  jiun-^ 

dred 
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drcd  t  year,  unencumbered  with  the  claims  of 
filters,    and    the    impertinent    dependence    of 
younger  brothers.      My  proipeft  of  happinefi 
was  now  apparently  clear,  and  I  flattered  myfelf 
with  all  thofe  pleafing  ideas  which  independence 
inlpires  to  a  free  mind.;  unacquainted  with  the 
follies,  and  untainted  by  the  vices  of.  fafliion,  I 
was  neither  liable  to  the  cares  of  diflipation,  or 
the  ravages  of  difcafcj    confcious,  that  neither 
my  figure  or  deportment  qualified  me  for  ^fine 
gemknmn^  \  rcfolvcd  to  follow  my  father's  ex-  . 
ample,  .and  content  niyfelfwith  the  /ports  and 
amuiement^  of  the  country. 

A-  ihort  time  convinced  me  that  my 'hopes 
were  fallacious,  and  that  the  innocence  of  a  rural 
life  could  not  exempt  me  from  the  folicitude  at- 
tached to  .it.  There  is  nothing,  iir»  which,  in 
my  opinion,,  is  equal  to  the  mifery  of  being  un- 
deceived in  a  point,  where  the  deceit  was  eflen* 
tialto  happineisi  nor  can  any  difappointment  be 
equal  to  that,  which  fubverting  the  ccconomy 
of  a  whole  life,  brings  with  it  neither  the  hope  of 
allevi^OR,  nor  the  ppflibility  of  a  remedy.  A 
few  qf  t)io(e  grievances^  which  awakened  me 
from  ^e  agreeable  delirium  into  which  my  inex- 
perience had  lulled  me,  and  of  which  the  unex* 
pe£led  preflure  has  tempted  me  to  addrefs  you^ 
I  will  endeavor  to  recQunj(. 

Ihad 
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I  had  not  bcpn  two  years  in  pofTefljon  -of  my 
money,  before  I  was  appointed  High  Sheriff  for 
the  county.  This  honor,  of  which  others  mighr 
have  been  particularly  ambitious,  was  to  me  no 
lefs  difireffing.  Though  by  no  means  avaricious, 
it  was  with  fpme  di(coi\terit  that  I  gave  orders  for 
a  coach,  which  I  was  'infortned  was  abfblutely 
neceflary,  but  which  I  knew  would  be  of  no  ulc 
to  me  on  the  expiration  of  my  office,  as  from  my 
infancy  I  had  been  accu(lomed  to  travel  on  horlV 
back,  and  inherited  from  my  father  an  averfion  to 
ckje  confinement.  When  the  time  alrived  on  which 
I  was  to  appear  at  the  Afllzes  in  all  the  pride  of 
fuperiorijcy,  I  had  prepared  every  thing  that 
could  ferve  to  dilplay  my  dignity,  and  recom- 
mend me  to  the  efpecial  favor  of  my  Lord  "the 
Judge.  .TKe  coach  was  new,  and  if  not  made 
on  the  Tatcft  fafhion,  was*  far  more  elegant  and 
convenient  than  the  okl  family  machines  of  my 
neighbours.  The  horfes,  though  t^ken'  ihrnt  the 
plough,  were  Jlrong  knd  handfome;  ind  my 
IcTvants,  though  tinftufed  with  rufticity,- 'were 
neidicr* deficient  in  good  nnanners,  nor  the  ifplen- 
dor  of  exterior  flicv/.  '  But'it^as  my  ill  fortune, 
lir,  to  experience  that  every  precaution*  I  had 
taken  \yas  Mfelefs,  and  cvefy  ejqxfrice  unneccflarj-. 
The  Judge  on  oUr  meeting  received  mc  with 
cold    politcnds,     in   which   I    had  penetration 

enough 
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enough  tp  di&ovcr  figns  of  ftudied  contempt. 
Hsving  tnferined  his  'Lordihip^  perhaps  .  wiich 
toD'gceat  an  appeirance  of  felf- complacency,  that 
aiiewr  carriage. awaited  his  pleafurc^  he  ani*were4 
me,  thsic  country  ardils  were  yery.unfkiljfu}^:  and 
thatj  1  before  tte  could  think  of  leaving  jliis  owi| 
c(NU3by:heiaiuft  fee  whether  ininfi  was  made  oa 
thopmnfi^les  of  the  modern;  £iihion.  .Accord* 
ingly^wewalbcdoui^  and.  he  examined  my  car-* 
rihge  (againii'Wihrch  I  could  not  have  anticipated 
clie.'leail  objd^n)  with  a-miouteneis  of  atten* 
tionibdcdoiiiig:D(K  impertinence :.  nothing  efcapedif 
hispeiiccraimg^^^cyei.  and|(riflfljc^  of  a  venerable 
difttifaiitDcuoC  BdtiihrjuftiQeiiM  appeared  like, 
one  of  thoie  uncivilized  nadves,  who  expreia 
their  aftnaMvneht  ,at  qbjfAo>  of  the  mechanic 
aiid.iiibioS  «hie}i  theyohalije ^  qq  concepdon^.by 
an  eagftr<defirc:  e\difx  lo^iilveAigatc  its  parts,  ,or 
deride  raoii|>pacait  ihuiiltQF^:  Therefultof  hia 
examri{ittitei:dpiwcred';)«!i^  bis'  fcrupul^fity  au- 
g^rediiifflOf  :gb^  was  CQudetnoed  as  an  aukward 
and  otOiifuirrmuakdTk ;-  and  his JLordfhip,  after  we 
had:c»tddBd:iiis.own,  .wlucki  was.  joined  to  my 
hoifesyLJ#ithii.  degree i  of ivCQoli)^  I  could  fiot 
help  aifaimiag^'  ^rdf  red  my  ii^rVants  to  ,take  care 
thar/  oA;doinrriyil  aK  tbfl.Cpuqcy  Town,  it  was 
j^pedfiutlaimAi  and:put  Iq  a  place  .where  nei* 
thcr^cain  nor  dampnefs  could  penetrate. 

During 
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During  mjr  confinement  in  the  euri^^  I  io. 
diilged  my  dioughts  at  no  hazadbof  iofterriiptkm 
fitmt'my  ksmed  companion,  wfao:  ngardcd  tne 
with  too  much  indiffisrence  to  fuppofc  me  capable 
of^onverlacion,  and  with  too.  nnicii.  pride  to. 
believe  mf  worthy  of  it.    Indeed  I  nnqtdflUrc 
you,  fifj  tliat  my  aftDniflunent  wai  equal:  to  my 
mortification;   fiom  the  pompous  4ieqnmtSjof] 
thofe  who  had  ftequeatly.peiiuadedfhe  tago  up : 
to  London  to  fee  fombifaing^  d»'WQri4t  ^  ^ 
formed  the  expe£tatidn  ofwtonljibeii^A  learned . 
fudge,  but  a  p(libArGcia[tIcnuuiiiapiic£aUbyr 
ing  in  him  the  flrikttigi  dtSeripce^uii jttnoera 
which  extfts  between  U'Wim  audita  couiioy.edn^> 

^Stlon*        •  ..ir;.':  .  aj  v\^:::    ji   ■  ;> 

'  I  will  not  detail  m-ycrpt  (ir,  :thcr«ixBiiio  andj 
pain  - 1  underwent  in  '^  difchargjB'^  ttnUofficoiy . 
Co  di{c6rdant  lo^  fi^^fyoCitim,>8ai^i£u..tCT.: 
liiovdd^bove'the  fphem  in  wfakl|'jfartnieJiacl> 
^itcdmei  in whad i*ftMcea^I'mdatedi«CipM«^^ 
7hd  Kow'  frequently^il  Wcnyed  riiydgquoante  oC« 
lni#;  td  what  emtiarraflhient  i  i/faiaraieduGediin: 
givbg  a-cuftomitfy  b^at  wfakbl/fcdiMiieitleri 
dance  myfelf,  artd^wHich  I  cOiikiiiiitluperia<«i 
tend  thi*  ^reremonieki  andf  with  9vb^;Bmlut|(>ii 
of  expencel  found  mylidf  at  the tod.QfifiiM  yeah 
fin^tzcd^' by  giving' dinb«rsy  Yibk^torMi.M^ 


oiher  purpofc  than  that  of  cxpofing  my  own  xuC-. 
cicify«  aiid  exciting  mirth  at  my  own  expence* 

My  afiairs  had  no  fooner  been  rdnilated  in, 
their  former  coiylition^  and  I  had  began  to  enjoy-: 
a  little  tranquiifity,  before  I  was  nominated  by. 
the  3portiag^  Gentlemen  (teward  for  the  en- 
fuing  tace^'  It  was  in  vain  I  remonShrated  oi) 
the  plea  pf  total  inexperience :  I  was  anfweredj 
that  I  poflfefled  every  requifice^  and  that^  above  aU^ 
my  mdependence  was  a  qualificationj  which  re^ 
commended  me  as  the  moft  proper  man  in  the 
county.  Here  arofe  another  grievance^  and  du.^ 
ring  my  three  days  attendance  at  the  races  I  wa& 
more  perplexed  than  I  had  been  during  my  whole 
(hrievalty.  During  the  day-time  I  was  teized  by 
c^fputesj  the  nature  of  which  I  was  unable  to 
comprehend,  and  in  the  decifion  of  which  I  was 
actuated  more  by  chance  than  convidion ;  and 
at  nigftt  I  appeared  as  Mailer  of  the  Ceremonies 
to  adjuft  mattersi  by  which  my  natural  modefty 
was  frequently  put  to  the  bluQi,  and  I  wasne- 
ceffitated  to  aflume  a  charader,  wherein  I  could 
not  but  fifbjeft  myielf  to  the  ridicule  and  con* 
tefi)ptof'the  whofe  aflembly. 

Thefcj  (irt  are  not  all  the  grievances  to 
which  I  have  been  obnoxious ;  had  thprcr  beei^ 
OQ  <>ther8>  I  might  ftili  have  remained  in  the 
happinefs  I  promifed  myfclf  without  troubling 

you; 
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7(9  Timothy  ToucHtTOiiB>  E/q. 

Edi/li^^^fiiis-^atfui  hMJi\ 

Tcmput  akirt  '  ■  HoRACB. 

JF^rly,  h&ve  Eat  and  Drink  feen  oitt  Aeir  day^ 
^ake,  kindly  take  filch  headi'nUh  terms  awaf; 

Akow* 

The  HuMBLB  PBTiTtow  o(  Eat  Old  Drmi^ 
fliewin^  &c*  &c 

1  HOUOtit  you  hattt  aifiimed  the  name  0^ 
Triflcr,  we  are  vitH  aflliml  that  his  migisjeria 
iodmtfceasi  thak  to  what  tht  world  may  call  trifla 
bgbf  as  airi  you  will  gire  a  ctaifirmattonftrcng  as 
froofs  of  Hofy  Writ:  with  this  prtfun1ption»  ill 
the  quality  dF  aggrieredi  and  forfowing  Ped- 
doners^  we  lay  our  charge  before  you^  and  truft 
to  your  candor  and  huihahity, 

R  r  Sif> 
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Sir,  ours  is"  no  common^  caufe,  no  inligniff- 
cant  appeal :  it  embraces  fomc  of  the  dcareft  in- 
terefts  of  fociety,  it  blends  with  it — but  we'll  be 
patient.  From  the  earlieft  times,  ^  within  a 
few  ysears  piaft,  wc  have  been,.as  ona  would  fliy^ 
High  Stewards  to  the- bodies  corporate  of  all  food 
for  fuftenance,  and  all  liquor  for  the  refrclhment 
of  man  and  beafl:,  and  in  this  exalted  deputation, 
like  Duncan,  we  have  hme  mrfacukiesfo  meekly r 
that  to  murder  us  in  cold  blood  were  an  outrage 
to  the  very  ftcady  complexion  of  Lady  Macbeth's 
heart;  neyerthclefs,  fir,  murdered- we  havs^beenr 
if  fuch  be  the  total  deprivation  of  all  rights  and 
privileges,  of  all  ufe  and  appropriation,,  of  all 
luff^rance  of  exiftence.  '  Till  within  a  Ihort  pc-  . 
riod,  we  have  been  the  harbingers  of  all  con-* 
Vivianty':.— £^/,  drink^  and  be  fherryy  has  been 
tranflated  into  all  tongues,  and  with  this  morak 
apothegm,  by  ourfelves,  and  our  fecond  fcfves, 
-J  we  have  been  hailed^  time  immemorial,  as  two  of 

the  rnofl.  valuable  members  of  all  the  mixed  (Tate 

....  ■     ^  •  * 

of  words  from  the  days  of  Adam,  tt  being  an 
allowed  axiom  that  a  worm,  if  trodclen  oir,  will 
turn,  little  need  wc  of  apology  for  a^jjiift  and' ho  • 
neft  indignation.  Sir,  we  have  been  barbaroufly 
. Supplanted;  cheated  out  of  confcquence,  and  an- 
nihilated by  a  fpurious  wretdi,  who  by  the  name 
•f  'Take,  of  a  long  feafoji  ho^  Hved'  By  Jeprcda- 
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^tion.     He  came  into  the  world  with  a  (hew  of 
j)ropriety,  Jrad  a  large  domain  of  his  own,  and 
monopolized  to  himfclf,  without  a  murmur  from 
the  fufFerers,  a  very  abundant  fhare  of  appro-: 
priate  terms.    All  the  world  was  ready,  and  no 
one  blamed  them.,  to  employ  his  fervice  at  plea- 
fure.     They  were  about  to  Sake  a  journey^  to  take 
aJikittgy  to  take  the  tfir,  §0  taie  an  objelfien^  to  take 
ia  bouje^  to  take  umirage^  to  take  a  'u:ife^  to  take  an 
opportunity^  to  take  leave.     All  this  fell  to  the  pof^ 
feffion  of  Ttf/r,  and  more  than  fufEcient  was  it, 
but  all  this  was  only  food  for  his  ambition.     He 
firft  fell  foul  of  our  friend  •Ce/fi&,  giving  us  thereby 
,to  undcrftand,   fliat  our  own  Iktlc  immunities 
were  for  the  next  graTp.    ''Till  his  rapid  ftridc 
towards  univerfal  prerogative,  our  friend  Catd 
was  fafe  and  fecure,  as  he  imagined,  in  a  few  pro- 
perties of  his  own.    Men  caught  cold,  they  <aughi 
difeafes,  they    caught   one  another's   meanings, 

they  cau^H  footpads,  they  can^t  the  I all  this 

is,  at  the  prefent  hour,  as  good  as  nothing,  ^cke 
has  inducted  himfclf  into  every  one  -of  thcfc  fc- 
jparate  applications,  and  our  friend,  like  ourfclves, 
is  thruft  out,  and  left  either  to  free4x)Oty,  or, 
which  is. equally l^ad,  to  the  wide  world.  Sir,  in 
former  days,  .men  efteemcd  us  the  very  hinge  of 
good  fellowHiip.  They  were  afk'd  to  eat  -their 
xiiuffin,  to  drink  their  cup  of  chocolate,  to  eat 

'their 
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their  muttoiij  to  ikink  thrir  homc-brrw'dj  to  «# 
their  raUa4i  to  drmk  z  ion  refos^  But  as  a  dream 
Tanifhes  and  is  laughed  atj  fo  all  this  has  been 
long  out  of  mind,  and  is  afl[h>nted  as  a  relic  of 
Gothicifnij  too  unchafte  eyen  for  prdinary  ears^ 
and  we  fear  too  much  exploded^  (ver  to  experi- 
ence a  revolution  in  its  favor.  Our  friend  Caicb 
being  laid  by  the  heels,  and  quietly  did  he  make 
ImexUgfifk  a  very  little  time  came  your  Petitioners 
turn,  and  rapid  was  their  overthrow.  Tsie  took 
upon  hiqiielf  to  regulate  thc^  ftandard  of  good 
manners,  dUjpolTefled  us  of  all  concern  in  the  re- 
public <^word$,  and  is  qow  fole  lore)  and  nnafter, 
where  we  with  modefty  and  decorum  pretended 
but  to  a  divided  wtcreftr  Sir,  the  aggrandize* 
ment  of  this  wretch,  owes  itfelf  to  fo  bafe  an  ors- 
^n,  that,  from  (hat  fingle  particular,  we  dare  af  • 
fert  the  truth  of  our  own  claim,  and  deeai  it  no. 
injuftice  to  vilify  his  pretentions  in  terms  the  mod 
decidedly  grofs.  His  prelent  rapk  and  confe- 
quence  in  Ijife,  we  can  trace  back  to  the  adoptiou 
of  landladies  and  ftage  coachmen :  we  can  prove, 
by  the  cleared  demoqftratKHia  ^hat  he  never  had 
an  acre  of  poilefiion  en  oyr  territories,  till  the 
alewife  of  ibme.  country  village  defire^  to  know 
pf  the  gentlewomen  in  the  ^,  if  they  would 
flight,  and  take  a  bit  of  fbmetliihg,  and  John 
yrhip^enq^uired  of  his  knot  of  brethren  on  th^ 

roof 
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foof  whether  they  would  tiAe  t  wet  From 
hencci  fir,  this  whole  mafs  of  fupcriority,  iU<» 
gotten  and  ill-founded  In]  fatriam  papitJumqiti 
fuxity  and  with  a  Ditter  fenfe  of  the  diigrace  at<» 
tending  the  fatality  of  thefe  grievfuicesj  Wi  havft 
obtruded  ourfelyes  on  your  notice.  Sir,  Tlrft 
has  fo  entirely  fubftituted  himfelf  in  our  plac€^ 
fo  jockied  us  out  of  our  feat»  fo  railed  himfelf  Oft 
>our  downfaU,  (Nr  B.  ^  fopit^  ilkfacU)  thtc  W€ 
hear  no  more  ofeai  yoqr  mprfel,  and  drbdt  of  your 
dream  contentedly^  but  arc  annoyed  continual^ 
with  the  indiftihfV,  unmeaning  and  frivoloiK 
change  of  take  your  tea^  take  your  wine,  /4ilr 
your  bread  and  butter,  tahi  your  ppafe  porridgl^ 
take  your  fyllabub,  take  your  callipafli.  Not  ten 
days  fince,  to  our  certain  knowledge,  a  girl  of, 
thirteen  was  difmifled  from  table,  for  defiring  her 
brother  to  eat  his  apple;  and  mafter  met  with 
the  like  fate  in  the  coyrfe  or  the  week,  for  coni* 
nienting  on  the  mdelicacy  of  his  fitter's  drinking 
like  a  fifh.  Sir,  were  there  any  grounds  of  com- 
plaint againft  us  for  indecency  or  inappoHtcnefs^ 
we  would  plead  guilty,  and  fqbmit  to  profcrip- 
tion ;  but,  fir^j  the  very  contrary  is  the  matter  ia 
queilion.  In  our  etymology  we  are  as  pure  as 
A,  B,  C.  fVe  have  branched  into  no  corrup- 
tions, unlefs  upon  drink  you  are  pleafed  to  charge 
^runkenj^  and  however  Hamlet,  in  his  mad  fit, 

talks 
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f Ilk:  of  catifig  a  crocodile,  and  drinking  up  eafcl^ 
and  tiie  Sune^eaur  acl^;^t£  his  madication  to 
things  iccmlngiy  fcrttqn  to  fuftenance>  ftill  the 
icrms  Eat  zrA  Drink  axe,  ir.difrrcr  will  l>c,  chaftc^ 
4inifonii  and  uncompounded.  Sii^  trufting  that 
you  Ii^ve  revifed  our  Memorial>  with  that  faga- 
f  ity  which  mud  incline  you  to  judge  weU»  and 
ilhat  good  humor  which  evrr  procopts  you  to 
Attend  patiently.  We  pr av,  with  all  fervency,  that 
you  would  endeavor  to  reinflate  us  in  our  prero*- 
l^inive,  to  reftore  us  to  the  tables  we  have  long 
.made  welcooie,  and  in  conlideration  of  fuch  in- 
fluence, you  fliall  generoufly  exert,  ^e  pledge 
,  ourfelves  at  Breakfaji^  Dinner  and  Supper^  to  pro-^ 
claim  wi(h  heartinefs,  Vive  k  BdgateUe,  Faleant 
Nuge ;  and  to  pray  for  your  profperity  with  that 
-jfcal  which,  becomes  your  petitioners, 
i  Eat  and  Drink- 
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I  ;  dfijun^ions.        •        #        •        •         jpia 

To  ftapip  new  vigor  on  the  nervous' line.        ^ 

'  Churchill  * 
•    I.  if- 

'The  humble  Petition  of  tht  CmjunffioHs  c^puIaiUm 

and  dhjunOivei  fhewingp  &c.  &a  :        s 

...  .    •      ..  ^ 

Sir, 

UPON  the  Icttlenient  of  the  eig^t  parts  cjf 
^ech  in  £nglaiid>  it  was  mutually  agreed  be« 
tween  our  fanuly^to  dueft  their  coadu^  toonp 
,obje6t — the  promotion  of  converfation  and  wri- 
ting. We  afterwards  determined  (a  ieparatipn. 
being  found  ncceflary)  to  aflift  each  other  upoa 
every  occafton>.  and  on.no  account  to  counter^ 
work  the  plans  of  our  brethren.  Contrary  to 
thefc  terms,  but  and  if  have  conlpired  to  thwa:  t 
tlie  intentions  of  the  Petitioners.  Fr«m  their 
f ingratitude  the  mofl  inefGcient  excu(es  arife  i  the 
moil  liberal  and  laudable  a£fcs  of  chari^are. with- 
held i  and  the  moft  magnanimous  exploits  fruf- 
trated.  Under  their  tutelage,  cowardice  aflunnfis 
the  Ihield  of  courage,  avaiice  the  purfe  of  libe- 
rality, and  gallantry  the  mafk  of  conquefl. 

A  receni  example,  drawn  fi-om  life,  will  be 
fufficient  to  convince  you,  Mn  Xouchftone,  haw 
jufl  our  compIaLit  is>  and  thcneceflity  of  redrefs. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  9eMvo]us  riequeftcd  a  fmall  fum  for  dM 
refief  of  an  officer's  widow  from  a  maiij  wfaoft 
converittion  in  company  excited  fanguine  expec- 
tations of  his  liberality^  We  (the  ConjunfiioDS 
€ofulativiJ  iounediately  ofiered  our  afiiftancc: 
fAr^  Benerolus  then  concluded  his  entreaty.  ^^^ 
die  praftice  of  charity  is  fo  laudirfilej  ami  becaifi 
%  fublequent  reward  is  promifedj  therefore  wc 
jhould  obey  its  difbtes^  that  wc  may  fulfil  a 
principal  portion  of  our  moral  duty.*'  An  helpleis 
l^idow  and  five  children  would  dius  have  been 
raiied  from  indigence  to  a  temporary  fuccour^ 
but  the  intrulkm  of  that  inhuman  creature^  if^ 
cndrely  blafled  the  anticipated  generofity  of  a 
man,  1^0  felt  the  WUrmeft  gratification  in  afllft- 
ing  the  unfortunate.  '*  I  fympadiizci"  anfwered 
his  friendj  <'  with  the  misfortunes  of  others^  and 
would  cheerfully  afiiiik  this  wretched  family^  if  it 
was  in  my  power/* 

If  /  was  fituated  in  your  capacity,  fays  one 
perfon,  my  conduft  Jhould  be  very  different  from 
your's.  If  /  was  Minifter;  exclaims  another,  I 
could  foon  raifc  the  price  of  fkocks^  or  reduce  the 
National  Debt.  If/  was  one  of  the  Qyorum^  I 
would  certainly  reform  the  dvil  polity. 

From  thefe  examples  it  is  evident  it  is  fu 
detrimental  to  the  execution  of  vimKms  a&ionsi 
tliat  every  individual  ihould  banifh  himlelf  ii'om 
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his    (bciety,  except  upon  urgent  and  laudable 
occafions. 

The  confequences  derived  from  the  behavior 
r  of  BUT,  prove  equally  injurious.  Its  e£Fefts  arc 
\  chiefly  felt  in  attachments  to,  and  unions  with, 
the  fair.  When  beauty  and  innate  goodncfs  fall 
martyrs  to  the  deceptive  baits  of  impoftors,  when 
the  texture  of  deceit  is  unravelled,  and  the  maze 
I  of  artftil  iniquity  difcovercd,  the  enraged  parent 
I  with  our  affiftance  (the  conjunftions  disjunSlive) 
j^  thusaddrefles  the  injurer  of  his  family:  '^  Ufilefs 
r-  you  make  a  proper  atonement  by  marrying  my 
daughter,  or  quitting  the  kingdom,  although  the 
r  .  ''igor  of  the  law  might  be  cxercifed,  for  the  an- 
'  Hals  of  N<*wgate  cannot  produce  a  more  atioci- 
I  ous  villain  than  you,  I  Ihr.U  certainly  beftow  that 
i  manual  chaftifement  of  which  you  are  deferving." 
'  After  a  moment's  paufc  he  abruptly  leaves  the 
room,  concluding,  "^«/ 1  leave  you  to  the  reflec- 
tive tormeirts  of  confcience," 

Thus  villainy  triumphs  over  virtue,  and  im- 
j>ofturc,  though  detcfted,  is  permitCf  d  to  exult  in 
Its  art ;  a  meritorious  punilhment  was  omitted, 
Py  the  interpofition  of  but. 

The  hopes  of  many  clandeftine  marriages  are 
Entirely  blafted  by  the  fuggeuions  of  but.  The 
parenti  pardon  their  imprudence,  but  are  refolved 
^  4^finher|t  thern  for  their  breach  of  duty.  They 

oftC!! 
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often  aft  in  concert  in  the  fame  fentence ;  ^you 
were  a  man  of  honor,  I  would  not  bear  fo  great 
an  indignity  $  iut  you  are  beneath  my  notice. 

Monopolies  in  trade  are  always  deemed  inju- 
rious to  fociety,  and  detrimental  to  individuals: 
in  a  conBned  circle  the  damage  muft  confequendy 
prove  weightier,  when  a  combination  is  formed 
againft  the  aggregate  body.  The  ill  conduct  of 
BUT  and  IF  muft  diercforc  be  fevcrdy  felt  by  their 
companions,  who  relying  upon  your  afliftance, 
remain 

Your  fervants  at  command. 

The  Conjunctions  copulative  and  disjun£lhi. 
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SATURDAY,  Fthrunry  ai,  178^ 


Monjlro  quod  ipfe  tibi  po£is  dare.  Ji)  V  £  N  A  U 

«         .         -        What  I  (how 
Thyfelf  may  freely  on  thyfcif  beftow, 

DRYDfiN*. 

V^o  Timothy  Touchstone,  Ffq. 
SIR, 

X^  ROM  the  flattering  patronage  I  met  with  at 
Paris,  and  the  iiniverfal  encouragement  I  expe- 
rienced from  the  Englifli  Nobility,  and  falhion- 
able  circle  in  that  city,  I  am  induced  to  offer  an 
improvement  to  that  nation,  by  whom  merit  is 
S  f  courted. 
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courted,  genius  protefted,  and  with  whom  libc* 
rality  abounds.  A  long  lift  of  witncffcs  to  the 
cflcntial  utility  of  my  plan  would  be  nugatory 
and  fuperfluous :  originality  will  be  foon  diftinr 
guifhed,  and  its  intrinfic  worth  prove  its  moft  ef- 
ficient recommendation.  I  hope  you  will  excufc 
thi$  fcl£-arrogated  praife,  of  which  time  Hfiuft  de- 
termine, whedier  I  am  deferving. 

It  is  my  intention  very  foon  to  open  an  Aca- 
demy in  St.  James's-'-ftreet,  where  grown-up 
gendemen  will  be  taught  the  principles  of 
walking ;  by  which  the  lateft-imported  moft  fa- 
fliionable  gait  and  eafieft  gefture  naay  be  ac- 
quired ;  the  leflbns  are  purpofely  explained  in  diQ 
fimpleft  terms,  that  the  moft  unenlightened  fcho- 
lar  may  not  be  difcouraged,  but  liberate  himfeif 
from  the  manacles  of  native  aukwardnefs. 

As  the  Triflers  are  efteemed  an  agreeable  lounge 
by  the  beau  monde  during  the  tortures  of  an  hair- 
drcffer,  or  a  deficiency  of  chit-chat  at  breakfaft  5 
I  have  preferred  tliis  mode  of  application  as  a  prin- 
cipal dificmination  of  my  fcheme, 

A  patent  is  preparing,  for  though  Ariftotle  may 
anticipate  the  invention  of  a  Walking  Acadnnyy 
the  modern  fchool  differs  in  every  point  from  the 

antient, 
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•andent,  and  its  utility  will  obtain  more  general 
fuppoh  arid  liberal  praife; 

The  ftudcnti  before  his  entrance,  muft  be  ini* 
tiated  in  the  fundamental  principles  of  dancings 
be  well  acquainted  with  the  five  pofitions,  parti- 
cularly the  fourth  and  fifths  and  pradife  for  fome 
time  la  plus  degagee  methode  of  holding  a  ftick; 
cafe  muft  be  ftudicd,  and  the  body  carried  in  a 
carelefs  manner i  no  violent  exertions  are  required; 
to  point  the  toe  properly  is  the  moft  difficult 
ftep.  Thofc  gentlemen  who  have  tender  feet 
may  be  accommodated  with  carpets  :  as  foon  as 
the  ftudents  are  perfefted  in  the  theory,  the  lef- 
fons  may  be  praftifcd  up  and  down  St.  James's 
and  Bond-ftreetj  and  (hops  are  engaged  for  the 
relief  of  thofe  who  may  be  fatigued  with  the  ^.v- 
ercife. 

Such  is  the  fyftem  I  proppfe  to  our  fa(hionablc 
young  men,  which,  I  hope,  will  meet  with  your 
recommendation,  as  it  will  be  very  ferviceable  to 
Your  conftant  Reader, 

Lewis  La  Mode. 

N.  B.  Proper  drefles  are  lent  upon  the  moft 

reafonable  terms  :  round  hats  of  all  fizes,  waUcing 

boots,  bludgeons  and  canes  from  twenty  inches 

to  three  feet,  and  from  a  quarter  of  an  inch  dia- 

itietcr  in  the  centre  to  ten  inches. 

I  have 
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I  have  ferioufly  coufidered  the  concents  of  Mr. 
La  Mode's  letter,  which  meets  with  my  difap* 
probation,  as  tending  to  promote  and  encourage 
an  indolent  difpolltion  in  a  clais  of  individuals, 
whofe  conduft  reflcfh  dilhonor  on  the  eighteenth 
century. 

Since  the  charaders  of  a  groom  and  ftrollhig 
player  are  affumed  by  men,  whofe  fituation  in  life 
enables  them  to  gratify  a  whimfical  fancy,  and 
pfeafe  a  verfatile  difpofition;  when  the  fenate- 
houfc  is  deferted  for  the  ftable;  when  (harpers  arc 
rewarded,  and  merit  is  neglefted,  every  luxuri^ 
0113  novelty  and  fafhionable  trifle  will  be  encou- 
raged. 

The  number  of  zaalki;;g  jockies  daily  incrcafej 
and  when  I  confider  the  various  accidents  to 
which  horfcmen  aie  expofed,  pedeftrian  appears^ 
the  more  eligible  exercile.  It  has  been  the  fuc- 
ccfbful  attempt  of  modern  declaimers  to  fliew  the 
advancement  of  improved  manners,  to  extol  the 
refinement  of  the  prefent  times,  and  depreciate 
jthe  rude  and  unpolifhed  cuftoms  of  our  ancef- 
tdrs ;  biit  though  luxury  increafes  literature,  and 
deprefles  barbarifm,  it  is  the  fureprognoftic  of  ± 
declining  date. 

Thai 
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The  cfFeminacy  and  licentious  conduft  of  our 
fafhionable  youths,  mud  certainly  imprefs  the 
moft  unfavorable  ideas  in  the  minds  of  ftrangers.] 

An  Epidemical  liiailia  of  imbibing  the  foibles 
of  our  continental  neighbours  has  prevailed  for 
fome  time ;  liberal  candor  and  the  fimpkx  mutt'- 
ditiis  have  been  exchanged  for  frivolous  levity, 
and  abfurd  foppery. 

That  the  charms  of  an  agreeable  perfon  derive 
additional  allurements  from  the  aflTiftance  of  drefsj^ 
is  not  an  idea  founded  upon  Utopian  principles; 
in  early  praftice  of  this  fentiment  may,  however, 
prove  detrimental  t  th^  caufe  may  originate  from 
a  laudable  motive,  but  the  efFeft  will  be  attended 
with  the  moft  fcrious  confequences.  Nature 
may  certainly  be  aided  by  art,  but  peculiar  pe- 
netrative faculties  Ire  effential  to  the  exercife  of 
our  judgment. 

Ornaments  were  primarily  intended  to  attraft 
the  attention  arid  excite  the  applaufe  of  others  9 
fome  Gngular  fafliions  were  introduced  to  con- 
ceal the  natural  deformities  of  thofe  who  were! 
placed  in  an  elevated  fituation. 

finca-r 
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Encomiums  laviihed  upon  the  tafte  of  an  indi* 
Tidual  excite  the  whifper  of  vanity,  that  his  per* 
fon  is  improved  by  ornament.     Elated  with  this 
idea,  he  commences  judge  of  his  own  charms, 
and  abuies  the  afiiftance  of  art>  and  concludes, 
that  a  profufion  of  drefs  muft  confequently  dif- 
play  him  to  greater  advantage ;  this  ill-founded 
opinion  (in  both  fexes)  has  roufed  a  ridiculous 
ambition  of  excelling  each  other,  and  envy  has 
induced  them  to  depart  from    that  fynunctry 
which  eftablilhes  a  fine  appearance* 

The  difficulty  of  reformings  and  the  hazard 
of  incurring  the  diiplcafure  of  the  fair  fcx,  pre- 
clude me  from  offering  my  advice  on  an  article 
of  luxury,  to  which  they  employ  fo  much  in- 
duftry,  and  with  concern  I  add,  beflowfuch  un- 
remitted pains  in  rendering  themfelves  lefs  agree- 
able :  without  doubt  they  are  ignorant  of  their 
own  interefts  j  for  the  regularity  of  dieir  features 
is  difguifed  to  procure  the  defired  effeds  of 
making  themfelves  more  pleafing  to  our  lex-; 
diis  compliment  is  an  additional  obftacle  againfl; 
tlie  defeat  of  their  purpofe,.  or  expofure  of  the- 
fantaftic  frippery  of  female  ornaments* 

1  find  with  regret,  that  faftiionable  abfarditics 
are  the  idok  of  naany  young  men>  whofe  emulous 

ambition- 
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stmbition  of  becoming  the  votaries  of  folly,  has 
carried  every  article  of  drefs  to  an  extreme,  dif- 
gracefiil  to  an  enlightened  nation* 

Falhion  is  almoft  expofed  to  as  many  vicifli- 
tiides  as  the  atmdphere ;  when  a  man  is  once  en- 
lifted  under  its  banners,  he  folely  devotes  his 
time  tm  the  execution  of  its  commands*  Every 
other  idea  is  banilhcd,  and  his  mental  faculties 
(which  in  general  are  not  ftrong)  are  racked  in 
the  invention  of  new  fafliions ;  literature,'  and 
every  other  intelleftual  improvement,  are  tafks 
too  laborious  and  beneath  die  confidcration  of  a 
Man  of  the  world  y  fuch  is  the  title  affumed  by 
thefe  gilded  butterflies. 

The  grand  principle  which  induces  them  to 
adopt  thefe  grotefque  whims,  is  to  gain  the  at- 
tention of  the  fair.  Arrayed  in  the  magnificent 
difplay  of  fafliionable  levity,  they  injucficioufly 
dangle  after  the  fair,  as  an  appendage  to  their 
equipage.  If  they  underftood  the  difpofition  of 
female  minds,  they  would  devote  to  internal  im- 
provement the  time  wafted  in  the  abfurd  decora- 
tion of  their  perfons.  An  extreme  obfervance 
offafliion  deftroys  the  cffeft  of  their  real  exter- 
nal qualifications ;  although  it  calls  the  attention 
of  rh<\v  Juppofid  admirers,  it  creates  pity,  and  ex- 
cites^ 
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cites  difgufl:  in  the  eyes  of  females,  whofe  pow* 
crs,  they  faJfely  imagine,  are  incapable  of  dif- 
crcing  tlieii  ^-  ignorance  and  vanity. 

Thefe  failings  in  general  fpring  from  an  intd- 
leftual  weakncfs  rather,  than  a  depravity  of  fctl- 
ing.  An  inordinate  paflion  to  be  admired,  an^ 
the  flattery  of  applaufe,  eafily  extend  their  influ- 
ence on  men,  whofe  minds  arc  fufceptiblc  of  the 
nioft  trivial  impreflion. 

The  contents  of  the  following  letter,  from 
which  fome  of  thefe  obfcrvations  arofe,  will  give 
additional  weight  to  the  expofure  of  foibles  (not 
to  life  an  harfher  name)  that  cait  a  gloomy  prof- 
peft  over  our  national  tafl:e,  and  therefore  require 
the  mod  poignant  ridicule  to  effeft  their  refor- 
mation. 


r# 
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To   Timothy  Touchstoke. 


Sir, 

I  lately  paid  a  vific  to  a  friend,  whofe  con* 
yiviality  and  good-humor  had  gained  him  the 
appellation  of  zjolfy  fellow. 

Mirth  and  rational  amiifement  employed  the 
attention  of  a  large  circle  for  fome  time,  when 
the  fervant  announced  Sir  Harry  Brilliant  and 
his  friend  Dick  Dafh,  two  ftars  of  faftiion,  better 
known  by  the  name  of  bucks.  They  entered 
the  room  arm  in  arm,  like  two  Brentford  kings ; 
the  extraneous  figures  of  thefe  two  petU  maitres 
awakened  fenfations  of  laughter  in  the  counte- 
nance of  the  whole  company.  Whether  avarice 
or  poverty  (for  the  ampleft  refources  will  finally 
fink  in  the  quickfandsof  diffipation)  was  the  rea^ 
fon  of  Daih  not  allowing  his  tailor  fuHicient  cloth> 
or  whether  Snip  taking  the  advantage,  concluded 
he  could  apply  it  to  as  good  an  ufe  as  his  cufto* 
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mer>  I  could  not  determine,  but  the  moment  hi 
turned  his  back,  I  could  compare  him  to  no  ani- 
mal, fo  appofite,  as  a  fox  without  his  taiL  The 
figure  of  the  other  was  equally  as  ridiculous: 
with  the  afftflied  air  of  a  complete  coxcomb  he 
negligently  applied  to  his  eye  a  glafs,  which  was 
fufpended  to  his  button-hole  by  a  yellow  ribband, 
which  at  firft  fight  a  ftranger  might  have  miftook 
for  the  infigniaof  fome  foreign  order.  Upon  the 
chimney-piece  was  a  fmall  but  excellent  ftatue  of 
Venus,  with  this  motto,  QeotpXofii^uiifrs  which 
being  obferved  by  the  near-fighted  Baronet,  he 
dropped  his  glafs,  heaved  a  figh,  and^  as  a  fpeci- 
men  of  his  abilities,  remarked.  It  was  an  arrani, 
bore  to  be  terrified  with  the  fight  of  hierogly- 
phics, which  iome  years  back  had  been  the  caufe 
of  io  much  anxiety  to  his  mind ;  bui  he  was  de- 
termined never  to  open  a  Greek  book  agsun. 
«  Oh,  Dick,  I  am  fopeftered/'addreflTmg  himfdf 
to  his  companion,  ^^  with  my  hatter,  that  I  can 
employ  him  no  longer :  I  gave  particular  orders 
about  tlic  cock,  as  I  was  engaged  to  open  Lady 
FiUagre's  ball  with  Mifs  Fulmer.  After  the 
minuet,  to  my  aftonifliment  I  was  told  it  did  do( 
cov^r  my  eye-brows  evenly^  the  right  fide  being 
thrf-'fixth  part  of  an  inch  lower  than  the  left :  ^f(m 
k^aimr  'twas  an.  intolerable  misfortune^  as  many 

ladies 
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ladies  were  prefent,  who  are  pining  for  me,  and 
affirm,  that  I  am  j^  charming  creature ;  but  Lady 
Backbite  was  there,  whofe  penetrating  eye  miift 
have  obferved  this  want  of  judgment,  and  Ihc 
will  certainly  fpread  it  like  wildfire  through  the 
circles  of  high  life.*'  His  companion  during 
thefe  remarks  was  applying  a  fmelling-bottlc  to 
his  nofe,  obferving  the  heat  of  the  room  quite 
overcame  him  ;  his  fpirits  were  dejefted,  and  he 
(hould  faint,  unlefs  he  retired  into  the  air.  They 
confcnted  to  lounge  at  the  Opera,  and  therefore 
took  leave  of  a  company,  whofe  fociety  they  had 
dillurbed  by  their  ridiculous  conduft  and  imper- 
tinent converfacion. 

The  charaftcr  of  the  Baronet  I  was  well 
acquainted  with,  but  as  I  had  never  feen  his  com- 
panion before,  I  enquired  into  the  life  of  a  man 
whofe  behaviour  had  excited  difguft,  and  awa- 
kened my  difpleafure.  ^^  He  is,  faid  my  friend, 
the  fon  of  a  merchant,  whofe  induftrious  appli- 
cation to  bufinefs  has  raifed  him  to  the  comfort- 
able ftate  of  independance.  As  he  was  deprived 
himfelf  of  the  advantages  of  liberal  inftrudion, 
he  was  determined  that  this  deficiency  fliould  ne- 
ver be  alledged  againft  his  fon,  whilft  it  was  in 
Jiis  power  to  beftow  an  education  upon  him  ade- 
quate 
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quate  to  his  fortune.  The  rudiments  ofliterature 
he  Jbould  h9,vc  received  under  the  infpefbion  of  a 
private  tutor,  who  was  liberally  rewarded,  but 
.finding  that  his  pupil  was  infenfible  of  admonition, 
and  that  every  effort  proved  fruitlefs,  he  permit- 
ted him  to  aft  as  the  whim  of  a  changeable  dif- 
pofition  fuggefted.  At  the  proper  age  he  was 
removed  to  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  and  en- 
tered a  Gentleman  Commoner,  where  from  his 
taciturnity  he  acquired  the  title  of  Orator  Mimi. 
His  father,  whofe  principal  charafteriftic  was 
pride,  allowed  him  a  fum,  far  beyond  his  de- 
ferts,  for  which  he  was  enjoined  to  keep  as  large 
a  retinue  and  fpend  as  much  money  as  the  firft 
Peer's  fon,  upon  pain  of  difinheritance.  Thus 
fituated,  he  applied  himfelf  entirely  to  undcrftand 
the  qualities  of  horfes,  and  though  he  feldom 
Ipoke,  except  upon  the  fubjefts  of  hunting, 
fhooting  or  drefs,  he  valued  himfelf  upon  the 
ability  of  drinking  more  wine  than  the  flrongcft 
man  in  the  Univerfity.  He  has  made  the  tour 
of  France  in  company  with  a  Nobleman  and  Sir 
H^rry  j  the  French  language  he  is  totally  unac- 
quainted with,  the  cuftoms  and  manners  of  the 
people  he  is  likewife  ignorant  of,  as  the  attain- 
ment of  knowledge  is  a  tafk  too  painful  far  a 
man  of  his  fortune,  Ht  i%  lately  returned^  and 
S  every 
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every  night  appears  at  the  Opera,  Theatre,  or 
fome  rout,  ogling  and  putting  every  woman  of 
modefty  to  the  blufti,  imagining  his  perfon  pof- 
fciTes  an  influence  over  the  fair,  as  atcradlive  a» 
the  powers  of  magnetifm.  Strange,  that  fuch 
beings  fhould  exift  to  difgrace  fociety ! 

B. 


Timothy  Touchftone  is  extremely  Jonry  that  be  has 
Jo  long  ncgieSIed  this  CorreJpondenV s  favor . 

A   Vii-LAGE    Fireside. 

WHEN  nature  pines  beneath  a  hoary  vcft. 
And  winter  frowns  in  rugged  tempefts  dreft, 
When  gentle  ftreams  no  longer  murm'ring  flow. 
And  frozen  lakes  their  icy  mirrors  (how. 
Then  village  ruftics  round  the  blazing  hearth 
Confume  the  heavy  hours  in  harmlcfs  mirth. 
And  as  they  blithfome  quaff  the  nutbrown  ale. 
Each  peafant  tells  his  coarfe  unftudied  tale. 
How  many  a  ghoft  oft  leaves  his  flinty  bed. 
To  bring  down  vengeance  on  the  guilty  head ; 
How  often  village  maids  have  been  deceiv'd 
By  perjured  matiy  have  liften'd  and  believ'd. 
Till  fold  for  wealth,  or  facrific'd  to  pride. 
Like  fading  lilies  droop*d  their  heads  and  died, 

Whofe 
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Whofe  ghofts  oft  fhinc  amidft  the  fliadcs  of  night, 
And  gleam  revengeful  in  their  lover's  fight ; 
The  peafant  crowd,  with  reverential  fear. 
Regard  thefe  tales,  and  tremble  whilft  they  hear, 
I  n^lofer  circles  throng  around  the  fire^ 
And  dread  to  hear,  yet  timidly  defirc; 
Each  blaftof  wind,  that  murmurs  o*er  the  heath, 
Swift  fancy  paints  a  meflenger  of  death ; 
And  foon  as  night  her  dewy  moifture  flieds. 
The  rultic  crowd  afcend  their  homely  beds 
Witli  heated  faricies  and  diftcmper'd  heads^ 
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tills  profpeft  of  cnfuing  picafure  infpircd  me 
with.  The  abode  of  my  friend's  Dulcinea,  I 
muft  own,  in  feme  meafurc  abated  the  fanguinC' 
nefsof  nny  expeftations;  but  the  warmth  of  my 
wilhes  ovcr-rv.led  fo  flight  an  objeftion,  and  re- 
minded me  of  many  a  firft-rate  Belle,  whofc 
beauty  had  formerly  been  confined  to  the  narrow 
circle  of  a  mean  neighbourhood,  and  there,  like 
a  flower  that's  "  born  to  blufa  unfeen,"  had 
nearly  pined  away  doomed  to  be  ncgleftcdl,  and 
*^  wafte  its  fweetnefs  on  the  defert  air."  Full  of 
thefe  fentiments/and  fondly  flattering  myfelf  with 
the  honor  of  introducing  an  handfome  woman  to 
the  admiration  of  the  crOvvd,  and  the  envy  of  my 
brother  Bucks>  I  followed  my  guide  up  two  pair 
of  ftairs,  and  was  by  him  ulhercd  into  a  daik  and 
wretched  room,  where  the  figure  of  a  Female  in-, 
llantly  fixed  my  attention. 

So  properly  the  objeft  of  aflliftion. 

That  heav'n  ivas  pleas'd  to  make  diftrcfs  become 

her. 
Arid  d'^ejfed  her  moft  aqiiably  in  tears. 

YOUNC. 

Mifery  had  indeed  preflTed  her  with  an  heavf 
hand,  and  plucked  the  rpfc  of  beauty  from  bcr 
cheek,  yet  even  thus  Ihe  was  lovely :  that  diftrcfs 
>vhich  Jiad  robbeel  her  of  a  thoufand  charms,  haj^ 


The    Trifi,er.  513 

aKb  written  refignation  in  her  countenance.  At 
fight  of  my  friend  flic  reared  her  downcaft  headV 
and  vanquifhed  me  with  the  languor  of  a  once 
fparkling  eye.  My  companion  introduced  me  as 
one  who  was  come  with  adcfire  of  relieving  her 
diftrcfs  :  (he  ex])rcired  her  acknowledgments  in 
a  voice  which  might  have  tamed  the  fiercenefs  of 
a  favage,  and  that  with  fuch  a  look  as  told  me 
*'  from  what  (late  Jb€  fell."  Her  hu/band,  fti^ 
laid,  for  whofe  fake  Ihe  forfook  an  aged  and  in- 
ilulgent  father,  was— dead:  her  dear  William, 
who  had  loved,  cherilhed,  and  maintained  her, 
and  had  got  into  fo  good  a  line  of  bufinels  as  to 
keep  her  genteelly,  had  that  very  day  month 
breathed  his  lad.  His  love  for  her  Kad  given 
ioofe  to  his  imprudence^  and  fufJered  him  to  ex- 
pend all  his  little  on  her,  not  doubting  but  that 
the  fame  kind  Providence  which  had  given  him 
that,  would  not  fail  to  reward  his  future  induftry, 
and  augment  his  fmall  ftock  o(  wealths  She  was 
reduced  to  take  up  with  her  prefent  mean  habita- 
tion, nor  could  Ibc  any  longer  afford  to  pay  even 
for  that :  as  for  herfelf,  Ihe  had  but  one  willi,  to 
fhare  her  William's  grave,  and  joiii  his  departed 
ipirit  J  it  was  her  mod  earneft  hope,  her  prayer 
by  day  and  night,  ^^  but  even  herfe,*'  added  (hci 
"  there  is  an  obftacle  which  1  ftruggle,  but  irt 
Vain,  to  fwrmount— -a  dear  bov>  the  fole  pledge 
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of  my  William's  paffionr  looks  up  to  me  for  Irfir 
tnd  proteftlon;  and  while  my  love  and  mifcff 
prompt  me  to  wifh  for  inftant  death,  my  afieC<- 
don  for  my  child  whirrs  me  to  pray  for  life, 
and  ftriveto  flem  the  current  of  my  calamides," 
She  would  have  proceeded^  but  I  could  bear  it 
no  longer.  I  thanked  heaven  that  had  (enc  mer 
to  fuccour  and  to  fave  her,  and  with  thole  feel^ 
ihgSy  which  nothing  but  the  confcioufiiefs  of  a 
good  aftion  can  infpire,  changed  her  tale  of  woe 
to  a  drain  of  real  and  heart-felt  gratitude.  My 
friend  had  met  with  her  in  the  fame  pQrfult  in 
which  he  had  engaged  me,  and  oblerved  to  mc 
the  truth  of  a  remark,  that  there  is  (carce  any 
evil,  from  which  feme  good  may  not  be  dcdu<- 
ced,  provided  we  weigh  the  rAatter  wdl^  and 
make  a  juft  ufe  of  the  goldeti  opport!uhity. 
With  refpeft  to  myfclf,  I  can  with  trudi  affirm, 
that  nevtr  in  my  life  was  I  difappointed  iamucli 
to  my  own  fatisfitftion,.  nor  ever  did  I  fb  fenfibly 
experience  the  merit  of  doing  a  good  deed;  nay, 
ftill  more,  of  converting  Lewdnel^  iato  Charity, 
and  dropping  every  thought  which  tended  to 
difgrace  me,  to  fly  to  the  relief  of  a  poor  diftrefled 
Widow,  and  fnatch  an*  innocent  Bab»  frotn  tbxf 
gaping  jaws  of  deaths 

C 
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Xtulta  fidem  profiujfa  levant^  ubi  pknius  aquo 

Laudat  zcnaksy  qui  vult  ixtruJere  merces.     HoRACE. 

He  fmks  in  crt;Jit,  who  attempts  to  riiife 

His  venal  wares  with  over-rating  praife.     Francis* 

To   Timothy   ToucitsTONE. 

S  I  R» 

\  Revolved  in  my  mind^  an  hundred  tinles. 
Whom  I  fliould  addrefs  this  letter  to^  at  laft  the 
thought  occurred — none  (o  proper  as  yourfelf^  a 
Trifler  by  profefnon>  confcquendy  a  man  of  pa- 
.tienee>  and  more  likely  to  bear  with  me>  Ihould 
I  l)e  a  little  prolix  in  my  narrative.  I  ani  firit  to 
acquaint  you,  that  I  am  oixc  of  the  Simpletons^ 
who,  you  know>  are  nearly  related  to  mod  of 
the  families  in  the  kingdom;  from  the  Prince, 
to  the  Peafant — a  family  particularly  diftin- 
guithed  for  poflefTing  the  Christian  virtues. 
^*  We  hope  all  things,  we  believe  all  things^  &Ck 
&c."  Owing  to  thefe  eminent  virtues,  which 
arc  woven  in  our  conftitution^  we  are  perpetually 
madethe  dupes  of  fomc  defigning  knave.  The 
Cbrjoiiers  (t  Induftrie  come  from  all  quarters  of 
the  world,  (knowing  that  almoft  my  whole  fa- 
mily are  fettled  in  this  ifland)  to  infult  our  un^ 
derftandings,  pick  our  pockets^  and  what  is 
worfe,  oftentirties  to  injiire  cair  conftitutions. 
3ut  the  knaves  which  do  us  the  mod  mifchief, 

are 
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are  ibxA  crafty  ones,  who  by  btrefaced  impil* 
dence  and  fidlhood,  obtain  Iii^  Majefty's  royi! 
Letters  Patent*  There  is  no  withftanding  dicir 
puffs  and  their  patents ;  under  the  lan&ion  of 
tfiem«  they  may  adverdfe  the  moft  glaring  ab- 
furdities ;  were  they  ro  amount  to  impolfibilities, 
fo  much  the  better ;  it  is  the  readied  way  for 
them  to  make  their  fortunes,  and  to  allure  ntf 
relations  to  flock  about  them.  I  remember 
about  twenty  years  ago,  an  honed  fellow,  ibmr- 
where  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hatton-gardes, 
obtamed  a  Patent  to  vend  black  leather  breeches. 
In  his  advertifement  he  aflured  the  public,  that 
the  more  you  wore  his  breeches,  the  blacker  and 
handfomer  they  would  look ;  and  what  was  pe- 
culiar in  his  black  dye,  (contrary  to  all  others, 
which  are  known  to  injure,  and  rot,  whatever 
ilufF  is  dipped  into  them}  k  gave  the  leather 
great  flrmnefs  and  durability^  Enough  faid !  I 
was  impatient  till  I  had  one  of  them  j  and  \o ! 
the  truth",  I  wore  my  breeches  but  feldom,  be- 
fore they  grew'  fo  rough  and  rufletty,  that  I  was 
adiamed  €o  fee  them ;  and  by  fkJing  in  them  a  lev 
times  afterwards,  they  went  all  to  tatters.  I  don^*c 
mention  this,  Mr«  Touchftone^as  any  great  harm 
or  difappointment ;  the  ou^ry  I  make  is  agaii^ 
thofe  knaves  called  Quack-Doftors,  who  not 
•nly  pick  our  pockets,  but  wicb  their  cur  fed  nof- 

trums 
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nusfortune  to  be  a  vaktuditiariaa  a  great  partcf 
injfifcyasvfcUaswbebornaSimpkcon;  wlndi 
is  die  only  apology  I  can  o&r  for  dabbfing  la^ 
much  wkh  quack  medicines  as  I  have  done,  and 
am  DOW  about  to  relate.  Before  the  mcmonabfe 
acra  of  the  leather  brceclies,  I  b^^  widi  tbe  cae- 
lebrated  Batme  it  vif:  I  took  it  as  prefaibod; 
but  was  as  near  as  polfible  lofing  mj  life  by  an 
saflammation  in  my  bowels,  in  confequence  of 
taking  that  harfli  medicine.  I  next  tried  Tiar- 
lington's  Drops,  Anderfon's  Pills,  James's  Ana- 
leptic, cum  multis  aliis ;  and  I  can  iafdy  iay,  I 
received  no  benefit  from  either,  agreeable  co  the 
report  made  of  them  by  their  feveral  puffs :  and 
when  that  is  the  cafe,  the  odds  are,  that  your 
conftitacion,  if  not  mended,  will  certainly  be  in^ 
jured  by  them« 

The  next  that  came  in  my  way  was  the  famous 
Vegetable  Balfam,  an  ixfalUhle  Cure  for  con- 
iumptioRs  aiid  afthmas,  Vou  muft  know,  Mr. 
Touchftone,  I  am  a  little  afBifted  widi  the  laft 
diforden  Without  further  confideration,  I  cried 
out  in  rapture,  *'Wcll!  God  be  prailed  for  all 
his  mercies!  I'll  banifli  my  afthma  for  ever: 
here,  fend  for  one  of  thofe  miraculous  pints  I — 
by  the  way,  I  did  not  know  that  one  of  them 

would 
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would  cofi:  a  guinea,  othcrwife  it  might  have  had 
ibme  influence  over  my  hafty  temper^  as  I  am 
certain  it  would^  over  many  others  in  the  Eke 
predicament  with  myfelf,  who  would  not  he- 
fitate  to  gratify  their  curiofity  at  the  cxpenct 
of  five  (hillingsi  but  would  be  (tapered  at  a 
guinea.  .  All  this  is  obviated  by  the  Dodor^s 
fagacity;  he  has  condefcended  to  iay  every 
thing  of  his  precious  medicinej  but  not  a  word 
of  the  price. — But  to  return,  the  pint  came 
home — it  was  paid  for,  therefore  too  late  to 
be  grumbled  about.  I  took  it  as  prelcnted, 
and  when  it  was  out,  font  for  another,  agree-^ 
able  to  the  old  adage—"  In  for  a  penny,  in 
for  a  pound" — I  took  that  alfo,  but  with  no 
more  benefit  to  my  afthma,  *pon  my  honoo 
Mr.  Touchftone,  than  if  I  had  fwallowed  a  quart 
of  treacle ;  and,  upon  farther  inveftigation,  I 
am  of  opinion,  that  this  famous  vegetable 
Balfim  will  turn  out  to  be  litde  elfe,  than  thai 
much  admired  Symp,  with  a  little  juice  of  lc» 
mon  fqueezed  into  it*  I  had  almoft  forgot  to 
tell  you,  that  With  the  firft  pint  I  received 
two  papers  of  powders,  to  be  taken  if  my  body 
were  relaxed  by  the  other  medicines ;  the  con- 
trary being  the  cafe,  I  madenoufe  of  them; 
md  when  I  fcnt  for  the    laft   pint,  I    defired 

thev 
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they  would  not  fend  any  powders^  having  ibme 
by  me:  but  I  wa^   anfwcredy  that  they  were 
always  fold  togethert  I  could  not  have  the  one 
without  the   other — if  not  for  the    benefit  of 
thepatientf  they  were  for  the  DodorV— a  co- 
gent argument  enough — to  cheat  me  and  my 
brother    Simpletons  cue    of  their    money*    I 
did  not  mind  this  fo  much,  the  infallihU  cure  nut 
in   my  head   all    die  time  I   was  taking   the 
fccond  pint  i  but  when  tliat  was  out,  and  I  had 
occalion  to  recur  to  the  printed  diredions  to 
fee  what  was  next  to  be  done^    I  then  read 
what  bad  efcaped  my  notice  before,  the  honelt 
Dodor's  caution  to  his  patients — i,  e,  **  Jf^f- 
ter  taking  a  quart  httU  of  the  vegetable  Balfam^ 
they  found  no  relief  J  tbej  tnigbt  as  well  give  over 
taking  any  mor/er    I  cried  out^  a  cheat,  a  cheat ! 
and  then,  for  the  firft    time,    began    10   exe« 
crate  the    treacle,  powders,  and  I   am  afraid, 
in  the  paroxyfm  of  my  difappointment,  DoC^ 
tor  and  all— —A  plague  on  fuch  infallibility  ! — 
nothing  more  to  be  done,  and  my  afthma  as 
bad,  if  not  worle  than  ever.— By  this  time  I 
had  leifure  for  reflcdlion,  and  one  of  the  firft 
thoughts  which   occurred    to  me  was — What 
a  Simpleton  I   muft  be!  to  believe  that  a  pint 
or  two  of  treacle  (or  any  thing  elfe  you  pleaie) 
i  ould  infallibly  cure  a  t;onfun:iprjQn  or  afthma.-— 

A  man 
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A  man  might  .as  well  attempt  to  cure  a  broken 
fhin>  by  applying  a  plaifter  on  his  booti  as 
cxpedl  to  heal  wifted  lungsi  or^  a  decayed 
liver^  by  any  fuch  means. — Indeed t. ^e rikin - 
may  heal ;  and  there  are  inftances;  qf  .{^orfens  : 
living  many  years  with  one  k>bo  Qf«  their  lungs 
wafted>  but  no  man^  in  his  fenfes»  would  fup- 
pofc  that  the  plaifter  on  the  boot  healed  the, 
one,  or  that  the  fwallowing  of  a  quart  of  Syrup 
could  cure  the  other.  It  muft  be  allowed  on 
all  handsj  that  no  nation  under  the  fun  is  io 
credulous  as  the  £nglifh>  and  it  is  therefore  made 
the  ftagc  for  quacks  of  every  denomination  to 
figure  on.  If  a  fellow  had  impudence  enougli 
to  advertife>  that  on  fuch  a  day  he  would  fly 
over  the  moorf ;  Lord  !  what  a  number  of  my 
kindred  would  attend,  coft  what  it  would,  to 
fee  the  exploit.  Don't  ftare,  Mr.  Touchftonc, 
there's  no  more  difficulty  in  flying  over  the 
moon,  than  in  a  man's  leaping  into  a  quart 
botde — 'tis  true,  this  exploit  was  not  performed, 
becaule  the  performer  was  fuddenly  taken  illj 
but  to  my  coufins,  who  crowded  the  theatre 
from  top  to  bottom ;  to  make  amends  for 
their  difappointment,  lie  faithfully  promifed 
them>  if  they    would   do    him  the   honor  to 

meet' 
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meet  again  on  that  day   fc'nnight,    he   would 
leap  into  a  pint  bottle. 

It  is  near  forty  years  fmce  this  wonderful  man 
appeared,  and  hearing  nothing  further  ofhinn^ 
made  me  conclude  that  the  family  of  the  Bottle 
Conjurers  was  extinft,  till  the  patentee  of  the 
famous  Vegetable  Balfam  made  his  entrei^  who 
I  fuppofe  is  the  fon,  or  defccndant,  of  the  great 
man  I  have  juft  mentioned.  But  joking  apart: 
I  truft  I  have  no  malevolence  in  my  temper. 
The  refentment  I  feel,  is  felt  by  every  perfon 
who  is  cheated  of  his  money  under  falfe  pretences. 
The  teftimony  of  nine  gentlemen  out  often,  of 
the  horfe-guards,  makes  no  impreffion  on  my 
mind  :  the  Doftor  fays,  they  were  the  only  ones 
he  attempted  to  cure — the  only  ones,  I  prefume, 
in  the  whole  corps,  he  could  feledt  to  anfwer  his 
purpofe,  and  make  a  good  report  of  his  rnedi* 
cines. 

If  every  patient  of  the  doftor's,  who  had  ta- 
ken his  infallible  medicines,  were  honeftly  to 
certify  the  effefts  of  them,  (but  that  is  impofli<« 
ble,  as  the  major  part  of  them  are  already  put  to 
bed  with  a  fhovel)  it  would  be  found  that,  inftead 
of  nine  out  of  ten  being  cured,  as  impudently 

aflertcd. 
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a0btcd>  ther^  wete  mere  cro^ooo/*  prizes  in  die 
State  Lottery,  than  real  confumptivc  peribni 
cured  by  the  vegetaWe  balfam.  I  fpeak  from 
cqierieBce  and  obfcrvanon^  there  are  many 
anrxmg  my  acquaintance  who  have  taken  the 
vegetable  bairam>  but  are  no  more  than  myfeif 
the  better  for  it.  Indeed  one  young  lady,  a 
nei^bour  of  sninej  went  fb  &r  as  to  imagine  flie 
¥ra&  almoft  perfefUy  recovered  by  its  but^  alas  I 
the  next  nxvith  ihc  was  in  her  grave. 

I  will  tre/pafs  on  your  patience  no  longpr  than 
while  I  give  you  one  more  trait  in  die  chara£ter 
of  my  family.  We  pofleis  a  tolerable  fliare  of 
pride;  ib  that  were  a  Simpleton  to  be  tricked  an 
hundred  dmes  out  of  his  money,  he  always  makes 
a  jecret  of  it,  leil  the  world  ihould  look  upon  it 
as  an  impeachment  of  his  underftanding*  Thus 
are  we  ever  precluded  the  benefit  of  information  i 
and  I  am  fure  we  ihall  continue  the  dupe$  of 
deHgning  knaves,  as  long  as  this  iQand  can  keep 
above  water,  unlefs  you,  Mr.  Touchftone,  will 
take  us  under  your  ^ardianlhip^  That  when-r 
ever  cheats  and  inipoftors  of  any  defcripcioa 
come  into  circulation,  you  would  be  kind  enough 
m  your  paper,  which  is  fo  univerfally  read  and 
a4niir€d,  to  give  a  caution  to  the  Simpletoas  to 

b(iware 
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beware  of  them  in  like  manner,  as  wcU-difpofcd 
perfons  oftentimes  do  the  public  agalnft  coun« 
terfcit  coin. 

Your  compliance  with  my  requeft,  will  entidc 
you  to  the  thanks  of  the  major  part  of  the  king- 
dom, as  well  as  of  him  who  is,  with  the  greatelt 
relpecl,  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient,  &c. 

An  honest  Simpleton, 


JVb.  4t. 
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Whether  this  univcrfal  neglcft  of  that,  which 
fhould  feem  to  engage  univerfal  purfuit,  and  irn- 
remitting  diligence,  be  mbft  owing  to  the  obfti- 
nate  prejudices,  or  common  inattention  of  man- 
kind, is  a  point,  the  folution  of  which  would 
afford  fcope  to  more  fpeculative  ability,  than 
truth  will  allow  me  to  boaft  of,  or  tk«  intrinfic 
importance  of  the  queftion  to  beftow.  Modified 
and  varied  as  we  are  in  different  ftations,  and 
with  different  difpofitions,  perhaps  it  would  bt 
impoffible  to  form  a  general  rule  of  action,  ap- 
plicable to  every  occafion,  and  paramount  to  all 
thofe  amiable  tranfgreffions,  which,  though  con- 
trary to  ftrift  regularity,  are  always  grateful  in 
the  perpetration,  and  frequently  endearing  in 
their  confequences.  But  that  individuals  fhould 
feparatively  colleft  from  obfervation  and  religion 
that  ART  of  LIFE  befl  calculated  for  their  own  real 
felicity,  and  folid  fatisfadion,  that  they  Ihould  be 
infpired  by  example,  and  enured  to  difappoint- 
ment,  reconciled  to  labors^  and  patient  in  ad- 
verfity,  is  neither  difficult,,  nor  impofliblc,  hue 
fuch  an  employment  as-  all,  -however  dignified, 
or  however  humble,  fhould  fubmit  to  with  plca- 
fure;  and  accomplifli  with  alacrity.  It  is  on  this 
knowledge  and  praftice  of  the  art  of  life— 
a  knowledge  which  immediately  relates  to  man, 
and  a  pradlict  that  eftablilhes  him  in  Ibciety — 


The    Thifler.  529 

that  virtue  alone  is  founded ;  without  them  arc 
buried  in  aitivity  the  bed  energies  of  humanity  s 
without  them  life  becomes  a  burthen,  and  exift- 
cnce  a  voii 

Of  what  importance  are  all  the  fcientific  arts, 
philofophical  difcoveries,  or  (lores  of  ancient  eru- 
dition to  the  world  in  general,  otherwife  than 
that  they  may  lead  to  a  theoretical  knowledge, 
and  virtuous  convidfcion,  by  which  praftical  du- 
ties are  perhaps  more  flrongly  enforced  ?  Arc 
they  comparable  even  in  dignity  or  influence  to 
that/octal  and  domejiic  wifdomy  by  which  life  is 
r-endered  relpeftable,  happy,  and  elevated,  on 
which  fociety  fubfifts,  and  without  which  every 
veftige  of  civilizatien  would  be  effaced  in  the 
unlimited  triumph  of  barbarifm?  It  muft  in- 
deed be  allowed  that  true  philofophy  and  true 
virtue  are  infcparable;  that  men,  whofe  excel- 
lence in  the  former  is  unqueflionable,  in  mpr^ 
chara&er  are  unimpeachable ;  that  Newton  was 
no  l^fs  a  Chriftian  than  an  aflronomer;  that  by 
many  arts  many  conveniences  of  life  are  pro- 
cured; and  that  frpm  extenfion  of  literature 
fources  of  information  have  arifcn,  by  which  the 
truth  of  Chriftianity  has  been  confirmed,  and  the 
falfe  reafoning  of  Freethinkers  defcrvedly  expofed. 
j3ut  be  it  at  the  fame  confidcred,  that  minds  de- 
dicated 
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dicated  to  abftraft  fcicnce  attend  but  little  to  in* 
ferior  occupations;  that  the  line  between  true  and 
falfe  philofophy  to  the  perception  of  fomc  is  fo 
faintly  delineated,  as  to  be  eafily  or  unintention* 
ally  tranlgreffed  j  that  tranfgreflion  is  irremedi- 
able, and  that  when  once  a  wrong  bias  is  adopts 
ed,  every  trifle  will  affift,  and  no  rcalbn  cradi-r 
cate  it. 

But  I  forget  that  I  am  addrefling  myfelf  to 
thofe,  whom  perhaps  philofophy  will  never  di- 
vert from  their  fituation,  and  whom  of  courfe  its 
dangers  can  never  difturb,  who  keep  the  noife- 
lefs  tenor  of  their  way  carelefs  of  fame,  and  un- 
ambitious of  diftinftion ;  to  thefc  then  let  me 
obferve,  that  the  art  of  life,  which  lies  within 
univerfal  reach,  but  to  them  peculiarly  pertains, 
is  not  only  the  mod  fecure  from  invidioufnels,  the 
moft  eafy  of  attainment,  and  the  moft  grateful 
in  pofleflion,  but  the  moft  exalted  in  honor,  the 
moft  important  in  effcft,  and  the  moft  eflential 
to  human  fatisfaftion.  To  thofe,  who  feclude 
themfelves  from  fociety,  that  they  may  benefit  it 
by  their  refearches,  who  immure  themfelves  in 
the  folitary  fcenes  of  fcience,  the  attachments 
and  endearments  of  life  can  have  no  charms ; 
folitude  is  tJieir  idol,  let  them  then  obey  its  man- 
dates— for  to  diem  the  art  of  exifting  with  their 

fcUo^^- 
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fellow-creatures,  from  whom  they  have  totally 
detached  themfelves,  as  it  is  imprafticable,  is 
unneceffary.  But  there  are  others  in  the  world, 
and  indeed  who  form  the  majority  of  it,  to  whom 
focial  delights  are  acceptable,  who  are  joined  in 
a  community  of  interefts,  and  bound  by  mutual 
reciprocations  of  kindnefs,  and  who  may  there- 
fore be  fuppofed  to  view  with  fome  emotions  of 
regard,  Society— on  which,  as  on  a  bafis,  their 
whole  happinefs  fub fills.  To  fuch  I  would  re- 
commend as  a  ftudy  and  an  eipployment  the 
ART  of  LIFE,  which  Will  tcach  them  in  the  com- 
mon occupations  of  bufinefs — to  refift  with  firm- 
nefs  and  to  comply  with  chearfulnefs,  to  endure' 
misfortunes,  and  fuftain  profperity,  to  relieve 
diftrefs  and  defpife  oftentation— in  fhort,  to 
exercife  virtue  and  love  religion,  not  with  proud 
feverity  and  flavifh  fuperftition,  which  are  cul- 
pable and  vicious  in  tlieir  nature,  and  therefore 
foreign  to  all  that  is  lovely,  and  all  that  is  praife-  . 
worthy— -but  with  meek  complacency  and  ftridt 
fidelity,  with  all  thofe  graces  and  decorums  na- 
turally attached  to  confcientious  exertions,  and 
with  all  that  liberality  of  mind  and  benevolence 
of  difpofition,  which  to  ftrangers  is  prcpoffcfling, 
and  among  intimates,  by  conciliating  trifling  dif- 
pordaricies,  ties  the  bonds  of  friendlbip  in  clofe 
and  indiffpluble  compa^tf 

Bilhop 
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Bilhop  Burnet,  in  his  excellent  account  of  the 
life  and  death  of  Lord  Rocheftcr,  makes  the  fol- 
lowing juft  obfervations,  which  as  they  apply  fo 
ftrongly  in  conflrmation  of  what  I  have  faid,  will 
folicit  excufe  for  the  (pace  that  they  may  occupy. 
**  Nothing  can  conduce  more  to  the  peace,  or- 
der, and  happinefs  of  the  world,  than  to  be  go- 
verned by  its  rules.  Nothing  is  more  for  the 
intereft  of  every  man  in  particular :  the  rules  of 
fobriety,  temperance  and  moderation,  are  die 
beft  preservers  of  life,  and,  what  perhaps  is 
more,  of  health.  Humility,  contempt  of  the 
vanities  of  the  .world,  and  the  being  well  em- 
ployed, raife  a  man's  mind  to  a  freedom  from 
theTollies  and  temptations  that  haunt  the  greateft 
part.  Nothing  is  fo  generous  and  great  as  to 
fupply  the  necefTities  of  the  poor,  and  to  forgive 
iniuri'^s;  nothing  raifes  and  maintains  a  man's 
reputation  fo  much,  as  to  be  exaftly  juft  and 
merciful,  kind,  charitable,  and  compaflionate ; 
nothing  opens  the  powers  of  a  man's  foul  fo  rnuch 
as  a  calm  temper,  a  ferene  mind,  free  of  paHion 
and  diforder  j  nothing  makes  focieties,  families, 
and  neighbourhoods  fo  happy,  as  when  thefc 
rules  take  place — of  doing  as  we  would  have 
others  to  do  to  us,  and  loving  our  neighbours 
as  oiirfelves."  May  it  not  with  truth  be  aflcrtcd, 
fhat.he  who  conforn>s  to  the  art  of  life,  as  ex- 
plained 
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plained  in  the  Bifliop's  words,  is  a  more  noble 
and  exalted  charafter,  a  more  ufeful  member  to 
fociety,  and  a  greater  promoter  of  human  im- 
provement, than  the  man  who  in  poflfefTion  of 
genius  and  more  brilliant  talents,  ridicules  reli- 
gion as  prieRcrafc,  prudence  as  weaknefs,  and 
morality  as  a  theoretical  beauty,  and  pradtical 
abfurdity,  who  tranfgreflcs  all  decency,  and  vio- 
lates every  obligation  of  real  honor,  and  who  in 
the  felf-conlequence  of  pride,  and  the  mean  max- 
ims of  fclfifhnefs,  fecretly  imagines,  that  his  ab:- 
lities  conceal  his  tranfgreflions,  and  publickly  de- 
clares, that  he  is  fuperior  to  the  control  of  vulgar 
dircftion,  and  the  laws  of  vulgar  fociety  ?  Surely, 
to  whatever  refpedt  and  dignity,  rank,  genius, 
and  erudition  may  entitle  an  individual,  it  jdoes 
not  follow  as  a  neceflary  confequence,  that  they 
beftow  on  their  pofleflbr  an  exemption  from  the 
obfervation  of  thofe  cuftoms  which  prevail  among 
mankind,  and  of  thofe  rules,  which  alone  give  to 
fociety  vigor  and  polifli,  and  are  therefore  mu- 
tually due  from  man  to  man  in  die  common.in« 
tercourfc  of  life. 

It  requires  but  littie  lubor  to  overthrow  the  ar- 
guments of  thole-,  who  on  the  plea  of  fuperior  ge- 
nius have  claimed  fuperior  piivileges,  and  arro-* 
gated  to   thcmfelve^  that  yvniQn  gf  applaufq, 

wliick 
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Vrhich  to  render  firm  and  lafting,  requires  thf 
unanimous  confent  of  the  virtuous  and  the  wife. 
,We  need  only  examine  the  ties  by  which  man- 
kind are  united,  and  the  naturie  of  thofe  con* 
neftions,  by  which  they  ftand  related  and  at- 
tached  to  each  other,  and  the  folly  or  the  fraud 
of  thefe  claimants  will  appear  in  colors  too  con- 
temptible for  difpute,  and  too  odious  for  ridi- 
cule. 

To  philanthropic  minds  it  would  be  a  matter 
of  much  confolation,  were  the  art  of  life  ftu- 
dicd  in  proportion  to  its  impoitance,  and  wer« 
thofe  bonds  of  fatal  prejudice  broken,  which  per- 
fuade  men  of  found  abilities  and  found  principles 
to  prefer  the  delufive  charms  of  novelty  in  the 
purfuit  of  idle  {peculation  and  philofophical  ex- 
periments, to  the  more  intrinfically  honorable, 
though  lefs  Ipecious  mode  of  inftrufting  their 
fellow-creatures  in  the  arduous  duties  of  exift- 
cnce — a  mode  of  mental  exertion,  which  would 
convey  to  the  mind  a  ftronger  reflex  fenfe  of 
felf- approbation,  a  more  exquifite  and  refined 
pleafure  of  fympathetic  fenfibility,  than  aftro- 
nomy  could  ever  impart  to  a  Newton,  or  meta* 
phyfics  to  a  Locke. 

It  is  not   without  reafon,  that  Socrates  has 
obtained   the    name  of  the    wifcfl:    philofophcr 
among  the  ancients;  convinced  that  no  know- 
ledge 
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ledge  ^  comparable  to  that,  which .  teaches  u) 
how  to  live,  he  endeavoured  to  infufc  into  the 
minds  of  his  difciples  a  pure  fyftem  of  prac- 
tical morality,  adapted  to  the  common  occafi* 
ons  and  common  occurrences  of  life,  (equally 
removed  from  the  tenets  of  Stoicifm,  which 
would  cxtinguifh  every  generous  paflion,  and 
every  warm  emotion  of  the  human  bread,  and 
from  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  Epicurean  feft, 
whofe  morak  were  vitiated,  and  whofe  appe- 
tites uncurbed,)  and  which,  next  to  Chriftianity, 
may  be  juftly  faid  to  contain  precepts  more 
worthy  of  univerfal  obfervation  and  obedience 
than  any  yet  prefcribed  to  the  world.  This 
great  man  diverted  the  attention  of  his  hear- 
ers from  the  natural  to  the  moral  world,  taught 
them  to  examine  their  own  minds,  before  they 
Invcftigatcd  the  attributes  of  divinity,  and  be* 
fought  them  to  be  fcnfible  of  their  own  xon- 
trafted  undcrftandings  before  they  attributed 
errors  to  Omnifcience,  and  defiled  hinv  with 
the  imputation  of  vice,  who  is  the  origin  of 
virtue,  and   the   model  of  perfeftion. 

Such  was  the  conduft  of  this  philofopher, 
whofe  fame,  no  longer  expofcd  to  the  (hafts  of 
malice  or  envy,  is  now  unblemiflied,  and  whofe 
fuccefs  fliould  animate  fome  prefent  Sage  to 
pmilar  exertion  and 'equal  perfcverance.     But 

perhaps 
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perhaps  the  manners  of  the  present  age  and 
the  age  of  Socrates  are  £o  diJOTerent;  that  what 
he  atchieved  with  fo  much  reputation,  would 
only  entail  ridicule  and  diigrace  on  a  modem 
Frofeflbr. — If  fb — it  at  lead:  becomes  odiert 
to  compenfate  for  the  deficiency  by  felf-in- 
ftru£tion  derived  from  clerical  difcourfes^  and 
worldly  experience,  and  to  coUedt  for  their  o^ 
ufe  that  knowledge,  which  was  the  pleafure 
and  pride  of  the  Athenian  philofopher  to  com- 
municate to  his  difciples« 

Speculation  may  dazzle  far  a  while  the  eyes 
of  iu  votaries,  it  may  entangle  them  in  its  ii>- 
tricacies,  while  its  dangers  advance  impercq>- 
tibly  i  but  at  length  its  perplexity  will  be  ap- 
parent, and  its  fallacy,  not  like  ibme  fallacia 
will  be  innocent,  but  will  involve  in  doubted 
the  word  confequence  and  in  uncertainty  in- 
curable thofcy  who  may  have  purfued  it  beyohd 
the  bounds  of  reafon.  The  canity  of  natural 
and  experimental  fcience  on  the  virtue  ani 
felicity  of  man  need  not  be  pointed  out.  In- 
deed all  knowledge  and  all  arts  infinitely  fall 
Ihort  in  real  utility  and  real  honor  of  the  ART 
of  LIFE,  which  unites  fociety,  and  imparts 
to  thofe,  who  pradtife  it,  tranquillity  of  mindi 
and  all  the  blefCngs,  al^  the  enjoyments  of 
Ytftuti  and  religion^ 
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'i  ■  '        varium  i^  muiaHle femper 
FoEMiNA.  Virgil, 

Woman's  a  various  and  a  changeful  thing. 

Dryden. 


For  the  Poetry  which  has  appeared  in  the  Trifler 
with  the  fignature  of  Z.  I  am  indebted  to  a 
Correfpondent — The  following  Poem  is  in- 
tended as  a  companion  to  The  Perjury  of  Man, 
and  from  the  fame  reafon  urged  in  vindication 
of  that  occupying  the  whole  of  the  Seventh 
Number,  will  no  doubt  be  acceptable  to  aU 
the  lovers  of  fhe  genuine  Muje, 

X   X  THE 
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THE 

PERJURY    OF    WOMAN: 

Atteftcd  in  a  Letter  from 
FREDERICK  to   M  AT  I  L  DA. 


ARGUMENT, 


Matilda,  of  indigent  and  humble  parent Sj  was  admired  hj 
all  the  viUa:refor  her  beauty  andJimpUcity.  Thefoft- 
fiefi  of  her  manners  won  the  hearts  ofTouth  ;  her  affec^ 
tionate  attention  the  ejlcem  of  Age.  Frederick,  a  young 
man  of  fortune^  had  long  admired  her ^  but  the  difference 
(f  their  f.tuations  would  not  with  propriety  admit  of  a. 
conjugal  union  ^  and  his  fenfe  of  honor  objected  to  an  illegal 
c9n?iexion.  His  Love^  however^  foon  overcame  every 
feruple  that  his  Pride  had  for  a  while  fuggejied.  Hi 
Ipared  no  expence  to  render  her  miftrefs  of  every  accem" 
pUJhmcnt  which  a  polite  education  can  afford^  and  be  fan 
beheld  har  apparently  pojfejfed  of  all  thofe  attainments  r#- 
luable  in  woman  5  he  was  happy  in  fucb  em  ineftimaUe 
acquifition^  and  thought  her  worthy  of  bis  band.  Not 
l§ng  after  their  marriage  he  furprixed  ber  in  tbe  arms 
of  an  Adulterer  :  an  i?nmediate  feparation  ^vas  tbe  con* 

fequence^  xvhich  was  preceded  by  tbe  following  Epiflokr/ 
complaint  of  her  ireach^ry^ 


PRE- 
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FREDERICK    to    MAriLD  A. 

THO'  warm  in  youth,  yet  difcontented  grown. 
With  all  the  painted  manfions  of  the  town, 
I  Ghofe  a  fpot  from  off  a  ftriking  wafte. 
And  gave  to  Nature  all  the  charms  of  Taftci 
Heav'n  feem'd  to  help  me  with  indulgent  hand. 
And  fpread  prolific  richnefs  o'er  the  land; 
Fair  as  the  light  each  opening  beauty  grew. 
And  gave  a  fecming  Paradife  to  view  ! 
Hence,  vainly  thinking  all  my  troubles  p^ft, 
I  weigh'd  my  future  bleflings  by  the  laft ; 
But  heav'n  too  foon  reversed  its  generous  plan. 
And  thought  my  happinefs  too  vaft  for  man ! 
And  in  a  blaft  by  fecret  night  withdrew 
All  th'  enraptur'd  landfcape  from  my  view ! 
Thou  waft  that  blafted  fpot  i  in  thee  I  loft 
All  that  my  loving  foul  ador'd  the  moft — 
Did  not  thy  breaft  prophetic  pangs  reveal 
When  firft  thy  fingers  prefs'd  the  blulhing  feal  ? 
Didft  thou  nqt  weep  to  find  that  Frederick's  nam^p 
Had  fign'd  this  faithful  pifturc  of  thy  fhame  ? 
Ev'n  now  thou  weep'ft,  and  like  a  harlot's  tears 
In  every  drop  hypocrify  appears. 
Tho'  floods  of  anguilh  burft  thy  fwelling  eyes, 
Tho'  pitying  heaven  echoes  back  thy  fighs. 
Still  would  I  fcorn  each  forrow  with  difdain. 
And  only  learn  to  triumph  in  thy  pain. 

Woiitar\ 
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Woman  is  taught,  in  childhood's  earlicft  fchool, 
To  feel  by  falhion,  and  to  weep  by  rule— 
To  mafk  her  adtions  with  fedueing  grace. 
And  praftife  lying  beauties  for  the  face  i 
To  nobler  afts,  no  innate  paffion  warms. 
For  her  whole  foul  exifts  in  outward  charms ! ' 
But  what  arc  all  her  charms,  her  faults  to  me? 
Or  why  thus  ccnfure  all  the  fex  for  thee  ? 
Can  harfh  reproach  recall  the  blufh  ofihame? 
Or  forrow  purify  the  tainted  fame  ? 
Then  why  with  angt^r  fwell  the  cenfuring  line. 
For  how  fhall  paffion  eafe  a  care  like  mine  1 
Butftill,  Matilda,  when  with  calmer  view 
My  memory  traces  long-paft  fcenes  with  you, 
Each  imag'd  blifs  condemns  what  rage  began, 
I  yield  the  Lover,  and  forget  the  Man ! 
My  coward  reafon  trembles  to  approve 
Of  other  founds  than  fuch  aswhifper  love. 

.    When  cloy*d  ideas  fhall  no  longer  burn. 
And  thy  calm'd  fancy  can  from  frailty  turn, 
Let  it  recall  the  happy  hours  we  pafs'd. 
When  every  joy  caught  vigor  from  thelaft, 
'Till  fuch  a  height  of  human  blifs  was  giv'n. 
It  feem'd  to  bear  our  lifted  fouls  toheav'n! 
O  blell:,  tormenting  thought !  that  now  deftroys, 
Now  wakes  the  memory  to  forgotten  joys. 

Fearing 
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Fearing  to  think,  yet  panting  to  purfue. 
Dreading  the  fight,  yet  greedy  of  the  view! 
Thus  do  my  thoughts  in  wild  confafion  rove, 
A  raging  anarchy,  thro*  faithlefs  love ! 

Fain  would  my  breaft  its  rebel  care  reveal^  * 
Had  I  a  heart  to  cenfure,  you  to  feel — 
Ev'n  now  your  imag*d  felf,  that  angel  form, 
"Which  nature  moulded  with  fuperior  charm ! 
In  all  its  maiden  purity  appears, 
Awesev'n  in  fancy,  and  rebukes  my  tears ; 
O  beauteous  wandVer,  in  thy  fin  fo  fair. 
Virtue  can  fcarce  from  jealous  fighs  forbear ; 
Whofe  charms  external  yield  fo  rich  a  light. 
It  blinds  the  keennefs  of  the  mental  fight ; 
That  bids  Morality's  ftern  foul  approve. 
And  drown  the  follies  in  delicious  love, 

Fir'd  by  the  thought,  my  prying  mind  fur« 

veys 
The  torturing  period  of  our  blifsful  days. 
When  infant  paflion  blufti'd  with  modeft  ftiame. 
And  in  half  whifpers  lifp'd  its  virgin  flame ; 
While  from  mine  eyes,  like  morning  beams  from 

heav'n. 
To  my  faint  hopes  thy  veftal  fmiles  were  giv'n ! 
Which  from  thy  foul  more  fecret  joysdifplay'd 
Than  infpiration  ev'n  tp  faints  eonvey'd  ! 

Swift 


% 
^ 
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Swift  as  the  breeze,  that  early  wakes  to  fip 
Its  dewy  fragrance  from  morn's  rofy  lip  j 
I  flew  to  greet  thee,  left  the  rifing  day: 
Should,  like  a  rival,  plead  my  cold  dday  ; 
And  as  we  met,  a  ftoic  world  might  fee 
Pure  nature*s  faireft  antitype  in  thee  ! 
With  greedy  eyes,  alternately  we  took 
Life's  fweet  exiftence  from  each  other's  look  5 
And  when  thou  fpok'ft,  each  tone  from  nature^ 

fprung, 
On  the  fond  found  m'  enraptur'd  fenfes  hung. 
And  feem'd  to  kifs  the  mufic  of  thy  tongue  !  - 
Such  hours  recail'd,  my  prefent  griefs  renew, 
Vv  hich  owe  their  origin,  and  curfe,  to  you  ! — 


Ul-fated  hour,  thit  bade  my  pafiion  prove 
The  tender  ir.ftin:l  of  a  genVous  love  j 
That  bade  me,  firft,  debauch  th'  untutor'd  hearty 
With  the  vain  preccpcs  of  cnlighten'd  art  i 
E::pand  thy  notions,  virtiioufly  confiii'd. 
And  wake  t!ie  dormant  genius  of  thy  mind  ; 
From  nature's  fimple  doflrine  bid  thee  ftray. 
To  catch  the  modern  leiTons  of  the  day  ! 
O  curfed  pride,  that  could  fugged  the  plan. 
To  giv'e  the  woman  ccr.ial  fcrifc  v»ich  man  ! 
"Woman,  ir.ore  lovely  with  a  fimple  mind. 
Than  all  the  gaiuly  kno'.vledge  of  mankind  ; 

Who, 
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Who,  from  hcrfelfi  can  virtue's  road  furvey. 
Nor  want  example  to  point  out  the  way; 
lYhofe  firft,  and  natVal  ftudy's  to  improve. 
In  the  rich  fcience,  of  encreafing  love  ; 
To  whom,  fuch  magic  tendernefs  is  giv% 
Her  fond  efteem,  can  make  e'en  earth  our  heav'iv; 
Whofe  very  foul  i&  with  fuch*  charms  replete. 
Without  her  Paradife  can't  be  complete  ! 
Such  was  the  idol,  I  ador'd.in  thee. 
Thou  more  than  law,  religion,  life,  tome ! 
Hadft  thorn  a  wifli,  Matilda,  nurs'd  in  vain. 
Which  reaibn  e'er  could  aflc^  or  man  obtain  ? 
Did  I  e'er  cenfure,  or  in  thought  fufpend 
Th'  expences  female  vanity  attend  ? 
And  yet,  oh  curs'd  refleftion,  fave  the  thought ! 
Whatendleis  mis'ry  has  this  Icindneis  bought ! 
Have  I,  e'er  fmce  our  union  firfl  began, 
Too  much  fargpt  the  lover  in  the  man:  ? 
While  with  pure  tranfports  on  thy  breaft  I  lay, 
Didft  thou  not  oft  repine  at  riling  day  ? 
For  oh,  to  revel  in  fuch  fond  delight. 
Would  make  a  bleffing  of  eternal  night ! 

What  is    the  world  to  me,   now    thou   art 
gone  ? 
Since  of  fthe  world,  I  lov'd  but  thee  alone : — 
As  a  fond  parent  would,  with  partial  eyes, 
I  glorying  faw  fuch  op'ning  beauties  rife  ! 

Then, 
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Theni  with  a  brothet's  cautious  eye  funrey'd. 
The  warm  attention  wondVing  rapture  paid ! 
Till  pride,  no  more  with  ftruggling  nature  ftrovei 
But  haird  me  happieft  guardian  of  thy  love  ! 
Oh,  what  a  blow  !  that  could  fo  foon  dcHroy, 
A  parentis  glory,  and  a  lover's  joy : 
For  if  in  one,  fuch  double  love  could  be, 
Th'  united  paffions  feem'd  to  burn  in  me  ! 
In  one  falfe  hour,  to  drown  in  wanton  fhame. 
The  glorious  tide  of  an  honeft  name ; 
That,  like  the  fun,  emits  fuch  iplendid  rays^ 
All  other  charms  are  darkcn'd  by  their  blaze; 
And  when  this  life's  diurnal  courfe  is  o*er. 
That  fets,  to  rife  more  beauteous  than  before. 


From  focial  joys  my  wandering  fpirits  ftray^ 
Like  fancied  vifions  'fore  the  rifing  day  ! 
At  found  of  man,  my  timid  nature  ftarts,  j 

And  o'er  my  frame  a  guilty  blulh  imparts  ; 
As  if  my  foul,  ftill  prefs'd  fo  clofe  tothine^ 
That  half  its  errors  darted  into  mine  ! 

Such  thoughts  no  longer  Fred'rick*s  bread  in» 
flame. 
For  fick'ning  paflion  dwindles  into  Ihame  ! 
My  wounded  honor  with  indignant  pride. 
Scorns  that  falfe   grief,  which  pity's  felf  muft 
chide  s 

Rouzes 
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Plouzcs  my  fcnfes  from  lethargic  woe, 
And  bids  the  manlier  paflions  freely  flow  ! 
'Which,   choak'd    by   droughty    fevers  of  thy 

love, 
l^ature  could  fcarce  their  ftagnatc  ftrcam  dif- 

folvel 

Thus  wou*d  my  reafon,  but  in  vain,  reprove?        ] 
How  weak  is  reafon  when  oppos'd  by  love  ! 
Thus  would  it  blot  eaeh  fond  idea  paft. 
And  fain  conclude  each  fentence  as  the  laft.^ 
But  how  can  m'cm'ry  from  my  paflion  fly  ? 
Or  mem'ry  living,  how  can  paflion  die  ? 
Since  evVy  pulfe  in  nature  breathes  thro'  love. 
Then  how  fliall  nature  from  herfelf  remove  ! 

Here  let    me    (lop  !    for  oh,  my   pregnant; 
mind,  • 

Ev*n  from  delivery,  fwells  the  more  confined  ! 
My  pen,  as  confcious  of  its  wonted  fway. 
On  thy  dear  name  could  wafte  itfelf  away : 
Yes,  treacherous  woman,  while  his  feelings  live, 
'i^hough  Frcd'rick  can't  forget,    he    muft  for- 
give ! 
Court  with  efteem,  the  pilf  rer  of  thy  fame. 
Exult  in  guilt,  and  glory  in  thy  Ihame  ! 
Let  lufl,  that  gave  you  t'  his  adult'rous  arms. 
Live  in  each  look,  and  wanton  in  thy  charms  : 

Let. 
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Let  not  one  aft  an  honefl  theught  impartj 

Its  flafh  will  ftrikc  thee  from  th*  adorer's  heart; 

For  how  can  virtiic  His  affe6tiotls  win. 

Who  prov'd  thy  fondnels  by  the  worft  of  fin  ? 

No  !  rather  vex  thy  foul  with  pious  care. 
And  keep  it  waking  by  cpntioual  prayV  : 
Fly  from  the  world,  from  all  its  ple^nes  fly, 
Attaiti  the  glorious  knowledge  how  to  die  ! 
And  if  by  faith  to  ftri6t  repehtahcc  won. 
Thou  well  conclud'ft  a  life  fo  ill  begun. 
Oh  may  our  fouls  ftiil  loving,  enter  heav*n. 
And  as  I  now  forgive,  be  both  forgiven. 

Zi 
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^  Thi  chud'Capt  Tow^rs^  the  gorgeous  Palaces^ 
«*  Tbifilemn  Temples^  the  great  Globe  Itfelf^ 
«*  Tia^  all  which  it  inherit^  Jhall  difolve *' 

Shaii^£8pear; 


H, 


O  W  then  can  the  Trifler  hope  to  efcape  a 
fate  common  to  all  the  labors  of  human  in- 
duftry  ?  Time,  which  fubducs  all  things,  has^ 
at  length,  put  a  period  to  the  efforts  of  T  imothy 
Touchftone.  But  ere  the  curtain  i*:  drawn  over 
his  performance,  and  the  pen  falls  from  the  hand 
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of  the  youthful  Moralift,  it  will  be  cxpefted,  thae» 
he  flbould  formally  take  leave  of  his  patronr^ 
and  publicly  df  plarc  why,  when  h^s  little  bark 
appears  fo  fmoQthly  to  glide  down  the  ftrcam  of 
iuccefs^  with  fails  gently  inflated  by  the  breath 
of  popular  fevor,  he  fhould  lay  up  his  veflfel  in 
the  harbor^*,  That  my  fuccefs  has  been  at  leait 
eqi^al  to  my  deferts,  I  am  very  ready  tp  allow-i^ 
But  as  the  work  was  originally  undertaken  with 
the  avowed  intention  of  employing  my  leifure 
hours  onlyy  I  am  refolved  that  no  confideratioq 
ihall  induce  me  to  make  any  plan  of  my  own 
encroach  upon  the  purpofe  for  which  I  was  ad- 
mitted  into  Weflminfler  College  \  and  as  this 
would  be  the  inevitable  confequence  of  its  pro:- 
fecution  at  prefent,  I  think  it  more  advifeable  to 
conclude.  The  above  reafon,  which  would  a- 
lone  be  fufficient  to  flop  the  pro^refs  of  my  pen> 
is  moreover  enforced  t^y  feveral  other  niotives, 
of  inferior  weight,  amongfl:  which,  that  I  have 
already  written  as  much  as  a  boy  ought  to  write, 
ftands  promintnt.  Tq  thofe  who  objeft  to  my 
writing  at  all,  this  is  my  final  anfwer :  it  is  an 
opinion  too  generally  received,  that  whilft  Latin 
and  Greek  are  with  the  greatefl  afliduity  attend- 
ed to  at  public  fchools,  the  mother-tongue  is  al- 
moil  wholly  neglected.  To  controvert  this  opi- 
(uoHj  was  partly  my  reafon  for  afTum^ng  the 
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pen ;  of  my  fucceis>  thofe  that  read  my  per- 
formance muft  determine^  nor  can  tbey  fay 
wor&of  me,  than,  ^^magnis  tamen  excUii  aufis^ 
In  another  point  of  view,  I  likcwife  flatter  my- 
fel^  that  my  eflays  will  not  be  found  void  of 
tiQlity ;  inafmuch,  as  many  giddy  youths,  who 
never  digged  for  the  rich  ore  of  knowledge  thro* 
the  pages  of  the  Rambler,  or  fkimmed  over  the 
iurface  of  fcience  in  the  more  humorous  Specta- 
tor, may  yet  be  impelled  by  curiofity  to  perule 
riie  writings  of  their  companion  \  and  furely, 
the  mod  cenforious  critics  will  allow,  that  fuch 
might  profit  by  the  admonitions  of  T.  Touch* 
ftone.  In  (hort,  if  I  have  committed  an  error> 
it  is  furely  a  venial  one,  fince  none  who  do 
not  chufe  it,  need  be  oSended  at  the  fight  of 
my  writings,  and  therefore  cannot  in  juftice 
require  an  apology,  fihce  to  them  my  labors 
have  never  been  dedicated  i  and  whilft  I  find  the 
public  in  general  well  di(po(ed  towards  me,  I 
fhall  always  difregard  the  cenfure  of  difcontented 
individuals.  It  has  been  a  matter  of  infinite 
pleafure  to  me,  that  where  I  have  cafually  heard 
my  own  writings  feverely  cenfured,  the  reproof 
has  not  been  fingly  fixed  upon  me;  but  that 
writers  of  real  and  acknowledged  merit,  have 
alfo  partaken  of  the  general  blame,  merely  be* 
caufe  they  were  not  born  a  thoufand  years  ago. 

Pe<;haps 
'  + 


J5^  The   Triplsr. 

Perhaps  I  (hould  attempt  a  vindicadon  of  this 
iuppofcd  crimcj  had  not  Horace,  in  his  Art  of 
Poetry,  compleatly  anfwcred  all  pedantic  cri- 
tics, who  allow  no  degree  of  nieri:  to  any  but 
the  Greek  authors  ;  as  to  the  remarks  of  there 
being  a  fufficient  quantity  of  books  already 
written^  and  nearly  as  many  authors  as  readers, 
diey  are  in  themfelves  objeftions  too  ridiculous 
and  futile  todeferve  a  fcrious  anfwer. 

The  next  point  on  which  I  have  to  write  is, 
my  filence  with  refpeft  to  the  fignatures  j  and 
I  do  not  doubt  but  that  my  reafons  for  depart- 
ing  from  the  general  cuftom  of  periodical  wri- 
ters, will  appear  juft  and  farisfaftory  to  the  pub- 
Kc.  For  although  fome  fparks  of  genius  may 
be  apparent,  correftnefs  is  rarely  expedted  to 
be  the  charafteriftic  of  juvenile  writings ;  much 
lefs  when  an  appointed  time  is  fixed  for  the 
publication  of  every  eflay,  the  approach  of 
which  frequently  induces  the  author  to  compofc 
in  hafte,  and  deliver  it  to  the  public  ere  it  has 
been  revifed  by  the  cautious  hand  of  corrcftion — 
confequently  errors  muft  inevitably  be  infertcd, 
on  which  the  fharp  eye  of  criticifm  will  greedily 
fallen,  and  rejoice  in  triumph  over  its  unwary 
prey.  Since  I  cannot  tiierefore  expeft  that  my 
work  is  exempt  from  die  failings  incident  to 
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youths  and  alfo  hope^  that  if  I  ftill  continue  to 
feck  feme  by  literary  attempts,  I  may  probably, 
when  time  has  matured   my  judgment,  bring 
forth  fomething  that  may  add  more  credit  to 
my  producHons,  and  prove  a  firmer  foundation 
for  the  reputation  of  an  author,  than  the  un- 
labored eflfays  of  an  unimproved  mind,  I  mean 
to  hide  my  real  name  from  the  prying  eyes  of 
public  enquiry,    and  chufe   that    my   writings 
fhould  rather  appear  to  be  the  hafty  efFufions  of 
a  Weftminfter  boy,  than  of  any  particular  in- 
dividual ;  not  that  I  am  vain  enough  to  (up- 
pofe,  that  Weftminfter  could  receive  any  addi- 
ditional  luftre   from  the  Trifler,   being  fenfible 
its  reputation  (of  having  through  all  ages,  edu- 
cated fome  of  the  nobleft  ornaments  of  England) 
can  fufFer  no  increafe  or  diminution  from  the 
efforts  of  fo  infignificant  an  animal  as  Timothy 
Touchftone:    but   as    few   authors    affix  their 
names  to  their  firft  performance,  till  they  know  it 
is  favorably   received,   I    think  myrelf  by    no 
means  culpable  in  not  fatisfying  an  idle  curiofity ; 
for  great  muft  be  the  confidence  of  any  writer 
of  my  age,   who,  having  v/ritten  unconnected 
papers,  with  the   errors  natural   to  a    firft   at- 
tempt by  the   iiifcrtion  of  his   name  in   capi- 
tals, fhould,  as  it  were,  throw  down  the  gauntlet 
to  criticifm,  and  publicly   challenge  inveftiga- 
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tion ;  66r  could  Ij  whilft  I  might  admire  th^ 
courage^  pay  a  compliment  to  the  prudence  of 
fuch  condud.     In  £bort,  I  can  difeover    but 
three  motives^  to  induce  a  writer  in  my  fituation 
to  declare  his  name  2  the  firfl^  as  imagining  his 
performance  may  add  celebrity  to  his  place  of 
education;  the  fecond,  to  acquire  fame  in  the 
literary  world  ;  and  the  laft,  to  fatisfy  curiofity* 
With  regard  to  myfclf,  I  am  not  fb  great  an 
^otift  as  to  be  flattered  with  the  firft  j  the  fe- 
cond  (if  it  were  in  my  power)  I  am   not  at 
prefent  defirous  of  obtaining ;  and  the  third,  I 
ihould  prefer  difappointing :  then  why  fhould  I 
difeover  myfelf  ? 

My  correfpondents,  with  moft  of^whom  I 
am  perfonally  acquainted,  influenced  by  the 
fame  motives  which  have  a6tuated  my  con- 
duft,  have  declined  the  publication  of  their 
names. 

Perhaps  it  will  be  objefted  that  thefe  papers 
are  not  as  mifcellaneous  and  diverfified  as  might 
be  expefted  from  my  firfl:  avowed  intention, 
and  I  mufl:  acknowledge  diat  my  purpofe  has 
been  frequendy  altered  fmce  I  firft  commenced 
th«m.  Defirous  of  profiting  by  the  general 
•pinion,   and   eager  to  pleafe,  I  liftened   with 
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too  much    avidity  to  the  voice  of  every  ad-« 

vifcr,  and  confequently  very  little  adhered  ta 
my  own  plan.  At  firft,  I  was  defired  to  de-t 
dicate  my  pen  to  the  fervice  of  morality ;  then 
I  received  anonymous  letters^  in  a  female  hand» 
requefting  fomeching  humorous^ .  or  a  little 
}ove  and  poetry;  after  this  I  was  informed^ 
that  there  were  few  precedents  of  periodical 
works  becoming  vehicles  for  poetry.  Perpleijed 
by  the  multiplicity  of  my  counfcUprs,  which 
contrary  to  Solomon,  I  did  not  find  produc-^ 
tive  of  wifdom,  I  rejefted  my  own  plan  with*- 
out  adopting  that  of  any  other,  and  proceeded 
as  my  inclination  diredted  me,  determined  to 
make  my  pei>  fubfcrvient  to  my  temper.  Ac-f 
cording  to  this  rule  I  have  invariably  aftedj 
when  I  found  my  nrund  elevated  by  gaiety, 
light  and  trifling  wyere  its  eflfufions  j  and  when 
more  ferioufly  inclined,  my  effays  breathed  4 
graver  and  niore  moralizing  tone. 

Thofe  Critics,  who  plume  themfelves  upon 
sjny  little  prror  they  may  have  cafually  difco- 
yered  in  my  writings,  I  only  beg  leave  to  re- 
mind, how  much  more  difficult  it  is  to  find 
fault  with,  than  to  produce  an  immaculate  per-r 
formance  of  any  kind;  that  as  Homer  fome-* 
^imes  fleeps,  and  (hat  as  there  are  ipots  even 

in 
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in  the  very  Sun,  it  would  be  unrcafonablc  to 
cxpeft  the  Trifler  to  be  exempt  from  errors 
let  them  alfo  remember  that  it  behoves  a  cri- 
tic to  be  as  cautious  in  his  cenfures,  as  it 
becomes  an  author  to  be  circumipc£l:  in  hi% 
writings:  For 


■         lefs  dang'rous  is  th'  ofiencc 
To  tire  our  patience,  than  midead  our  fenib  ; 
Some  few  in  that,  but  numbers  err  in  this. 
Ten  cenfure  wrong,  for  one  that  writes  amifsr. 
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